
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday  
 

A Short Reflective Service of Prayer for those at home 
 

In the quietness of this evening time, we will ponder the strange interweaving of 
your love O God with both human sin and human goodness.  

As we remember  Jesus in the presence of his friends and disciples,  
his story continues to be  written in our own age and through our own lives.  

In the stillness of this moment may Christ grant to us grace to grow in holiness 
and in commitment to love as he now shows his love for us. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

 
A Reading from the New Testament 

 

As Jesus approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, „If you 

had only known on this day what would bring you peace – but now it will be hidden 

from your eyes.‟ 
 

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be 

sacrificed. So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, „Go and prepare the Passover 

meal for us that we may eat it.‟ They asked him, „Where do you want us to make 

preparations for it?‟ „Listen,‟ he said to them, „when you have entered the city, a 

man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him into the house he enters and 

say to the owner of the house, “The teacher asks you, „Where is the guest room, 

where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?‟ ” He will show you a large room 

upstairs, already furnished. Make preparations for us there.‟ So they went and 

found everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover meal. When 

the hour came, Jesus and his disciples reclined at the table.  



After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, „take this and divide it among you; 

and he took bread, gave thanks and broke it and gave it to them, saying, „This is my 

body given for you, do this in remembrance of me.‟ 
 

Luke 19 v 41-42; 22, verses 7-14; 17 & 19 

 
 

A Reading from the Gospel of St Luke  

 

Later that evening, Jesus came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of 

Olives; and the disciples followed him. When he reached the place, he said to them, 

„Pray that you may not come into the time of trial.‟ Then he withdrew from them 

about a stone‟s throw, knelt down, and prayed, „Father, if you are willing, remove 

this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.‟ In his anguish he prayed more 

earnestly, and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling  

down onto the ground 
 

Luke 22, verses 39-44 

 

Pause for Thought 
 

In 1978, there was a great movie released called „Grease‟, one of the things I loved 

about the film was its music, especially the piece entitled,  

„Hopelessly devoted to you.‟ 
 

It‟s a great song – one which speaks of a love that is sufficiently strong to overcome 

hurt and rejection in order to establish a true and lasting loving relationship. 
 

On a deeper level, we can apply the words of this song to the Easter story and in 

particular the events of Maundy Thursday. To me, they sum up beautifully if not 

poignantly the depth of Jesus‟ love towards the whole of humankind as the shadow 

of the cross looms before him. 
 

When Jesus had entered the Holy City he had shed a tear for the nation, for despite 

the rapturous welcome he received by the crowd gathered along the roadside      

Jesus knew in his heart that they would all melt away and when their faith was    

tested, they would betray him and call for his death. 
 

All would desert him and so it seems, throughout the evening as he ate with his dis-

ciples, Jesus had been dwelling on what lay before him; even there his life was not 

safe for one of his closest disciples was about to betray him. 
 

We see his anguish most profoundly displayed in the Garden of Gethsemane. Sur-

rounded by the darkness, he may have hid his concerns from those disciples who 

followed him there but his heart was laid bare before God - 

‘Father, if you are willing, take this cup (of wrath) from me,  

yet not my will but yours be done.’ 

 



I suspect that if we had known what Jesus knew of his destiny, we would not have 

chosen to go to Jerusalem or wait for betrayal to enter the garden.  
 

Though Jesus‟ heart is filled with anxiety, his perspiration falling to the ground with 

such force that it splashed as it hit the earth, Jesus surrendered his will and his life 

to the purpose of God. 
 

„Hopelessly devoted to you‟ bears testimony to the selfless and awesome love     

Jesus felt towards mankind. As we reflect on his story,  

we might ask ourselves why he loved us so? 
 

In truth, it is hard to understand his devotion; certainly few of us reciprocate such 

love towards God or one another despite Jesus‟ final commandment that we should 

love as he has loved us. John 15 v 12 

 

His „love‟ was not hopeless, far from it, however few of us if we are honest truly give 

thought to the price paid by Jesus.  
 

Through Jesus, we can find hope, joy, peace and new life. As hard as it is to under-

stand, Jesus did not just accept his forthcoming death on the cross, he chose it! 
 

For many, death spells defeat BUT for Jesus it heralds the triumph of his love and 

his utter devotion to us all. 
 

Blessed indeed is the one who came in the name of the Lord, thanks be to God.  
 

Light  a candle  
(please ensure this is done safely) 

 
Pause for a moment of quiet 

 

Bless your people O God, 
and let the light of your love shine upon us always. 

 

 
Reflective Prayer 

 
God, who calls to us in the depths of our human situations, 

Lay your hands on our lives in grace O Christ. 
We thank you for the life we have lived, 

Its layers, meaning and truth 
which we can see as the years pass. 

Every day is a new day for us 
with its challenges, opportunities and blessings; 

help us to gain a new understanding of our present time 
and to know and cherish in our hearts 

that as we search for hope 
You will strengthen our faith to wait for change 

and give us courage to go on. AMEN 
 



Prayers for the World 
 

 

Who will we pray for today? Let us name them. 
 

(Silently name those you want to pray for or for any given situation in need of God’s help) 
 

 
Hold onto our hands as we journey forth and keep our hearts 

firmly rooted in love and hope O Lord; 
Let your strength be our strength 

Let your love be our love 
Let Jesus be our light  

the One who guides us towards abundant life.  
 

When the way ahead seems hard 
let us not feel guilty if we should ask for an easier path. 
In your great mercy send us an angel if that is your will, 

or simply lay your hand upon our hearts.  
Quell our fears and strengthen our faith to wait for change 
and give to the whole world the courage to go on. AMEN 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
 

Our Father, who art in heaven 
Hallowed be thy name 

Thy kingdom come;                           
Thy will be done;                               

On earth as it is in heaven.               
Give us this day our daily bread.      
And forgive us our trespasses,        

As we forgive those  
who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation;      
But Deliver us from evil.      
For thine is the kingdom,                              
The power and the glory, 
For ever and ever. AMEN 

 
Closing Prayer  

Sovereign God, Servant God, we praise you that despite everything which  
conspires against you, everything that frustrates your heavenly purpose, your will 

shall finally triumph; nothing is able to overcome your goodness, or extinguish your 
love made known in Christ. May every breath we take be for your glory, 

may every footstep follow the path of your Son. 
strengthen and settle us in our faith;  

that we may be a blessing to the world and to each other, 
now and always. AMEN. 

 
 
 
 


