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“There was a willingness, a remarkable willingness, to take the hand he was 
dealt in life and …to follow its call. To search out its meaning, to go out and 
on as sent, to inquire and think, to trust and to pray.” 
The Archbishop of Canterbury offered these thoughts on the life of the Duke 
of Edinburgh at a memorial Service last Sunday in Canterbury Cathedral.  
Many of us who have grown up and grown old watching Prince Philip by the 
side of the Queen, will echo these sentiments and agree that the Duke’s life 
was “an inspiration to people across the world”.  
 
GOD OF OUR LIVES, WE GIVE THANKS FOR THE LIFE OF PRINCE PHILIP, FOR 
HIS LOVE OF OUR COUNTRY, AND FOR HIS DEVOTION TO DUTY. WE ENTRUST 
HIM NOW TO YOUR LOVE AND MERCY, THROUGH OUR REDEEMER JESUS 
CHRIST, AMEN.  

 
 

FRIDAY APRIL 23RD is designated as the DIOCESAN DAY OF PRAYER  
Everyone is invited to set aside some time on this day to pray for the work of 
the Lichfield diocese. Top priority is the “Shaping for Mission” initiative which 

has reached the end of its first stage. Nicky Beasley reports on the latest meeting she attended:  
“The aim was to review where we were with the information gathered within the deaneries of Stone and Eccleshall 
in readiness for the next phase of “Setting the vision”. I was really encouraged and also enlightened by some of the 
great work that is being done, particularly in areas of community work and outreach. Our very own “HeBrews” 
coffee shop which is very popular is just one of those activities in which the church is engaging in our communities. 
The diocese is now providing support as we prepare to start forming a vision with lots of online sessions planned 
over the coming weeks to help us explore different aspects of vision and also what God's vision is for us! Exciting 
stuff- watch this space!” 
 
 

 

Although “Jam and Jerusalem” doesn’t begin to describe all that goes on within the 
modern Women’s Institute, during the Second World War jam making was a very 
serious business. The local W.I was designated a “Preserving Centre” so in one year 
they were able to order 10 cwt of preserving sugar and produced 300 lbs of jam which 
went off to depots to be added to rations.  
Members of Swynnerton & Yarnfield W.I. will be 
celebrating its Centenary this Monday evening and Linda 
Mottram has been exploring its history.  

“The branch was set up by Lady Stafford in April 1921 and soon had a membership of 
more than a hundred.  We hold archives and programmes for the last hundred years 
which reveal many fascinating facts …Lady Stafford set up a Red Cross Group, we had a 
prize-winning choir and a Drama group who performed at a national W.I. Drama Festival 
in London in 1933. We participated in the Staffordshire Federation Pageant at Alton 
Towers in 1928, when Mrs Frith (our Rector’s wife and Vice President) appeared as 
Erminilde riding a horse and Lord Stafford gave the closing speech.” 
On a sadder note, condolences were recorded to Mrs. Frith whose twin sons were lost 
in WW II. (A memorial window is in St. Mary’s Chancel.).    
                           Centenary souvenirs 

 
  



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82172796502?pwd=dm9PandVL1l6YTgzOFFTQzQ1L0NqQT09 

Our Sunday service at St. Mary’s will be at 10am. If you would like to join in from home, use the link above. 
 

Today’s Gospel reading: Luke 24:36-48.  
Today's reading from Luke covers the same period as the passage from John we heard last week. 
It has many similarities but there are also major differences. Thomas isn't mentioned this week 
and so we don't see Jesus saying "Because you have seen me, you believed. Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet believe”. Yet this phrase is one we rely on for our faith today. You do 
need to read all the gospels to get the full message of Jesus and his life. 
We remember that the disciples were still in shock after seeing Jesus crucified on the Friday. At 
this point they were aware that Jesus' body was missing from the tomb. Some women had told 

