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Jesus enters Jerusalem and the crowds welcome him. 
By   Pietro_Lorenzett
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SHURDINGTON CHURCH HALL
School Lane, Shurdington

lettings for groups and private functions
Rates £22 large room, £1 6.50 small room per 

session
Further details from

Mrs Julie Miller Tel. 01 242 7011 27 (no later 
than 8pm please)

WITCOMBE & BENTHAM VILLAGE HALL
Enquiries should be made to the Custodian

0751 8 1 37635
witcombevillagehall@gmail.com
www.witcombevillagehall.co.uk

BADGEWORTH VILLAGE HALL
Our newly refurnished old school hall is 

anexcellent venue for
rehearsals, meetings, receptions and small 

parties, seating a maximum
of 50 people.

Reception hall, main hall and fully fitted 
kitchen.

New car park for hall users (opposite hall).
Hire charge per session: £20 (8am-1 pm, 1 

pm-6pm, 6pm-11 pm)
For enquiries and bookings, please contact
Rachel Cottell on 01 452 71 5034 or email
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Pastoral
Letter
 Robert writes

March 2021

My dear friends
It is Ash Wednesday as I am writing this letter, the very
beginning of Lent.

Lent is traditionally a time for prayerful reflection and spiritual
assessment of our personal and corporate Christian lives.
Indeed, so much so that most of us give something up that we
enjoy indulging ourselves in as a mark of repentance and self-
discipline.

I am reminded of the time my sister announced during a family
discussion that she knew what to give up for Lent “those horrible
green beans!”. As she was only about four of five at the time this
caused some confusion, then hilarity, as mum and dad realised
that she meant peas. I think she still is not over fond of them to
this day.

It was much later that the penny dropped that it should be
something you liked, not disliked, that was given up for Lent.

Given the current circumstances I do not believe that we as
individuals or as a church have reviewed our lives more or in
greater depth than we have over the past year. It seems as
though every activity from Sunday worship to fund-raising events
has undergone a scrutiny and assessment like never before.
Lent, if you like, had been extended almost indefinitely.

A great many things have had to be cancelled to prevent close
contact with others. Many others have had to change radically in

Pastoral
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order for us to protect each other. New styles of worship have
begun, others have been suspended “for the duration”.

I know that I am not alone in longing for us to be able to
congregate in our church buildings once more and share the love
of Christ Jesus in worship. It has been hard, but there is now
some glimmer of light at the end of the tunnel as the vaccine
programme rolls out across the country and, eventually, around
the world.

In the meantime, we must keep our self-discipline in place and
protect one another as much as we can.

Revd Ian gave a lovely sermon some while ago in which he
suggested that, rather than give something up, we should try
doing something new to observe the season of Lent. Revd Susan
put a lot of opportunities for this in last month’s 3in1.

To do this would do two things. The first would be to prevent that
increasing sense of deprivation, that yearning for whatever it is
that we have given up. The “forbidden fruit” syndrome if you like.
The second is that whatever we choose, it will be something we
should look forward to rather than dread or resent.

Even though this issue will be published and distributed after Lent
has started, there is no reason why whatever we do can only
start on Ash Wednesday and be continuous until Easter Day.
Indeed, Lent does not include Sundays in the forty days total as
Sundays were considered “Feast Days”.

Whatever you do to observe the season of Lent, I wish you all a
blessed and fruitful time in preparation and readiness for Easter,
however we may celebrate and worship.

Robert Poole                                                         Reader.
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Services

March/April 2021 services
We are still not sure when the church buildings will open, but
we will continue with our usual online worship on the
Greenway Churches Facebook page at 10am every
Sunday morning, and midday prayers every weekday at
noon. All are welcome!

There will be extra services online for Lent, Holy Week & Easter
as follows:

Every Friday in March online service of Compline (Night Prayer)
at 9pm.

Holy Week Monday 29th March to Friday 2nd April 9am Morning
Prayer online and Monday to Thursday 9pm Compline online.

Also on Good Friday 2nd April 2pm, Benefice Taizé Service.

EASTER DAY – Please see the April magazine; we would
love to have in person services in each church, but that
decision will be made nearer the time. There will be a pre-
recorded service of Holy Communion for Easter, premieréd
on Facebook at 10am.

First Sunday 3pm St Mary’s Holy Communion
Second Sunday 11:30 Holy Trinity Holy Communion

3pm St Paul’s Worship

Third Sunday 3pm St Mary’s Worship
Fourth Sunday 11:30 Holy Trinity Morning worship

3pm St Paul’s Holy Communion
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PLEASE CHECK our Facebook page, Greenwaychurches,
or the pages on “A CHURCH NEAR YOU” or look for a poster
at your church, to see what we can do in this rapidly changing
climate. There are also some more worship resources in this
magazine.
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The Messenger

Bishop Rachel encourages us to give to a new initiative we have
developed with Christian Aid to show our thanksgiving for our
vaccines.

The two organisations have come together to give people an
opportunity to pass on the sense of relief and blessing at being
vaccinated by making a donation to Christian Aid’s Coronavirus
Appeal. Funds from the appeal are helping vulnerable communities
around the world access soap, food and vital health information in the
face of the pandemic.

Bishop Rachel said. “The hope is that people will give generously to the
work of Christian Aid from a place of thanksgiving.  Whether people
can give just a few pounds or a much larger sum, it will make a huge
difference to communities across the globe.”

Christian Aid partners have so far directly helped over half a million
people in 27 countries including distributing food packages to nearly
60,000 people struggling to feed their families after losing work during
lockdown and the economic downturn.

Almost £1,000 has already been given to the fund with donors from
across Gloucestershire expressing their gratitude at being able to be
protected against coronavirus. Visit this page to find out more
events.tapsimple.org/page/christian-aid/we-are-thankful-for-our-
vaccines

March 2021
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 Lent this year runs from February 17 to April 3 but these courses
and materials can be started at any time. For more details and to
download resources or register for a course visit
www.gloucester.anglican.org/about-us/christian-faith-what-we-
believe/lent/

Covid-19 has given the opportunity for some of us to re-evaluate our
lives: to consider our priorities and consider what God is doing.
Others of us have been so stressed or busy that we have ploughed on
relentlessly. Whichever applies to you, why not spend lockdown
being locked into something that will enable you to discover what
God is doing in your life?

