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CALL TO WORSHIP THE RISEN LORD 
1 Peter 1:3 

Praise the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy 
he has given us new birth into a 
living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead. 
  

Jesus our Lord 
is risen from the dead, 
Alleluia! 
 
1ST SONG – CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY 
Based on a hymn by Charles Wesley  

He’s alive, He’s risen! 
He’s risen, He’s risen from the dead. 
He’s risen, He’s risen, 
He’s risen from the dead. 
 

Christ the Lord is risen today, 
 Halleluiah! 
Songs of men and angles sing, 
 Halleluiah! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high, 
 Halleluiah! 
Sing, ye heavens, our words reply, 
 Halleluiah! 
 

Love's redeeming work is done, 
 Halleluiah! 
Fought the fight, the battle won, 
 Halleluiah! 
Though our suns eclipted are, 
 Halleluiah! 

Lo he stands in the land no more, 
 Halleluiah! 
 

Vain the stone to keep him in, 
 Halleluiah! 
Christ hath burst the gates of hell, 
 Halleluiah! 
Death in vain forbids him rise, 
 Halleluiah! 
Christ hath opened paradise, 
 Halleluiah! 
 

Lives again our glorious King, 
 Halleluiah! 
Where, O death, is your sting? 
 Halleluiah! 
Fought he died our souls to save, 
 Halleluiah! 
Where's the victory, boasting grave? 
 Halleluiah! 
 

Christ the Lord is risen today! 
 
TO WAKE MORE MERRY   Gregory of Nyssa 

and Henry Vaughan (from Tim Chester’s book ‘An 

Ocean of Grace’) 

I delight greatly in the Lord; my soul 
rejoices in my God.  For he has clothed 
me with garments of salvation and 
arrayed me in a robe of his 
righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns 
his head like a priest, and a bride 
adorns herself with her jewels. 
Isaiah 61:10 
 

4th April 2021 
 

Easter Sunday 

Mark 15:42-6:8 
Philip Robertson 

Please speak aloud words in bold text 
Singing – in our hearts, but not aloud 

Jesus – He’s risen 
from the dead! 
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“We had hoped…” say the two 
disciples on the road to Emmaus (Luke 

24:21).  They had hoped that Jesus was 
God’s promised messianic King.  It had 
looked that way for a while.  But now 
he was dead, and it seemed that hope 
had died with him.  But in fact hope (in 
the person of Jesus) was walking along 
the road with them.  For Jesus had 
risen!  And so everything has changed.  
God’s wrath against our sin has been 
atoned for.  Judgement and the curse 
are no longer our future.  As the 4th-
century church Father Gregory of 
Nyssa reminds us, Christ has taken off 
our pathetic fig-leaf covering and 
instead has clothed us with garments 
of salvation.  Death itself has been 
defeated.  And so, as the 17th-century 
Welsh poet Henry Vaughan says, 
graves have become beds, and death 
has become a nap from which we will 
“wake more merry”. 
 

For truly you, O Lord, 
 are the pure and eternal fount of 
 goodness. 
Once you justly turned away from us, 
 and now in loving-kindness 
  you have had mercy upon us. 
Once you hated, 
 and now you are reconciled. 
Once you cursed, 
 and now you bless. 
Once you banished us from paradise, 
 and now you have recalled us. 
You have stripped off our unseemly  
  fig-leaf covering 
 and put on us a costly garment. 
You have opened the prison 
 and released the condemned; 
You have sprinkled us with clean water 
 and cleaned us from our filthiness. 
 

No Longer shall Adam be confounded  
  when you call, 
 nor hide himself, convicted by his  
  conscience, 
 cowering in the thicket of paradise. 
Nor shall the flaming sword encircle  
  paradise around, 
 and make the entrance inaccessible 
 to those who draw near. 
For all is turned to joy for us. 
 who once were the heirs of sin. 
Paradise, yes, heaven itself may be  
  trodden by humanity; 
 and all creation, in the world and  
  above the world, 
 that once was at variance with itself, 
 is knit together in friendship. 
We human beings can join the angels’ 
 song, 
offering the worship of their praise to 
 you. 
For all these things, then, let us sing to 
 you that hymn of joy, 
as lips touched by the Spirit long ago  
  loudly sang: 

“I delight greatly in the Lord; 
my soul rejoices in my God. 
For he has clothed me with 
 garments of salvation 
and arrayed me in a robe of his 
 righteousness, 
as a bridegroom adorns his head like 
 a priest, 
and a bride adorns herself with her 
 jewels.”  Isaiah 61:10 

Truly the Adorner of the bride is Christ, 
 who is, and was, and shall be 
  blessed now and for evermore. 

