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Editorial  
Finally there seems to be ‘light at the end of the tunnel’ with the next phase of the Road Map restrictions of 
lockdown having been lifted and the possibility of meeting up to 6 people outside to commence socialising 
with family and friends.  Golf and tennis are back on the agenda, and organised sport can commence.  With 
the weather improving and the lighter evenings approaching following the change in the hour there is a 
feeling of brightness in the future.  The polar bears made me smile – but I don’t think that many of us have 
actually been idle during lockdown: rather, it’s been a series of challenges and the extraordinary ways in 
which we’ve grown to meet them.  Didn’t know we had it in us! 

There may still be many challenges ahead, not least the ability to communicate with each other face to 
face, and the idea that we may continue working at home or should we be thinking of returning to the 
workplace should there still be one?  We still have to remember to wear a mask and maintain social 

distancing when we’re out and about, even with family and 
friends we know well and love. 

Many of us have now had their first vaccination and are being 
called for the second one .  We should remember that there is 
still a risk that we can contract the virus and pass it on to others 
so we should remain diligent in our meetings, however much 
we wish to give someone a  Big Hug! 

Hope you enjoy this edition of WN – you’ll find fresh Saint of the 
Month, and a new Molecule, from the Rev David Poyner! 

Happy Easter to all! Ed. 

 

 

May edition deadline!  
Please would you send all contributions for the May 2021 edition of WN to your contact, as 
below, no later than Monday April 26th. 

 

Brown Clee and Ditton Priors 
Jutta Langham, 01746-712551 
rll.langham@btinternet.com 

Aston Botterell, Cleobury North & Burwarton, and 
Wheathill & Loughton 

Alison Greenan, 01746-787032 
greenan6qx@btinternet.com 

Chetton 
Pam Downing 
pamdowning61@gmail.com 

Highley 
Rev Mike Harris 
Highleyrector@gmail.com 

Glazeley & Deuxhill 
Marion Corfield or Rev David Poyner 
marion.corfield@talktalk.net 
D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk 

Billingsley 
Rev David Poyner 
D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk 

Stottesdon Benefice – Farlow, Sidbury, Middleton 
Scriven, Cleeton St Mary, and Silvington 

Chris Tibbits 
Chris@stottystores.co.uk 

mailto:marion.corfield@talktalk.net
mailto:D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk
mailto:D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk
mailto:Chris@stottystores.co.uk
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Diocese of Hereford 
 

April message from the Bishop of Hereford 

 

 

I’ve lost count of the number of times people have said to me, “everything 

happens for a reason.”  It is normally in response to a personal tragedy or 

unexplained event.  I often wonder what evidence lies behind that assertion. 

The desire to see meaning in the apparent chaos of the world seems entrenched.  Of course, It could be an 

evolutionary artefact, like seeing patterns in the clouds, leftover from a need to make sense of the world so 

our ancestors didn’t get eaten by sabre-tooth tigers!  Faith in that sense would be believing something in 

spite of the evidence, or despite evidence to the contrary. 

Christians use the word faith very differently.  In the New Testament, it’s not seen as an abstract quality, 

where someone might have 15 units of it, another 30 or another 5. It’s always faith in something, much 

more akin to trust than a set of intellectual convictions. For the first disciples, it was staking their lives, both 

now and in eternity, on something they passionately believed to be true. The root of their (and our) 

conviction is that Jesus rose from the dead.  They witnessed it with their own eyes.  We continue to believe 

the evidence for this historical event is compelling and have experienced the lifechanging reality of 

encountering Jesus.  To speak of the resurrection as a metaphor or in spiritual terms like ‘he rose in their 

hearts’ would have made no sense whatever to the disciples.  The reality was difficult to comprehend, but 

they couldn’t deny the evidence of their own eyes and fingers as they reached out to touch him. 

The resurrection was the final evidence they needed that the claims Jesus made during his earthly life were 

true.  This was more than just a man, but in a real sense,  God squeezed into human form.  St. Paul put it 

very starkly, “If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.  More than that, 

we are then found to be false witnesses about God!” 

How very joyous then, that He has!!  Christ is risen: He is risen indeed, Alleluia. 

+Richard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Richard looks back on 
the last year in his final message 
for March.  Keep watching his 
weekly videos on the Hereford 
Diocese website, or on Youtube.   

https://www.hereford.anglican.org/news?tagid=104
https://www.hereford.anglican.org/news?tagid=104
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eLs9hZk0JtA&t=28s
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Saint of the Month -  Isidore of Sevil le – 4t h April  
 

By Rev David Poyner 
 

 

 

Isidore is not one of the better known saints.  He was suggested to me by 
one of my work colleagues, who I do not think would consider himself to be 
a Christian.  I had never heard of Isidore, but I was intrigued to understand 
why my friend had nominated him.  So I turned to that oracle of all truth, 
Wikipedia, and this is what I have discovered. 

The first thing to say about Isidore is that if you think this column should 
only commemorate saints whose views are totally acceptable to a 
contemporary audience, look away now. Isidore was (Arch)bishop of Seville 

in Spain He was born around 560 and died on the 4th April 636, and he could be considered the spiritual 
leader of the country at that time. Spain was a state that was being forged from a diverse group of people, 
including invading “barbarian” settlers. Spain’s rulers hoped that Christianity would bind peoples together. 
The presence of a significant Jewish population provided a challenge to this ideology. A response was to 
introduce strongly anti-Semetic legislation. Isidore’s role is somewhat ambiguous: he wrote to proclaim the 
superiority of Christianity to Judaism and opposed Jews holding political office. He did however oppose the 
forced conversion of Jews to Christianity, a policy introduced by one of the more fanatical anti-Jewish 
rulers. Perhaps all that can be said is that today we would find his views objectionable but we do not see 
the world through the eyes of the 7th century. 

