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Palm Sunday   

Commemoration of our Lord’s entry into Jerusalem   

Hosanna to the Son of David, the King of Israel.   

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.   

 

The Greeting   
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ be with you  

and also with you.   

 

Introduction   
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing by works of love and self 

sacrifice for the celebration of our Lord’s death and resurrection.  

Today we come together to begin this solemn celebration in union with the Church throughout the 

world. Christ enters his own city to complete his work as our Saviour, to suffer, to die, and to rise 

again.  

Let us go with him in faith and love, so that, united with him in his sufferings, we may share his 

risen life.   

 

The people hold up palms or branches while a prayer is said by the president and all respond 

Amen.   

 

The Palm Gospel   
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.  

Glory to you, O Lord.   

At the end   

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

Hymn  

 

Collect   
Let us pray for a closer union with Christ in his suffering and in his glory.   

True and humble king, hailed by the crowd as 

Messiah: grant us the faith to know you and 

love you, that we may be found beside you 

on the way of the cross, which is the path of 

glory. Amen.   

Readings   
Either one or two readings from Scripture precede the Gospel reading. At the 

end of each the reader may say   
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This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.   

Hymn  

 

The Passion Reading   
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.   

Christ humbled himself and became obedient unto death,  

even death on a cross.   

Therefore God has highly exalted him and given him 

the name that is above every name.  

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.   

 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.   

At the end   

This is the Passion of the Lord. No response 

is made.   

Prayers of intercession   
 

For forgiveness for the many times we have denied Jesus, let 

us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.   

 

For grace to seek out those habits of sin which mean spiritual death,  

and by prayer and self-discipline to overcome them, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy.   

 

For Christian people, that through the suffering of disunity there may 

grow a rich union in Christ, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.   

 

For those who make laws, interpret them, and administer them,  

that our common life may be ordered in justice and mercy, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.   

 

For those who still make Jerusalem a battleground, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.   

 

For those who have the courage and honesty to work openly for justice and peace,  

let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.   

For those in the darkness and agony of isolation, that they may find support and encouragement, 

let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.   

 

For those who, weighed down with hardship, failure, or sorrow, feel that God is far from them,  
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let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.   

 

For those who are tempted to give up the way of the cross, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy.   

 

That we, with those who have died in faith, may find mercy in the day of Christ,  

let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.  

 

Holy God,  

holy and strong,  

holy and immortal,  

have mercy upon us.   

 

The Peace   
Once we were far off,  but now in union with Christ Jesus we have been brought near  

through the shedding of Christ’s blood, for he is our peace.   

The peace of the Lord be always with you  

and also with you.   

 

Hymn  

 

The Preparation of the altar   
The president may praise God for his gifts in the appropriate words to which all respond Blessed 

be God forever   

The Eucharistic Prayer   
The Lord be with you and also 

with you.   

Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them to the Lord.   

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give thanks and praise.   

 

The president praises God for his mighty acts and all respond   

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory.   

Hosanna in the highest.   

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   

Hosanna in the highest.   

The president recalls the Last Supper   

Jesus Christ is Lord:   

Lord, by your cross and resurrection you 

have set us free.   

You are the Saviour of the world.   
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The Prayer continues and leads into the doxology, to 

which all respond boldly Amen.   

 

The Lord’s Prayer   
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us   

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation;  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power and  

the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.   

 

Breaking of the Bread   
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.   

Giving of Communion   
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the 

sin of the world. Blessed are those who are 

called to his supper.  

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only 

say the word, and I shall be healed.   

Prayer after Communion   
The Post Communion or another suitable prayer is said.   

Faithful God, may we who share this banquet  glory in the cross of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, our salvation, life and hope,  

who reigns as Lord now and for ever. Amen.   

The Blessing   
May the Father, who so loved the world that he gave his only Son,  

bring you by faith to his eternal life. Amen.   

May Christ, who accepted the cup of sacrifice in obedience to the Father’s will,  

keep you steadfast as you walk with him the way of his cross. Amen.   

May the Spirit, who strengthens us to suffer with Christ that we may share his glory, 

 set your minds on life and peace. Amen.   

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 

you and remain with you always. Amen.   

Go in the peace of Christ. Thanks be to God.   

Hymn   
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Maundy Thursday   

Hymn  

 

The Greeting   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you  

and also with you.   

 

Prayers of Penitence   
Our Lord Jesus Christ says: ‘If you love me, keep my commandments.’   

‘Unless I wash you, you have no part in me.’   

Let us confess to almighty God our sins against his love, and ask him to cleanse us.   