~ O ~ O~ O ~ 
Easter Hymn 

Death and darkness, get you packing, 
Nothing now to man is lacking, 
All our triumphs now are ended, 
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And what Adam marred is mended. 
Graves are beds now for the weary, 
Death a nap, to wake more merry; 
Youth now, full of pious duty, 
Seeks in thee for perfect beauty; 
The weak and aged, tired with length 
Of days, form thee look for new 
 strength; 
And infants with thy pangs contest 
As pleasant, as if with the breast, 
Then, unto him, who thus hath thrown 
Even to contempt thy kingdom down, 
And by his blood did advance 
Unto his own inheritance, 
To him be glory, power, praise, 
From this, unto the last of days! 
 
2ND SONG – CHRIST IS RISEN HE IS RISEN 

INDEED Kristyne & Keith Getty 
How can it be, the One who died, 
Has born our sin through sacrifice 
To conquer every sting of death? 
Sing, sing hallelujah. 
 

For joy awakes as dawning light 
When Christ's disciples lift their eyes. 
Alive He stands, their Friend and King; 
Christ, Christ He is risen. 
 

Christ is risen, He is risen indeed! 

Oh, sing hallelujah. 

Join the chorus, sing with the 

 redeemed; 

Christ is risen, He is risen indeed. 
 

Where doubt and darkness once had 
 been, 
They saw Him and their hearts 
 believed. 
But blessed are those who have not 
 seen, 
Yet, sing hallelujah. 
 

Once bound by fear now bold in faith, 
They preached the truth and power of 

And pouring out their lives they gained 
Life, life everlasting. 
 

The power that raised Him from the 
 grave 
Now works in us to powerfully save. 
He frees our hearts to live His grace; 
Go tell of His goodness. 
 

He’s alive, He’s Alive! 
Now in heaven glorified. 
He’s alive, He’s Alive! 
Heaven’s gates are opened wide. 
 
CONFESSION – REACHING OUT FOR 

RESURRECTION LIFE 

Risen Lord Jesus, we rejoice in your 
victory, but we are heartbroken over 
our sins, our weakness and unbelief.  
We have lived by our own strength, 
not by the power of your resurrection. 
Lord forgive us. 
 

We have lived by what we see and 
hear and touch, instead of trusting in 
you Jesus. 
Lord forgive us. 
 

We have been crippled by our Fridays, 
and failed to see them as the lead-up 
to Sunday.  
Lord forgive us. 
 

We have lived for this world alone, and 
ignored the life you have won for us 
beyond the grave. 
Lord forgive us. 
 

Risen Lord, by your death on the cross 
and your rising from the dead, lift our 
minds above earthly things, and set 
them on things in heaven. 
Draw near and forgive us: show us 
your glory and your power,  
that we may gladly serve you all our 
days.  Amen. 

grace. 
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3RD SONG – AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS  
Scott Kathryn 
At the foot of the cross 
Where grace and suffering meet 
You have shown me your love 
Through the judgement you received. 
 

And you won my heart. 
Yes you won my heart. 
Now I can trade these ashes in for 
 beauty 
And wear forgiveness like a crown 
Coming to kiss the feet of mercy 
I lay every burden down 
At the foot of the cross. 
 

At the foot of the cross 
Where I am made complete 
You have given me life 
Through the death you bore for me. 
And you won my heart, 
Yes you won my heart. 
 

Now I can trade these ashes in for 
 beauty 
And wear forgiveness like a crown 
Coming to kiss the feet of mercy 
I lay every burden down. 
 

At the foot of the cross 
I'd trade these ashes in for beauty 
And wear forgiveness like a crown 
Coming to kiss the feet of mercy 
I lay every burden down 
At the foot of the cross. 
And you’ve won my heart 
Yes you’ve won my heart. 
 

Now I can trade these ashes in for 
 beauty 
And wear forgiveness like a crown 
Coming to kiss the feet of mercy 
I lay every burden down. 
 
 
 

BIBLE PASSAGE  Mark 15:42-16:8 

Read by James Sturgeon 
42 It was Preparation Day (that is, the 
day before the Sabbath).  So as 
evening approached,  43 Joseph of 
Arimathea, a prominent member of 
the Council, who was himself waiting 
for the kingdom of God, went boldly to 
Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. 
44 Pilate was surprised to hear that he 
was already dead. Summoning the 
centurion, he asked him if Jesus had 
already died.  45 When he learned from 
the centurion that it was so, he gave 
the body to Joseph.  46 So Joseph 
bought some linen cloth, took down 
the body, wrapped it in the linen, and 
placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. 
Then he rolled a stone against the 
entrance of the tomb.  47 Mary 
Magdalene and Mary the mother of 
Joseph saw where he was laid. 
 

