
 

 

 

Palm Sunday  
 

A Short Service of Prayer for those at 
home 

 
God our Saviour whose Son Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem as the 
Messiah to suffer and die, grant that we may ever hail him as our 
King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life.  

 

Hosanna to the Son of David. 

Blessed is he who comes 
In the name of the Lord. 

 
 

 

 

A Reading from the Bible 
 

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany where Lazarus lived, whom 
Jesus had raised from the dead. Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honour. Martha 
served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary took a pound of 
costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her 

hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one 
of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, ‘Why was this perfume 

not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?’ Jesus said, 
‘Leave her alone, it was intended that she should save this perfume for my burial. 

The next day the great crowd that had come for the Feast heard that Jesus was on 
his way to Jerusalem, they took palm branches and went out to meet him. 

St John, Chapter 12 

 
A Reading from the Gospel of St Luke 

Chapter 19 v 37-40 
 

As Jesus was approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole   
multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the 

miracles they had seen, saying, 
 

‘Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 

Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!’ 
 

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, order your disciples to 
stop.’ He answered, ‘I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.’  

 
Light  a candle  

(please ensure this is done safely) 
 

Pause for a moment of quiet 

 
 



Thought for the Day 
 

A year on since the first lockdown, a number of people have been featured on the 
news this week, each have told their story of how they nearly died because of 
COVID. Clearly and understandably their near death experience had traumatised 
them and each lavished huge praise upon the health service who had nursed them 
from death’s door back to life. Being able to express their thanks meant so much. 
 

As we reflect on our readings today, it is impossible to imagine how Jesus raised 
Lazarus from death to life, in their gratitude they threw a party in his honour. Whilst 
Martha cooked, Mary showed the depths of her feelings by anointing Jesus’ feet 
with expensive perfume and then wiped his feet with her hair to dry them.  
 

What happened in Lazarus’ house was a simple expression of the families love and 
thankfulness they felt towards Jesus; like those in the news this week they          
honoured him in the only way they knew, their kindness expressed how highly they 
esteemed Jesus. 
 

Moving forwards a day, we are now witness to the crowds response to Jesus who 
was by then entering into Jerusalem for the Passover Feast. Could he have imag-
ined the jubilance that greeted him? The scene was one of overflowing joy and 
praise directed at Jesus for all the miracles he had done. 
 

As Jesus rode on the back of a humble donkey, palms were being waved, cloaks 
laid upon the pathway and shouts of Hosanna announced his arrival; shortly before, 
Jesus had been talking about his future. ‘The hour has come’, he said, ‘Now is the 
time for the Son of Man to be glorified.’ Surely such adoration (worship) seemed to 
confirm Jesus’ heartfelt prophecy as the crowd shouted, ‘Blessed is the king who 
comes in the name of the Lord.’ 
 

In contrast to all this exuberant behaviour and overflowing praise comes a ’niggle’, 
the voice of Judas cuts into the joy like a hot knife in butter. Judas cannot contain 
his bitterness as Mary anointed Jesus’ feet, the sweet smell of perfume was       
soured by his criticism - ’what a waste’ (my words), it would have been better to 
give the money to the poor!    
 

Palm Sunday highlights the choices we make and how we really feel about Jesus 
and the place he has in our hearts. The challenge every person is faced with is to 
decide the value, the worth we place upon the life of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
 

For those whose life  Jesus has touched (like Martha and Mary), no sum of money 
could ever express how they felt, they worshipped him in body, mind and soul.  
Contrasted against such love is Judas for whom such worship of Jesus was         
trivialised, he saw the need only to honour the poor, not God and thus he willingly 
betrayed Jesus to the Chief Priest for a mere 30 silver coins (approx. £100 today). 
(St Matthew, chapter 26 v 14-16) 
 

As we enter Holy Week perhaps it is time to ask ourselves, ’How much is Jesus 
worth to ourselves, where is our loyalty, whom or what does our heart choose to 
worship?   
 

Jesus spoke about the need for those who would choose the life he offers, to pick 
up the cross and follow him. Today, this might mean standing up for Jesus amidst 
the ever growing tide of human condescension towards God and Christ. 



Perhaps another way of looking at our lives is to ponder the choice Jesus makes 
on our behalf as he chooses the cross rather than to save himself, are we worth 
dying for? 
 
Despite all our human failings, our fickleness and our faults, Jesus thought so! 
’Father Forgive’, Jesus will utter from the cross and from such forgiveness, from 
such grace comes the hope of new beginnings, new life. If you were on the news 
this week, how would you describe your feelings for the one who will freely give to 
you eternal life?     
 

 
A Reflective prayer on the way to ‘Jerusalem’ based on Psalm 24 

 
Who may ascend the hill of the Lord? Who may stand in his holy place? Those 

who have clean hands and pure hearts. 
 

O living God, age after age the children of dust make their way to Holy places to 
seek you, yet you are closer than hands or feet. 

 

In temples and in churches people make sacrifices and offerings, but what you 
seek is the love and well-being of your children. 

 

Your Word promises that those whose hands are clean and whose hearts are pure 
can climb the   heavenly hill; but who are we to do that? 

 

On our journey through life our hearts and our hands have become stained and 
dirtied. If we have stretched out our hands in greed, or lust, or love of money, 

Lord, cleanse me by your mercy. 
 

If our hearts have been sullied by pride or resentment, 
Lord, cleanse me by your mercy. 

 

If we have turned aside from our pilgrimage to follow the world’s  
ways, or to seek false Gods, or spirits other than your Holy Spirit,  

Lord, cleanse me by your mercy. 
 

Lord, you forgive the sins of all who turn to you in sincerity; you cleanse the      
penitent heart from all un-cleanness. Lord, set our course according to your word 

so that we may take up afresh the challenge of the journey to the Holy city. 
 

Give us new strength to follow you on your way, so that even we may ascend the 
hill of the Lord and stand in the Holy place. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN 

 
Prayers for the World  

 

Have mercy on all your people O God 
in this new and challenging world that stands before us. 

Bring healing and wholeness to people and nations, 
and have pity on those suffering in their isolation. 

 
 

Strengthen all who are fearful of disease and death, 
bring them to a new hope in Christ. 

 



Hear the cry of those who lament the passing of loved ones, 
grant them your peace and surround them with your presence. 

 
 

Give rest to the departed 
and bring them, with your saints, to glory everlasting. 

We commend the world to you for which Christ died, 
lead us in the pathways of truth and grant us your wisdom O God, 

now and forever more.  
 

 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven 
Hallowed be thy name 

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done;                               
On earth as it is in heaven.               

Give us this day our daily bread.      
And forgive us our trespasses,        

As we forgive those  
who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation;      
But Deliver us from evil.      
For thine is the kingdom,                              
The power and the glory, 
For ever and ever. AMEN 

 

Closing Prayer 
 
 

My heart is steadfast, O God; 
for great is your love, higher than the heavens; 

Your faithfulness reaches to the skies. 
Be exalted, O God, above the heavens, 

and let your glory be over all the earth. AMEN. 
 