Personal Shapes for Living, using key subjects from the Lent course,
offers individual Christians, however young or old, a chance to
explore the shape of their life by chatting to another person. Register
your interest at https://bit.ly/2Z2uN4m

A free five week Lent course to help you find balance in your life. ‘Life
in all its fullness’ is the gift God wants for all of us, but if we are to live
that calling well, we will need to find a sustainable, nurturing shape for
our own lives, so easily over-busy with stressful and overwhelming
demands.
gloucester.anglican.org/your-ministry/shapes-for-living/

This course offers then chance to explore how we are all uniquely
made and that God actually loves and likes us. It looks at questions of
identity, calling and service, and includes amazing true stories of local
people.  Using easily downloadable videos and materials the course is
freely available at  www.lovedandliked.life. Hard copies of the
workbooks can be obtained from pgodfrey@glosdioc.org.uk
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Did you know that in 2018, one third of victims identified by the UK
Modern Slavery Helpline were women? Women in the Shadows is a
new course for Lent, created by The Clewer Initiative, to help shine a
light on the suffering of marginalised women. The course focuses on
the different ways women and girls are exploited in the UK today.
Download the resources
from www.theclewerinitiative.org/womenintheshadows

The Church of England’s Lent Campaign for 2021. This year’s
#LiveLent challenge offers a series of reflections, readings and prayers.
Author Hannah Steele will unpack ways to share the Gospel story
afresh and share how we can live Jesus’ story in our own lives simply
by allowing people to be drawn to him through our natural gifts. Why
not read the book as a worshipping community and use the videos
together each week? Visit www.churchofengland.org/livelent

An eight session course exploring what prayer might look like if you
tried something different. Led by Pauline Godfrey and Peter Hill with
some excellent video presentations, discussion and practical
experience. There will be the chance through breakout rooms to talk
to other Christians about a core part of our faith.     Book at
https://bit.ly/3cWuOPl

God calls all of us to something—it could be a role or a job or a way of
living. These two sessions together give us a chance to stop and reflect
what God may be calling us to be—not as something else to make us
busy, but in the sense of deepening our relationship. At whatever stage
of searching God’s will for your life, come and explore what walking
with God might look like for you. Over the two sessions there will also



9

be the opportunity to listen to the stories of people who have been on
this journey and to chat with them. https://bit.ly/3cTiMpU

A Personal Shape for Living offers individual Christians, however young
or old, a chance to explore the shape of their life by chatting to
another person. You can sign up to get an encourager to speak to
about your faith journey, to listen to you and perhaps to point you in
the way of new ideas and resources that will help you to grow in faith.
If you’d like to find out more before you commit, book this
information session at https://bit.ly/3rBRLLH

Visit Facebook , email kclamp ,
follow us on Twitter , view videos on YouTube 

 or visit our website 

ST PAUL’S
Helen and I wish to thank all who supported

and contributed to both the Christmas
Wreath Making and Raffle.

£1,143 00 was raised for St. Paul’s Church, a
wonderful result.      Clare
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Witcombe and Bentham Chess
Tournament

Don’t worry if you’ve never played before –
what better time to start?
Partake in the first ever village tournament in
which the winner will be crowned King or
Queen for a year (unless they’re impeached by
a 2/3 majority). The games will be played using
a free app called Chess Time – Multiple
Players by Haptic Apps LLC, which can be
down loaded onto a smartphone from the
appstore.
There will be an entry fee of £5 to finance the
coveted prize and the excess wealth will go to
the WSF for local charitable purposes.
So make your move and register an interest
with Christine Dyer at
christinedyermmx@btinternet.com or on 01452
862399 saying whether you are a beginner,
intermediate or grand master. Once the number
of entrants is known, the games will be
arranged, and payments taken; so watch this
square.

Chess
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If you are in need of a little extra help with groceries, please do get in
contact with us. We can arrange for a couple of bags of food to be ready
for you to collect at St Paul’s Church Hall in Shurdington.

Please email greenwaychurches@gmail.com

or leave a message on 07587 444142

If you are shielding or isolating we can arrange a home
doorstep delivery.

This is open to anyone who lives in the Greenway Benefice,
(Badgeworth, Shurdington, Witcombe with Bentham), or with
children attending Shurdington C of E Primary School or
Shurdington Pre-School.

If some longer term help might be appreciated, please do also let
us know as we can put you in contact with some lovely charities
who will be able to offer support.

Many thanks to our generous sponsors.

Greenway gifts
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All Welcome at       

A WSF SPRING QUIZ

on Saturday, 20th March, at 7.30pm

100 CLUB DRAWS

Entries as Team of 6  as individual to make up
team

to Christine 01452 862399
christinedyermmx@btinternet.com

      £20 per team

Spring quiz
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Useful Phone

*at Chequers Road, Gloucester:
Collections and Sale of furniture, electrical goods etc.

Useful Phone Numbers:
Furniture Recycling Warehouse 01 452 331 333
Removal of Bulky Waste 01 684 29501 0
Glos Highways 0800 0 51 4 51 4
Faulty Streetlights 0800 0 51 4 51 4
Police (non-emergency) 1 01
1 01 is 1 5p, the local call number is 01 452 726920
Fire/Police/Ambulance 999
(emergency only)
NHS ‘Out of Hours’ 08454 220220
NHS Help line 111
Adult social services and
District nurses 01 452 328224
Samaritans 11 61 23
Citizens Advice 01 452 527202
Children’s social services 01 452 32821 3
CARE direct 0800 444000
Electricity Power Loss 0800 328 1111
Water Services & 0800 783 4444
Emergencies
Gas Emergency 0800 111 999
Emmaus* 01 452 41 3095
*at Chequers Road, Gloucester:
Collections and Sale of furniture, electrical goods etc.
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Shurdington