16:1 When the Sabbath was over, Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome bought spices so 
that they might go to anoint Jesus’ 
body.  2 Very early on the first day of 
the week, just after sunrise, they were 
on their way to the tomb 3 and they 
asked each other, ‘Who will roll the 
stone away from the entrance of the 
tomb?’ 
 

4 But when they looked up, they saw 
that the stone, which was very large, 
had been rolled away.  5 As they 
entered the tomb, they saw a young 
man dressed in a white robe sitting on 
the right side, and they were alarmed. 
 

6 ‘Don’t be alarmed,’ he said. ‘You are 
looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who 
was crucified. He has risen!  He is not 
here.  See the place where they laid 
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grace. 

him.  7 But go, tell his disciples and 
Peter, “He is going ahead of you into 
Galilee.  There you will see him, just as 
he told you.”’ 
 

8 Trembling and bewildered, the 
women went out and fled from the 
tomb.  They said nothing to anyone, 
because they were afraid. 
 
JESUS – HE’S RISEN FROM THE DEAD! 
 
4TH SONG –  SEE WHAT A MORNING 
Stuart Townend & Keith Getty  

See what a morning gloriously bright 
With the dawning of hope in Jerusalem 
Folded the grave-clothes tomb filled 
 with light 
As the angels announce Christ is risen. 
See God's salvation plan wrought in 
 love, 
Borne in pain paid in sacrifice 
Fulfilled in Christ the Man for He lives 
Christ is risen from the dead. 
 

See Mary weeping where is He laid 
As in sorrow she turns from the empty 
 tomb 
Hears a voice speaking calling her name. 
It's the Master the Lord raised to life 
 again! 
The voice that spans the years 
Speaking life stirring hope bringing 
 peace to us 
Will sound till He appears 
For He lives Christ is risen from the 
 dead. 
 

One with the Father Ancient of Days 
Through the Spirit who clothes faith 
 with certainty 
Honour and blessing glory and praise 
To the King crowned with power and  
 

And we are raised with Him. 
Death is dead love has won Christ has  
 conquered, 
And we shall reign with Him 
For He lives Christ is risen from the 
 dead. 
 
AFFIRMATION OF CHRISTIAN FAITH 
based on a variety of biblical texts 

We believe in one God 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

He is the true and living God, 
worthy to receive glory and honour 
and power. 
 

He created all things, 
by his will they existed and were 
created. 
 

We believe in the Lord Jesus Christ; 
all things came into being through 
him. 
He is the image of the invisible God 
the firstborn of all creation. 
 

In him all things in heaven and on 
earth were created. 
He himself is before all things, 
and in him all things hold together. 
 

Being in the form of God, he 
emptied himself, 
he took the form of a slave, and 
was born in human likeness. 
 

Being found in human form, he 
humbled himself 
he became obedient to the point of 
death - even death on a cross. 
 

Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures; 
he was buried; he was raised on the 
third day, according to the Scriptures. 
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God also highly exalted Jesus: 
he gave him the name that is above 
every name. 
 

God has put all things under his feet: 
he made him the head over all 
things for the church, which is his 
body. 
 

We believe that Jesus died and rose 
again: 
when Jesus returns in glory, God will 
bring with him those who have died. 
 

As all die in Adam, 
so all will be made alive in Christ. 
 

Thanks be to God 
who gives us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERSESSION Liz Lawrance 

 
COLLECT Common Worship 

God of glory, 
by the raising of your Son 
you have broken the chains of death 
 and hell: 
fill your Church with faith and hope; 
for a new day has dawned 
and the way to life stands open 
in our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Common Worship 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
5TH SONG – THINE BE THE GLORY 
Georg Frideric Handel & Edmond Louis Budry 

Thine be the glory, 

Risen conquering Son; 

Endless is the victory 

Thou o'er death hast won. 
 

Angels in bright raiment 
Rolled the stone away, 
Kept the folded grave clothes 
Where Thy body lay. 
 

Lo! Jesus meets us, 
Risen from the tomb; 
Lovingly, He greets us, 
Scatters fear and gloom; 
Let the church with gladness, 
Hymns of triumph sing; 
For her Lord now liveth, 
Death hath lost its sting. 
 

