
 
 

Parish of St. Mary’s Swynnerton & St. James’ Cotes Heath 
Sunday May 2nd 2021 (Easter 5) 

Contacts: Church Warden Ray Lewney: 01785 760366 
Ministry Team: Nicky Beasley,01782 856656, Doreen English, 01782 796426, 

Alex Baines, 07462 616426 June Steed, 01782 643183, Chris Stokes, 01782 796610 
Children and Families’ Worker: Anna Hawkins, 07725 124583 

Newsletter: chrisandjackie77@btinternet.com 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82172796502?pwd=dm9PandVL1l6YTgzOFFTQzQ1L0NqQT09 

We welcome The Revd. Preb. Graham Fowell to celebrate Holy Communion at 10am in St. Mary’s. If you would 
like to join in from home, use the Zoom link above. 

 
“There is no doubt when we look at our own church that we are still 
deeply institutionally racist” said the Archbishop of Canterbury in 
February last year. Last week, on Stephen Lawrence Day, the Anti-Racism 
Taskforce which he and the Archbishop of York commissioned, published 
its report, “From Lament to Action”. 
It sets out 47 specific recommendations and the Archbishops have 
committed to work with colleagues to begin implementation 
immediately.  
Ten ethnic minority candidates are to be co-opted on to General Synod 

and ethnic minority clergy will be participant observers in the House of Bishops until such time as six are sitting as 
members of the House.  
A Racial Justice Commission and a Racial Justice Directorate will be set up and an ambitious and far-reaching 
programme of education and training will filter down from Theological Education Institutions to Clergy, Readers and 
Lay Officers. Long overdue change is on its way: read the whole report on the Church of England website.   
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-04/FromLamentToAction-report.pdf 
 
 
This week the Church will be remembering Julian of Norwich who lived as an anchoress, 
withdrawn from society and leading a prayerful and godly life. Perhaps best known for her 
visions or ‘shewings’ of the Passion of Christ, she believed that God sees us as perfect and 
waits for the day when human souls mature so that evil and sin will no longer hinder us. In 
‘Revelations of Divine Love’, she wrote "Jesus answered with these words, saying: 'All shall 
be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be well.' ... This was said so 
tenderly, without blame of any kind toward me or anybody else". 
Popular tradition has it that she kept a cat for company; doubtless a shrewd move in the 
time of plague known as the Black Death.  
 
 
 
 

GIZZA JOB …… 
Do you remember “Boys 
from the Blackstuff”?  
 Our very own gang of 
labourers tackled the 
problems of the church 
pathway this week.  
Three bags of tarmac later, 
the workers were nowhere to 
be seen. Rumour has it that 
they had adjourned to the 
Fitz for well-deserved 
refreshment. 
(“I can do that”).  
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“Lord, the one you love is ill.” John 11 v3 
 
As a demonstration of our concern for each other we hold in prayer those who need God’s comfort just now:  
George Edwards, Richard Wenger, Margaret Farr, Margaret Reid, Pat Johnson, Doreen English, Valerie Stokes 
and Marguerite Browne recovering from illnesses at home.  
We think of friends more isolated than usual – Pat Lawrence, Pat Barley, Carol and Martyn Turner, and those 
who have continuing challenges: Fr. Paul Chavasse, Paul Bell, Wendy who is caring for Paul and for her mother 
Peggy, Elaine Dulson, Geoff and Linda Foster, Helen Ladell, Jonquil and Nick Goacher, Margaret McKnight and 
Doreen Green.   
Please continue to pray for Alex’s friend Karen Glasgow, Nicola’s friend Jessica, Jonathan’s 
girlfriend Maddie and Ann Ramsey’s daughter-in-law, Carol.   We think of Dot Sergeant in her care 
home and all our “HeBrews” members. As our Toddler group gets going again, we pray for all the 
families attending and for Anna as she leads. 
 

“Even before a word is on my tongue, Lord, 
 you know it all.” Psalm 139 v4 
 

   

The Archbishop of York, 
Stephen Cottrell is an 
established writer and 
teacher. (You can find his 
most recent book, book, 
“Prayer: Where to start and 
how to keep going” at 
Church House Publishing for 
£7.19). Here’s an extract with 
a suggestion for using 

 ‘The Jesus Prayer’. 
“This way of praying …is very popular in the 
Orthodox tradition of the church. There are 
various wordings, all roughly the same. One of 
the most common is: 
 Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, have 
mercy on me, a sinner. 
It’s based on the cry of the repentant tax 
collector in Jesus’ parable: “God, be merciful to 
me, a sinner”. But it also echoes St Paul’s great 
hymn of praise in Philippians: Jesus is the Son of 
God but empties himself to take the form of a 
servant. 
Try saying the prayer over and over again. 
Breathe in on the first two phrases –  
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God.  
And breathe out on the third – 
Have mercy on me a sinner. 
 As you do so, breathe in the righteousness and 
peace of God, and cast out all those things that 
separate us from God. 
It is a prayer that is to be said slowly. It is meant 
to be said many times over. It is one of the 
simplest ways of praying. It can be prayed by 
anyone, anywhere. 
If you find yourself sometimes waiting in the 
dark of the night and gripped by fear or anxiety, 

it is a wonderful way of calming the spirit. 
This kind of prayer is also a good way of praying 
when we are feeling tired or distracted, or 
where we just don’t know what to say.” 
 