 

Have mercy on us, O God, in your great goodness; according to the 

abundance of your compassion blot out our offences.  

Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.   

 

Against you only have we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.  

Christ, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.   

 

Purge us from our sin and we shall be clean; wash us and we shall be whiter than snow.  

Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.   

 

May the Father forgive us by the death of his Son  

and strengthen us to live in the power of the Spirit all our days. Amen.   

 

Gloria in Excelsis   
Glory to God in the highest,  

and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory.   

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world:  have mercy on us;   

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.   

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord,   

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,   

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.   

 

The Collect   
God our Father,   

your Son Jesus Christ was obedient to the end  

and drank the cup prepared for him: may we who 

share his table   

watch with him through the night of suffering and be faithful. Amen.  
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Reading   
Either one or two readings from Scripture precede the Gospel reading. The psalm or canticle 

follows the first reading. At the end of each the reader may say   

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.   

 

Hymn  

 

Gospel Reading   
 

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.   

I give you a new commandment, says the Lord:   

Love one another as I have loved you.   

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.   

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  

Glory to you, O Lord.   

At the end   

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to 

you, O Christ.   

Sermon   

 

Prayers of Intercession   
 

In the power of the Spirit let us pray to the Father through Christ the saviour of the world.   

Father, on this, the night he was betrayed, your Son Jesus Christ washed his disciples’ feet.  

We commit ourselves to follow his example of love and service.  

Lord, hear us, and humble us. 

   

On this night, he prayed for his disciples to be one. We pray for the unity of your Church.  

Lord, hear us and unite us.   

 

On this night, he prayed for those who were to believe through his disciples’ message.  

We pray for the mission of your Church.  

Lord, hear us and renew our zeal.   

 

On this night, he commanded his disciples to love, but suffered rejection himself.  

We pray for the rejected and unloved.  

Lord, hear us and fill us with your love.   

 

On this night, he reminded his disciples that if the world hated them it hated him first. We 

pray for those who are persecuted for their faith.  

Lord, hear us and give us your peace.   
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On this night, he accepted the cup of death and looked forward to the new wine of the kingdom. 

We remember those who have died in the peace of Christ.  

Lord, hear us and welcome all your children into paradise.   

 

The Peace   
Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.   

Do not let your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.’   

The peace of the Lord be always with you and also with you.   

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.   

 

Hymn Preparation of the Table   
At the eucharist we are with our crucified and risen Lord. We know that it was not only our 

ancestors, but we who were redeemed and brought forth from bondage to freedom, from mourning 

to feasting. We know that as he was with them in the upper room so our Lord is here with us now. 

Until the kingdom of God comes let us celebrate this feast.   

 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of the universe, you bring forth bread from the earth.  

Blessed be God for ever.   

 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of the universe, you create the fruit of the vine.  

Blessed be God for ever.   

 

The Eucharistic Prayer   
 

The Lord be with you  

and also with you.   

Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them to the Lord.   

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give thanks and praise.   

 

The president praises God for his mighty acts and all respond   

Holy, holy, holy Lord,   

God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.   

Hosanna in the highest.   

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   

Hosanna in the highest.   

 

The president recalls the Last Supper   

Jesus Christ is Lord:   

Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free.  

You are the Saviour of the world.   

The Prayer continues and leads into the doxology, to which all respond boldly Amen.   



9  

The Lord’s Prayer   
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us   

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation;  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power and  

the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.   

 

Breaking of the Bread   
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.   

 

Giving of Communion   
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.   

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say 

the word, and I shall be healed   

Prayer after Communion   
The Post Communion or another suitable prayer is said.   

Hymn The Stripping of the Sanctuary   
While the Sanctuary is stripped bare verses from Lamentations are read and this response is used.   

Jerusalem, Jerusalem,  return to 

the Lord your God.   

The Gospel of the Watch  The Dismissal   
Christ was obedient unto death. Go in his peace.   
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The Liturgy of Good Friday   
The ministers enter in silence.   

All may kneel for a time of silent prayer.   

The Collect   
Eternal God,  

in the cross of Jesus we see the cost of our sin  

and the depth of your love:  

in humble hope and fear may we place at his feet  

all that we have and all that we are,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

  

Old Testament Reading   
Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12   

At the end of each the reader may say   

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.   

Psalm   

Psalm 22   

Refrain:    Be not far from me, O Lord   

New Testament Reading   

Hebrews 4.14–16; 5.7–9   

At the end of each the reader may say   

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.   

