
 

 

 

           In this country Mothering Sunday has been celebrated three weeks before Easter since in the 16th Century  
Historically it was a day when children, mainly daughters, who had gone to work as domestic servants were given a 
day off to visit their mother and family. Today it is a day when children give presents, flowers, and home-made cards 
to their mothers. 
            In the church it is usually one of the most important services in the year when we give thanks to the huge 
impact mothers have on each of our lives. We also recognise that for some people it may be a sad and difficult day.  
At St. Luke’s we would normally bless and hand out a posy of daffodils during the service. Hopefully next year we will 
be able to that again but for this year here are some photos of daffodils from around the village. I hope you will be 
able to go out and enjoy them! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Names are very important in our daily lives, and also quite fascinating sometimes, in themselves. For example, 
years ago, I remember reading about a couple giving their baby son all eleven names of their favourite football team. 
Unusual, yes, but I wonder which name he answered to, as he grew up. Identical twins (girls) have only once been in 
my classes when I was teaching, and to the casual observer, they really were identical. For them, especially, it 
mattered that we used the correct name, but to us, as well, it matters that people get our identity right. 
          We may regard names as just a label, but in the Bible, they carry a much greater significance. A name was 
thought to embody the whole personality. God’s name was treated with great awe. Moses, in the burning bush 
experience (Exodus 3), was given a revelation of both the name and character of God, and the name LORD was used 
after the giving of the law (Exodus 34). In Psalm 8, we read, “How majestic is Your Name in all the earth.” This was 
worship of the whole divine Being, not just a title. 
          When Mary was pregnant with Jesus, Joseph was told, “You shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins,” (the name Jesus meaning Saviour). When in his later ministry He used the image of sheep and 
shepherd to describe the relationship between his followers and himself, He said of the shepherd,”He calls his own 
sheep by name.” That speaks of the character of the followers of Jesus as being known, loved and guided by Him. 
We need to recognise our privileged position as “people of the Name,” a title sometimes used of the early Christians. 
We use the phrase “in the name of Jesus” at the end of our prayers, with the assurance that they will be heard and 
answered. 
Hymn 115 in Mission Praise sums up this wonderful truth: 
          Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you. I have called you by your name, you are mine. 
          When you walk through the waters, I’ll be with you; you’ll never sink beneath the waves. 
          When the fire is burning all around you, you’ll never be consumed by the flames. 
          When the fear of loneliness is looming, remember I am at your side. 
         Do not be afraid. .........I have called you by your name, you are mine. 
This is a slightly shortened version of the hymn, but I feel it speaks clearly to our current circumstances. 
Every blessing,   Noreen. 
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Loving God  
thank you for mums and children 
And for all the joy of family life. 
Be with those who are grieving 
because they have no mother; 
Be close to those who are struggling 
because they have no children 
Be near to those who are sad 
because they are far apart from those they love. 
Let your love be present in every home 
and help us to have eyes to see 
and ears to hear the needs of all. … 
We ask in the name of Jesus .  Amen 
 

 

Check out the wild daffodils in the churchyard 
drive. Wild daffodils have a more delicate 
beauty than their cultivated cousins. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Following the present Government guidelines regarding public buildings we intend to re-open St. Luke’s for Sunday 
worship on Sunday 18th April with a service of Holy Communion. All safety measures including social distancing will 
remain in place.  The Church Wardens 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Services and events at St. Luke’s:  Everyone is welcome is come along to our meetings- 
 Sunday Service for the benefice open at 9.50 to start at 10.00 on Zoom: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82172796502?pwd=dm9PandVL1l6YTgzOFFTQzQ1L0NqQT09 
 ZWITT Thursday morning worship 10.00 on Zoom:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3558390555?pwd=ZlNvRVcxbHZ1VWRaUzhGS1Vqcy9QZz09 
Meeting ID: 355 839 0555                                              Passcode: 758581 
 Friday evenings  Bible Study. Please use the ZWITT link as above 

 To access the Sermons please click on this link: 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4551/page/69443/view/ 