Isidore is commemorated partly for his work in trying to unify the peoples of Spain and teach the Christian 
faith, but also because of his respect for knowledge and learning. He saw this as valuable, both in its own 
right and as something that could be used to educate and unite the different peoples of Spain. His great 
project was the Etymologiae, where he tried to collect summarise the main written works of the Ancient 
World, at a time when the original manuscripts were rapidly being lost. This became the world’s first 
encyclopaedia; at the least the first in the West. It became hugely popular and was a staple of medieval 
libraries throughout the Christian world. When much of 
Spain was conquered by Muslim invaders, they honoured 
Isidore for his love of learning; thus he became a bridge 
between Christians and Muslims. 

Whilst recognising Isidore’s faults, we can be thankful 
that it was through his work that much of the fruits of 
scholarship from the Classical World were not lost. And it 
was because of his invention of the encyclopaedia that in 
recent times he has found a new role; as patron saint of 
the internet, the tool that has made this article and many 
of my sermons possible, as well as supporting the work of 
my colleague. 

 

By Johann Mentelin - Universitätsbibliohek Wien, Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3776677 



 
 

6 

The United Benefice of Brown Clee 
 

Rector: Revd Terry Mason 
The Vicarage, Ditton Priors, Shropshire, WV16 6SQ  
Telephone 01746-712636 

St John the Baptist, Ditton Priors, and Holy Trinity, Wheathill & 
Loughton 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Carole Smith: 01746-712474 
Mark Smith: 01746-712394 

St Michael & All Angels, Aston 
Botterell 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Anne Preece: 01746-787237 

St Giles, Chetton 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Sheila Millington: 01746-789443 
June Preece: 01746-789211 

SS Peter & Paul, Cleobury North 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Mike Bradbury: 01746-787676 
Jane Bufton: 01746-787298 

All Saints, Neenton 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Bobbie Jarvis: 01746-787093 
Sue Hale: 01746-787650 

 

Brown Clee Group News 
Please see the Rev Terry’s panel on page 7 which is relevant to everyone in the Brown Clee Benefice. 
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A Church Near You 
Don't forget to look at the Benefice website – A Church Near You, on the Ditton Priors Church and Benefice 
Information Hub page, to see what is going on in all the parishes too. 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/search/?lat=52.498265&lon=-2.576398&place=Ditton+Priors%2C+Bridgnorth+WV16+6TL%2C+UK&text=
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/search/?lat=52.498265&lon=-2.576398&place=Ditton+Priors%2C+Bridgnorth+WV16+6TL%2C+UK&text=
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Ditton Priors News 
 

St John the Baptist 100 Club 

February March 
£20 - Jenny Collingridge 
£10 – Terri Norman 
£5 each – Claire Nickless, J&S Ballard, Jutta 

Langham 

£20 – Mrs E Wade 
£10 – Carole Smith 
£5 each – Jane Fieldhouse, John Smith, Mrs E A 

Bamford 

Ditton Priors Church 100 Club will start its 33rd year on May 1st 2021.  I do hope that existing members 
would like to re-join, together with any new members.  The contribution is £12 per year. There are 12 
monthly draws of £20, £10, and 3 prizes of £5.   In June and December there is an additional prize of £100.  
Please contact Shirley Wall, 01746 712473 – 07530 089 808 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Sanskrit 

Yesterday is already a dream, 

And tomorrow is only a vision  

But today, well lived, 

Makes every yesterday a dream of happiness, 

And every tomorrow a vision of hope.  

 

Our thanks to Jutta for these 
seasonal and apt poems, and 
for the local landscape photos 

too. 
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Cleobury North & District Village Hall 
CNVH will be a polling station for Local Elections and Police and Crime Commissioner Elections – 
Thursday 6 May 2021. 

Other than for these elections, Cleobury North Village Hall remains closed until further notice.  For 
enquiries about booking and using the hall, please call 01746-787093. 

 

Chetton News 
From Pam Downing 

St Giles’s Church and Parish 
We hope to have our services back in Chetton very soon as restrictions are lifted and Covid numbers 
recede. It will be wonderful to have some normality for us all at long last. Keep an eye on the Church Near 
You website for all updates.  

Chetton St Giles 100 Club winners - March 
• £15 – Tony Maiklem 
• £10 – Charlie Pugh 

Thank you to everyone who has kindly paid their subs already, any outstanding can be paid to Lisa please. 

Chetton Village Hall 
The hall will be open on Thursday 6th May for the local elections, for the day only. 

We hope to be able to reopen the hall from Monday 17th May. For any information please telephone Sue 
Bayliss on 789239.  The reopening will be in accordance to government guidelines, and may be subject to 
change. 

We also hope to be able to hold our Annual General Meeting towards the end of May, possibly Tuesday 25 
May, at 7.30. After nearly 30 years as treasurer, Mrs Janice Burton is retiring. We are very grateful to her 
for all her efforts, through some very challenging times for the hall. 

 

Aston Botterell, Burwarton, and Wheathill & Loughton News 
We have no items from these parishes for April.  
WN wishes everyone a very happy and peaceful 
Easter. 