them that they had actually seen him, (but as they were women their testimony carried little weight), so the 
disciples would be bewildered, exhilarated and fearful. When Jesus appeared before them, they assumed that he 
was a ghost. 
Jesus countered this by saying "look at my wounds, see my hands and feet, touch me”. He then ate a piece of fish to 
prove that he was real! They began to understand that the scriptures had been fulfilled in their sight, sound and 
touch. 
Good Friday's despair had been transformed into Easter jubilation. All the signs were there: the empty tomb, the 
folded grave clothes, two men in dazzling clothing. Then later on that day two people came in from Emmaus talking 
about the mysterious companion who had opened up the scriptures to them and then revealed himself as Jesus in 
the breaking of bread. 
 The wounds of crucifixion that the risen Jesus still bore on his body were important because they were evidence 
that this was the same man, recently dead and now alive. For these early Christians and ever since, the wounds of 
Christ have been an essential detail in our ministry of proclaiming a resurrected Lord. These wounds bear a vital 
message for us and for our faith too. 
 The new life the disciples witnessed in the risen Lord had only been possible because he had been through the 
horrors of Good Friday. God had raised him from the dead but hadn't removed the marks that made Jesus who he 
was. His wounds were part of him. He had suffered for us and that suffering was evident in his resurrected life,  
not to be denied, not to be covered up, but to be transforming. 
Our lives as disciples are not lives which are free from pain, anxiety or distress. We are not immune from the effects 
of sin, our own or other people's. We are not spared the harshness of disease or the blight of illness. We are not 
promised an easy life or even a slightly cushioned one. Of course, we all know that the challenges, difficulties and 
suffering that affect human life in general are as likely to affect us anybody else. But what the resurrection offers us 
is a new way of regarding the scars of life and a Saviour that carries us through the very worst moments. 
The wounds of crucifixion are the wounds of love. Love that shows what God was prepared to suffer for us. 
 Our God has descended into the depths, accepted the worst that could be done to him and transcended those 
depths into the heights of heaven. 
The experiences that scar our lives are as varied and numerous as any other experiences of life. Some scars are 
visible; many are not.  They all have the potential to be changed by the risen Christ, from being a burden to being 
examples of grace. Jesus offers us a vision for living, not only with hope but also with a fullness of life that enriches 
us. Instead of being a limiting burden our wounds can be a life-giving sign of grace. Amen. June Steed. 
 

“Pray for each other” James 5 v16 
As a demonstration of our concern for each other we hold in prayer those who need God’s comfort just now:  
Doreen Green, George Edwards, Richard Wenger, Margaret Farr, Margaret Reid, Pat Johnson, Doreen English 
and Valerie Stokes, recovering from illnesses at home.  
We think of friends more isolated than usual – Pat Lawrence, Pat Barley, Carol and Martyn Turner, and those who 
have continuing challenges: Fr. Paul Chavasse, Paul Bell, Wendy who is caring for Paul and for mother Peggy,  
Elaine Dulson, Geoff and Linda Foster, Helen Ladell, Jonquil and Nick Goacher and Margaret McKnight.  
Please continue to pray for Alex’s friend Karen Glasgow, Nicola’s friend Jessica and for Jonathan’s girlfriend Maddie.  
We think of Dot Sergeant in her care home and all our “HeBrews” members. As our Toddler group starts up again, 
we pray for all the families who will attend and for Anna as she leads. 

 
St. Luke’s continue their regular Thursday morning worship at 10am.The link is :  

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3558390555?pwd=ZlNvRVcxbHZ1VWRaUzhGS1Vqcy9QZz09 



WORSHIP FOR EASTER 3 
This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
We have come together as the family of God in our 
Father’s presence to offer him praise and 
thanksgiving, to hear and receive his holy word, to 
bring before him the needs of the world, to ask his 
forgiveness of our sins, and to seek his grace, that 
through his Son Jesus Christ we may give ourselves 
to his service.   
 
