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 Welcome to St. Thomas’!  
____________________________________________________________________ 

Forthcoming Services 

Please note - our twice monthly live Services of Holy Communion have been 
suspended until further notice. 
 
Services will continue to be shared online. 
 
Sunday 21st March: Online Holy Communion. John 12:20-33 
 
Sunday 28th March:  Joining Aldridge Parish Church Online 
 

 

St Thomas’ Website - www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/) 

St. Thomas’ Facebook -  www.facebook.com/stthomasaldridge/  

Phone 01922 453942 / Email office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk 

  

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/
http://www.facebook.com/stthomasaldridge/
http://www.facebook.com/stthomasaldridge/
http://www.facebook.com/stthomasaldridge/
file:///C:/Users/Mike/Documents/Admin/Notice%20Sheets/2020/office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk
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_______________________________________________________________________________  

Rev’s Ramblings – 18th March 2021 
 

 

A couple of weeks ago I shared my prowess (or not!) in the world 
of technology, and that has come to mind again as I write this after 
our Zoom service for Mothering Sunday.  Also, thanks to the 
internet, I’ve had bouquets of flowers from daughters who live a 
distance away, and later on we’re having a Zoom get-together as a 
family – from America, Dorset, Derby, Aldridge and Pelsall.  Even 
though I’m well-used to the internet, it’s still marvellous to think 
that we can see each other and chat. 
 

I still like to write Christmas cards, letters etc, but my everyday conversations are by text or email.  I can 

even tell the mood of someone from their text message – something Max finds incredible!! 

 

Even my shopping is mostly internet-based these days!  The Amazon man calls regularly, delivering such 

diverse items as dog food, flour and coffee beans – plus a multitude of odds and ends that we couldn’t 

possibly live without!!  My food shopping is mainly Click & Collect.  Max loves going to Morrisons these 

days – we leave home around 11.30am and we’re home  

by 12, shopping done!!  

 

I get lots of posts on Facebook from different churches, religious sites, meditations etc, and keep in touch 

with Diocesan matters through their online Digest.  So, it’s quite clear that, even though we will soon be 

able to meet up again in person, church life is likely to be a bit different.  

 

The pandemic has brought about even faster change in an already fast-changing world.  However, no 

matter how fast our earthly lives are changing, God never changes – He is always there – always ready to 

listen to us – to speak to us.  Our relationship with God will always be a personal one – He won’t ever 

send us a text or an email!  So, this week, enjoy some personal time with Him, and give thanks that He will 

always be the same. 

 

Blessings 

Sue Quibell  
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MISSION FOCUS: Watts in Madagascar – March 2021 

 
This month we are highlighting the Watts family, Ted, Rachel and their two sons, Ethan and Jamie. Ted is a 
surgeon and Rachel is a paediatrician and they are working at the Good News Hospital in Mandritsara in 
northern Madagascar. They have gone to serve there through SIM (Serving In Mission) working alongside 
others who are a part of the mission project which seeks to make the good news of Jesus known in 
Mandritsara and beyond. Ted, Rachel and the boys are supported with regular gifts and prayer support. 
 
After what has been a challenging past year in Mandritsara for 
Ted and Rachel, we have all been praying that this next 12 
months will be filled with blessings, with the arrival of additional 
families and co-workers to assist in the project. 
Presently, the hospital as you know from previous updates, is 
having an ongoing building project supported by Friends of 
Mandritsara Trust, which exists to support the hospital and its 
associated projects. Ted recently sent a picture showing how far 
the new theatre block building had progressed, asking us to give 
thanks for the work done so far. 
 
The long term vision once this building is equipped and in use, is to launch a surgical training program, 
with the hope that if accreditation is given, it can begin in January 2022. The vision is to train Malagasy 
junior doctors to be highly skilled mission minded surgeons serving Mandritsara. God has blessed this 
vision with the arrival in the early part of February of two colleague surgeons, who will be working 
alongside Ted in running the program. Ted supplied a picture of him with them, to assist our prayers. 