 

 

A Church Near You 
Don't forget to look at the Benefice website – A 
Church Near You, on the Ditton Priors Church and 
Benefice Information Hub page, to see what is 
going on in all the parishes too. 

 

 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10502/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10502/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/search/?lat=52.498265&lon=-2.576398&place=Ditton+Priors%2C+Bridgnorth+WV16+6TL%2C+UK&text=
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/search/?lat=52.498265&lon=-2.576398&place=Ditton+Priors%2C+Bridgnorth+WV16+6TL%2C+UK&text=


 
 

10 

Neenton News 
Bobbie Jarvis writes: 

All Saints Church 
The church will  reopen in April with a service on Sunday 18th April at 
11.30pm.  Masks will be needed! 

And Dates for your Diary – On Sunday 5th September 2021, our church will 
celebrate 150 years since it was built on the site of 2 previous churches.  Bishop Richard will be in Neenton 
to play the key role in our celebration.  We are all very ready for a cheerful event, and are planning to make 
it a good one … watch this space for further details. 

We are looking at fixing a date in June or July for our annual Fete and Duck Race.  If you want to run a 
stall or some other feature, please let Bobbie know.  The Fun and Fundraising Group will be meeting soon 
to discuss the arrangements for 2021 events. 

Spring is sprung! 
We have had some wonderful photographs this month of the lambs in the fields in and around Neenton 
giving great pleasure to the people walking and taking their exercise during lockdown. Daffodils are 
flowering everywhere and the early blossom is out on the trees.  With the next phase of the road map on 
the horizon, we look forward to some fine weather to be able to enjoy the company of up to six people 
outdoors – see Pheasant opening below to take advantage of the terrace and garden. 

All Saints Tote  
 Rachel Munday – No 34 
 Sarah Mottershead – No 8 

Congratulations to our March winners.  Why not join in and have a chance of winning? Contact Sue Hale or 
Bobbie Jarvis for details.  

The Pheasant at Neenton 
 

Thank you to all who supported us and for the many appreciative messages 
following our special TakeAways in March. It’s always good to know that you’ve 
enjoyed your meals. 

The following is the menu for the Easter weekend: 

• Friday 2nd April – Good Friday – Chip Shop Tea  served hot, collect 5.30 – 
8pm 

• Saturday 3rd April – collect Easter Sunday Lunch , preprepared to finish at home – Menu – Beef, 
chicken or pork with accompanying vegetables and Yorkshire pudding, followed by Lemon Possett 
or Chocolate Brownie. 

1 Course £12, 2 courses £15 

 

The Pheasant will be reopening for outside service from 16th April following Covid guidelines. 
To discuss times  and your requirements please email  info@pheasantatneenton.couk , telephone 01746 
787955 or book direct on the website. 

mailto:info@pheasantatneenton.couk
https://www.pheasantatneenton.co.uk/book/
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Severn Valley Group of Parishes 

Rector: Revd Mike Harris 
The Rectory, Highley,  
Day off – THURSDAY 

Revd David Poyner, Curate 
Tel 01562 68638 (home) or 0121 204 3997 (work); 
email D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk 

 

St Mary, Billingsley 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Vacant 

St Peter, Chelmarsh 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Derek Arnold: 07956-844854 

St Bartholomew, Glazeley 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Vacant 

 

Benefice Church Services in April 
The Rev Mike Harris writes 

We are looking towards Easter and an opportunity to break-out of lockdown with a resurrection 
smile😊😊 and a service with all our church families around the benefice. 

Easter Day, 4th April: 
 6.30am Highley - Sunrise Service: VS (RA) (recorded highlights posted later in day). 
 8am Billingsley - Easter Communion DP 
 10am Chelmarsh - Easter Communion DP 
 10am Highley - Family Easter Communion MH/AF; staggered Easter Egg Hunt outside and virtual. 
 10.30am Glazeley - Easter Communion RL 

Easter 2, 11th April: 
 10am Holy Communion Chelmarsh: VS/KS and virtual. 
 Easter 3, 18th April: 
 10am Holy Communion Glazeley: MH/RL and virtual. 
 Easter 4, 25th April: 
 10am Family Service Highley: MW/AW and virtual. 

We will still need to have risk assessments in place for each gathering and will have to watch numbers 
carefully. 

After Easter as lockdown eases, we can revert for a while to one service a week in the benefice and look 
forward to greater freedom maybe in June/July when we’ll also need to look at the way forward for the 
Severn Centre congregation. 

Annual meetings are now permitted into June, but I’m hoping that ours will have taken place by the end of 
May and in person: Highley Wednesday 28th April at 7pm and Chelmarsh on Tuesday 18th May, 7.15pm 
(both probably in or outside church). 

Thanks for all your help over this long period of uncertainty and change. Are we better equipped now for 
the future? I hope so. 

 

Every blessing, 

Mike   Rector, Severn Valley Benefice  01746 862837 

mailto:D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk
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Hard Questions 
Last month, WN carried an announcement of a forthcoming series of debates entitled “Hard Questions”.  As 
a follow-up to the series, the Rev David Poyner has kindly contributed some further thoughts and teaching 
on the subject of forgiveness. 

 

 

Hard Questions; when do we forgive? 
 

This Lent, the Severn Valley Benefice has been running a series on “Hard Questions”; difficult topics 
raised by members of our congregations or others associated with us. The most recent was about 
forgiveness; are there some things which can never be forgiven? 

