Latest News – 20th March 2021

Watch the service – Passion Sunday, the fifth Sunday in Lent
Join with our worshipping community in our online church service.
This week, we're marking Passion Sunday, the fifth Sunday in Lent. #LiveLent. The service
is from Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford.

The service is to be broadcast from 9am on Sunday on the Church of England’s website, Facebook
page and YouTube channel. The service remains available to view afterwards.
An order of service is available to download online.
All of the video content is manually subtitled. To turn these on, go to the bottom left of the video and
click the filled-in box with two broken lines inside. The service is BSL-interpreted throughout.
**

Census Day - March 21st 2021
Once every 10 years since 1801 households are asked to
complete the census. It is a population count of everyone
living in England and Wales on the same date.
This is the first time that it will largely be done online
although paper census forms will have been sent out to
those area with poor online services (about 10%) or where
the householder has specifically requested a paper form.
The census gathers household details such as names, dates of birth, occupation, address, number of
rooms, type of heating and relationships with any other occupants. Income, Savings and other financial
details are not requested. Completing the census is free.
Cannot find your letter or the code? Just go online at www.census.gov.uk and it can be re-issued by text
message immediately or again by post. If you struggle with computers or smartphones or don’t have
access to any, you have disabilities or just need some support you can either speak to a trusted relative,
friend or neighbour who can input your information online for you while speaking to you on the phone.
Alternatively call the Census Support line on 0800 141 2021 for free 8am to 8pm during this weekend
or in the days afterwards. Be aware current call volumes are high and it may take some time to get
through but will be easier in a few days after 21st March.
Please check your friends, neighbours and family are able to complete it and provide support if they are
anxious about it. If you forget to do the census by or on 21st March 2021 you can still complete it in the
days following 21st March, however, you may be contacted by Census Officers at some point to see if there
is a problem or if any help is required.
Statistics from the census is used by business, national and local government, charities and public services
to meet the needs of local and national areas. Personal information gathered by the Census is locked away
for 100 years and is not released for any purpose. The census is so important that every household is
required by law to complete it and if they do not may face prosecution and a fine.
More information can be found at www.census.gov.uk and by phone 0800 141 2021.
To celebrate the Census 2021 one hundred public buildings across England and Wales are being lit up in
purple this weekend. Lincoln Cathedral is one of them.

Message from the Bishop of Lincoln to his diocese – 5th March 2021
The letter issued by the Bishop of Lincoln to his diocese on 5th March
setting out his plans on his return to ministry has been added to your
local church website to read.

Reflections for Lent
Reverend Clive has prepared 5 reflections for Lent which are available on the local church
websites to read online or to download.

Religious Leaders back ‘National Day of Reflection’
20/03/2021
Leaders from across different faiths ask the public to join
them in a national day to remember those who have died
from any cause during the pandemic – being held on Tues 23
March - and to show support for everyone who has been
bereaved.
Spearheaded by the charity Marie Curie and supported by the Together Coalition, over 200
organisations are already behind the National Day of Reflection and today 82 prominent leaders
from religious groups including the Buddhist Society, British Sikh Nurses, Professional Women of
Faith, Catholic Union, the Islamic Society of Britain, the Church of England, Commonwealth
Jewish Council and Interfaith Matters have signed an open letter backing the day.
The Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally said: "Alongside all of the pain, the pandemic has also
given us something, a renewed sense of community and a sense that we are l ooking out for
each other. On the 23rd of March please join us in marking both of these - reflecting on those
we have lost, but also reaching out to connect with those who have survived and will need our
support and love in the coming weeks and months."
Full Letter – signed by 82 religious leaders
When we think of death, we think about faces we won't see again, voices we won't hear, people we
will miss. We think of our own losses and grief. But during this crisis we have become used to talking
about death through numbers.
The scale of our losses make that understandable - but for each individual death there is a circle of
grief and loss. Over 125,000* people have died over the last year with Covid -19 and in all 650,000
people have died during this period. Each and every one will have loved ones, colleagues, friends and
families grieving for their loss. While the numbers help us understand the scale of what we are
experiencing collectively, they give us no understanding of the depth and meaning of each loss.

