






















































 

 

Poem for Spring 

 

I am a gardening widow 

But really I don’t mind 

I’ve lost him to the greenhouse 

Where he has sowing on his mind 

 

We’ve almost done the  jigsaw 

Watched all there is on the box 

Now March is here, the clock is 
ticking 

We are on the starting blocks 

 

I am a gardening widow 

The rotavator love affair has com-
menced at pace; 

And the get up and go which  had 
got up and gone; 

Has been found in the gardening 
space. 

 

As the days lengthen and warm, 
Thank goodness for seeds that 

grow  
For it’s not a day too soon, 
For me and old sow ‘n’ sow  

 

By Anon 

Thurcaston & Cropston  

Gardening Club 

March/April 2021 

Newsletter 2021 : 3rd edition 

Club News 

A very Happy Easter to all our members. 
The plan to ease lockdown set out by the Government is still 
holding up so far.  So, we are starting to plan our route out of 
lockdown as well.  The Gardening Club committee will meet in 
April.  This will be after the 12th April, in someone’s garden, and 
socially distanced.  This will be our first meeting since lockdown 
began a year ago! 

Our main agenda item will be planning to open some local     
gardens for Club members to mix socially outdoors .               
The earliest date this would be allowed is 17th May.    

So watch this space for details of these events.  They will be 
published in the May edition of the newsletter.  

 

Our pond is a joy throughout the year but its position is very 
close to a Gleditsia ‘Sunburst’ and the masses of small leaves 
and leaf stems it sheds in the autumn blanket the bottom. The 
best time to clean ponds is late autumn but I missed the        

opportunity last 
year so I decided 
to do a ‘semi-
clean’ at the      
beginning of 
March, trying not 
to disturb the 
overwintering 
wildlife too much.  

Frogs have always been few and far between in this pond but I 
soon realised that I shouldn’t have started the clean-up as 
more and more frogs were caught in the net. A large tin bath 
set aside as a temporary home for anything I found was soon 
full of amorous frogs too numerous to count, so it was full 
steam ahead to finish the job in hand and a mass release of 
frogs , newts and an assortment of aquatic creatures.  I only 
hope they all appreciate the spring cleaning of their home. 
Probably not.    Dave Haddon 

“I can’t claim to have done any-
thing to encourage this bulb, 
except tell it how gorgeous it 
looks !! but I thought you might 
like to see it too” Janet Collins 



 

 

Deadline for next edition  20th April  2021 

Richard    Cropston161@hotmail.co.uk   Tel. 236 8313 

For more general information contact 

Dave    david.haddon20@ntlworld.com   Tel. 235 9758 

Peat Free Compost (For Peat’s Sake) 
The use of peat for us gardeners is a hot topic and one we are reminded of whenever we watch a gardening      
programme on TV or read a gardening magazine.   
I have just read a short article in a Which magazine (April 2021) that sets out the arguments very well. There are 
two main issues with harvesting peat: loss of wildlife habitats and the amount of carbon released into the           
atmosphere.  It is estimated that peat bogs cover just 3% of the planet but hold as much carbon as all other       
vegetation in the world put together.   
I have been partly aware of the issues for a while but have done little to change my ways.  The arguments for the 
climate crisis and loss of wildlife habitat are compelling but I also want to grow successful plants . So, this year, I 
have decided to do a peat free trial. 
The ‘trial’ is starting with my annual seed sowing, so far with some flower seeds that I grow each year.                
I’ve planted two seed trays with the same seeds, one peat free compost and one with the multi-purpose compost 
I’ve used for many years. The seeds in the trial so far are Calendula ‘Snow Princess’, Tagetes ‘Lemon Gem’, and 
Cosmos ‘Dazzler’.  

My early observations suggest that seeds planted in a peat free compost germinate almost as well as in my usual 
compost.  Perhaps a few less seeds germinated in peat free – but this assumes I sowed the same number of 
seeds (but the ‘trial’ isn’t that scientific!!)  Another observation is that the peat free compost ‘feels’ and looks        
different, and it’s not always easy to tell how wet the compost is.  

Another thing to note is that the peat free compost I’m using is more expensive.  I paid as much for 50 litres of 
peat free as I did for 75 litres of my usual compost.  My final point, for now, is that the compost I usually use has 
no information about what the product is made from, so I have no idea how much peat it contains. The peat free 
bag has a lot of information about its ingredients. It is also made in the UK from renewable resources and is      
sustainable.  ……….to be continued                                        Richard Elks 

      Have you been giving peat free compost a go?  Let us know how you are getting on. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

     The compost used in this peat free trial.   

Sadly we bring you news of the death of a long time member of the Gardening Club.                                          
Pat Gourlay of Cropston passed away at The Cedar House Care Home in March.  Pat and her husband John,  
who died in 2019,  were members of the Gardening Club for many years.  They usually sat in the front row 

to allow for John’s hearing.  They are both sadly missed.  

Two seed trays both with Calendula ‘Snow 
Princess’.  One peat free and one my normal 

compost.                                        

Can you tell the difference?  