Forgiveness is indeed a hard topic. One of the most remarkable things about Jesus is that he not only 
forgave those who wronged him, he took it on himself to forgive all who had done wrong and 
repented, regardless of what they had done or to whom they had done it. This was a scandal; only 
God could had such powers of forgiveness. Of course, that was the point that Jesus was making… 

Jesus also told his followers to forgive those who done wrong against them; this is part of the Lord’s 
prayer. The prayer makes clear that Christians should do this in response to God’s forgiveness of 
themselves; it is an act of love in response to the God whose nature is love. However, we are told to 
forgive those who have hurt us; we are not told to forgive those who have hurt others. Only a victim 
can personally forgive those who have wronged her or him (when a priest pronounces forgiveness, 
she or he is actually asking God to forgive the wrong-doer). Of course, forgiving those who have hurt 
us can be hard enough, even if they claim to show remorse. Forgiveness is not the same as 
forgetting what happened; that may not be possible; in some cases it is not desirable. We cannot be 
naïve about some patterns of behaviour that keep repeating. It is not saying that there should be no 
retribution; forgiveness does not mean ignoring what justice requires. It may be that retributive justice 
is needed so the offender is made aware of the consequences of their wrong doing. But at  its most 
basic, forgiveness is about us recognising that the person who has wronged us is also a fellow 
human, loved by God and whom God wants to turn away from wrong-doing into life. We may be able 
to go further, but the at its most basic, forgiveness is about recognising the possibility of redemption.  

There remains the question of how we deal with those who sinned, sometimes gravely, against 
others, perhaps people we know and care for. The principle behind the Lord’s prayer still applies; in 
this case, not by offering forgiveness but by offering love. Again, we do this because God loves us, 
God loves all of humanity. As with forgiveness, love means being realistic, being aware of where the 
other person is. Love often needs to be tough. We need to work for and with justice, but justice does 
mean that punishments most be proportionate and means that we can look for ways of sharing our 
love that do not imperil ourselves, others or indeed the wrong-doer. At its most basic, love may simply 
be praying for someone, sharing our thoughts and concerns with God from whom flows eternal love. 
That is what Easter is about. 

Rev David Poyner 
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Glazeley News 
The Rev David Poyner writes: 

With our church building closed and our communities still in the grip of a strict lock-down, news is in short 
supply this month. We again had sad news with the death of one-time resident David Oliver, whose funeral 
took place in the church on 1st March. We extend our sympathy to all his friends and relatives.  

We can at least look forward to reopening the church. On Easter Sunday at 10.30pm, Rose Lawley will 
celebrate Holy Communion and on Sunday 18th at 10.00am Mike and Rose will jointly take a communion 
service. We are looking forward to getting back to church! Please also check the Glazeley church website 
for what is happening; https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10533/ 

 

Billingsley News 
The Rev David Poyner writes: 

The monthly 100 Club draws continue, with around £100 in prizes being shared every month. The latest 
winners were Bonnie Garvey, John Kirwin and Jenny Dutton (one of our "distant" supporters but a regular 
attender when visiting her daughter).  We are grateful to Win Lewis for doing the draw for us this month. 
There are still plenty of numbers available; see http://www.stmarys-billingsley.org.uk/100-club-draws-and-
results/ 

On Easter Sunday, we will have an 8.00am communion in Billingsley. The next Sunday we resume our 
monthly 6.00pm evening services; we will start by exploring "Holy wells and holy water"; looking at how 
water and particularly springs and wells have been used to help us meet God. We also resume our 8.00am 
communion services on the 4th Sunday of the month; so In April, this will be on Sunday 25th. 
For the future, we will be exploring "Forest Church", an initiative where we celebrate the work of God in 
nature by holding services outside of the church building, although not necessarily in a forest! Both 
Billingsley and Glazeley are in good positions to take the lead with this initiative. 

David Poyner, assistant curate, Severn Valley Benefice. 

Tel 01562 68638; email D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk   
Follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/BillingsleyChurch/  or our websites, http://www.stmarys-
billingsley.org.uk , and https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10415/  

 

Chelmarsh News 
Eleanor Haddon writes: 

Chelmarsh Friends 
A notice will be posted on Chelmarsh Parish Hall Website with details of the date Friends will resume, 
hopefully in 2021. 

Chelmarsh Walking for Health 
Chelmarsh Walking for Health meets every Monday from the Village Hall at 10am.  Walks are still 
suspended, but a notice will be posted on Chelmarsh Parish Hall website when lockdown/tier restrictions 
are lifted.  For details contact Eleanor Haddon on 01746 862884 

 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10533/
http://www.stmarys-billingsley.org.uk/100-club-draws-and-results/
http://www.stmarys-billingsley.org.uk/100-club-draws-and-results/
mailto:D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk
https://www.facebook.com/BillingsleyChurch/
http://www.stmarys-billingsley.org.uk/
http://www.stmarys-billingsley.org.uk/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10415/
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Molecule of  the Month – the Covid vaccines 

By Professor David Poyner 

 

I imagine quite a number of you will by now have had your vaccination against 
Covid; at least the first shot. Quite correctly, this is seen as a game-changer; it is 
the break-through that can release us from endless cycles of lock-downs and 
allow us to return to something like normal life. So how do the vaccines work? 