Hymn  

 

The Passion Reading   

John 18.1–end of 19   

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.   

At the end   

This is the Passion of the Lord No response is made.   
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The Proclamation of the Cross Hymn   
A wooden cross may be brought into the church and placed in the sight of the people.   

As the cross is carried in, the procession may stop three times and one of the following versicles 

and responses may be said or sung   

The cross of Christ.   

The cross on which the Saviour of the world was hung.   

The Reproaches   
Response:   My people, what wrong have I done to you?   

What good have I not done for you?   

Listen to me.   
 

I am your Creator, Lord of the universe;  

I have entrusted this world to you, but you have created the means to destroy it. [R]   
 

I made you in my image,  but you have degraded body and spirit and  

marred the image of your God. You have deserted me and turned your backs on me. [R]   
 

I filled the earth with all that you need, so that you might serve and care for one 

another, as I have cared for you;  but you have cared only to serve your own wealth 

and power.   
 

Holy God,  

holy and strong,  

holy and immortal, 

have mercy upon us.   

[R]   

I made my children of one blood to live in families rejoicing in 
one another;  

but you have embittered the races and divided the nations. [R]   

I commanded you to love your neighbour as yourself, to love and 
forgive even your enemies;  
but you have made vengeance your rule and hate your guide. [R]   

In the fullness of time I sent you my Son, 

that in him you might know me, and 

through him find life and peace; but you put 

him to death on the cross.   

Holy God, holy and 

strong, holy and 

immortal, have mercy 

upon us.   

[R]   

Through the living Christ, I called you into my Church to be my 

servants to the world, but you have grasped at privilege and 

forgotten my will. [R]   

I have given you a heavenly gift and a share in the Holy Spirit; 

I have given you the spiritual energies of the age to come;  
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but you have turned away and crucified the Son of God afresh. [R]   

 

I have consecrated you in the truth;  

I have made you to be one in the unity of the Father and the Son,  

by the power of the Spirit; but you have divided my Church and shrouded my truth.   

 

Holy God, holy and 

strong, holy and 

immortal, have mercy 

upon us.   

Turn again, my people, listen to me.   

Let your bearing to one another arise out of your life in Christ Jesus.   

He humbled himself and in obedience accepted the death of the cross. 

But I have bestowed on him the name that is above every name, that at 

the name of Jesus every knee should bow and every tongue confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord.   

Turn again, my people, listen to me.   

Father, hear our prayer and forgive us.   

Unstop our ears,  that we may receive the gospel of the cross.  

Lighten our eyes, that we may see your glory in the face of your Son.  

Penetrate our minds, that your truth may make us whole.  

Irradiate our hearts with your love, that we may love one another for Christ’s sake.  

Father, forgive us.   

 

Prayers of Intercession   
Lord, hear us.   

Lord, graciously hear us   

Lord of the Church,  

hear our prayer,  and make us one in heart and mind 

to serve you in Christ our Lord. Amen.   

 

The Lord’s Prayer   
Standing at the foot of the cross,   

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us   

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation;  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power and  

the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.   
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament   
The altar is covered with a fair linen cloth and the consecrated elements are placed on it in silence.   

Giving of Communion   
Jesus is the Lamb of God  who 

takes away the sin of the world.   

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only 

say the word, and I shall be healed   

Hymn  Prayer after Communion   
The Post Communion or another suitable prayer is said.   

There is no Blessing or dismissal   

The ministers and the people depart in silence.   

 

Easter Day   
The Service of Light   
The ministers go in silence to the entrance,   

one of them carrying the unlit Easter Candle.   

All the lights in the building are switched off.   

The Easter Candle may be marked   

Christ yesterday and today,  

the beginning and the end,   

Alpha and Omega, all time belongs to him, and all ages;   

to him be glory and power,  

through every age and for ever. Amen.   

 

This is the day when our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to life. Throughout the world 

Christians celebrate the awesome power of God. As we hear his word and proclaim all that God 

has done, we can be confident that we shall share his victory over death and live with him for ever.   

A minister lights the Easter Candle, saying   

May the light of Christ, rising in glory, banish all darkness 

from our hearts and minds.   

The minister carrying the Candle raises it and says or sings   

The light of Christ.   

Thanks be to God.   
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The procession moves further into the building and then stops.   

The versicle and response are repeated.   

The Exultet is sung   

Alleluia. Christ is risen.   

He is risen indeed. Alleluia.   

Gloria in Excelsis   
Glory to God in the highest,  

and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly King,  

almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory.   

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us;  

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer.   

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord,   

you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.   

