
Diocesan Called to Grow prayer 
God, the creator of all, grow your Church in faith; 
God, the Son who saves the world,  
enrich us with your presence; 
God, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,  
resource us for our mission and ministry; 
that we may be a blessing throughout and beyond  
this parish and diocese, for we are called together to proclaim the good 
news of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 

Lord God, 
You have called your servants 
to ventures of which we cannot see 
the ending,  
by paths as yet untrodden,  
through perils unknown. 
Help us to take confidence in your 
promises that: 
as we ask it will be given to us, 
as we seek we will find,  
as we knock the door will be opened 
to us.  
Give us faith to go out with good 
courage, not knowing where we go,             
but only that your hand is leading us 
and your love supporting us, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
Father,  
thank you for the people of your 
choosing, that make up this  
congregation, built together as one, 
a holy nation of fellow travellers, 
your special possession, called out of 
darkness to bear your light. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen  

Praying together at 
6.00pm 

Heavenly Father 
You have called us at St 
Bart’s to be the bearers of Good 
News.  
Send your light and truth to lead us. 
Open our minds to worship you in 
spirit and in truth, 
Open our eyes to the opportunities 
you give us. 
Open our ears to hear your call. 
Open our hearts to your love, that we 
may serve you and bring others to 
your light. 
Through the same Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen 
 
God of hope, 
in this moment, 
and in the days ahead, 
fill us with all joy and peace, 
as we trust in you, 
that we may overflow with hope, 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
In Jesus’ name. 
Amen  

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your people and kindle 
in us the fire of your love 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Prayers for our parish 
 

Father God, thank you for our church 
and its people. Fill us with your Holy 
Spirit so that our church may grow. 
Help us to see you in everyone we 
meet and fill our lives with your 
praise. Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
 
Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in every situation, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. And 
the peace of God, which transcends 
all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.  Philippians 4.6-7 

 
Almighty God, we pray for your 
blessing on all who share in the life 
and work of our church and parish: 
in the ministry of word, prayer and 
sacrament;  
in teaching, learning together and 
pastoral care; 
in service to our Diocese of  
Rochester and Deanery of Shoreham; 
the community and those in need; 
in ecumenical fellowship, sharing 
and co-operation. 
We pray for all members of the  
congregation, that in their life and 
work they may advance your  
kingdom and bear witness to your 
love, shown in your Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

ST BARTHOLOMEW’S 
CHURCH, OTFORD 

 

MARCH 21ST—28TH  

 

As we slowly emerge from lockdown and see signs of hope beyond the   
pandemic this Week of Prayer for our parish focuses on some of our major  

issues and concerns for the future.  

 

You can pray in church or at home at any time, but we also hope that as many 
of us as possible can unite to pray together at 6pm each day,   

wherever we are, perhaps lighting a candle to focus our thoughts.  

 

These prayers and themes are offered as tools to enable all to participate and 
are suggestions as a springboard to your own prayers.  



Daily themes 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Sunday, 21st: Our church and parish 
As we begin this Week of Prayer, give 
thanks for opportunities to pray  
together and individually, ask God to 
give us a heart for prayer that we 
might become a praying people, and 
ask God to be at work answering our 
prayers.  
 
Monday, 22nd: Children and young 
people; families 
We pray for all our work with  
children and young people, for our 
planned activities once restrictions 
have lifted and for families under 
pressure. 
 

For our EPIC and YPF groups,  
currently meeting online, and for 
ways to engage fully and  
imaginatively in the future. 
 

For our Sunday School and leaders, 
for all-age services, for Messy Church 
and for creativity in our planning and  
in all we offer. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Tuesday, 23rd: The elderly and  
vulnerable 
We think of older members of our 
community, especially those who 
have been anxious and lonely 
throughout the pandemic and for 
ways of reaching out to them now 
and in the future.  
 

We pray for those who have  
struggled through not being able to 
come to church and engage with  
others and for our ongoing pastoral 
response. 
 
Wednesday, 24th: Our community, 
local businesses and village societies 
We pray for a renewed commitment 
to our common life together.  
 

In this time of great challenge, we 
pray for our local shops and  
businesses and for all facing an  
uncertain future. 
 

We pray for local groups and  
societies and our relationships with 
them and other churches. 

Sunday, March 21st Our church and parish as the Week of Prayer begins 

Monday, March 22nd Children and young people; families 

Tuesday, March 23rd The elderly and vulnerable 

Wednesday, March 24th  Our community, local businesses and societies  

Thursday, March 25th  Stewardship; generous giving and living 

Friday, March 26th  Those with church roles; volunteers 

Saturday, March 27th  Called to Grow and our mission planning 

Sunday, March 28th  Our church: looking ahead with hope and optimism 

Thursday, 25th: Stewardship and 
our Generous Giving, Generous Living 
initiative 
We pray that we 
may all be good 
stewards of our 
time, our talents 
and our treasure. 
 

Give thanks for our treasurer and 
finance team and those managing 
our finances during these days,  
especially as we address new  
realities and concerns and respond 
practically through our new  
Generous Giving, Generous Living 
campaign later in the year. 
 

We give thanks for one another and 
pray for our generosity in supporting 
the life and work of God’s church 
through our regular giving of money, 
our time and our abilities and gifts.  
 
Friday, 26th: All those with church 
roles and responsibilities; vacancies 
that need to be filled in volunteer 
posts 
We pray for those fulfilling  
important roles in our church and for 
vacancies arising on our PCC, in  
administration and in other vital 
work.  
 

We pray for people to come forward 
as churchwardens and PCC members 
as terms of office come to an end  
 

Pray about the future of our  
magazine and for people with  
enthusiasm and interest to develop 
our website and communications. 
 

Saturday, 27th: Called to Grow 
We pray for fresh vision and new  
opportunities to take forward the 
key themes in our Called to Grow 
mission plan: 
 Welcoming community  
 A place of reflection and  
 spiritual refreshment for those 
 within our congregation and  
 visitors 
 Social activities, fun and  
 fellowship for all 
 More use of church hall and 

church centre and engagement 
with outside groups 

 Valuing and exploring  
 traditional and contemporary 
 styles of worship 
 Ecumenical activity 
 Visibility and expressing our 

faith outside the church  
 building 
 Use of new technology as we 

use what we have learned over 
the past year going forward 

 
Sunday, 28th: Looking ahead with 
hope and optimism 
In this Passiontide season we pray 
that we may be passionate in all we 
do in our church and community as 
an ongoing response to God’s love 
for us. Pray that we may walk the 
Way together with hope, joy and  
expectation. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Holy God, our only hope is in you. We 
thank you for the past, trust you for 

today and believe for the future; that 
all your promises will come to pass 
so we can rest forever in your love. 

Amen  


