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Ramblings 

Reflecting back over re-
cent times, I am conscious 
of just how many of our 
fellow villagers we have lost 
to our community.  I have 
no desire to be morbid about this but for 
the people left behind in whatever ca-
pacity I think it is important for them to 
know just how much their loved ones 
going is a loss to us all. 

 My regular banter with one particular 
fellow villager as he to his daily stroll to 
the village shop for his paper and fags 
has ended with his passing and I miss 
our chat, as we would pass the time of 
day discussing almost anything, for the 
pleasure of the interaction.   

Like me, many of us will have similar 
recollections of time spent with people 
we no longer have around and are 
aware of the space now left. I have diffi-
culty rationalising their passing and my 
day is a little less for them not being 
around however I do draw comfort from 
their memory rather than dwelling on 
the loss and them sharing with me and 
others has made their time in our com-
munity more relevant. 

I guess my point for raising this deli-
cate issue is to act as a reminder for us 
all to appreciate the time spent with 
each other and for fellow villagers to 
make the effort to interact and share 
each existence with others. To those 
who have lost someone please accept 
the condolences of the village as a 
whole and allow us to help where we 
can. I am sure I speak for the whole 
village when I say “You only need ask!” 

Evidence of spring has manifest in my 
chicken run, with the ladies laying 
again. For those who don’t know, egg 
laying normally stops in Autumn as the 
days shorten but can be maintained 
with the addition of lighting to their run. 
It justifies the cost of feeding the 
through the dark days as they produce 
something for their crust. The down 
side of this practice is the birds don’t 
get a break and it shortens their laying 
lives, -so I’m told.  

Now with the weather changing and 
dare one hope for the odd ray of sun-
shine  I do hope those of us with aspira-
tions in the garden have ended their 
hibernation and begun preparations for 
this summer. For years I have looked 
back in June wishing I had planted the 
seeds in accordance with the sowing 
dates on the packet rather than sowing 
when harvesting should begin! 

With the kind help of a local garden 
centre I procured a number of seedling 
trays and once filled, these have taken 
prime position in every bright window 
space, testing the tolerance of Mrs 
Walkden who has remained calm, de-
spite the odd spill of “composty” water 
over the window sill.  

Despite my ever greening fingers my yields 
have yet to measure up to expectations or 
the picture in the catalogue. HOWEVER 
“This year will be different”  if for no other rea-
son than I am determined to steal a march on 
fellow gardener and neighbour who year on 
year seems to produce an abundance, I think 
their secret is from Mrs X doing all the work 
while Mr X sits on his deck chair supervis-
ing! 

March 2021 Vol 33, Issue 3 Editor: Richard Walkden, Billesdon 259 6505 
e-mail: zineditor1@gmail.com Advertising: Charles Stewart, Goadby 
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The Churches of 
Billesdon cum Goadby 
and Rolleston; Skeff-
ington; Hungarton and 
Keyham  

In like a Lion out like a 
Lamb… 

That’s what they say about March, this 
year I’m not so sure, of course there are 
storms and strong winds (currently Feb-
ruary as I write – who knows what 
March will actually bring as you read 
this!) which I think is where the saying 
gets its ‘Lion’ reference, but what about 
this year? 

In the silence of lockdown, the quiet 
orderly nature of a vaccine clinic, the 
urgent need to vaccinate all met with 
the British steadiness of military effi-
ciency and NHS organisation. 15 million 
first doses by mid-February, more by 
March, yet this feels more ‘Lamb’ than 
‘Lion’. 

In the face of fear and difficulty our light 
has come not from noise and bluster 
but from quiet, everyday care. It’s been 
true all the way through the pandemic.  

Whenever I have heard bluster and cer-
tainty I have found myself struggling to 
believe, yet when I hear the stories and 
experience the gentle steadfast care of 
ordinary people for one another, com-
munities serving one another, those 
generous with their time, NHS workers, 
Teachers, Cleaners, Carers, Prison 
Staff and Funeral Directors going over 
and above to serve people.  

The latter two are not often shouted 
about but their role is vital in keeping us 
safe and caring in grief. 

So whatever the weather I think that 
this year March will come in with gentle 
care and go out as we enter Holy Week 
and think of that first Easter, Jesus of-
ten described in the Bible as the ‘Lamb 

of God’ one who sacrifices for others. 