SHURDINGTON CHURCH
& VILLAGE

ORGANISATIONS
Churchwardens Mrs Clare Stewart (01 242) 862598

Mr Andrew Spence (01 242) 8621 01
PCC Secretary Mrs Lisa Pearson (01 242) 862538
PCC Treasurer Mr Mark King (01 242) 862505
Gift Aid Officer Mrs Joan Puffett (01 242) 862647
Sacristan Mr Andrew Spence (01 242) 8621 01
Church Flowers Mrs Helen King (01 242) 862505
Sunday School Staff Mr Kevin Stubbs (01 242) 5771 23
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Lisa Pearson (01 242) 862538
Mothers’ Union Mrs Kate Thompson (01 242) 862467
Church Hall Lettings Mrs Julie Miller (01 242) 7011 27
Verger Mr Michael Cass (01 242) 8611 39
Friends of St Paul’s Mrs Clare Stewart (01 242) 862598
Parish Council Clerk Lizzie Abderraahim (07906) 960984
Shurdington Pre School Tess Engelbrecht (07867) 81 3627
Gardening Society Mr. G. Woodruffe (07792) 269353
Scouts Group Mr Paul Calleja-Gera (07770) 480272
Shurdington Sports Club Mr J Barnfield (01 242) 862826
Friendship Club Mrs Maureen West (01 242) 863991
Childrens’ Society Mrs Helen King (01 242) 862505

In time of illness if you would like a visit and / or to be
remembered in prayer please contact Clare Stewart (01 242)
862598, Sue Padfield (01 452) 862509.

Three in One Magazine
Editor John Cummins

(01 242) 86251 8
e-mail address: editor3in1 @gmail.com

Business Manager Ian Davies tel (01 242) 861 293
email: iandavies@pobox.com
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BadgeworthWitcombe & Bentham

WITCOMBE & BENTHAM
CHURCH & VILLAGE

ORGANISATIONS
Churchwardens Mrs Sue Padfield (01 452) 862509

Mrs Lynne Cooper (01 452) 864523
PCC Secretary Mrs Sue Padfield (01 452) 862509
PCC Treasurer/Gift Aid Officer Mr Jon Frewin (01 452) 862583
Verger Mrs Jane Bell (01 452) 862558
Captain of Bells
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Lynne Cooper (01 452) 864523
Magazine Coordinator Mrs Sue Padfield (01 452) 862509
Village Hall Enquiries Custodian (0751 8) 1 37635
Witcombe Social Fundraisers Mrs Christine Dyer (01 452) 862399
Witcombe Under 5s Kyla Hill thevictoria@btinternet.com

BADGEWORTH CHURCH &
VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS

Churchwarden Mr Paul Stanfield (01 242) 51 2926
PCC Secretary Mrs Anna Stanfield (01 242) 51 2926
PCC Treasurer Mr Malcolm Brown (01 452) 71 4639
Gift Aid Officer Mr Roger Brown (01 242) 2391 79
Sacristan Mrs Sue Avery (01 242) 520388
Verger Mrs Rachel Cottell (01 452) 71 5034
Captain of Bells Mr David Turner (01 452) 71 2302
Electoral Roll Officer Mr Roger Brown (01 242) 2391 79
Fabric Officer Mr Ray Frewing (01 452) 855661
Parish Council Clerk Mrs H.L. Jones 078400731 43
Village Hall Mrs Rachel Cottell (01 452) 71 5034
Friends of Church Mrs Beverly Pickering (01 452) 71 2907
Badgeworth WI Mrs Sylvia Dodimead (01 452) 71 3981
Church Flowers Mrs Diana Brown (01 242) 2391 79



Military service

IT’S LOCK DOWN !     MILITARY SERVICE

It was in my mid-teens that I decided I would join
the Royal Air Force – why? – well, some of my
relatives had served and it seemed a good idea
at the time (heard that before?).  Applied
successfully to enter the RAF College, Cranwell -
flying wasn’t my forte so entered the
Administrative Branch – graduated 1967 as the
most junior of commissioned officers!

First posting was to RAF Leuchars, St Andrews,
Scotland, a fighter base with 2 Lightning
Squadrons and a helicopter air sea rescue unit.
Very enjoyable, attractive area, good social
activity, plenty of girlfriends, including my wife to
be!  Next, to RAF Goose Bay, a small unit in
Labrador, northern Canada, which supported low
flying training for our V-bombers and was co-
located with American and Canadian military;
memorable as Lis and I were married there! Lis
had earlier joined the International Grenfell
Mission which provided qualified nurses /
midwives to Labrador and Newfoundland – she
was based in St Johns, the capital of the
province and the easternmost city in North
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America. It might have been considered  ‘local’
by the Newfoundlanders but it was still 300 miles
away from RAF Goose Bay!

After that, various locations, moving every 2½ - 3
years - London, Oxford, Scotland, Gloucester
and overseas.  Various jobs, from accountancy,
general administration, disciplinary matters,
career management, recruiting, event
organisation  - on RAF bases, large and small,
MOD London.

When I first joined up Wednesday afternoons
were always ‘sports afternoons’ – yes, there
were some Egyptian PT exponents but most ac-
tually enjoyed a sport! Fitness was understanda-
bly encouraged and so it was that my athletics
training was put to good use with numerous
matches representing the RAF against other mili-
tary, both UK and overseas forces, university
teams, various athletics clubs and so on. I was
also asked to join the Scottish Commonwealth
Games Team to be held in Edinburgh in July
1970, for the Triple Jump, but with brilliant mili-
tary timing I was posted overseas shortly before
the big occasion – ah well such is life …..…. !
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There were war exercises and alerts, which
could be called anytime and lasting for perhaps 3
days -  usually starting at 3am or thereabouts!
We practised reaction to air raids, utilities
failures, commando attacks and so on.
Preparation and practice for these was always
worse than the actual evaluation but I suppose
that was part of the military experience!

One thing you get used to in the military is
moving house  - an experience many people
dread! We have had around 17 house moves
so we find moving is just another ordinary
activity! My sister recently moved after 52 years
in the same house and found the experience
quite unnerving! It does, though, help you to sort
out all the essential homely items from those
nice but unnecessary ones!

One aspect of military life rarely highlighted is
support of the local community. As an example,
when at RAF Hereford we had a call from the
town council -  could we assist with manpower to
help clear a mud slip which was threatening an
elderly lady’s house in a location difficult to reach
with heavy machinery.  This took a few days
work but we saved the house.