The grief felt by so many - no matter what the cause - has been made even harder to bear by
our inability to grieve and celebrate a life collectively.
For many they have not been able to be there with those they loved and cared for at the end of their
lives. We haven't been able to comfort with a hug or mark a death with the full rituals of our cultures
and faiths.
As faith leaders we know how important the ability to grieve properly is and how high the cost will be
of our inability to do that. While we can't turn back time, we can build opportunities to mourn as a
nation. That's why this Tuesday (23 March) – on the anniversary of the first lock down – we are
asking the nation to join us in doing two things. To take a minute to reflect by taking part in
the nationwide silence at noon, and then take a moment to connect; to reach out to someone
you know is grieving and who might like your support.
Each person we remember on this Day is special, loved by us and by God. We can't fully take away
the pain felt over the last year, but we can take a moment to reflect and to connect with others to
remind ourselves that we are there for each other.
The National Day
The National Day of Reflection, which the movement hopes will become an annual event, will see;
a nationwide minute of silence at 12 noon, followed by bells tolling at 12:01, and prominent
buildings and iconic landmarks will light up at 8pm across the UK.
Alongside this will be community-led initiatives such as virtual reflective assemblies, choirs, special
services, candle and lantern lighting on doorsteps, yellow ribbons wrapped around trees, and
many other commemorative activities that will bring people together – in adherence with social
distancing rules.
On the day, there will be a series of free online talks and conversations featuring expert panels,
bereaved families and celebrities throughout the afternoon of 23 March, produced by the Good
Grief Festival.2
To find out more about the National Day of Reflection visit www.mariecurie.org.uk/dayofreflection.

The Plan for Re-opening after lockdown

**
Annual Parochial Church Meetings
The two Annual Parochial Meetings will take place:
• Brothertoft Group at Kirton Holme Hall on Monday 17th May at 7.30pm
• Sibsey with Carrington Group at Sibsey Church on Tuesday 18th May at 6pm.
Sanitisation, Face Masks and Social Distancing as well as track and trace will still apply unless we have been
informed differently before those dates.
If anyone wishes to join the electoral roll so they can participate or vote at these meetings should contact
their local church warden or the Vicar for the registration form or download it from here
https://www.parishresources.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Application-for-Enrolment-Electoral-Roll.docx
Under the Church Representation Rules any lay persons are entitled to have their names entered on the
roll if the person is—
(a) is baptised,
(b) is aged 16 or over, and
(c) is a member of the Church of England or similar church and attends public worship (unless the
lockdown or similar cause prevented it).