Lent is a time of reflection and thought, 
perhaps this year we can be thankful for 
all those who sacrifice for others and 
challenge ourselves to notice those not 
often thought about, giving thanks to 
God for all who give to others.  

Perhaps we can find a way to actively 
say thank you, instead of or alongside 
‘giving up’, find a way of giving to those 
who give. 

Revd Alison 

Until further notice there will be a 10.00am 
ZOOM service for all the churches with no in 

person services. 

Billesdon Chapel 

Once upon a time 
there was a.….no I’m 
not going to tell you a 
story – you may be 
disappointed as we do love stories don’t 
we? The continuous use of the village 
library, the number of books we have 
on our shelves, telling of anecdotes, a 
boxset binge, and (dare I say it!) watch-
ing a soap opera – all show us that sto-
ries are important to us.  

It is great when we get engrossed in a 
story, understanding all the twists and 
turns, second-guessing the next chap-
ter, being surprised by the unexpected 
ending or disappointed by the anti-
climax. 

We love stories! 

A number of us at the Chapel are read-
ing a book called “Story Bearer” – it is 
helping us understand our own life story 
and how this interacts with God’s story.  

Taking all our twists and turns and see-
ing how God’s story can impact on this. 
So, what about God’s story, is it the 
greatest story ever told? John (one of 
Jesus best friends) summarises God’s 
story like this: Cont.. (Page 7) 





Projectors and Screens in both Lounge and Main Hall
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Cont from page 4..“ 

God loved us and sent his Son as a 
sacrifice to clear away our sins and the 
damage they’ve done to our relation-
ship with God.”  

If this is God’s story, what’s yours? If 
you want to know more about “Story 
Bearer” please let me know.  

Billesdon Baptist Chapel  

Brian Boley 

Keeping in Touch 

We are keeping in contact by Whats-
App, Facebook, phone, email, text, 
post or any other way.  We want to en-
sure that everyone is cared for and 
encouraged through these continuing 
difficult times. 

Sunday Worship 

We are meeting online on Sunday 
mornings 10.30am for Sunday Worship 

Sunny Days 

Whilst our group for pre-schoolers and their 
parents/carers is unable to meet please note 
there is a dedicated Facebook page and 
email address: Sunny Days-Home 
www.billesdonsunnydays@gmail.com . 

Home Group 

On Wednesday evenings at 7.30 p.m. is 
our online Home Group. This is an oppor-
tunity to encourage one another and pray. 
You can 
join these 
meetings 
by phone 
or on the 
internet – 
please let 
us know if 
you want 
the de-
tails of 
how to 
join us.  

Goadby Gleanings 

In early January I received a phone call 
from the Billesdon Surgery inviting me 
to attend for my Covid 19 vaccination 
(how I dislike the term “jab”; a jab is a 
short sharp movement like a punch; 
not a medical procedure!).  

I was most impressed at the efficiency 
of the process, from offering the ap-
pointment time, the courtesy and will-
ingness of the volunteers to the 
smoothness of the recording and ad-
ministering of the vaccination.  

I had hoped to provide a report of the 
workings of the clinic however that has 
not been forthcoming.  

I have spoken to David O’Connor, my 
neighbour in Goadby, who has been 
working with the Covid Testing pop-up 
clinics and have obtained insight into 
how these clinics function. 
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Testing centres throughout the country. 
The East Midlands hub is in Birstall 
where staff recruitment takes place.  

Volunteers, who are paid for their in-
volvement, come from all walks of life, 
managers, health industry students or 
those on furlough.  

Most are provided with training at Bir-
stall although, as was the case for Da-
vid, training took place “on the job”. 
The function of the Test Centre is to 
provide a self-test kit and instructions 
for individuals to administer their own 
swabs which are then deposited in a 
secure location.  

The training consists of 14 modules 
which may be viewed online and in-
clude the inevitable Health and Safety, 
Fire Precautions, First Aid! Each test 
centre is manned by a team of 10, 
which includes a manager, who work 
four days on and four off.  