Best jobs? Four stand out: Goose Bay,
Labrador (living and working in snow for much
of the year); Ankara (British Embassy, Ankara, a
diplomatic appointment with CENTO – Central
Treaty Organisation or the Baghdad Pact
(anyone remember that? – in the days when Iran
was a member and was still known as Persia);
Hong Kong (re-locate RAF from downtown
Kowloon to rural New Territories) and
Gloucester (believe it or not), where I was
responsible for all RAF major event organisation.

Military life for Lis and I was overall really
enjoyable and gave us some great experiences.
For Lis it meant always being ready to move and
short term jobs - not always popular with
employers! At times it was certainly hard work
and long hours, but good fun. We met some
lovely people and spent time at various bases
throughout the UK and around the world.  I
would recommend it to anyone!

Geoff Pilgrim-Morris
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SHURDINGTON &
BADGEWORTH

GARDENING SOCIETY
Spring is here – just looking
at the snowdrops, daffodils
etc. makes you realise that a

new season has begun.
For gardeners this is a time of preparation.  If the soil is still wet do
not walk on it until it has dried out.  Soil can be warmed using
cloches or plastic sheeting before sowing and planting.  Tender
vegetable seeds (tomatoes, chillies etc) can be sown indoors to
start them off.
Finish pruning roses early in the month, pick off any developing
seed heads on daffodils and other spring bulbs but leave the
foliage to die back naturally allowing the goodness to be put back
in the bulb.
Scattered sieved garden compost over lawns and brush or rake in.
Hopefully the weather will be kind to us again this year and we can
all enjoy our gardens.

Stay safe keep gardening
Janette Willis (Secretary)

Gardening
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Lent Journey 2021

Lent Journey 2021
This document offers you a journey through Lent as an
individual, as a family or in your support bubble. You are
invited to find some objects to help the experience. This is
your journey; whether you decide to find the items or not,
and how you decide to use the items is up to you.

Suggested items:  Ash Wednesday – mud
Week 1 – sand       Week 2 – blue cloth or water
Week 3 – a stone    Week 4 – a heart shape (paper,
      chocolate, anything!)
Week 5 – a shell

Lent 2 - week beginning 28th February
Woman at the well - blue cloth
The Samaritan woman gives Jesus a drink of water. They
speak together for a long time. He tells her about living
water - to revive the spirit and bring hope. She believes
and others believe because of her.
Read the story of the Woman at the well – John 4:1-30
If you have some blue cloth, hold it, or maybe touch some
water.
Who helped/helps you to believe?  Who do you know that
needs life giving water - physical or spiritual? Can you
support a charity that works to provide clean water for all
(eg Water Aid)?
Get in touch with someone who needs to know that they
matter.
Prayer: O God, may we thirst for your waters of justice, and
learn to deny no-one the water of life. Amen.
(Janet Morley)
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Lent 3 - week beginning 7th March
Transforming Stony Places - Stone
While in the wilderness, Jesus was invited to transform
stone into bread. Though he resisted temptation there and
then, he became justly renowned for feeding people who
were hungry for food, or for love, or for a word of
encouragement, or for simple acceptance.
Read the story of Zacchaeus - Luke 19:1-10
If you have a stone, hold it.
Might there be a stony place in you that needs
transforming?
Jesus transforms us and helps us make better choices. Is
there a place in your life where you could make better
choices?
Prayer: Lord Jesus, help me to make better choices in my
life. I ask that you will feed me and transform me. Amen.

Lent 4 - week beginning 14th March Mothering Sunday
Mothering Love - heart
This week the church remembers the mothering love of
God. In the middle of Lent we give thanks for all who show
us this mothering love - a strong love, a challenging love,
an encouraging love, a healing love. Reflect on these Bible
Verses Proverbs 23:25 NIV  May your father and mother
rejoice; may she who gave you birth be joyful!
John 19:26-27 NIV  When Jesus saw his mother there, and
the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to
her, “Woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here
is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her
into his home.
Take time to reflect and give thanks for those who have
“mothered” you - physically and spiritually. Think about the
people you love and hold the heart shape, if you have
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found one.
Prayer: God of love, passionate and strong, tender and
careful: watch over us and hold us all the days of our life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lent 5 - week beginning 21st March
Baptismal Covenant - Shell
Historically, the season of Lent provided a time in which
converts to the faith were prepared for the sacrament of
Holy Baptism.
Jesus began his ministry after his baptism.
Read the story of Jesus Baptism - Mark 1:4-11
Hold the shell, if you have one.
The shell is a symbol of baptism - often a shell is used to
pour the water over the person to be baptized.
The shell is also a symbol of pilgrimage
Do you remember your baptism?
What have others told you about your baptism?
What does being baptised mean to you?
What difference does your baptism make in your life day to
day?
How are you living out the promises made at your
Baptism?
Where are you on your pilgrimage of faith (just starting out,
at a
crossroads, walking alone or with others …. )?
Prayer: Creator God, you are the source of all life and
motivation.
May we journey in faith and love, rejoicing and eager to
serve you.
Grant us a glimpse of your glory as we seek to follow you –
the Way, the Truth and the Life. Amen
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Palm Sunday to Easter Journey 2021,
starting on 28th March, finishing on Easter Day
4th April.
This is the second part of the journey through Lent and
into Easter as an individual, as a family or in your support
bubble. You are invited to find some objects to help the
experience. This is your journey; whether you decide to
find the items or not, and how you decide to use the items
is up to you.

Suggested items:  Palm Sunday – a human figure or
drawing

Maundy Thursday – footprint (draw an outline)
Good Friday - cross
Easter Day – candle

If you are doing this as a family, you might want to look at
the suggested Bible readings in a children’s Bible as well.

Palm Sunday - week beginning 28th March
Journeying - A human figure/drawing

Although Jesus was God, he was also fully human,
experiencing all the emotions, joys and sadness that we
do. As you move through Holy Week remember that God
knows you, sees you and loves you.

Read Philippians 2:5-11
Hold or look at the human figure and reflect on the hymn
“At the name of Jesus”
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At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow,
every tongue confess Him King of glory now.
‘Tis the Father’s pleasure we should call Him Lord,
who from the beginning was the mighty Word.

In your hearts enthrone Him; there let Him subdue
all that is not holy, all that is not true:
crown Him as your captain in temptation’s hour,
let His will enfold you in its light and power.

