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Items in red either include new content or are particularly relevant to this week

Services this Sunday
This Sunday we are opening two of our church buildings for services

10.30am Holy Communion at St.Catherine’s*
10.45am Holy Communion at Rivington*
10.15am Team Zoom Service (The Zoom code will
be emailed to those on our weekly newsletter mailing lists. Or
contact Michael or Nicola for the Zoom codes.)

Summary of Services
Date

Services in Church: *As numbers
are limited in our churches, please
book your place in advance.

Saturday 27th March

Services on-line

10.30am Zoom matins service

4pm Zoom Messy Church
Palm Sunday
(28th March)
Monday 29th March

10.30am Holy Communion at St.Catherine’s
10.45am Holy Communion at Rivington

Tuesday 30th March
Wednesday 31st March
Maundy Thursday
(1st April)
Good Friday
(2nd April)
Easter Eve
Saturday 3rd April

7.30pm Holy Communion at St Catherine’s

Easter Sunday (4th April)

10.00am Holy Communion at Holy Trinity
8.45am Holy Communion at St Elizabeth’s
10.00am Holy Communion at St Elizabeth’s
10.30am Holy Communion at St Catherine’s
10.45am Holy Communion at Rivington

2.00pm Reflective service at Holy Trinity

YouTube and Facebook service
10.15am Zoom team service
YouTube and Facebook reflection
6.00pm Zoom reflective service
YouTube and Facebook reflection
6.00pm Zoom reflective service
YouTube and Facebook reflection
6.00pm Zoom reflective service
YouTube and Facebook reflection
7.30pm Zoom service with Agape Meal
YouTube and Facebook reflection
10.00am Zoom reflective service
YouTube and Facebook reflection
10.30am Zoom matins service
6.00pm Zoom reflective service
YouTube and Facebook service
‘Alive and Free’ more contemporary
service on YouTube and Facebook
6pm Zoom team service

*How to book for services in Church
Due to the limitations on numbers we are asking you to book in
advance for all services in our church buildings.
For Holy Trinity: please book on Eventbrite (if stuck email Marlene Pritchard or phone Susan
Kerr on 01204 692760)
For Rivington please phone 07710 563678 or 07751348344
For St.Elizabeth’s please phone 01204 692265 (from the Monday before the Sunday)
For St.Catherine’s please phone 07803 093704

Weekly Lent Saturday Morning Matins
Services 10.30am on Zoom
The Zoom code will be emailed to those on our weekly
newsletter mailing lists.
Or contact Michael or Nicola

Holy week short online
services
Do join us on Zoom at 6pm (Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Saturday)

Maundy Thursday 7.30pm
We are offering a choice of a communion
service in St Catherine’s or an ‘Agape Meal’ on
Zoom.
What is an Agape Meal?
When Jesus shared Passover with his disciples that night, it
was in the traditional home setting of the Passover meal.
The washing of feet, the sharing of bread and wine, and the
new commandment to love one another all happened in a home, in a room where Jesus drew his friends
together as host, teacher, friend, and master who was there to serve them all. In that spirit, Maundy Thursday
may be considered, at its heart, a homely affair
The service weaves together parts of the Maundy Thursday liturgy- the washing of hands so all can
participate, the institution of the Lord’s Supper, and bread and wine within the frame of the simple, Agape
Meal.
The service is held on Zoom on Maundy Thursday at 7.30pm We shall not be having a meal as such, although
you can bring your tea along if you wish or the desert. The service will include a blessing over bread and wine
so please have ready bread, pitta or rice crackers along with some wine, juice or water. A small dish with
water to wash hands is also needed. You can still join in with the service even of you don’t have the wine and
bread or substitutes. If you have any questions, please contact me. Rev Gill

Alive and Free
Alive + Free Online provides a short
contemporary service once a month that
gives you time to focus on God. Join us
on social media for Music and to continue our theme of looking through the Psalms.
The next ‘Alive and Free’ will be on Easter Day. See our Facebook pages.

Sunday Recorded Service
Each Sunday we are continuing to post a short
online Team Service on our Facebook pages and
YouTube channel
www.youtube.com/channel/UCsZdGhjVJVE3PPjBmxbaGAw

Wednesday Online Reflections

Every Wednesday we will also be posting (on
YouTube and Facebook) a short video reflection.