God shows his love for us because, while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. Let us then show our love 
for him by confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
Confession: Lord God, we have sinned against you; 
we have done evil in your sight. We are sorry and 
repent. Have mercy on us according to your love.  
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our 
sin. Renew a right spirit within us and restore to us 
the joy of your salvation, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from our sins, 
and restore us in his image, to the praise and glory of 
his name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Creed: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator 
of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Collect:  Risen Christ, you filled your disciples with 
boldness and fresh hope: 
strengthen us to proclaim your risen life 
and fill us with your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 
Intercessions: Lord Jesus Christ, you came as the 
Prince of Peace to bring healing to the nations, to 
overcome hatred with love, evil with good and 
darkness with light. 
Teach us what that means in today's complex and 
troubled world, where tension and unrest continue to 
dominate, where violence and the threat of war are 
all too real, and where mistrust, intolerance and 
prejudice still hold sway. 
 

 Grant wisdom to leaders of nations, to all whose 
decisions will shape the future of this world, 
 and by your spirit. break down barriers that divide us 
and bring closer the day of your kingdom. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you know what it is like to feel 
abandoned. Hear then our prayers for all the children 
taken away from their abusive and violent parents 
with nothing but the clothes they stand in. Let us pray 
for the support workers and charities who work 
tirelessly to provide help and accommodation for the 
48,000 such children each year in our country. 
 
Lord as we emerge as a nation from this pandemic 
and as the economy recovers, ensure that wealth 
created is shared more equally than in the past. 
 
Let us not forget the millions of people who have 
found themselves unemployed through no fault of 
their own. 
Lord help them keep optimistic knowing that you are 
there for them. 
Living God, no matter how helpless or hopeless we 
may feel, teach us that with you by our side, all things 
are always brighter than we imagine. 

 
Let us pray for the team in our parish that has kept us 
together and provided support and services via ZOOM 
and recently with a Church service. 
 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers, 
for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
OUR FATHER 
 
THE GRACE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to Gwyn 
Williams for the 
prayers today 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE SERVANT KING 
From heaven you came helpless babe 
Entered our world, your glory veiled 
Not to be served but to serve 
And give Your life that we might live. 
 
This is our God, The Servant King 
He calls us now to follow Him 
To bring our lives as a daily offering 
Of worship to The Servant King 
 
There in the garden of tears 
My heavy load he chose to bear 
His heart with sorrow was torn 
'Yet not My will but Yours, ' He said. 
This is our God …. 
 
Come see His hands and His feet 
The scars that speak of sacrifice 
Hands that flung stars into space 
To cruel nails surrendered 
This is our God … 
 
So let us learn how to serve 
And in our lives enthrone Him,  
Each other’s needs to prefer, 
For it is Christ we’re serving. 
This is our God…. 
 
 
HOW DEEP THE FATHER’S LOVE 
How deep the Father’s love for us, 
How vast beyond all measure, 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure. 
How great the pain of searing loss – 
The Father turns His face away, 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory. 
 
Behold the man upon a cross, 
My sin upon His shoulders; 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers. 
It was my sin that held Him there 
Until it was accomplished; 
His dying breath has brought me life – 
I know that it is finished. 
 
I will not boast in anything, 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom; 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ, 
His death and resurrection. 
Why should I gain from His reward? 
I cannot give an answer; 
But this I know with all my heart – 
His wounds have paid my ransom. 

HOW GREAT THOU ART  
 
O Lord my God, When I in awesome wonder, 
Consider all the works Thy Hands have made; 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed. 
 
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art, How great Thou art. 
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art, How great Thou art! 
 
 
When through the woods, and forest glades I wander, 
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees. 
When I look down, from lofty mountain grandeur 
And hear  the brook, and feel the gentle breeze. 
 
 
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art, How great Thou art. 
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art, How great Thou art! 
 
 
And when I think, that God, His Son not sparing; 
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in; 
That on the Cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
He bled and died to take away my sin. 
 
 
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art, How great Thou art. 
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art, How great Thou art! 
 
 
When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart. 
Then shall I bow, in humble adoration, 
And there proclaim: "My God, how great Thou art!" 
 
 
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art, How great Thou art. 
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art, How great Thou art!