Date Psalm NT reading Gospel reading 

Sunday 14th March 107.v1-9 Numbers 12.v4-9 John 3 v14-21 

Monday 15th March 30.v1-5,8,11-end Isaiah 65.v17-21 John 4 v43-end  

Tuesday 16th March 46.v1-8 Ezekiel 47.v1-9,12 John 5 v1-3,5-16 

Wednesday 17th March 145.v8-18 Isaiah 49 v8-15 John 5 v17-30  

Thursday 18th March 106.v19-23 Exodus 32v7-14 John 5 v31-end 

Friday  19th March 89.v26-36 2 Samuel 7v4-16 Matthew 1 v18-end 

Saturday 20th March 7v.1-2,8-10 Jeremiah 11v18-20 John 7 v40-52 

Church email:              stlukestittensor@gmail.com 
Church Wardens:       Pam Lowe 01785 819244                           David Porter 01785 818178    
Ministry team:            Rev Noreen Russell 01782 372992          Paul Graetz 01782 372356 
                                       Freda Bishop 01782 372924                     Alan Lowe 01785 819244 
Prayer Coordinator:  Win Growcott 01782 372714                    Follow us on Facebook 
and on A Church Near You  https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4551/ 

of leading the vast crowd of Israelites too much to cope with and asked God to take his life if the burden could 
not be lifted. God had other ideas as he told Moses to choose 70 men who he could trust to help him. 
           This made me think of the present situation which our church leaders are having to cope with. The 
responsibilities of coping during the vacancy (we have been without a vicar since Dec 2019)  the necessary 
duties of making sure the services were Covid secure and rules were being obeyed and then the added task 
when the church was closed to master the intricacies of putting the services on line via Zoom. I think at times 
they must have felt or maybe are feeling overwhelmed just as Moses did. 
          I think we would all like to say thank you to you all (you know who you are). We are very grateful for all 
your hard work in keeping us together during these difficult times and hope that soon we will be able to meet 
together in church and resume our meetings as before.                                    Doreen Johnson 
 

 

On Sunday 28th February the service on BBC radio 4 came from Wales. 
When the reading was announced I was surprised to hear that it came 
from the book of Numbers. I thought what a surprise. I don't ever 
remember hearing a reading from the book of Numbers before. The 
part chosen however was when Moses felt that the responsibility 

 

We are sorry to say that Barbara Fieldhouse, a very well known and loved 
figure of the church and the community died on Wednesday 10th March 
at Heyfields where she had been living for the last fourteen months.  
Barbara served for many years on the Parish Council and also as a 
member of St. Luke’s. One parishioner remembers  -‘as soon as I walked 
into the church hall after a service, Barbara would be there, just inside 
the door, ready to pour a cup of tea from a pot that always seemed 
enormous in proportion to her height.’ 
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Making Space for Reflection Lent Course 
 

Week Four:          Racial Justice 

The killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis in May 2020 drew attention to the reality of racial injustice in 
America and prompted a wave of black lives matters protests across the world. Closer to home, the 
toppling of the statue of slave trader Edward Colston in Bristol itself caused a wide range of responses. 
Much of the coverage and conversation of these events and their aftermath was highly charged and raise 
many issues of value, justice, identity, prejudice and questions about the way society is structured. 

Suggested Bible Passages to reflect on: 
Genesis 1.27 So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; 
    male and female he created them. 

Micah 6.8  He has told you, O mortal, what is good;  and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness,  and to walk humbly with your God? 

Galatians 3.28 There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and 
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 

James 2.1 My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favouritism really believe in our glorious Lord 
Jesus Christ? 

Revelation 7.9   After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed 
in white, with palm branches in their hands. 

Questions for reflection: 

How does thinking about questions of racial justice make you feel? Why do you think that is? 

What are the big themes at the heart of this issue? How does the Bible speak to you about those themes? 

What is the key question or challenge for you? How does the Bible help you form the question and explore 
some responses to it? 

Further resources: 
Diocese of Lichfield 

 The Ministry Shift Extra 05 – Black Lives Matter https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hHXMJcX5jVk 
 The Ministry Shift extra - Episode x07: Black Lives Matter 

#2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=danW-Y1bA3U 
 A Short Thought on Racism, Revd Jim Trood https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggM0S1fXjfs 
 A Short Thought on Racism, Wayne - St Matthew 

Walsall https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y6GBHpsOWJU 

Other: 

 Churches Charter for Racial Justice https://www.birminghamchurches.org.uk/churches-charter-for-
racial-justice/ 

 Prayers and Reflections on Racial Justice (compiled June 2020) https://derby.anglican.org › our-
mission › download 
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