Millions join worship online as churches bring services into the home
in pandemic year
16/03/2021
The Church of England’s national online services alone have attracted more than 3.7 million views since
the first restrictions on gatherings for public worship to limit the spread of Covid-19 were introduced
almost a year ago.
Clips and content from the services have been seen 40 million times on social media channels. The
Church of England’s prayer and discipleship apps – through which people can join in ancient services of
morning and evening prayer from
wherever they are – have been
accessed eight million times, up 50 per
cent on the previous year.
The figures for online services are
thought to be just the tip of the iceberg
as churches’ response to the pandemic
triggered a major change in the way
Christians worship and reach out to
their neighbours. At least 20,000
services and other online events are
now listed on the Church of England’s ‘church-finder’ website AChurchNearYou. A year ago there were
none. And a special hymn download service, designed for local churches to use as part of online
worship, has seen more than a million downloads.
As churches look ahead to an expected easing of restrictions and more public gatherings, many are
assessing how to incorporate the lessons of the last year into their regular patterns of worship and
outreach after the pandemic.
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, said: “The last year has been a time of loss, separation
and pain for everyone. Not always being able to meet together for prayer and worship has made that
even more difficult and I long for the day when we can gather together before God’s face. Yet amid all
of this, God has been with us and has done something new which we could not have imagined a year
ago. We have sung the Lord’s song in a virtual foreign land. As we look and plan ahead it’s not a
question of either online worship or meeting in-person, but of how we will be shaped by the
experience and commitments of the last year, to try new things, to value the things we perhaps took for
granted before, and to reach out to more people with the invitation to participate in the good news of
Jesus Christ.”
The Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell said: “I think there has been a digital coming of age . Of course
we long to meet in person, but online services can be very beautiful. People of different ages, from
different parts of the country or even the world, families sitting together, people watching whilst having
a cup of coffee are all coming together to worship online in ways that we just couldn’t have imagined a
year ago. Many churches report that they have more people participating in their online services than
used to meet in person. Of course, I hope these new online worshippers will join us in person one day.
But even if they don’t, we must carry on nurturing these online communities and seeing it as a way of
reaching out to new people and building new communities of faith.”

Lincoln Cathedral
Chapter Letter – 21st March 2021
Looking toward Holy Week at the cathedral
This year we will be able to mark Holy Week by gathering for worship in a way that was not
possible in Holy Week 2020. However, the restrictions that are a necessary response to the
ongoing presence of the COVID-19 virus in our communities mean that our liturgical marking of
the events of this most significant week will be different this year to many that have gone before,
and some things that we may be used to remain absent from our worship.
However, rather than make our celebration just a pale imitation of years past, with obvious
absences we are trying to respond creatively so that there will be familiar elements alongside
doing things differently. This will be noticeable in our musical provision, where we must be
thankful to our musicians for working within the constraints of having a maximum of three singers
for those acts of worship where a wider congregation is present. It will also affect some of the
rituals – such as the decision not to hand out bunches of flowers today, the omission of footwashing on Maundy Thursday, and changes to how we venerate the Cross on Good Friday.
Despite these changes, it is the hope that we will be able to visit anew the rituals, and events that
they recall, and simply appreciate being able to mark this most holy of seasons in ways that were
not possible last year.
In all of this there is something of a repeating theme about our lives at the moment – of looking
back at what was, and looking forward to what might be. In this we join with so many in
sometimes not dwelling in the present moment – not comparing it to what has been, and not
longing for what we hope might be. However, we might benefit from something of the wisdom that
Christ shares says that we should live in the present day – remembering what God is calling us to
at this moment.
So I hope that, whilst we might never wish to have been in the wider situation which our society
finds itself, might we be blessed by finding God in the unexpected of the present moment as we
travel this coming Holy Week in a different way – not was has been, and almost certainly not what
we hope will be; but sharing in this holiest of times, hearing and participating in this story as we
seek God with us in the here and now of our daily lives.
NICK BROWN, PRECENTOR**