The centres are open from 9.00am until 
3.00pm and consist of three stations. 
The whole process takes place outside, 
and, in the recent weather has proved 
taxing. Those seeking a Covid test may 
be employees in a business that re-
quires staff to be known to be Covid 
negative, those who are self-isolating 
or may themselves have symptoms.  

Appointments are made online and, 
although some individuals may walk 
into the test centre, the majority come 
by car and the whole process takes 
place within the vehicle. Individuals 
proceed to a reception area where their 
details are checked either by a QR 
code brought by the person being test-
ed or the car registration number. They 
are directed to a second area where 
they are given the self-test pack and 
instructions on how to perform the test. 
If the individual has problems in carry-
ing out the swab test then they may 

summon assistance from a member of 
the team by activating the hazard warn-
ing lights. 

Once completed the vehicle moves 
towards the exit where another team 
member checks the QR code and col-
lects the completed test kit. In all the 
process takes about 10 minutes. 

Each Test Centre may examine up to 
400 referrals during any one session 
although the daily numbers may be as 
low as 40. Although the intention is for 
the volunteers to be employed within a 
50 mile radius of Birstall, sometimes 
they may be requested to 
go as far as London 
where overnight accom-
modation is provided. This 
organisation exists 
throughout the country 
and is only a small part of 
the fight against the coro-
navirus pandemic.  

Charles Stewart 

Billesdon Church Clock 

You will be aware that the Church 
Clock has not been working since the 
Summer of 2019. The repairs required 
are extensive and it has been neces-
sary to seek various reports and rec-
ommendations to plan a way forward. 

After advice from the Diocesan Clock 
Adviser, reports and estimates were 
requested from three clock companies. 
The Parochial Church Council consid-
ered these in early 2020 and decided 
to appoint Cumbria Clocks to carry out 
the work, and for the ongoing mainte-
nance of the clock. Unfortunately, as 
work was scheduled to begin, Covid 19 
descended upon us and everything had 
to be put on hold. 

Cont… page 11 
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Cont from page 8 

Work was rescheduled to start before 
Christmas but once again “Lock Down”     
got in the way and a further delay was 
unavoidable. Happily, 2021 has 
brought us better fortune and Cumbria 
Clocks were on site on the 27th  and 

28th of January to remove the majority 
of the clock, to take to their workshop 
in Penrith, where an extensive refur-
bishment of the clock and striking 
mechanisms will be undertaken. 

We are not sure how long this will take, 
but as we receive indications of pro-
gress and any potential date for the 
clock to be returned, we will put the 
information in the BDPNV. The two 
pictures show how much of the clock 
has been removed to the workshop. 

Alan Parker 1st February 2021 

Parish Council Chair. 

The flavours of the 
month seem to come 
around in cycles, with 
dog poo concerns, and 
traffic difficulties out-
side the School. 
Billesdon seems to be taking more 
dogs, more walks than usual, brought 
about by the need to get out of the 
house to do something. The current 
climate of rain and snow makes this 
more challenging. 

Please pick up all your dog poo rather 
than leave it for someone else to find.  
On a related subject the local farmers 
are complaining about the ever widen-
ing paths across the fields, caused by 
walkers looking for ‘dry’ ground. Some 
are now as wide as a roadway, with the 
resultant trampling of the crops. 

The narrow roadway outside the 
school, causes potential traffic issues, 
particularly with non villagers, trying to 
get through. Vehicles mounting the 
pavement are not unknown. Highways 
are investigating if some form of bol-
lards can be installed to give added 
protection to walkers and children in 
the area. 

So, the areas to keep focus on at pre-
sent are some of the old chestnuts that 
keep recurring, dog poo ( suggestions 
to have a village competition to come 
up with the best scheme to eliminate 
the problem- even a prize for the best 
one.) and driving past the school with 
more consideration. 

Simon Ford 
Chair Billesdon Parish Council 

Please sponsor this page! 
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Woodland Pool 

A recent FB posting queried the pur-
pose of the short metal upright posts at 
the bottom end of the path leading to 
the pool, so I decided to revisit the his-
tory of the Woodland Pool site 

Using both the internet plus the leaflet 
produced by the then Billesdon History 
Group, I discovered that the Gaulby 
Road POW Camp, a standard camp 
known as Camp 94, opened in March 
1943. 