 

GETTING READY …. As the advert goes out for a new 
incumbent, we’re all looking forward to seeing 
someone in post as soon as possible. What might we 
be doing to prepare for their arrival? How can we get 
ourselves ready? 
A 4-week Zoom Bible Study and discussion group 
begins next week to help us think together about what 
it will mean to have a new Rector in place, and how 
we can play our part in the next chapter of parish life 
here in Swynnerton and Cotes Heath.  Join in at 
7.30pm on 4th May using the link on the front page.  
Details rom Nicky or Doreen. 
 
 
St. Luke’s continue their regular Thursday morning 
worship at 10am and a Bible Study at 7.30 on Friday 
evening. The link is 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3558390555?pwd=ZlNvRVc
xbHZ1VWRaUzhGS1Vqcy9QZz09 
 
Thanks to Frank Mugglestone who has prepared this 
week’s intercessions.  
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HOLY COMMUNION FOR EASTER 5 
Prayer of Preparation:  Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 
your holy name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
As we gather at the Lord’s table we must recall the 
promises and warnings given to us in the Scriptures and 
so examine ourselves and repent of our sins. We should 
give thanks to God for his redemption of the world 
through his Son Jesus Christ and, as we remember 
Christ’s death for us and receive the pledge of his love, 
resolve to serve him in holiness and righteousness all 
the days of our life. 
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 
The first commandment is this: 
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your mind, 
and with all your strength.’ 
The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 
There is no other commandment greater than these. 
On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets. Amen. Lord, have mercy. 
 
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus 
Christ to save us from our sins, 
to be our advocate in heaven, 
and to bring us to eternal life. 
 
Confession: Let us confess our sins in penitence and 
faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live in love and peace with all. 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, forgive us all that is past, 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
The Collect: Almighty God, who through your only-
begotten Son Jesus Christ have overcome death and 
opened to us the gate of everlasting life: 
grant that, as by your grace going before us 
you put into our minds good desires, 
so by your continual help we may bring them to good 
effect; through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
The Gospel: John 15:1-8 
This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
Sermon 
 
The Creed: We believe in one God, the Father, the 
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the 
Virgin Mary and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 



We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of intercession:  
During lockdown some people have taken the 
opportunity to join in worship when it has been made 
more accessible to them in different ways. In his 
‘Christmas’ poem John Betjeman tells us that nothing 
‘with this truth compares, that God was man in 
Palestine and lives today in bread and wine.’ In a world 
of misinformation, we pray for all efforts that aim to 
make the truth of your love available to as many people 
as possible, both now and in the future. 
  
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 

 

Lord God our Father, help us, through prayer, to feel a 
sense of connection with our brothers and sisters who 
live in places where the pandemic is raging. We bring 
into your presence all who are on the front line, 
showing heroism, calm and determination at great 
personal cost as they love their neighbours as 
themselves. We pray that the leaders of countries that 
are able to offer help take the opportunity to do so. 
 
We pray for our sisters and brothers who want a 
chance to survive and prosper in their home countries. 
When they don’t have that chance, or it is painfully 
slow in coming, help us to act with compassion. We 
pray for refugees from across the Middle East and 
Africa who are risking their lives on dangerous journeys, 
attempting to reach safety in Europe. May they be 
restored by your loving presence, and find safe shelter. 
 
‘Now the Green Blade Riseth’ was the Easter anthem 
rehearsed by the choir over a year ago. Thank you 
Father that we are able to see your beauty in creation 
and for the hope that makes us sing ‘love is come again 
like wheat that springeth green’. 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 

 

Father we pray for all those whose take-home pay isn’t 
enough to live on, and for those who have lost their 
jobs because of the pandemic and that you will give 
strength to everyone who is working hard to help them. 
Encourage us to help by supporting our local foodbank. 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 

 

Lord, we pray now for those who are suffering due to 
illness and for those whose earthly lives are drawing to 
a close. In a moment of quiet we pray for people whose 
names are listed in the Newsletter and for others, 
known to us. 
 
Father when there is nothing more that can be done, 
help us to be still and wait with you. Be in our every 
prayer and grant us your peace. 
 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
We do not presume 
to come to this your table, merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your manifold and great mercies. 
We are not worthy so much as to gather up the 
crumbs under your table. 
But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to 
have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ 
and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be 
made clean by his body and our souls washed through 
his most precious blood, and that we may evermore 
dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen. 
 
The peace: The peace of the Lord be always with you 
 and also with you. 
 
Prayer of thanksgiving:  The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Almighty God and Father, your face is turned towards 
your world. In love you gave us Jesus your Son to rescue 
us from sin and death. Your word goes out to call us 
home to the city where angels sing your praise. We join 
with them in heaven’s song.: 
 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Father of all, we give you thanks 
for every gift that comes from heaven. 
To the darkness Jesus came as your light. 
With signs of faith and words of hope 
he touched untouchables with love and washed the 
guilty clean. 
This is his story. 
This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The crowds came out to see your Son, 
yet at the end they turned on him. 
On the night he was betrayed 
he came to table with his friends 
to celebrate the freedom of your people. 
This is his story. 
This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food; 
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said: 
This is my body, given for you all. 
Jesus then gave thanks for the wine; 
he took the cup, gave it and said: 
This is my blood, shed for you all for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this in remembrance of me. 
This is our story. 
This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup 
we celebrate the cross 
on which he died to set us free. 
Defying death he rose again 
and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world. 
This is our story. 
This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Send your Spirit on us now 
that by these gifts we may feed on Christ 
with opened eyes and hearts on fire. 
May we and all who share this food 
offer ourselves to live for you 
and be welcomed at your feast in heaven 
where all creation worships you, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 
 

 
 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
 Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 
 
Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with 
thanksgiving. 
 
Prayer after Communion: Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
 
The peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.  
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

  