Lincoln Cathedral suspends in-person worship and will continue
to be streamed online.
Online services
For the duration of the lockdown services broadcast online will include:
– Eucharist on Sunday mornings at 10am
– Morning Prayer – 8am Monday to Friday, 9am Saturdays
– Evensong Tuesdays and Fridays at 5.30pm
– Evening Prayer – 5.30pm Monday, Wednesday and Thursday, 4.30pm Saturdays, and 3.45pm
Sundays.
Private Prayer
The Retro-Choir at the Cathedral will remain open for individual private prayer and reflection
between 10am and 1pm Monday to Saturday and 11.30am-1pm on Sundays.
Access for private prayer will be through the Judgement Porch on the South side of the Cathedral.
The Dean’s Green will remain open between 10am and 4pm daily as a place of quiet reflection.
Online Prayer Wall
Lincoln Cathedral also offers an online prayer wall where prayers can be left from the comfort and
safety of your home and a virtual candle lit. Visit https://lincolncathedral.com/prayers/
Resuming public worship
With local and national rates of transmission and infection dropping, we are hopeful that we can
begin a staged return to public worship as we enter Lent.
Lent 2021
Alongside a resumed pattern of public worship, we are planning the following opportunities for
reflection: – Friday Lent Addresses
At the 12.30pm Eucharist on Fridays there will be a series of short addresses considering some of
the key texts from the bible that have traditionally been used as people explore The Way of
Christ. These will be streamed via the cathedral’s Facebook page for those unable to attend in
person. If anyone would be interested in meeting for a short online follow-up discussion on Zoom
please e-mail the Precentor (nick.brown@lincolncathedral.com). This online discussion would
happen after a short pause to give people time to have a little lunch!
– Clewer Initiative
There will also be an opportunity to reflect on the issues of social justice that arise for those forced
to work in exploitative ways in our own society. These will be led by the Dean; see right-hand
column for more details
Holy Week
Although the exact format of services during Holy Week depends on the government guidance in
place at the time, our current plans for services are as follows:
28 March: PALM SUNDAY
7.45am Litany
8am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Sung Eucharist with blessing of palms and reading or singing of the passion
3.45pm EVENSONG*
29 March: Monday in Holy Week
8am Morning Prayer
12.30pm Eucharist
5.30pm Evening Prayer
7.30pm Address and Compline
30 March: Tuesday in Holy Week
8am Morning Prayer

8.30am Holy Communion
5.30pm EVENSONG*
7.30pm Address and Compline
31 March: Wednesday in Holy Week
8am Morning Prayer
12.30pm Eucharist
5.30pm Evening Prayer
7.30pm Tenebrae: An evening service for Holy Week
1 April: MAUNDY THURSDAY
8am Morning Prayer
8.30am Holy Communion
5.30pm Evening Prayer
7.30pm EUCHARIST OF THE LAST SUPPER
2 April: GOOD FRIDAY
9.30am LITURGY OF GOOD FRIDAY
12noon Three Hours Service
5.30pm Evening Prayer
3 April: EASTER EVE
9am Morning Prayer
4.30pm Evening Prayer
8pm EASTER VIGIL AND FIRST EUCHARIST OF EASTER*
4 April: EASTER DAY
7.45am Litany
8am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am SUNG EUCHARIST with Blessing of the Easter Garden and Renewal of Baptismal
Promises
3.45pm EVENSONG*
Please note: * if government guidance remains unchanged, then these services (which involve the
choir singing) will be online only.
**

LRSN is open for business and ready, willing and able to help you, whatever your problem, wherever you are in
Lincolnshire. If you or someone you know needs to talk through an issue, please contact us using our helpline
number, 0800 138 1710. Visit www.lrsn.co.uk

**

#LiveLent: God's Story, Our Story - our Lent reflections
Download our free app to follow this year's #LiveLent journey

Sign up to receive our free reflections by email. Click here.
Daily lent reflections from Ash Wednesday (17 February) - Easter
Day (4 April).
From Ash Wednesday (17 February) to Easter Sunday (4 April), there will six reflections for
each week. Each reflection will include a short passage from the Bible, a brief exploration of
the reading, and a prayer. Additionally, each week will have a unifying theme and an acti on
to be taken during the week.
The daily reflections are available through a booklet available to buy from Church House
Publishing, as well as a free app, emails, smart speakers, audio and through the Church of
England’s social media accounts.

The Bridge – March 2021 edition published
The latest edition of the parish magazine for The Sibsey with Frithville Group and The Brothertoft
Group has ben published online on the nine church websites.