All the vaccines that are in use rely on the ability of our own cells to produce molecules called antibodies. 
These are one of the main ways we fight infection. When we go down with a viral or bacterial infection (ie a 
microbial infection), our body captures key proteins on the surface of the invading microbe. It processes 
these and then produces antibodies against them. The idea is that these antibodies then stick to the 
bacterial or viral proteins and stop them from working; this in turn stops the microbe from infecting us. In the 
case of Covid, the key protein is what is known as the Covid spike protein, which I talked about last month; 
it attaches the virus to our lung cells. Our antibodies bind to this so that it can no longer recognise our cells. 
As a result the virus dies without damaging us. 

Traditionally a vaccine is formed from the entire, dead virus that causes the disease. This virus is taken up 
by immune cells in our body and cut up so that the key proteins on its surface (like the Covid spike protein) 
can be used as “templates”  to produce the antibodies that bind to them. Today, more sophisticated 
techniques are used.  

 The Pfizer vaccine injects a molecule called messenger RNA (mRNA). 
This is taken up by the same immune cells as would have taken up the 
dead virus, but rather than these cells having to cut the Covid virus up to get 
out the spike protein, the mRNA directly causes these cells to produce the 
spike protein to trigger antibody production. The disadvantage of this 
approach is the mRNA rapidly breaks down at room temperature, which is 
why this vaccine needs to be stored frozen.  
 The AZ vaccine is similar but it uses a different molecule called DNA 
to direct our immune cells to produce the spike protein. DNA is a much 
tougher molecule than mRNA so this vaccine can be kept at room 
temperature. Both cause excellent production of antibodies that will protect 
the individual against serious infection. The vaccines cannot possibly cause 
Covid and are safe and effective, So please encourage everyone to take up 
their vaccination! 

With my colleague, Professor Mark Wheatley (pictured in March WN), I am 
working on even better ways of ensuring 
that our immune cells get their target 
proteins, so they can make effective 
antibodies. 

 

 

 

 

 

Antibodies (grey) binding to the 
headgroup of the spike protein 
(purple). By covering its surface, 
they stop it attaching to the lung. 

 

The Covid spike 
protein. This is 
shaped like a 

mushroom; the key 
part is the 

headgroup which 
is on the outside of 

the virus. 



 
 

15 

The Stottesdon Group of Parishes 

Rector: Revd Mark Daborn 
The Rectory, Stottesdon, Shropshire, DY14 8UE  
Telephone 01746-718127.  Email mark.daborn@hotmail.co.uk 
Day off – FRIDAY 

April Message 
 

‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves  

‘He is not here; for he is risen’ [Matthew 28:6] 

Easter is the celebration of new life: new life in Christ, risen from the dead; new life as the earth warms and 
produces its plenty and its beauty once again; and, this year, the hope of new life as we come out of 
pandemic. 

A couple of days ago, I was walking my dog up the lane from the ford by Prescott towards Hardwickforge, 
and singing as I walked. For the sake of the world around me, singing is something I only do when I can 
see there is nobody else around: my dog has got used to it and doesn’t listen. I was working through Don 
McLean’s ‘American Pie’ album, and found there were two verses from two different songs that struck with 
particular force at this time – and these come with apologies for any mistakes in my memories of the words! 
The first comes from the song called ‘Winterwood”: 

 ‘The birds like leaves on Winterwood 
 Sing hopeful songs on dismal days 
 They’ve learned to live life as they should 
 They are at peace with nature’s ways.’   

That seemed to be a good piece of advice on two counts: both in keeping hope in our hearts, and in living 
at peace with the created world around us. 

The second verse that struck me comes from the song called ‘Crossroads’ and came across to me as a 
prayer for coming out of pandemic: 

 ‘Can you remember who I was? 
 Can you still feel it? 
 Can you find my pain? 
 Can you heal it? 
 Then lay your hands upon me now 
 And cast this darkness from my soul. 
 You alone can light my way 
 You alone can make me whole once again.’ 

I think that’s a good prayer for this Easter: for a time of new life coming out of pandemic; new life in the 
earth; new life in Christ. 

Happy Easter!  
Mark Daborn 

 

mailto:mark.daborn@hotmail.co.uk
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Stottesdon Benefice Group News 

St Mary, Stottesdon 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Clare Tibbits: 01746-718007 

St Giles, Farlow 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Joan Evans - 01746-718619 
Nigel Savage-Bailey - 07989-308599 

Holy Trinity, Sidbury 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Andrew Sierkowski - 07934-714149 
 

St Mary, Cleeton St Mary 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Sue Dolphin: - 01584 890583 
Gill Jordan: - 01584 891082 

St John, Middleton Scriven 
CHURCHWARDEN 
vacant – so for now your contact is 
Rev Mark Daborn - 01746-718127 

St Michael, Silvington 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Annette Metcalfe: - 01584 890161 

 

The Rev Mark Daborn writes: 

Churches in April 
If the government roadmap out of lockdown is still going according to plan, we shall be re-opening for Easter, 
starting on Good Friday at Cleeton St Mary and Easter Day at the other five churches. Face coverings will be 
essential and to help us plan social distancing, please tell your Churchwarden in advance if you would like to join 
us for any of these services. 

Through the rest of April we will have restricted opening of churches for Sunday worship, and each church will 
open for Private Prayer as shown in the grid below. 