Thank you for all your donations to Urban Outreach
Next Donation day Monday 29th March
at St. Elizabeth’s Church 11am – 1pm

Or donate money to Urban Outreach via their website.

Can you help deliver food parcels from the
Humanitarian Food Hub at the old Staples store on
Trinity Retail Park to an increasing number of
families and people who need food? Couples are
wanted with cars and satnavs. Ring Urban Outreach
on 01204 385848 or Email
info@urbanoutreach.co.uk to offer help.

Messy Church – Saturday 27th March

We hope you LOVED the February Messy Church and are
looking forward to the March session! Our theme will be Easter
and we will have lots of crafts, puzzles and activities for you,
your family and friends to take part in and hopefully share.
The Easter session will be on Saturday 27th March at 4pm on
Zoom. Please contact Jane at janesimon2023@gmail.com for
joining us instructions. We look forward to seeing you!!!!

Some daily prayer suggestions for Lent
During Lent we are posting daily prayers on our church Facebook pages.
For your convenience this week’s prayers are also printed below
Sunday 28th March: Palm Sunday – Collect for the Day
True and humble king, hailed by the crowd as Messiah: grant us the faith to know you and love you,
that we may be found beside you on the way of the cross, which is the path of glory. Amen.
Monday 29th March: Horwich Hub
The Horwich Hub is a local based charity providing support in the local area. They offer a range of
services for all ages and people from all walks of life. They work all year round to ensure that an
outstretched hand is always available for everyone. The charity is run by locals who care about
enhancing the area and supporting those who need it most. Their aim is to provide Horwich with
services that would benefit the local people; to enhance lives; help with addictions, provide youth a
suitable place to enjoy their time; teach youth valuable life skills and help those in their darkest times.
Father God, you love Horwich and all those who live in it. We worship you and your love of
community. We acknowledge all those in the area who are seeking to help and support others – to be
that Good Samaritan in our local context. We pray specifically for those volunteering at Horwich Hub.
We thank you for their kind heartedness and their desire for justice and change. We ask that the
charity will receive the support it needs, that the community will grow in strength and that no-one will
be in need nor any one hungry. In your name we pray. Amen.
Tuesday 30th March: Our community
Lord Jesus Christ, You taught us to love our neighbour and to care for those in need as if we were
caring for you. In this time of anxiety, give us strength to comfort each other. Help us to think
creatively about how to safely connect with those who are lonely and isolated. Help us to avoid
selfish acts but to support each other through community generosity. Amen. Luke 10: 27 Love your
neighbour as yourself.
Wednesday 31st March – Headteachers, School Governors and Administration Staff
Lord, you have promised wisdom to all who would ask it, we pray today for Headteachers, school
Governors and administration staff that you would give them clarity of mind, unity of spirit, strength of
will, a heart of wisdom and the gift of your truth-bearing Spirit, so that they are able to make decisions
that lead to the flourishing of their teachers, staff, and students and to the wellbeing of the whole
community. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
Thursday 1st April – Maundy Thursday – Collect for the Day
God our Father, your Son Jesus Christ was obedient to the end and drank the cup prepared for him:
may we who share his table watch with him through the night of suffering and be faithful. Amen.
Friday 2nd April: Good Friday – Collect for the Day
Eternal God, in the cross of Jesus we see the cost of sin and the depth of your love: in humble hope
and fear may we place at his feet all that we have and all that we are, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Saturday 3rd April: Collect for the Day
In the depths of our isolation we cry to you, Lord God: give light to our darkness and bring us out of
the prison of our despair; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please pray for our link parishes in Namibia:
Please pray for the family of Mr. Jesaja Shigwedha - Chairperson of the
School Board at Onangholo School, Okathitu who has died from
Coronavirus.
There is concern that virus numbers are on the increase in Namibia and
many people have lost their jobs due to the pandemic which is causing
severe hardship. The country has only been able to order enough
vaccination for 10% of the population. The vaccines should have been
received in January but to date they have not yet been received by the
country.
Additionally, despite it being the rainy season Okathitu and Ruacana
have had little rain and the crops which have been planted have died.
Please pray for rain so that there can be a good harvest this year to
ease the already difficult situation which the pandemic is causing.
The Horwich and Rivington Namibia committee recently sent a total of
£7,200 to pay for 50 meals per child (lasting 10 school weeks) for
children in our link schools. Each school meal (a type of porridge) costs about 12p. Further donations
are welcome so as to be able to provide further meals. Donations can be made via Holy Trinity
Horwich bank account no. 10050551, sort code 16-21-32, with reference NAMIBIA FOOD
Lusia Shipiki (Principal at Tjihozu School) writes (to Caroline Tracey)
Dear meme Caroline
Greetings from everyone from Namibia. We are hoping you are doing well during this difficult time of
pandemic. We are well and trying to cope.
This communique serves to officially inform you that the money you sent for instant porridge for our
learners has finally been cleared and received with thanks. The amount of N$85 735. 86 is reflecting
on our bank account. The first consignment of porridge for this term is expected to be delivered today
at school, we are excited.
We have finally received good rain, though our crops were completely burnt and dead most farmers
are now busy replanting seeds. we are hoping it is going to continue raining. Our town is currently
overflowing with Angolan nationals who are migrating from their country because of hunger, The
situation is very bad, small children and elderly people constitute a big number. We need to pray for
them.
Memory and her uncle have recovered, they are both doing well. We thank God for having mercy
over them. We will continue praying for you, my friends. Isaiah 41:10 God urge us not fear for He is
with us.