Passion Sunday – 21st March 2021
Until 1959, the fifth Sunday of Lent was officially known in the Roman Catholic Church as Passion Sunday. It
marked the beginning of a two-week-long period known as Passiontide.
In 1960, the Pope changed the name for that Sunday to "First Sunday of the Passion” bringing the name into
harmony with the name that the Pope had given, five years earlier, to the sixth Sunday of Lent, "Second Sunday
of the Passion or Palm Sunday".
In 1969 the Pope removed a distinction that existed (although with overlap) between Lent and Passiontide,
which began with the fifth Sunday of Lent. He removed from the fifth Sunday of Lent the reference to the
Passion. Although Passiontide as a distinct liturgical season was thus abolished, the Roman Rite liturgy
continues to bring the Passion of Christ to mind, from Monday of the fifth week of Lent onward. Where this
practice is followed, crucifixes remain covered until the end of the Good Friday celebration of the Lord's Passion;
statues remain covered until the beginning of the Easter Vigil.

Take 1 minute a day to report your health daily on the COVID-19 Symptom
Study app even if you are well. Help science beat the virus.
Find out more at https://covid.joinzoe.com/

Latest figures
The Johns Hopkins Covid-19 Dashboard appears to be one of the best source for statistics on the spread of
the virus. It is possible to see statistics and graphs for 191 countries with the latest known information.

Mental health
•
•
•

•

The Church of England has produced some mental health reflections to help you in this time of
uncertainty. You can access them at: cofe.io/MentalHealth.
The Mental Health Foundation has also produced some useful resources, which can be found at:
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus
You can find a host of other mental health resources from a variety of different organisations and
charities.
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolationsupporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mind.org.uk
Some helpful books and resources are also available from Sacristy Press at
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources#

Further links to mental health charities can be found on the NHS webpages at
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/mental-health-helplines/

Topical Prayers
The Church of England website offers words you can use in your prayers for all kinds of situations
ranging from the everyday to personal situations, family events and prayers for others. If you need
some help finding the right words, please go to the Church of England website here
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/topical-prayers

Daily Hope
Daily Hope is a free phone number (0800 804 8044) offering music, prayers and reflections as well as
full worship services from the Church of England at the end of a telephone line. This will enable as many
people as possible to access the content we are developing.

St Botolph’s Church – Boston Stump
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Service Times
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, our service times have temporarily changed to the
following. Our services are available via Zoom, to join us please email
admin@parishofboston.co.uk or call (01205) 310929 to obtain the login details.
Sunday Services
Sung Eucharist – 11.00am
Mid-week Service
Said Eucharist – Wednesday at 10:30am

Covid-19 one year on, access to health and
social care services, and the future
In April 2020, Healthwatch Lincolnshire invited the public to tell us how the Covid-19
pandemic was affecting them, both in terms of accessing healthcare services and
personally with their emotional and mental health needs. The results were shared
locally and nationally with healthcare organisations which helped them better
understand the impact Covid19 was having on people.

One year on, and we are
revisiting this work to ask how
you have adapted to new ways
of accessing healthcare, whether
you are excited about getting
back shopping, going to the
hairdressers or on a night out, or
maybe you have re-evaluated
your priorities and the things that
were once important, no longer are. Perhaps you are apprehensive about going out,
not necessarily because of Covid19, but because it’s been so long since you have
been out and socialised, that you feel you might need help to start again.
It is important that healthcare services better understand what is working well and
where they need to focus their resources to help people. It is also useful to tell the
system how people have managed to help themselves, and ways you might have found
to cope and more resilient.
Click HERE to complete the survey or Covid-19 one year on, access to health and social care
services, and the future Survey (surveymonkey.co.uk)

Completing the survey will only take a couple of minutes, it is anonymous and most
importantly it will help to direct changes in healthcare services over the coming months
and years.
Closing date: June 30th - This survey will run from March through to June with a
report of the findings being produced each month, therefore you are able to
complete this survey once per month.
If you or someone you know would like support with completing the questions, get in
touch and we will contact you online, by telephone or by sending a copy in the post.
Call 01205 820892 or email info@healthwatchlincolnshire.co.uk.