Online services will continue to be recorded that you can pick up where and when may be convenient for 
you, either on the Stottesdon Benefice website, on the Stottesdon Benefice Facebook page, or on You 
Tube, which you can find on this link:  Stottesdon benefice - YouTube 

 

 
Church 
open for 

Prayer on 

Easter Services 
2nd Sunday of 

Easter 
3rd Sunday of 

Easter 
4th Sunday of 

Easter 

*2nd+4thApril 11th April 18th April 25th April 

Cleeton St M Tuesdays 6pm G*F     4pm HC 

Farlow Saturdays 9am EHC       

Middleton Scriven Mondays 9am HC       

Sidbury Wednesdays 4pm HC       

Silvington Fridays 1030 EHC 630pm EP     

Stottesdon Sundays 1030 HC 1030 HC 1030 HC 1030 HC 

          
G*F – Good Friday liturgy  

Fri 2 April 
EHC – Extended Holy 

Communion 
HC - Holy Communion 

 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=stottesdon+benefice


 
 

17 

From the Stottesdon Benefice Registers 

Stottesdon – 26th March – Funeral Office + Jennifer Howes RIP + and burial at Sidbury 
 

Lectionary for April 2021 

 

 

Advance Notice of Parish Annual Meetings 
Annual Meetings this year will take place after the next stage of relaxation of lockdown (planned on May 
17th)  in the respective churchyards, unless numbers permit using the church.  All meetings will be held at 
7pm. Dates  as follows: 

• Monday 17th May:  Cleeton St Mary 
• Wednesday 19th May:  Silvington 
• Sunday 23rd May:   Stottesdon 
• Tuesday 25th May:   Farlow 
• Wednesday 26th May: Middleton Scriven 
• Saturday 29th May:   Sidbury 

Stottesdon Community Noticeboard 
Bridgnorth Food Bank can now accept monetary gifts via Internet Banking and this a very easy way of 

getting your donation direct to those in desperate need of our help at this very difficult time. 
To give online, please use the following details –  Bridgnorth Community Trust, sort code 
20-85-46,  account 73700445, and quote ‘Food Bank’ as the reference. If you’d like an 
acknowledgement of your gift, please advise the volunteer team that you have sent a 

donation - by email to: khbowley@googlemail.com 

Sunday 4th Sunday 11th Sunday 18th Sunday 25th 

Easter Day Second of Easter Third of Easter Fourth of Easter 

White White White White 

Isaiah 25:6-9 
Psalm 118 
Acts 10:34-43 
John 20:11-18 

Exodus 14:10-end, 
15:20-21 

Psalm 133  
Acts 4:32-35 
John 20:19-end 

Zephaniah 3:14-end 
Psalm 4 
Acts 3:12-19 
Luke 24:36b-48     

Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18, 
8:6-18, 9:8-13 

Psalm 23 
Acts 4:5-12 
John 10:11-18 

The deadline for the MAY - PENTECOST 2021 edition (Stottesdon Benefice and Parishes) is to get 
copy to Chris by first thing Thursday 22nd April  Thanks! 

If you, or someone you know, is in need of prayer or a visit or Communion at home or 
elsewhere, then please contact Mark direct, or ask your churchwardens to help you to 

arrange this. 

mailto:khbowley@googlemail.com
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Silvington News 
Annette Metcalfe writes: 

We are praying that services can resume for Easter, as set out 
above. Please let me know if you’d like to come along so that 
we can plan accordingly. The church will be open for private 
prayer on Fridays throughout April. 

 

Cleeton St Mary News 
Gill Jordan writes:  

February 100 Club results: 
• £20 Wendy Dolphin No 21; 
• £10 Stanley Weston No 13; and Pam & George Downs No 64; 
• £5 George Wagg No 44, and Wendy Dolphin No 109 

Easter Church opening and services 
The church will be open for private prayer every Tuesday in April.  Our Easter service is on Good Friday, 
April 2nd at 6:00pm. Due to Covid restrictions can you please let either of the Churchwardens Sue Dolphin 
or Sue Jordan know if you would like to attend. 

 

Farlow News 

Church services 
Please remember to let the churchwardens know if you’d like to come along to 
services this month, so that they can plan for social distancing requirements. 

The church will also be open for private prayer on every Saturday in April. 

There is no other report for Farlow, Oreton and district this month.  

 

 

 

Sidbury News 
No report from Sidbury this month. 

Please let the Church Warden know if you’d 
like to come along to services in April, so 
that we can plan the appropriate social 
distancing. 

The church will also be open for private 
prayer every Wednesday in April, 

  
The Rev Mark has been out and about capturing the 

sunshine in Stottesdon Benefice. 
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Stottesdon Church Parish Notices and News 
Clare Tibbits writes: 

 

Please let me know if you’d like to come along to services this month, so that we can plan for appropriate 
social distancing. Church will be open every Sunday for private prayer. 

St Mary’s Church 100 Club – March draw winners 
Congratulations to the winners - Eleanor Marsh,   Ben Griffiths,   Julie Whitehouse. 

 

Middleton Scriven News 
 

Ann Constable writes:  

Our Church is open for private prayer on Mondays 10am - 6pm. 

Easter Sunday Service - April 4th at 9 am. Our first service here since 
Christmas! Please let Ann know if you are planning to attend so seating can 
be arranged for social distancing.  Please don’t forget your masks.  

And as masks are still very much a feature in our lives, here’s a little prayer 
about them:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mask Prayer 

Creator, as I prepare to go into the world, help me to see the sacrament in the wearing of 
this cloth - let it be "an outward sign of an inward grace" -a tangible and visible way of 

living love for my neighbours, as I love myself. 