No more we doubt Thee, 
Glorious Prince of life; 
Life is naught without Thee; 
Aid us in our strife; 
Make us more than conquerors, 
Through Thy deathless love: 
Bring us safe through Jordan 
To Thy home above. 
 
BLESSING  

May the risen Christ fill you with hope. 
May the risen Christ give you joy. 
May the risen Christ bring you healing 
 and peace. 
May Almighty God, Father, Son, and 
 Holy Spirit, bless you.  
Amen.  
 



Prayer topics & News for the week 
If you would like the vicar to pray with you on the phone, call him on 01902 827214; or alternatively you 
can place a prayer request on our ‘Prayer Chain’ by phoning Brian on 01902 788017.  He will have several 
people pray, in confidence, for your request. 

Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. 
The one who believes in me will live, even though they die’  

John 11:25 
For the World  
 Pray for Christians worldwide celebrating Easter, particularly in Indonesia following the suicide 

bomb attack outside the Roman Catholic cathedral’s Palm Sunday service.  Please pray for all Christian 
communities who may be vulnerable to violent attacks this Easter season.  Ask God to give them His 
protection, peace and strength to Christ’s people worldwide during this challenging time of 
restrictions and fears of the pandemic. 

 For the distribution of vaccine and aid to poorer countries – Lord we give thanks to you for what we 
have, and pray our Government, and governments in other prosperous nations, give to countries in 
greater need, because all we have is yours Lord. 

For St Jude’s Church 

 How does Mk.15:42-47 emphasise the reality of Jesus’ death?  Joseph of Arimathea was a member 

of the council that condemned Jesus to death! He was as a secret disciple (Jn.19:38) not in agreement 

with the council decision (Lk.23:51).  Why would he require courage to ask for Jesus’ body, and what 

gave it to him (hint, look up Mark 8:34-38)?  In what personal challenges would trusting in God’s 

promises and looking forward to his kingdom enable you to be bold in discipleship?  In Mk.16:1-8, 

what does the young man (an angel Mt.28:5) say to reassure the Marys, disciples and Peter?  Jesus 

has kept his repeated (unbelievable!) promise (Mk.8:31; 9:31; 10:34). The women responded with 

fear! (similar to Mk.4:41; 5:15, 33, 36, 6:50; 9:32; 11:18) Seeing Jesus is the promise keeping Son of 

God who gave his life as a ransom for many (Mk.10:45), nurtures trust and obedience to flourish and 

fears to be transformed to faith and obedience.  Reflect on what you have been discovering about 

Jesus during Lent, reading An Ocean of Grace, and pray to our risen Lord for courage to be his disciple.   

 Thank God for Church Family members with birthdays in April, in particular: Mavis Littleford, Janet 

Williams, Amir Shar, James Sturgeon, Daphne Ditch, Joan Lloyd-Davies and Pete Holiday. 

 Thank the Lord for answered prayer.  St Jude’s school is inviting Phil back to take occasional 

assemblies to year groups.  His first one is on 19th April, first day of the summer term. 

 Pray for those you know suffering in body or soul, and for families grieving the loss of loved ones. 

For our Mission Partners – The Leprosy Mission 
 Myanmar – ‘As the death toll rises of those bravely taking a stance for democracy, now more than 

ever, Leprosy Mission Myanmar staff desperately need your prayers for change.  
Praise God, so far all staff are safe and working from home.  However, the leprosy hospital is closed 
to new referrals until it is safe to reopen. Phone and internet connections are intermittent, it’s difficult 
to get money or pay salaries and moving around is dangerous and difficult. 
Pray for peace to return for everyone in Myanmar.  Pray too for protection for the staff, their families 
and neighbourhoods, and that the work to serve people affected by leprosy can resume again soon. 

CONTACTING ST JUDE’S 
Vicar 
Church Wardens 
 
Occasional Minister 
Children 
Parish Office 

Rev Philip Robertson 
James Sturgeon 
Pradip Sudra 
Rev Ivor Saunders 
Nicky Robertson 
CLOSED 

827214 
269743 
334257 
751162 
827214 
 

philipsrobertson@virginmedia.com 
jmmsturgeon@gmail.com 
pradipsudra@gmail.com 
ivor.john@outlook.com 
nicky_is@hotmail.com 
 

Worship is back in our building (view recording on line at YouTube Channel/ Facebook Group / Website) 
St Jude’s Church, c/o The Vicarage 21A St Jude’s Road, Wolverhampton, WV6 0EB 

YouTube Channel: St Jude’s Church Wolverhampton      Facebook.com/ St Judes Church Community 
Website:  www.achurchnearyou.com/wolverhampton-st-judes 