Initially housing captured Italian sol-
diers in tents until 30 concrete based 
huts were constructed, there were two 
compounds. The prisoners compound 
comprised living huts, a 
cookhouse, grocery and 
produce store, 2 dining 
huts, 2 recreation huts, 
drying room and show-
er, latrine block and sick 
quarters.  

Inside this compound 
were also the prisoners’ garden plots 
and recreation ground. The guards 
compound comprised 15 living huts, 
administration offices, soldiers’ quar-
ters, officers’ quarters and mess, fuel 
store, detention block and brick water 
tower.  

The entire camp was bordered by a 
plain wire fence, run between concrete 
posts, with an inner barbed wire fence 
surrounding the prisoner compound 
and the recreation ground. 50 British 
guards watched over 500 prisoners, 
all of them Italian until just before the 
end of the war in 1945 when they 
were replaced by German POWs. 
They stayed until repatriated in 1947.  

The Woodland Pool was excavated on 
the site of  the football pitch, used by 
Billesdon football team until 1972, and 
two concrete hut bases remain. A third 
hut base stood on the site of what are 

now the allotments. 

The concrete security fenceposts also 
remain as does evidence of the sew-
age works at the bottom of the field 
adjacent to the council depot. 

Fast forward to 2000 when the 
Billesdon Wildlife Group was formed 

with the aim of creating a wildlife re-
serve in the parish. Land was rented 
from the council and, following the cre-
ation of the pool, the site opened as a 
nature reserve in 2003.  

Cont..page14 
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Cont… 

 Ensuing years saw the planting of trees 
and shrubs, bird boxes erected, visitor 
seating installed, footpaths and bounda-
ry hedges and gates created and the 
grassland developed. The site’s man-
agement has changed over the years 
with responsibility for the site, and the 
Community Orchard now lying with 
Billesdon Parish Council.  

The two aforementioned metal posts 
should carry a pictorial information 
plaque indicating the purpose of the 
concrete bases plus a plan of the camp. 
More about the camp can also be found 
on the information board just inside the 
entrance to the pool 

Jo Edwards 

From the Billesdon Village Council 
The Councillors have agreed that this is 
something which could be included in 
the Billesdon mag…. 
Thanks 
Nikki Jordan 

Are you fed-up with doing the same old 

walks? Walking in Leicestershire 

www.walkinginengland.co.uk/leics is the web-

site for you! With hundreds of walks to down-

load and print, free, it also has books of 

walks, contact details for all the walking 

groups in the county and much more.  

Whether you want to walk on your own or 

with a group all the information is there in one 

place. John said ‘There is so much walking 

information on the web but it is difficult to find. 

Walking in Leicestershire (part of the Walking 

in England suite of websites – one for each 

county in England) has brought it together in 

one place so whether you are walking from 

home, or away on holiday, you will be able to 

find a walk suitable for you’.  

With walks from half a mile to twelve miles 

plus long, and a note of suitability for push-

chairs and wheelchairs, everyone can find a 

walk to enjoy. So home or away, check out 

the websites and get walking! 

John Harris 

https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/leics 

email: john@walkinginengland.co.uk 
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Village People No 126 

Claire Mercer 

I used to prepare for 
these features by 
dropping in on people 
for a coffee. Then it 
was Zoom. Now it’s a 
chat over a combined 
dog walk at the 
Woodland Pool, fol-
lowed by a scramble 
back home to write before I forget too 
many details. Call it progress. 

I joined Claire to hear her story. It be-
gan in her family corner shop in Wig-
ston, which happened to be the newsa-
gent opposite my house at the time. 
Small world. I knew she now works in 
the village shop in Tilton so was this a 
lifelong story of shopkeepers? Well 
actually no. More of an equine theme 
to this one, echoing the experience of 
so many people around these parts. 

Rather than being drawn into the family 
shop business run progressively by 
mum, dad and brother, Claire first be-
gan riding horses at a tender age. She 
left school at sixteen to take up her first 
job in hunting stables, and at weekends 
she’d be off with her dad and horse box 
to take part in eventing competitions up 
and down the country. These were lit-
tered with success – ribbons – and she 
developed a keen rivalry with another 
local eventer who ironically turned out 
later to be a close friend in Billesdon 
now.(I’ll be after her version another 
time.)  