Church Electoral Rolls

Each of our four churches is revising their electoral rolls prior to this year’s Annual
Parochial Church Meetings (APCMs) in April. If you joined the electoral roll when it was
renewed in 2019 (or since then) and haven’t moved house, you don’t need to take any
further action.
But if you are not on your church electoral roll but would like to be, or are not sure
whether you are on it, or have moved house, please contact Michael (or Susan Kerr for
Holy Trinity, Sue Dilworth for Rivington, Jill Harley for St.Elizabeth’s, Kath Jackson for
St.Catherines) as soon as possible.

Annual Parochial Church Meetings (on Zoom)
Holy Trinity Church – Monday 12th April 7.30pm
Rivington Church – Monday 19th April 7pm
St.Elizabeth’s Church – Monday 19th April 7.30pm
St.Catherine’s Church – Wednesday 21st April 7.30pm

Team Rector
The parish representatives have to report that no appointment was made to the post following the
interview process on Monday 22 March 2021. Please pray for wisdom for the way ahead.

VaccinAid
The Church of England is supporting the ‘VaccinAid’
campaign which aims to help fund the biggest
vaccination drive in history.
Led by UNICEF UK, with the online fundraising platform
Crowdfunder, the campaign offers people a practical way
to give thanks for their Covid-19 vaccination, by making a
voluntary donation to help pay for jabs for others around
the world.
You can make a donation online at VaccinAid.Org

Monday Prayers
We meet over Zoom for a time of prayer on Mondays at 7.30pm. It’s a small group who pray for our
congregations and further afield. Contact Rev Gill for Zoom code or more information.

Beer and chat

We normally meet weekly on Wednesdays via zoom as a way to catch up with
people. It normally starts at 7.30pm until about 9.30pm but you can drop in and
leave when you want. We talk about all sorts of topics. Beer isn't compulsory; tea,
juice, wine, gin whatever is your choice. If you would like to join us please email
Gill Smart for the Zoom code. We are a friendly and chatty bunch.

Church Youth

The CYFA Youth Group (Year 9 upwards) is meeting online using Zoom for relaxed, fun,
fortnightly meetings on Thursdays. If you’re interested in joining these online youth
events, then please get in touch with Gill Smart, Graham Smith, or Kristen Allen

Deeper
‘Deeper’ is a new group for 14 - 18 year olds who want to go
deeper in their relationship with Jesus.
We are doing 'The Prayer Course' ran by Pete Greig and 24/7
Prayer.
We meet fortnightly on Zoom,
Wednesdays 7:30 - 9:00pm

Message Kristen Allen for more details

The April edition of ‘Below the Pike’
magazine is available online.
It is being sent out by email to those on our mailing lists and is also available to
download from each of our church websites:
Holy Trinity, St. Catherines, St. Elizabeth’s, Rivington.
Items, articles etc for May issue can be emailed to mbroadfoot283@btinternet.com

#LIVELENT
If you have a smartphone or tablet computer, why not down the
excellent free app from the Church of England? It gives you short
daily reflection to read or listen to during Lent.
Click here for more information.