What does it mean for you to bow your knee to Jesus
today?

‘Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up
my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the
Lord” – and you forgave the guilt of my sin.’            Psalm
32:5

Prayer: O God, Jesus rode into Jerusalem not as a
conquering king but in humility, the Servant King, ready to
complete the task for which he had walked this world.
Forgive us those times when we think too highly of
ourselves and remind us always that you ask from us lives
dedicated to service, to you and to our neighbours,
wherever and whoever they might be. Enable us to take
off our cloaks of self-righteousness and lay them down at
your feet. Amen.

Maundy Thursday - 1st April
Journeying – footprint drawn on paper
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Read the story of Jesus washing the disciples’ feet in John
13:1-17
If you are journeying with others - wash their feet and talk
about this story as you do. If alone, wash your feet,
reflecting on the story.      Write a prayer on your footprint

Good Friday - 2nd April
It is finished – Cross

“Then Jesus crying out with a loud voice, said: ‘Father,
into your hands I commend my spirit’”.

Read the story of the crucifixion in Luke 23:32-49

Take your cross and trace your fingers over it. Hold it in
your hand and feel its shape. How can the cross remind
us to trust in the way of love and know that we are not
forgotten?

How can we dare ourselves to follow the way of love - the
whole way?

Prayer: In the silence may we hear your cry of
abandonment; in the shattering of your soul may our
brokenness be healed. Amen.  (Thom Shuman)

Prayer for children: Lord Jesus, I’m sad that wicked men
treated you so cruelly; I’m sad that you were beaten and
mocked; I’m sad that your friends ran away and left you;
I’m sad that you were nailed to a cross and left to die; I’m
sad you didn’t even have a grave of your own, but a
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borrowed one; But I’m glad, wonderfully glad, that you
came alive again and will never die. Thank you, Lord
Jesus, for bearing it all for my sake. Amen.

Easter Day - 4th April
Being Light - Candle

Lent begins in the dimness of late winter and ends with
the burst of bright spring.
Jesus is according to John’s gospel, “Light of the world”
(John 8:12) and that Light, directing his attention to his
disciples and through them to us, insists: “You are the light
of the world, don’t be hiding under some bushel basket”
(Matthew 5:14-16)

Light the candle

Where do you shine?
How do you keep your light lit?

Prayer: Lord God, you who breathed the spirit of life within
me. Draw out of me the light and life you created. Help me
to find my way back to you. Help me to use my life to
reflect your glory and to serve others as your son Jesus
did. Amen

HAPPY EASTER! Christ is risen! Alleluia!
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3in1 for WITCOMBE and
BENTHAM

If you live in Witcombe or Bentham and
would like a hard copy of the 3in1

delivered to you (or know someone who
would), please contact Sue Padfield

01452 862509
suepadfield@btinternet.com
with your name and address.
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Lent Small groups

SMALL GROUPS
Last month, we advertised Lent small
groups.
The great news is that we had lots of responses
and we will start four new groups, who will meet
initially on zoom, to chat, pray and study the bible
together.
The pandemic has caused many of us to become
more aware of our spiritual needs; small groups
are a gentle way to develop the spiritual aspect of
our lives, whether we know our bible well or not!
Each new group has space for another member or
two, and we can set up more groups to meet any
more requests. These groups are not just for those
who attend church, but for anyone.
Each group will have a facilitator, to keep the
space safe and organise the meetings until you
get into a rhythm of your own.
The eventual plan is that these small groups will
carry on meeting, so that after the pandemic they
could even meet in each other’s homes! So, why
not take a little leap of faith this year?
If you’re interested, send me an email
revsusancooke@gmail.com any time with the
subject “SMALL GROUP”.
Susan.
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LOVE LENT 2021
Make up your own acts of kindness, or choose from this list! Each
day in Lent, try to do something kind for someone else.
Remember to be Covid-aware.

Love Lent
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Away Day

G R E E N W A Y
B E N E F I C E

9AM-1PM (Zoom)
Sat. March 13, 2021

With a talk from Rev. Pauline Godfrey
Followed by Conversation, Reflection & Prayer

ALL WELCOME

To book, please email: christine.jeffs@ccabentham.com.
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Three peaks challenge
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St. Paul’s Flower Guild
We would like to start by mis-quoting what Michael Caine never
said.. not sure how many people know this. So we thought we
would like to tell everyone about what we have done in the past
and would like to continue to do in the future.  We are always
looking for new members so if you would like to join us, we would
love to have you.  We offer flower arranging, fellowship, fun and a
bit of food.  So, on to the history.
When Helen took over looking after the Flower Guild from Kate
about six years ago she supposed it would be just a matter of
flowers in Church every week and the major Church festivals of
Christmas, Easter and Harvest.  She was wrong. In recent
conversations with Kate Thompson and Sue Woods she realised
that the Flower Guild has been active for a very long time and
has been involved on a great many occasions with events both in
the Church and also the village.
Kate’s involvement goes back 26 years but the Guild or the
“flower ladies” goes back much longer. It is thought that the first
Organiser was Mrs Bevan in Rev John Hunnisett’s time and the
ladies did the weekly flowers using flowers and greenery from
their own gardens.  Betty Wiggins (Jones) took over from Mrs.
Bevan, followed by Sue Woods. Kate followed Sue and was
“chief flower lady” for 21 years until she persuaded Helen to take
over. However, as with all successful groups, the important
people are those who take part and there have been so many
ladies involved, many sadly now gone.  Amy, who planted the
cyclamen which multiply every year on the bank; Woj who was
always so well organised; Audrey with her shepherds’ crooks and
fleeces that had to go somewhere at each festival; Lady Marjorie
with her very delicate arrangements and Peggy and Edna who
catered and held the meetings in their home.  To name a few.

In more recent years, as the number of weddings we did
increased and the wedding flower requirements became more

St, Paul’s Flower Guild
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sophisticated, we began to buy more flowers from cottage garden
to the downright exotic!

Not all weddings we have been involved in have been in St
Paul’s.  One such, in Tetbury Tythe Barn, resulted in us being
asked if we would like to be contracted to do flowers for them!
We were, of course, very flattered, but had to decline. Also at a
wedding in Badgeworth for a Gloucester rugby player we were
complimented by royalty, as Mike and Zara Tindall were there.
And this year, our fingers are crossed that the wedding to take
place in Stonehouse will be able to happen.