 
On the left is Jesh, who has come from Canada, along with his wife and 3 
children. He is a qualified surgeon having already served at mission 
hospitals in Burundi and Togo. They have pledged to serve for 4 years.  
In the middle is Marco, a Malagasy surgeon. 
Ted and Rachel write, “Marco and his wife have made many sacrifices to 
follow God’s call and make the move from the capital.” 
Please pray that God will bless their time working together, in bringing 
the plan to fruition. 
Also recently joining the team for one year, are the Hinds family from 
Sheffield, Mark a teacher and Lucy a paediatrician, along with their two 

children. Pray for all the Watts family as they help all of the newcomers settle into their new surroundings 
and working routines. Keep praying too, that as COVID restrictions are lifted further, more short term 
mission workers will once again return to Mandritsara. 
 
Here is a picture Ted and Rachel sent of Ambohimandroso church. 
 
It is in a suburb of Mandritsara and is the church that the Watts 
family joined when they first arrived. It is a church plant from a 
larger more central Baptist church. The present pastor is retiring 
this March. They ask for prayer, that God would protect and 
grow the church, whilst the process of appointing a new pastor 
takes place. 
Thank you for your prayers and interest in the Watts family and 
the peoples they serve.  
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Resources For Online Worship and Prayer  
 

Virtual Sunday School:  Every week, Virtual Sunday School release a fun Sunday School session to watch 
involving a story, activity or game and prayer.  These are full of energy and lots of fun. These can be 
watched here: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMu2bG8L2dp7ywUZVa9uXDA  
 
Bible Buds:  On Facebook every fortnight https://www.facebook.com/biblebuds/  
 
Worship for Everyone 
For a whole host of fun, faith filled family worship and story sessions available online, do check out the 
Drake Family either on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/worshipforeveryone  
or on you tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2dYemDuCz36mIKAt0DwhcA  
 
Lichfield Diocese Daily Prayer:  A daily prayer video posted on the diocesan Facebook page every 
weekday at 1pm for people across the diocese to join in prayer together.  
 
Lectio 365 – this is a free downloadable audio app, providing a daily devotional resource that helps you 
pray the Bible every day. 
  

BBC Radio 4 Daily Services at 9.45am each morning.   

Services are available every day with spiritual reflection, bible reading, prayer and Christian music.  Simply 
tune in at 9.45am. 
Friday 19th March – The Emotional Jesus - Troubled 
Monday 22nd March – The Emotional Jesus - Sorrow 
Tuesday 23th March – The Emotional Jesus - Fear 
Wednesday 24th March – Jesus is Attacked – As a Friend of Sinners 
Thursday 25th March – A Meditation 
Friday 26th March – Jesus is Attacked – For Forgiving Sins 
 
BBC Radio 4 Sunday Worship – 21th March at 8.10am –  
Lost Years – As the nation is about the mark the anniversary of the first lockdown, Debbie Thrower – 
broadcaster and founder of Anna Chaplaincy which promotes the spiritual welfare of older people – 
marks the loss of more than one hundred and twenty thousand lives to the pandemic in the United 
Kingdom.  Many of those who died were in their later years – some living in care homes.  There are 
currently 160 or so Anna Chaplains (and others in equivalent roles) in the national network ministering to 
older people across the UK.  Named after the widow, Anna, in Luke’s gospel, the chaplains help older men 
and women reflect on the narrative of their lives, to seek meaning and purpose and to foster hope and 
resilience in old age.  The Anna name reinforces the fact that much of the work is with those who have 
suffered loss and bereavement.  Yet it is a hope-filled ministry, highlighting the tradition of older people 
having prophetic voices:  It recognises that many in retirement have wisdom to impart to younger 
generations, and key life lessons to share spiritually and in in other ways.  Appropriately, for a ministry 
that is a gracious offering from church to the community, the name Anna means ‘gift’ or ‘grace’.  
Preacher:  The Very Revd Catherine Ogle, Dean of Winchester, and with a Moment of Remembrance led 
by the Archbishop of York.  Reading Luke 7:11-17. 
 