 

The Collect   
God of glory, by the raising of your Son   

you have broken the chains of death and hell:  

fill your Church with faith and hope;  

for a new day has dawned and the way to life 

stands open in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.   

Old Testament Reading   

Isaiah 25.6–9   

At the end of each the reader may say   

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.   

Psalm   

Psalm 118.1–2,14–24   

Refrain:    I will give thanks to you, for you have become my salvation.   

New Testament Reading   

Acts 10.34–43   

At the end of each the reader may say   
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This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.   

Hymn  

The Gospel Reading   

John 20.1–18   

Alleluia, alleluia.   

I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one;  

I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore. Alleluia.   

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N. Glory to you, O Lord.   

 

At the end   

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to 

you, O Christ.   

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows   
As we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, we remember that 

through the paschal mystery we have died and been buried with him in baptism.   

In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. To follow Christ means dying to 

sin and rising to new life with him. Therefore I ask:   

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? I reject them.   

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? I renounce them.   

Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? I repent of them.   

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? I turn to Christ.   

Do you submit to Christ as Lord? I submit to Christ.   

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? I come to Christ.   

May almighty God who has given you the desire to follow Christ give you 

the strength to continue in the way.   

Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess the faith of the Church.   

Do you believe and trust in God the Father?  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.   

 

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ?  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,   

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered  

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended 

to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again;  
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he ascended into heaven,   

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.   

 

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen.   

 

The Peace   
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then were 

they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.   

Alleluia. The peace of the risen Christ be always with you and also with you. Alleluia.   

Hymn  

 

The Preparation of the Altar   
Lord of life,with unbounded joy we offer you our sacrifice 

of praise.  As we are fed with the bread of heaven may 

we know your resurrection power; through Christ our 

risen Lord. Amen.  

The Eucharistic Prayer   
The Lord be with you and also with you.   

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.   

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and praise.   

The president praises God for his mighty acts and all respond   

Holy, holy, holy Lord,   

God of power and might, heaven and earth 

are full of your glory.   

Hosanna in the highest.   

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   

Hosanna in the highest.   

 

The president recalls the Last Supper   

Jesus Christ is Lord:   

Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free.  

You are the Saviour of the world.   

The Prayer continues and leads into the doxology, to which all respond boldly Amen.   
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The Lord’s Prayer   
Rejoicing in God’s new creation,   

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us   

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation;  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power and  

the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.   

 

Breaking of the Bread   
 

Jesus says, I am the bread of life,  

whoever eats this bread will live for ever.  

Lord, our hearts hunger for you;  

give us this bread always.   

 

Giving of Communion   
 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.  

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.   

 

Hymn   

 

Prayer after Communion   
God of Life,   

who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross, 

and by his glorious resurrection  have delivered us from the power of our enemy: 

grant us so to die daily to sin,   

that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

  

The Blessing   
Alleluia. Christ is risen.   

He is risen indeed. Alleluia.   

God the Father,   

by whose love Christ was raised from the dead,  

open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life.  

Amen.  
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God the Son,  who in bursting from the grave has won a 

glorious victory,  give you joy as you share the Easter 

faith. Amen.   

God the Holy Spirit,  who filled the disciples with the 

life of the risen Lord, empower you and fill you with 

Christ’s peace. Amen.   

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain 

with you always. Amen.   

With the risen life of Christ within you, go in 

the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.  

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.   

  

Hymn  
 

Common Worship, services and prayers of the Church of England, material from which is 
included in this service is © The Archbishop’s Council, 2000, 2006 Times and Seasons. Hymns 
are reproduced under CCLI License Number: 99037 Our thanks to the Church of England and 
St. Martin's Voices for their permission under CC to share their recorded tracks.  
 

 

Words for Hymns and Anthems – Holy Week 2021 

Palm Sunday 
Page 19: All glory, laud and honour; We sing the praise of him who died 

Page 20: Ride on, ride on in majesty; Glory be to Jesus 

Page 21: The royal banners forward go;  

 

Maundy Thursday 
Page 21: A new commandment; An upper room did our Lord prepare 

Page 22: Just as I am, without one please; Lord Jesus think on me 

Page 23: Take up thy cross. 

 

Good Friday 
Page 23: There is a green hill far away 

Page 24: My song is love unknown; God so loved the world 

Page 25: When I survey the wondrous cross 

 

Easter Day 
Page 25: Exsultet; The day of resurrection 

Page 26: Jesus Christ is risen today; Now the green blade rises 

Page 27: Thine be the glory 
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