We have undertaken projects at two Gloucester Cathedral
festivals: one in the Mothers’ Union Chapel with arrangements
depicting MU work worldwide and the second a beautiful rainbow
around the font in the Lady Chapel.

We keep our church looking lovely throughout the year. We love
weddings and festivals when we can work as a team. We sit
back, have coffee and biscuits, maybe sherry at Christmas, and
admire our work. Over the years there has been much fun and
fellowship with an ever-changing team.

Mothering Sunday posies, traditionally made by the Sunday
School children, have now been replaced by small potted plants
which are given out in St Paul’s on the day.

At Harvest Festival, our displays in church include all sorts of
garden produce which we combine with the gifts brought by the
children from school. Some years ago we would make up parcels
which we would take, accompanied by a child, to elderly folk in
the village; but now the fresh food goes to Atherton Close and the
rest to Gloucester Food Bank.

There continues to be lots of successful fund-raising throughout
the year, and this is shared between the Church and St Paul’s
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church hall.

One of the first fundraisers was Betty Spence who made
individual Christmas cakes in small baked bean tins.  (She will
also be remembered for the small arrangements of freesias on
the altar for the Maundy Thursday service and the magnificent
arrangements on the font for the three festival services.)

We had weekend summer flower festivals with a variety of
themes, including the church year, village organiations, poems,
countries (when an African Hut was built by the altar), and rural
weddings where we had photographs of village weddings in the
porch.  For the Millennium celebrations we even had the school’s
famous stuffed Adelie penguin back from the museum.

Our early-Spring event came about because, around twenty
years ago at a suggestion from Chris Nation, we started our
annual Snowdrop day. This shows off our churchyard and raises
money, with displays of flowers in church and refreshments in the
hall.

Our stall offering fresh arrangements and wreaths at the
Christmas Bazaar remains popular. Last year - with no bazaar -
we still made and sold four dozen wreaths, thanks to Josie,
Kathryn, Gaynor and Helen.

The Rev. Geoffrey Brown whom some of you will remember said
he loved the flowers in our church; he said they were so much
better than St. Martin-in-the-Fields!  So much so that Helen was
asked to do his coffin topper as a ‘field of flowers’.

As Kate said - “I have so many anecdotes but the article would
go on forever. It has been sad not to do flowers for the last year
but as Captain, Sir Tom said ‘Tomorrow will be a better day’”.

Amen to that.  By Kate, Sue and Helen
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MARCH ,dedicated by Romulus to
Mars the fabulous god of war, was the first
month of the Roman year, which had at first
but ten months.
Numa, the second Roman king, added
January and February to the calendar, thus
making twelve.
March has been well described as Nature’s
Old Forester, going through the woods and
dotting the trees with green, to mark out the
spots where the future leaves are to be
hung.
The days are lengthening, and the
gardeners begin to talk about the healthy
look of the up-coming peas, and the
promise of a dish of early spinach.
Violets impregnate the March winds with
their fragrance; and but for thus betraying
themselves, the places where they nestle
together would not always be found.
The flowers of grace in “The garden of the
Lord” are always retiring; but their

March
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sweetness, like the Saviour’s presence,
“cannot be bid.”
Daisies are also now in bloom. “The daisy is
such a wanderer,”says a quaint old writer,
“that It must have been one of the first flowers
that strayed and grew outside the garden of
Eden.”
Great was Chaucer’s love for these little
“Stars of the earth.”
He tells us how he rose early in the morning,
and went out again In the evening, to see the
“day’s eye” open and shut, and that he often
lay down on his side to watch it unfold.
To him too it spoke of the great Easter
festival, and he penned some sweet thought,
suggested by the daisy’s “resurrection.”
Among our Saxon forefathers, March bore the
name of Lenetmonat — that is, lengthmonth, —
a reference to the lengthening of the day at this
season — the origin also of the term Lent.
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COLDLY comes the March
wind

Coldly from the north
Yet the cottage little ones

Gaily venture forth.
Free from cloud the firmament,

Free from sorrow they;
The playful children choosing

The sunny side the way.

Sadly sighs the north wind
Naked boughs among,

Like a tale of mournfulness
Told in mournful song!

But the merry little ones,
Happy things are they;
Singing like the lark, on
The sunny side the way.

There the silvery snowdrop
Daffodils like gold

Primroses and Crocuses
Cheerfully unfold.

Poor? these cottage little ones
Poor? no rich are they

With their shining treasures on
The sunny side the way.

Coldly oft, the winds blow
On the way of life

Spreading in the wilderness
Care and pain and strife;

Yet the heart may shelter have,
Cold though be the day;

Choosing like the little ones,
The sunny side the way

EDWARD SWAIN



UK Blinds
(Gloucester)

Vertical, Roller, venetian & pleated
Curtains and Roman blinds

Plantation Shutters
To book a home visit and free

quotation please tel.
01 452538945

www.gloucestershirebl inds.com

FOR ALL YOUR
DECORATING NEEDS

A.P.D. ACTON
8 LECKHAMPTON VIEW
SHURDINGTON CHELTENHAM

I NTERIOR & EXTERIOR FULLY
I NSURED

PAINTER & DECORATOR FREE
ESTIMATES
TEL TONY : 01 242 863054
MOBILE 07990 671 331
E-mail :

apd.acton@blueyonder.co.uk



• Locks, hinges and handles
• Structures and glass panes
• Sealed units and glass
replacements

PVCU WINDOW AND DOOR REPAIR & REPLACEMENT SPECIALISTS

HAVE YOUR WINDOWS STEAMED
UP???
We wil l replace your broken down units and
NOT the frames, saving you time, money and
hassle.
Find out how much you can save, get in touch
with the Windoor Workshop to discuss the
options in more detai l and get a quote today.
With over 35 years experience in the industry
and covering the w hole of Gloucestershire, we
deliver the best service at affordable prices.

c 01 242 35801 9 077871 481 40
m paul@windoorworkshop.co.uk

At Badgeworth Court Care Centre, we pride ourselves
on delivering first class, person-centred nursing care across the

whole home, along with short term respite care.
We offer residential , nursing and dementia care in a beautiful

setting.
Everyone is welcome to our community activities, including a

monthly lunch club and fortnightly Singing for the Brain sessions.
We would be delighted to show you round our lovely home.