BBC TV Lent Course: A series of Lent Services are being shown on BBC1 TV on Sundays.  This week is Lent 
Worship 5.  The Rev Kate Botley introduces a service for Lent from St Martin’s Church in Maidstone, led 
by the Rev Joyce Addison, with the writer and broadcaster Chine McDonald.    You can also catch up on 
last week’s episodes on BBC Iplayer, by clicking this link: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/search?q=lent+worship 
  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMu2bG8L2dp7ywUZVa9uXDA
https://www.facebook.com/biblebuds/
https://www.facebook.com/worshipforeveryone
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2dYemDuCz36mIKAt0DwhcA
https://anglican.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=acaad43ba0b06e97275112db2&id=6a9a35873d&e=519906175d
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/search?q=lent+worship


St. Thomas’ Church Weekly Notices    SUNDAY, 21st March 2021 

5 

PRAYING TOGETHER 
 
At this time of the third lockdown some of us are still praying each week at the times our regular prayer 
meetings would have been held and as suggested at the beginning of first lockdown.  Even though we 
cannot meet in person we can still meet in spirit.  What I have found very helpful is to phone a close 
friend from church and have a prayer time over the phone.  It has been a great blessing to share our 
thoughts and feelings through the months and spend some quiet time in the Lord’s presence together.  I 
would recommend this way of praying if you have an anytime plan with your phone but it’s not such a 
good idea if it’s pay per minute as an hour or so can soon pass and can be very costly.  I’m sure there are 
other ways of connecting if you are into technology. 
I would just like to mention the various ways of getting prayer for ourselves, our friends or our families 
whist we are not meeting up and just a reminder that nothing is too small or too big to ask for the Lord’s 
help with: 
 
Prayer Circle 
The prayer circle is a group of about a dozen people who are willing to pray for anyone or any situation 
that needs prayer.  A weekly list of prayer needs is produced which is circulated to Prayer Circle Members 
and remains confidential to that group and is not shared anywhere else.  Prayer requests should be 
passed on to Liz Spiers at Lizspiers55@blueyonder.co.uk.  If your request is for someone else please 
ensure you have their permission before sharing.   
 
Special prayer list 
This was originally set up to pray for those known to us who were suffering the effects of, or affected by, 
Covid19 but has now expanded to include those who have other needs and wish to be prayed for by all 
members of the church rather than within the confines of the Prayer Circle. This information should still 
respectfully be kept within the congregation.  Any requests for this list should either be passed on to Liz 
Spiers or Genette Andrews in church office.  If your request is for someone else please ensure you have 
their permission before sharing.   
We need to keep on praying, however we do it.  The Lord needs to hear our prayers for our world and 
ourselves.  Be encouraged that the Lord does hear all our prayers. ‘The prayers of a righteous person has 
great power’ James 6.16    Liz Spires, Prayer Coordinator 
 

Weekly Zoom Prayers:  If you would like to take part in our weekly live Zoom prayer meetings you would 

be most welcome to join on Sundays at 5.30pm for the whole church. If you would like to take part, 

please give Roland a ring on 01922458769. He will help you to join the meeting, and provide you with the 

relevant pass numbers.  Roland Jones 

 

A CALL TO PRAYER:  Can we ask you to commit to praying at 6pm each day focusing on the NHS and those 
working there.  We will then know that we will be praying powerfully together every day.   Please also 
continue to pray for this situation during your usual prayer time.   
This is the least we can do for one of our sisters in Christ, and for all those who daily put their own lives at 
risk in fighting Covid. There is strength in praying together.  (Jesus said..) Again, truly I tell you that if two 
of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For 
where two or three gather in my Name, there I am with them. Matthew 18:19-20.  Thank you.   
The Wardens, Sue and Jeremy * https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/62951/view/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Lizspiers55@blueyonder.co.uk
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/62951/view/
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NOTICES  
 
Testimonies / Life Examples:  We’d like to include testimonies or examples of how God has been helping 

you through the lockdowns etc, so if there’s anything you feel you would like to share, please let Sue or 

the Wardens know.    
 

Worship Together - 'Happy Day':  On Easter Day we are looking to be able to share a wonderfully joyful 
video of our church family worshiping together as we sing, sign, play, dance or wave our arms about to 
the song 'Happy Day' by Tim Hughes.  What better way to celebrate that Jesus is alive, by joining together 
in worship?! On Tuesday night (23rd March) the band are recording the song which we can use as a 
backing track for each of our own recordings, which I hope to be able to share next Wednesday/Thursday 
for those willing to join in.  
 