Claire worked with horses throughout 
her life until eighteen months ago, qual-
ifying as a riding instructor on the way. 
Then, as a mother of three and a 
(young!) grandmother, she decided it 

was ‘time to get a proper job.’ Horses 
have taken a back seat now. She says 
that falling off hurts more these days 
than it used to. 

Having access to a family cottage in 
Norfolk is a continuing delight as were 
previous family cruises, which her 
wheelchair-bound father could still en-
joy while he was alive. And so back to 
her roots. She now pretty much runs 
the show at the shop in Tilton and real-
ly enjoys it, even despite the pressures 
created for all shops by the pandemic. 
(Bother – I mentioned it. 
No more.) She says the 
staff call it the Tilton Infor-
mation Centre, where 
they all enjoy a lot of 
laughter at work. 

And finally, what about 
dreams for the future? To build her own 
house with adjoining stables so that the 
children and grandchildren can house 
ponies. A pipe dream? Watch this 
space. 

Peter Francis 

Billesdon WI 

We are now having 
monthly meetings 
again, but on Zoom, 
with an increasing 
number of participants each month. 
Members are enjoying seeing each 
other , even if only on a screen and it is 
something to look forward to in these 
days when very little happens. 

In January our Speaker was Phil Jes-
son talking about modern day slavery – 
it was a very thought provoking talk, 
and we were given lots of information 
about the food manufacturers, 
Cont...page 18 
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car washes, nail bars etc that we should 
avoid. 

Our on-going Programme is.. 

February 17
th

  Jane Barnes on Dairy 
farming. 

March 17
th

       Canine Partners 

April   21
st
        David Allen on 

Victorian Manners 
May  19

th
         Resolution discussion 

 We are also organising another Food 
bank collection before Easter 

And Treasure Hunts and Easter Bon-
nets have also been mentioned!! 

  Lois Parker 

Billesdon C of E Primary School – 

New Year, New Term, New Challenges 

We started the year prepared and rar-
ing to go on 4th January 2021, but the 
news was announced that all schools 
had to close from 5th January and only 
re-open to Key Worker and Vulnerable 
children for the foreseeable future.  

The staff and I were so looking forward 
to having everybody together under one 
Covid-secure roof but this was not to 
be. Despite this, the school has been 
pro-active in meeting the challenges of 
delivering teaching and learning for all 
whether at home or in school. 

Our new digital learning platform using 
MS Teams had supported us well dur-
ing our recent internal flood as the staff 
were able to put all their experience into 
the new practice of teaching groups of 
children within a classroom as well as 
children who were online at home.  

This has entailed changes to practice 
as there are time-lags in delivering and 
responding between pupil and teacher, 
issues with broadband stability in 
homes, availability of devices for all 
children, resources for all children to 

access (digitally and paper-based) and 
for schools, ensuring that all children 
are safe and well. I am truly proud of 
our teaching staff in meeting these chal-
lenges head on.  

Each teacher provides live teaching or 
pre-recorded sessions for curriculum 
areas which allows children to partici-
pate in at the timetabled time or access 
at another more convenient time for a 
family, paper resource packs and books 
are provided on a weekly basis and 
web browser devices have been distrib-
uted to families needing this extra sup-
port.  

The teachers have been able to keep 
the levels of engagement with the chil-
dren high – supportive from an educa-
tional and a mental health and well-
being point of view. Our parents have 
valued the unprecedented level of ac-
cess to our teachers to enable them to 
support their children at home and to 
strengthen valued relationships with 
their class teacher. 

Whatever the future, some of the 
changes implemented within our prac-
tice as a profession will have far-
reaching, positive impacts on educa-
tional provision. Our parents have been 
amazing through this period; the difficul-
ties of working from home, managing 
multi-generational households, together 
with providing support for school-age 
children is immense and understood to 
a very high level by our staff, as they 
are also parents in this position too!  

It is the shared understanding and ex-
perience which ensures a high level of 
nurture for our children on a daily basis. 
We are looking forward to raising 
awareness of the pressures both on 
children and parents through Children’s 
Mental Health Week (w/c 1 February) 
and will be adjusting our provision ac-
cordingly for our families. 
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Cont from page 18 

The recent snowy weather brought the 
area to a standstill – the school site 
had to close for 2 days due to the  
roads not being cleared and the 
packed snow making it too dangerous 
to open.  