Please give us a ring, send an email , or come along to one of our
regular community activities.

Tel: 01 452 71 501 5
Email : BadgeworthCourt.Reception@barchester.com
www.barchester.com/home/badgeworth-court-care-centre



Michael Hannis
Tree work
Firewood

Stump grinding
Forestry

Tel: 07555 37381 7
Mail :

michaelhannis@hotmail .com

√ LANDLORD GAS SAFETY
CHECKS
£60 PLUS VAT
√ ANNUAL BOILER SERVICES
£60 PLUS VAT
√ ELECTRICAL PAT TESTING
£60 PLUS VAT
√ ALL ASPECTS OF HEATING &
PLUMBING



George Yearp
Ground and Gardening Services

07908 1 311 94
Lawns Hedges Garden Maintenance

Tree Pruning Landscaping &
Groundwork

JOYCE BROOKS
LINGERIE
Of Cheltenham
01242 524706

Telephone and Postal Service for
Pyrenean Wool Dressing Gowns

Traditional Nightwear
Cotton, Wool/Silk, Thermal,

Wool/Nylon and Wool Underwear
Email info@joycebrookslingerie.com

www.joycebrookslingerie.com



Helping Hands Catering – for al l your catering needs
Special ists in Funeral catering - Buffet tai lored to suit al l

occasions and dietary requirements.
Homemade food – We can provide a ful l waitress service, hire
of crockery, cutlery and table l inen. Flowers for the tables.

Catering either at your own home or chosen venue – Delivery
only available

Jul ie Mil ler 01 242 7011 27 or 0790991 7805
Jul ie Howse 01 242 861 301 or 07971 246431

www.helpinghandscateringforyou.com

J.P. Townsend Son
Est.1 963

We purchase Furniture, Books, Bric-a-Brac
Tools, Gardenalia, Old Motorbikes, Mopeds

and Bicycles
A complete bereavement house clearance

service
Ullenwood Park Farm, Ullenwood

01 242 8701 69/870223 – 07768086844

N.T. Boothroyd
Plumbing and Heating Engineer

√ Boiler & Fire Servicing
√ Landlord Certificates & Safety
Checks
√ System Cleaning By Power Flushing
√ Complete Central Heating Systems
√ Radiators & Thermostatic Valves
√ Tap Washers & Ball Valves
√ Taps, Toilets, Baths, Basins & Sinks
√ Shower Instal lations
√ Leaks, Burst Pipes & Pipe Lagging

All Plumbing & Heating Work Undertaken
Gas Safe Registered
&Over 20 Years
Experience

No Job too small please give me a call !
Tel: 01 242 250497 Tel: 01 452 5521 92Mobile: 0781 6 1 03709
Email : ntboothroyd@hotmail .co.uk

REGISTER



Computer Playing up?
•Virus, Spyware, Malware removal
•Slow Computer
•Printer setup or fault
•Internet or wi-fi problem
•Secure Computer Disposal, Hard Disks
erased
•Software fault diagnosis
•Computer Tuition
•Computer Health Check
•Half day rates available

Call Churchdown Computers

telephone: Mark on 01 452 534668
email : mark@churchdowncomputers.co.uk
mobile: Mark on 07557 483438
web: www.churchdowncomputers.co.uk

Cheltenham
Antique

Market
Over 300 Chandeliers - Always in Stock

Italian • French • Dutch • English
54 Suffolk Road, Cheltenham, GL50 2AQ

Tel: 01 242 52981 2



Shurdington Road
Shurdington
GL51 4XJ
(behind the green fence)

Van Centre Ltd.
Cars, Vans and Motorhomes Serviced
Free local col lection and delivery.
Courtesy car or van available
MOTs, exhausts, tyres and batteries.
Van and car sales.

01 242 862860
www.coswold-vancentre.co.uk

CLEEVELY MEMORIALS
Visit Our Showroom & Workshop

See Our Craftsmen At Work

-Professional Friendly Family
Business
- Discounts For Senior
Citizens
-Home Visits Arranged
-Ample Free Parking
-Send For A Free Brochure
-Our Reputation is your
Guarantee

www. cleevelymemorials. co. uk

CHELTENHAM 01 242 236236 Unit 5B, 83 Prestbury
Road, Cheltenham GL52 2DR



Discover our unique setting and celebrate
the next chapter In your l ife
▪ Caring and Professional Staff on hand
whenever you need them - 24 hours a
day
▪ Enjoy new friendships in our supportive
and comfortable setting
▪ Spend the day how you please –
knowing our capable hands are close by
at al l times
▪ Daily activities and entertainments
Freshly prepared meals, cooked with
pride
Don’t struggle at home - come and enjoy the Hampton House experience
For more information call 01 242 520527
or visit our website www.HamptonHouseCare.co.uk
Hampton House, 94 Leckhampton
Road, Cheltenham, GL53 0BN

Tim Turton
Gardening

07580 802334
flyingturtino@madasafish.com

Garden Maintenance & Repair, Lawn Care
Weeding, Hedge Cutting,Fencing &

Landscaping

BEDDING PLANTS POT PLANTS
ALL AVAILABLE IN SEASON

HANGING BASKETS SHRUBS PERENNIALS

Greenway Nurseries
LANDSCAPING ORNAMENTS

BAGS OF POTTING COMPOST, COAL AND FIREWOOD
(Open 7 days a week)

Opposite Badgeworth Lane 01 242 862248



MARK HAZELL
INTERIOR DECORATION AND

DESIGN
▪ Al l internal and external
decorating work undertaken
▪ Interior design service
▪ Professional team of
decorators
▪ Special ist in hanging all
wallpapers and silks
▪ Special ist paint effects
▪ Paint spraying

▪ Property maintenance
▪ Over 25 years experience
▪ Member of the Painting and
Decorating Association
▪ Ful ly insured
▪ Special ist in period property,
churches, offices, pubs, hotels,
Shops,Country Houses.