Christ, since my lips will be covered, uncover my heart, that people would see my smile in 
the crinkles around my eyes. Since my voice may be muffled, help me to speak clearly, 

not only with my words, but with my actions. 

Holy Spirit, as the elastic touches my ears, remind me to listen carefully - and full of care 
- to all those I meet. 

May this simple piece of cloth be shield and banner, and each breath that it holds, be 
filled with your love. 

In your Name and in that love, I pray. 

May it be so. May it be so. 

Amen 

[Permission to share given by Rt Rev Richard Bott, 
Moderator of the United Church of Canada] 
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Our community: A date for your diaries! 
Annual plant sale: Saturday May 8th 10am.  Exact location to be confirmed. 

As we are getting busier in our gardens in this springtime, any surplus plants 
being grown or extra plants from perennials being split up, please pot them 
up for our annual plant sale. All contributions very gratefully received.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Best wishes to all from Middleton Scriven for Easter 
and for the coming month as we are, hopefully, 

gradually moving along the road out of lockdown. 
Stay safe! 
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Introducing South Shropshire Climate Action 
Lorna Taylor got in touch to share news of a relatively new group: 

Climate Crisis? What can we do?  
What difference can we make in rural Shropshire? 

South Shropshire Climate Action began in November 2019 following a large public meeting in Craven Arms 
of concerned citizens. The second event was a very successful online conference in September 2020 
which strongly supported the idea of local action to combat the twin threats of Climate Change and 
Biodiversity Loss. Philip Dunne, the local MP, attended both meetings.  

Shropshire has several distinct areas and we choose to focus on the Ludlow constituency because we – by 
chance – all lived within its boundary, as are the 17 parishes covered by the Wheatland News.  We want 
our work to be practical and our special geography informs all we do. 

A similar campaign is taking place by Shropshire Climate Action Partnership (SCAP). The SCAP plan has a 
broader focus across all of Shropshire; we see the groups as complementary and there is a great deal of 
cooperation between them, and with other long-standing community groups. 

Our objective is to create an action plan for the achievement of Net Zero Carbon emissions in South 
Shropshire by 2030 and, in conjunction with others, to implement the plan as far as possible. 

There are four working groups focussing on Buildings & Energy, Transport and Land & Biodiversity – and 
the fourth concentrating on Communities and Education including the creation and maintenance of a 
website so that materials are available for community groups and schools. 

We are contacting local organisations of all kinds to see how we can learn and help with mitigating the 
climate and ecological crisis. Our next online conference is scheduled for the morning of 22nd May 2021. 
There is still time to join one of the working groups. And we would be pleased to hear from you if you would 
just like to know more. 

A lot of inspiring local actions are already happening. We don't need to re-invent the wheel, but we can 
strengthen everything that is already going on by sharing all our experience and knowledge. It can 
sometimes be surprising to find out what others are doing, and solutions they have found. 'Why didn't we 
think of that before?' 

We CAN make a difference by working together and drawing on a wealth of expertise that is already in our 
midst! 

We would love to have a conversation with you about what you are already doing and want to do and how 
we can help each other. We would really value your local expertise and knowledge.  

We would like to ask you: 
• What’s the best thing you or your organisation has done in the last year to help cut greenhouse gas 

emissions or loss of natural habitat? 
• What’s the most important thing you want to do next? 
• What will help you do that? 

Please get in touch if you’d like to book a brief chat to start the ball rolling. 

Thank you! 

Contact SSCA  e: info@southshropshireclimateaction.org   

w: https://southshropshireclimateaction.org 

https://southshropshireclimateaction.org/
mailto:info@southshropshireclimateaction.org
https://southshropshireclimateaction.org/


Useful Community Contacts 
Brown Clee Walkers Meeting Place for walks - Ditton Priors Church. 01746-712662 

Burwarton & District WI Meets in Cleobury North Village Hall.  The 2nd Tuesday of each month at 2.30pm.  Contact 
01746-712466  

Little Explorers Pre-School, Ditton 
Priors Open Monday to Friday 9.00am – 3.00pm. Contact Wendy Lloyd 01746-712506 / 787549 

Burwarton & District Garden Club Meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 8.00 pm.  Contact 01584-823723 for details of 
topic and venue 

Burwarton & District Wives Group Meeting 8pm 1st Wednesday of the month. Contact Debbie Jones 01746-712421or Gill Severn 
01746-712231 

Chelmarsh Crown Green Bowling 
Club Welcomes old and new members. Contact Sue Jackman 01746-862850 

Chelmarsh Indoor Short Mat 
Bowling  

Welcomes old and new members. The sessions are every Tuesday evening from 7.30-10.00pm. 
Further details Sue Jackman 01746-862850 

Chelmarsh Parish Hall Available for hire -  booking@chelmarshparishhall.co.uk 
Chelmarsh Jubilee Club Parish Hall 01746-86525 Jean Davis 

Chelmarsh Walking for Health Monday 10.00am except Bank Holidays.  Parish Hall. Eleanor Haddon 01746-862884. 2 levels of 
walking available 

Chelmarsh Friends Meet every 2nd Wednesday 7.30pm Chelmarsh Parish Hall. Jenny Green 01746-862191 

Cleobury North Village Hall Enquiries to 01746-787093 please 

Tae kwon-do Chelmarsh Parish Hall Tuesday evening.  Suitable for children & Adults. Neil Morris Thursday 
5.45pm. 07969-996055 