School Admission Policies
Most church school admission policies now include wording similar to:
In the event that during the period specified for attendance at worship the church has been closed for
public worship and has not provided alternative premises for that worship, the requirements of
these admissions arrangements in relation to attendance will only apply to the period when
the church or alternative premises have been available for worship.

Canon Slade School have said:
“We will not be asking churches to record the attendance of children and young people at worship services
for the purposes of supporting future applications to Canon Slade School until all churches are fully open.”

Daily Hope

offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full
worship services from the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.
The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been
set up particularly with those unable to join online church services during
the period of restrictions in mind.

This Week’s Prayer and Readings
Palm Sunday
(Readings from The New International Version)

Collect (This week’s prayer)

True and humble king, hailed by the crowd as Messiah: grant us the faith to know
you and love you, that we may be found beside you on the way of the cross,
which is the path of glory.

Isaiah 50:4-9a ‘I offered my back to those who beat me’
4

The Sovereign Lord has given me a well-instructed tongue,
to know the word that sustains the weary.
He wakens me morning by morning,
wakens my ear to listen like one being instructed.
5
The Sovereign Lord has opened my ears;
I have not been rebellious, I have not turned away.
6
I offered my back to those who beat me,
my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard;
I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting.
7
Because the Sovereign Lord helps me, I will not be disgraced.
Therefore have I set my face like flint, and I know I will not be put to shame.
8
He who vindicates me is near. Who then will bring charges against me? Let us face each other!
Who is my accuser? Let him confront me!
9
It is the Sovereign Lord who helps me. Who will condemn me?

Psalm 31:9-16 ‘They conspire against me and plot to take my life.’
9

Be merciful to me, Lord, for I am in distress; my eyes grow weak with sorrow,
my soul and body with grief.
10
My life is consumed by anguish and my years by groaning;
my strength fails because of my affliction, and my bones grow weak.
11
Because of all my enemies, I am the utter contempt of my neighbours
and an object of dread to my closest friends – those who see me on the street flee from me.
12
I am forgotten as though I were dead; I have become like broken pottery.
13
For I hear many whispering, ‘Terror on every side!’
They conspire against me and plot to take my life.
14
But I trust in you, Lord; I say, ‘You are my God.’
15
My times are in your hands; deliver me from the hands of my enemies,
from those who pursue me.
16
Let your face shine on your servant; save me in your unfailing love.

Philippians 2:5-11 ‘he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death’
5

In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:
who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
7
rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.
8
And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death – even death on a cross!
6

9

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,
10
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11
and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Mark 11:1-11 ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, Jesus
sent two of his disciples, 2 saying to them, ‘Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you
will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3 If anyone asks you,
“Why are you doing this?” say, “The Lord needs it and will send it back here shortly.”’
4

They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they untied it, 5 some people
standing there asked, ‘What are you doing, untying that colt?’ 6 They answered as Jesus had told them
to, and the people let them go. 7 When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it,
he sat on it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut
in the fields. 9 Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted,
‘Hosanna!’
‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’
10

‘Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!’

‘Hosanna in the highest heaven!’
11

Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts. He looked around at everything, but
since it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve.

or John 12:12-18
12

The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus was on his way to
Jerusalem. 13 They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting,
‘Hosanna!’
‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’
‘Blessed is the king of Israel!’
14

Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it, as it is written:

15

‘Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion;
see, your king is coming,
seated on a donkey’s colt.’

16

At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realise that
these things had been written about him and that these things had been done to him.
17

Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the
dead continued to spread the word. 18 Many people, because they had heard that he had performed
this sign, went out to meet him. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, ‘See, this is getting us
nowhere. Look how the whole world has gone after him!’