Go to www.markhazell .co.uk
Email Mark on mark@markhazell .co.uk
Tel: 01 452 864634 Mobile: 07976 253827

Bamfurlong Lane,
Cheltenham,

GL51 6SL

flowers@dundrynurseries.co.uk
www.dundrynurseries.co.uk
For all your gardening needs

Visit us for seed potatoes, home grown bedding and vegetable
plants,

shrubs and trees, compost and house plants
Sending flowers? Send ours!

We send flowers Locally, National ly & International ly



SHURDINGTON
NEWS

Tel: 01 242 862927
Your Friendly Convenient Store

Off l icence, Newspapers, Lottery.
Fresh Fruit & Vegetables,
Household Goods & D.1 Y

and a wide range of goods at competitive prices
Monday to Saturday 6am to 7pm

Sunday 7am to 6pm
2, The Yarnolds, Shurdington. GL51 4SH

SHURDINGTON GARAGE
SHURDINGTON

CHELTENHAM GL5I 4XJ
For

M.O.T.s
MO.T. Repairs

Mechanical Repairs
Servicing, Welding, Tyres
Exhausts and Batteries
Tel: 01 242862339
Open 6 days a week
Competitive Prices



Mobile Hair Styl ist
Jul ie Parker

Telephone:01 452
863506

Or 0772 555 6782

Problem with Moles
Traditional mole control. No gas, chemicals or poisons used.
Ful ly insured, Member of the Guild of British Molecatchers

and British Traditional Molecatchers Register.
NO MOLE - NO FEE

Contact Graham
on 01 452 61 5280 or 079509 62035
www.brockworthmolecontrol.co.uk

JOHN HARTLAND
FIREWOOD LOGS & KINDLING
Delivered-small and large loads
07811 340975 01 684275859
www.glosfirewood.co.uk

Mobile firewood processing unit, log splitting service,
tractor hedge trimming and bail ing

G.K. DOMESTIC SERVICES
G.K.Domestic Services offer a competitive service for al l

your ironing and Domestic needs.
Drop off/Collection service available according to distance.

Hangers, Covers and Laundry bags provided
Please contact Gayle on 01 242 863906 or 07921 91 0986
1 Cowlsmead, Shurdington, Cheltenham, GL51 4TD



Shire Cars Ltd
www.shirecars.com

01242 861111

Main Road Shurdington GL51 4XF

Opposite
The Bell

MOT & All make servicing centre
WE OFFER: FREE COLLECTION OF

YOUR CAR
Diagnostics from £20:00
Car Servicing from £99:00

All mechanical work
Brakes |Exhaust |A/C Regas
Welding | Batteries |Cambelts

MAINE PLUMBING AND
TILING

All Domestic Plumbing and Til ing
catered for Including Bathroom &

Shower Instal lations, Radiators, Taps,
Leaks etc. , Home & Garden

Maintenance Quality, Reliabi l ity and a
Tidy Job Assured Competitive Prices

with a Friendly Service
Call Maine for Free Advice And a no
obligation quotation on 01 242 521 368

24hr Emergency
Mobile 07729 732756



CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

CHARLTON KINGS CARPET CARE
EST 1 987

FULLY INSURED.NCCA REGISTERED
FREE ESTIMATES

TRUCK MOUNTED SYSTEM PROVIDES DEEP
CLEANING FAST DRYING WITHOUT

BRINGING
MACHINERY INTO THE PREMISES

E-MAIL chrisckcc@icloud.com
01 242 863569
07894345262

Contact Chris Green
www.charltonkingscarpetcare.co.uk

APP
General Building Solutions

Bathrooms
Kitchens
Chimneys
Fireplaces

All jobs considered
References
available

Professional work

Ali Perry
Of

Witcombe
Witcombe Mobile : 0776200781 5

Tel: 01 452 5521 44
Discount for O.A.P. s

www.appgeneralbui lding.co.uk
Email : al iperry@blueyonder.co.uk



Stephen Leech
Ltd

Building Contractor
Property Renovation and

Maintenance
30 years experience
References available
Tel 01 242 820797

Mobile 07970 951 469
TC Plumbing and

Heating
• Solid fuel stoves, chimney systems and liners instal led
• Oil – fired boiler repairs, servicing and instal lation
• General plumbing
• Bathroom refurbishments
• Reliable and professional with many years experience

Telephone: 078706681 94 or 01 242690482

Logs Kindl ing and Coal
Bittoms Barn
Stroud Road
Birdl ip
Gloucester

Home:01 452 863230
Mobile:07836 324825

markhannis@hotmail .co.uk
www.markhannis.co.uk



JON EATON
Your Local Friendly

Domestic
Electrician

Your Local Friendly
Domestic

Electrician For All Jobs From
Changing Sockets To Full Rewires.

07791 21 4656
jdeelectricalgroup@outlook.com

@jdeelectrical ltd
Call Anytime – Emergency Callout

1 46a Barnwood Road, Glos. GL4 3JT

Gloucester Chiropractors
Expert assessment and treatment for nerve,

muscle and joint problems.

Tel: 0771 6 489363
Email : info@gloucester-chiropractor.co.uk
Web: www.gloucester-chiropractor.co.uk

Sciatica
Back Pain
Neck Pain
Headaches
Arthritic Pain

Joint Sti iffness
Shoulder Problems
Trapped Nerves
Muscle Strains
Sports Injuries



Beauty and the
Tea-cup

Beauty, Hair and Tea Rooms all under one roof.
Take away, telephone orders, friendly & fun.

4 Yarnolds, Shurdington
07786 986002

Beautyandtheteacup.co.uk

Mowing the lawn getting difficult?

Give me a call on 01 452 855660
or text me on 07541 573 1 67.

Mowing, strimming, overgrowth cut back, fal len leaves cleared –
those jobs you hate doing.

Rob Poole, 1 1 Stansby Crescent, Churchdown.



THE REGENCY
Kitchen and Bathroom Co

We are an independent kitchen
and bathroom showroom based

in the Suffolk’s
Cheltenham offering affordable

luxury with a bespoke design,
installation & project

management service for
discerning, quality-conscious

clients.

Visit our showroom today or browse our ranges online.
01242 650564

Showroom: 30 Suffolk Parade, Cheltenham, GL50 2AE
www.regencykbcompany.co.uk •
sales@regencykbcompany.co.uk