Until then I hope you might consider giving it a go, and maybe get some inspiration from 
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rk_aflSMnPM. Or for those of you with an affiliation with BSL, 
you might enjoy practicing with Esther Knew:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZnbXMvYh0QY.  Or if 
you just want to familiarise yourself with the original song or to throw yourself in as the mood takes, it 
can be listened to here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_9QiWorBaY.   
 
It is our hope that as many of us as possible, young and old, can just come together (virtually) in joyful, 
celebratory worship, in whatever form that takes for you, to create a really happy feel moment on such 
an incredibly happy day. 
 
If you would like to take part, please do let Hannah know (hannahevans@stthomasaldridge.org.uk or 
07921 387 241) so that I can share the band's video with you and give you guidance on how best to record 
yourselves.  Even just a part of the song, if you can't manage all of it, would be great!  Let's share some 
fun and our joy this Easter. I am so excited.  Hannah Evans, Children and Families Worker 
 
Sunday Services:  A Note From Hannah - We are still looking for more faces to appear in our weekly 
online services.  If you feel able to record yourself reading the passage, leading some prayers or opening 
the service (in the comfort of your own home) please let Hannah Evans (07921 387 241) know.  The 
recordings don't have to be polished or a 'performance', just you being yourself (and we can edit the start 
and finish, so don't worry about rough edges that way either).  We would love to see more of your lovely 
faces, (young and not-so-young).  Hannah Evans 
 
Lent Course:  A reminder that our Lent Course is currently taking place on Thursday evenings via Zoom. 

 

Weekly Bible Study:  If you missed Sue Quibell’s Bible Study this week, you can find it here 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/56985/view/ 

 

Holy Week:  We will send prayers and reflections for each day of Holy Week. 
 

Sunday 28th March, Palm Sunday:  Join with Aldridge Parish Church online, or one of the online services 
offered by other churches. 
 
Thursday 1st April, Maundy Thursday:  Zoom Maundy Thursday Holy Communion at 7.30pm 
 
Friday 2nd April:  2.00pm Zoom Hour at the Cross 
 
Sunday 4 April:  10.30am Zoom service for Easter Sunday 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rk_aflSMnPM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZnbXMvYh0QY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_9QiWorBaY
mailto:hannahevans@stthomasaldridge.org.uk
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/56985/view/
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CHURCH RE-OPENING:  Please remember to book via the office as seating is limited to 30 people! 
Sunday 11 April:  10.30am Holy Communion in Church   
Sunday 18 April:  6.30pm Evening Worship in Church  
 
Watts in Madagascar:  Please continue to pray for good health and protection from Covid for Ted, Rachel, 

Ethan and Jamie, along with all the people they come into contact with in their community. The past few 

weeks have reminded us that the virus is still in circulation in Mandritsara with Pastor David and Dr Marco 

both needing to be isolated. Please pray that tests and vaccines can become widely available soon 

throughout Madagascar to offer good protection to vulnerable communities.  Colin and Sue Goodall 

Thomas Project Job Vacancies:  We are on the lookout for two new Trustees for the roles of Chair and 
Fundraiser.  Please email jobclub@thethomasproject.co.uk    www.thethomasproject.co.uk. 
 
 

CHILDREN & FAMILIES NOTICES  
 

Together At Home:  Please look on our website for the section titled “Children – Together At Home”.  This 

week Hannah focus on Hannah and Samuel. 

Church Website - https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/56973/view/   

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/StThomasAldridge/ 

 

Tom’s Toddlers and Footprints:  This week Hannah encourages us with a parenting experience and shares 

some fun activities for little ones.  

Church Website - https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/63466/view/  

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/StThomasAldridge/ 

 
Wednesday Zoom:  Originally intended for the children of our Tom's Toddlers and Footprints groups, we 
have welcomed their elder siblings and other children of primary school age, who are currently home 
schooling at home too. Our Wednesday Zoom's happen fortnightly at 1pm for 40-60mins, including a 
singing time, story, craft, game and prayer time.  Our next Wednesday Zoom is this Wednesday, 24th 
March. If you have small (or smallish) children that you would like to take part in this, contact Hannah 
on hannahevans@stthomasaldridge.org.uk  
 