Useful Contact Details
Team Ministers
Revd Michael Behrend (Acting Team Rector), 01204 697162, m.behrend@ntlworld.com
Revd Nicola Butterworth (Team Curate), 07706 979393, n.butterworth@outlook.com
Revd Nicola Gillard (Team Curate) 01204 227648 nicola.gillard@talktalk.net
Revd Peter Harley (Associate Minister), 01204 694611, peter.harley@talktalk.net
Revd Gill Smart (Associate Minister), 07967 585670, revgillsmart@gmail.com
Revd Caroline Tracey (Associate Minister), 01204 692303, caroline.tracey@gmail.com
Revd Glenda Bush (Honorary Minister) 01204 691539
Revd Brenda Craston (Honorary Minister) 01204 699972 colbrencraston@gmail.com
Revd David Griffiths (Honorary Minister) 01204 469621 dandbgriffiths@googlemail.com
Revd Michael Williams (Honorary Minister) 01204 667162 m.j.williams42@hotmail.co.uk
Revd Tony Woodward (Honorary Minister) 07827 917209 tonyjohn1950@gmail.com
Kristen Allen (Team Youth Minister – maternity cover) 07503 168411 youthminister.kristen@gmail.com
Gemma Garcete (Team Youth Minister - currently on maternity leave)

The Team Office is not staffed at the moment, but voicemail messages (01204
692252) and emails (churchteamoffice@gmail.com) will be checked remotely by our voluntary
Team Administrator, Mrs Susan Preston 01204 693722, colin.preston8@btinternet.com).

Prayer List Contacts
Our team churches want to keep our prayer lists up to date & available during this time of crisis, so please
send prayer requests (having checked that those being prayed for are happy to have their names on
these lists online, please!) to:

Holy Trinity: Mike Foster (m.foster.hpc@googlemail.com) & Susan Kerr (susanlaviniakerr@gmail.com).
St. Catherine’s: Michael Behrend (m.behrend@ntlworld.com)& Ian Winnard (iwinnard322@gmail.com).
St. Elizabeth’s: Gill Smart (revgillsmart@gmail.com) & Jill Harley (jill.harley@talktalk.net).
Rivington: Eunice Hawkins (eunicehawkins@me.com)& Vicky Holden (vickyholden18@gmail.com)

Team Churchwardens
Chris Knowles (Holy Trinity), 07833 290498, chrisknowles.winterhill@btinternet.com
Grenville Hartley (Holy Trinity), 01204 279365, grenville.hartley@sky.com
Margaret Broadfoot (Holy Trinity Deputy), 01204 690283, mbroadfoot283@btinternet.com
Ian Winnard (St. Catherine’s), 01204 694005, iwinnard322@gmail.com
Kath Jackson (St. Catherine’s), 01204 770598, kathjackson@talktalk.net
Graham Smith (St. Elizabeth’s), 01204 699875, sgraham394@gmail.com
Sharon Sharrocks (St. Elizabeth’s) 07854 130010 sharonmcg1980@yahoo.com
Peter Holden (Rivington), 01257 482451, peter.holden18@yahoo.com
David Hawkins (Rivington), 07710 563678, dbhawkins@mac.com
Sandra Leatherbarrow (Rivington Deputy), 01204 843631, bls12@uwclub.net

Other contacts including Authorised Lay Ministers (ALMs)
Although ALMs have a ‘home church’ they are authorised to work across all four churches.

Jenny Dagnall (Holy Trinity) ALM, 01204 468683, jennydagnall@btinternet.com
Jill Harley (St. Elizabeth’s) ALM, 01204 694611, jill.harley@talktalk.net
Eunice Hawkins (Rivington) ALM, 01257 481706, eunicehawkins@icloud.com
Vicky Holden, (Rivington) ALM, 01257 482451, vickyholden18@gmail.com
Wendy Holland (St. Elizabeth’s, ALM, 01204 696755, WLHolland@talktalk.net
Susan Kerr (Holy Trinity) ALM, 01204 692760, susanlaviniakerr@gmail.com
Ron Knott (Holy Trinity) Reader in training, 07719 274700, ronknott@mac.com
Gloria Long (Holy Trinity) ALM, 01204 692035, glo@rbandglong.free-online.co.uk
Jacquie Madeley (Holy Trinity) ALM, 01942 589163, jacquiemadeley.jm@outlook.com
Susan Rayner, (Holy Trinity) ALM, 01204 468422, suzeerayner@yahoo.co.uk
Graham Smith (St. Elizabeth’s ALM, 01204 699875, sgraham394@gmail.com
Pam Smith (St. Catherine’s) 01204 699875, pamelayork62@gmail.com
Jane Thompson (St. Elizabeth’s) ALM, 07772 163361, janesimon1998@gmail.com