Chelmarsh Parent & Toddler 
Group 

Every Tuesday during term time 9.30 – 11.30 Chelmarsh Parish Hall. Contact Pam Baker 07846-
692323 

Chetton & Gazeley WI Meets in Chetton Village Hall on the 2nd Wednesday of the month 7.30pm Sam O’Sullivan 
01746-868225 

Chetton Folk Dance Club Meets Chetton Village Hall, last Wednesday of month except August Tel. Janice Burton 01584-
823802 

Chorley Village Hall Available for Hire (fully equipped kitchen, digital projection equipment and large screen) 
contact Jenny or Charlie on 01746-718437 

Short Mat Bowling  Every Monday & Thursday 2.30 – 4.30pm at Cleeton & Silvington Village Hall, October to end of 
April. Pam 01584-89261 

Cleeton & Silvington V H  Zumba - Thursdays 6.30pm 7.30pm all year Ula 01584-890200 

Fun & Fitness for 50+ Cleobury North Village Hall - low impact fitness programme working the whole body every 
Tuesday 10.00 – 11.15am. Contact 01584-823640 

Ditton Priors Art Group Village Hall Wednesday morning (except Christmas) 9.30 – 12.30pm all welcome Various visual 
art forms eg Water Colour, Oils & Acrylics.  Mrs Denise Davies 01746-712521 

Short Mat Bowling 
Ditton Priors Village Hall Every Tuesday afternoon 2.00 - 4.00pm Wednesday 7.30-10.00pm 
except the second Wednesday in the month when it will be Thursday at 8.00 – 10.00pm. 
Everyone is welcome - try at no charge.  Contact 01746-712157 

Ditton Priors WI Meets in Ditton Priors Village Hall on 2nd Wednesday each month at 7.15pm 01746-712473 

Ditton Priors Local History Group The Local History Centre, next to the Willows Café, opens 12.00-2.00 on Saturdays, and at 
other times by arrangement.   Contact 01746-712850 

Ditton Priors Parent & Toddlers 
Group 

Meet in the Pavilion, Playing Fields, Ditton Priors Thursday 9.30 -11.30 am everyone welcome 
for a coffee and play. 

Ditton Priors Book Club Jenny -01746-712665  

Knowle Sports Club Second hand sales held every first Saturday of the month, 7.30am – 11am proceeds to 
Children’s Football Field 01584-890644 

Stottesdon Gateway Nursery Pre-school, holiday club and wraparound sessions.  An integral part of Stottesdon Primary 
School, Contact 01746-718769 

Stottesdon & District W.I.    Meets in various venues on the 3rd Wednesday in each month details from Helena Hale 01746 
718012 or Clare Tibbits 01746-718007 

Stoke St Milborough Dance Mike 01746-712774 - Betty 01746-77515 
Domestic Abuse Hotline   Telephone Number 08448-044999 

 


	Contents
	Editorial
	May edition deadline!
	Please would you send all contributions for the May 2021 edition of WN to your contact, as below, no later than Monday April 26th.


	Diocese of Hereford
	April message from the Bishop of Hereford

	Bishop Richard looks back on the last year in his final message for March.  Keep watching his weekly videos on the Hereford Diocese website, or on Youtube.  
	Saint of the Month - Isidore of Seville – 4th April
	By Rev David Poyner

	The United Benefice of Brown Clee
	Brown Clee Group News
	A Church Near You

	Ditton Priors News
	St John the Baptist 100 Club

	Cleobury North & District Village Hall
	Chetton News
	St Giles’s Church and Parish
	Chetton St Giles 100 Club winners - March
	Chetton Village Hall

	Aston Botterell, Burwarton, and Wheathill & Loughton News
	A Church Near You

	Neenton News
	All Saints Church
	Spring is sprung!
	All Saints Tote

	The Pheasant at Neenton
	The following is the menu for the Easter weekend:
	The Pheasant will be reopening for outside service from 16th April following Covid guidelines.


	March
	February
	Severn Valley Group of Parishes
	Benefice Church Services in April
	The Rev Mike Harris writes
	Easter Day, 4th April:
	Easter 2, 11th April:

	Hard Questions
	Glazeley News
	The Rev David Poyner writes:

	Billingsley News
	The Rev David Poyner writes:

	Chelmarsh News
	Eleanor Haddon writes:
	Chelmarsh Friends
	Chelmarsh Walking for Health


	Molecule of the Month – the Covid vaccines
	The Stottesdon Group of Parishes
	April Message

	Stottesdon Benefice Group News
	Churches in April
	From the Stottesdon Benefice Registers
	Stottesdon – 26th March – Funeral Office + Jennifer Howes RIP + and burial at Sidbury

	Lectionary for April 2021
	Advance Notice of Parish Annual Meetings
	Stottesdon Community Noticeboard
	Silvington News
	Annette Metcalfe writes:

	Cleeton St Mary News
	February 100 Club results:
	Easter Church opening and services

	Farlow News
	Church services

	Sidbury News
	Stottesdon Church Parish Notices and News
	St Mary’s Church 100 Club – March draw winners

	Middleton Scriven News
	Our community: A date for your diaries!


	The Mask Prayer
	Best wishes to all from Middleton Scriven for Easter and for the coming month as we are, hopefully, gradually moving along the road out of lockdown. Stay safe!
	Introducing South Shropshire Climate Action
	Climate Crisis? What can we do?
	What difference can we make in rural Shropshire?
	We would like to ask you:


	Useful Community Contacts