Upcoming Children's Sunday Group Zooms:  In a slight change to the normal fortnightly routine, in order 
to accommodate and celebrate Easter fully, here are the dates for the next two Sunday School Zooms: 
Sunday 21st March, 10.30am - Jesus' Triumphal Entry to Jerusalem 
Join us with something green to wave and rejoice in celebration to welcome Jesus. We will also be 
creating a praise stone, so you will need a stone and felt pen (sharpies work best) and googly eyes if you 
have them.   
Sunday 28th March 10.30am - Easter theme 
Details to follow 
If you wish to join Margaret and myself for either session (or both), please just let Hannah Evans know 
(hannahevans@stthomasaldridge.org.uk / 07921 387 241) so I can share the zoom invite details. Hope 
to see you there!  

  

mailto:jobclub@thethomasproject.co.uk
http://www.thethomasproject.co.uk/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/56973/view/
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasAldridge/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/63466/view/
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasAldridge/
mailto:hannahevans@stthomasaldridge.org.uk
mailto:hannahevans@stthomasaldridge.org.uk
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CONTACTS 
 
Clergy:  

 Rev Jeremy Bakewell 07790 986575  

 Rev Sue Quibell 07889 885545 if you want would like to talk please feel free to phone on the numbers 
above. 
Church Office  

 Office hours are usually Monday to Thursday from 9 am till 12 pm.  Genette Andrews is currently working 
from home and will be happy to help with your queries.  Messages on the office answer phone are 
listened to twice weekly (01922 453942) /  Emails are read Monday’s-Thursdays 
office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk  Please be mindful that messages may not be seen or heard on Fridays, 
Saturdays or Sundays.  (for urgent or emergency contact, Genette’s personal mobile number is 07702 
822546). 
Children and Families Worker: Hannah Evans 

 Hannah is currently working from home and can be contacted on the following numbers: 

 Telephone  01922 693298 or mobile 07921 387241  /  Email: hannahevans@stthomasaldridge.org.uk  
(Please be mindful that messages may not be seen or heard on Mondays and Saturdays) 
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Vera Russell  

 Telephone 01922 616383 or 07806 519301  /  Email: vjrus@gmail.com 
Prayer Coordinator: Liz Spiers  

 Telephone 01922 453944 if you wish to discuss any prayer needs, including ongoing prayer ministry and 
details of the Prayer Circle. 
Wardens 

 Clive Thomas: 07811 341212 or email clivethomas62@yahoo.co.uk  

 Sue Grundy: 07772 925069 or email susan.grundy@yahoo.com 

 Andrew Dickson: 07989 143388 or andrewjdickson999@hotmail.com 

 Vera Russell: 07806 519301 or email vjrus@gmail.com 

Safeguarding  
Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. If you have concerns about how somebody might be treating 
you or another person, please do not hesitate to contact Sue Grundy (for children) on 07772 925069 or 
Sue Quibell (for adults) on 07889 885545 (see poster in church foyer for other numbers and information). 
A copy of our safeguarding policy is available from the church foyer and church office.  
Fabrics and Health and Safety – Andrew Dickson may be contacted via 07989 143388 or 
andrewjdickson999@hotmail.com directly, if you notice or need help with any such issues.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cooper and Jordan School Applications: Parents should be aware that we follow the school’s 

admission policy on attendance and in accordance with Diocesan guidelines ‘regular attendance’ at 

worship constitutes a minimum of at least two services per month. The guidelines further suggest 

that regular attendance should have been for at least two years before application. Please see the 

Welcome Desk to ensure your attendance is recorded. New information: Supporting letters are now 

being done in batches when we receive the list of applications from C&J. The letters are then sent 

directly back to C&J but feel free to check with our office that your child’s name features in the list. 

Thanks, Genette.  

 

 

 

 

Gift Aid: The Government adds 25% to each ‘Gift Aided’ donation at no cost to you.  If you don’t have 

a regular Gift Aid arrangement, but would nevertheless like to Gift Aid a donation today, please use 

one of the brown Gift Aid envelopes available from the leaflet rack, or do ask a Steward to find one for 

you.  Please see our Treasurer, Ron Heaton for more information if needed. 

mailto:office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk
mailto:vjruss@gmail.com
mailto:clivethomas62@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:susan.grundy@yahoo.com
mailto:andrewjdickson999@hotmail.com