A snow day, this year, looked very dif-
ferent! Our staff worked from home 
and ensured that everything was ready 
online for remote learning.  

We were delighted that so many of our 
children “attended” school and com-
pleted their usual Maths and English 
lessons – the snow-based Science 
activities were also a great hit! It was 
clear that our families valued “the show 
must go on” approach, coupled with 
the advice to make time to enjoy the 
weather! 

This period and the high media cover-
age of schools has brought us a closer 
connection with our community. 

We have been delighted to receive 
offers of support in the form of dona-
tions of funding to enable equipment to 
be repaired, purchase of new laptops 
and upgrading of nearly-new donated 
equipment.  

The school is truly grateful to all those 
people who have contacted the school 
– even if we have not been able to re-
purpose offered equipment – the kind 
thoughts and wishes of our community 
mean the world to us and will provide 
long lasting, positive memories to 
treasure once this Covid-period has 
passed. 

Lisa Willcocks, Acting Headteacher 

From the Nurseries 

As we move into 
March and the days 
are starting to get longer, gardens are 
really starting to come to life. The daf-
fodils will be giving us their glorious 
early show of colour. When they have 
finished flowering nip the dead heads 
off just behind the seed pod and leave 
the foliage to completely die down. 
They will then put all of the energy 
back into the bulb for next year’s flow-
ering.  

If you have overwintered any begonia 
or dahlia tubers now is the time pot 
them up, water and 
place on a sunny win-
dowsill or greenhouse if 
you have one, cleaning 
the glass will help make 
the most of the early 
season light levels.  

Lots of shrubs and roses will be show-
ing signs of waking up, a spot of weed-
ing and a dressing of fertiliser  or a 
compost/manure mulch will get them 
off to a great start. In the veg patch if 
ground conditions allow dig the plot 
over in readiness for planting. For an 
early start you can place some black 
polythene down this will help warm the 
soil and give your seeds a great start, 
any slugs that congregate here can be 
removed and its a great way to get rid 
of a few of the little critters! 

The Nursery has reopened now after 

our winter break, throughout March we 

will give a 10% discount to anyone with 

a copy of the parish magazine.   

John 
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 Billesdon at 

its Best 

On the 3rd 
Jan one of 
our 
Billesdon 
local’s post-
ed the fol-
lowing on 
Social Media…‘Hi all, just come home 
and there’s someone sleeping rough in 
the bus shelter at the bottom of Long 
Lane. Anyone know who it is? It’s 
freezing out there! Within a matter of 
minutes, David, who is homeless and 
has been for 15 years, learned the 
generosity of our residents.  

They took blankets, shoes, hot soup, 
bedding, a hoodie, a warm coat and 
more items of comfort. David went from 
Billesdon to Tilton, where he was cared 
for and kindly put into a taxi that 
whisked him off to Harborough.  

Once we alerted the Housing Team at 
Harborough District Council, they went 
searching for David and luckily found 
him. I’ve been assured that he is out of 
the cold and is in suitable temporary 
accommodation. One of the marvellous 
things about community is that it ena-
bles us to welcome and help people. 
When we pool our strength and share 
the work and responsibility, we can 
welcome many people, even those in 
deep distress. To quote one of my fa-
vourites…Leave something good in 
every day.” – Dolly Parton  

We all did good on the 3rd January 
2020 and I am proud to be part of this 
much loved and treasured community, 
albeit in a small way. 

Sindy Modha – District Councillor 

Letters to the Editor 

Hello, having been prescribed regular 
medication in pill form, I began thinking 
about the impact of the empty discard-
ed pill packs which led me to research-
ing the subject and found they can be 
left at participating pharmacies for re-
cycling by Terracycle. The nearest is 
Superdrug in Leicester and I would be 
happy to be a collector and drop them 
in to Superdrug periodically. 

Once collected, the blister packets are 
separated by polymer type and 
cleaned (if necessary). The material is 
then extruded into plastic pellets for 
new recycled products.  If anyone 
would like to participate, just collect up 
your empty blister packs and leave 
them on my doorstep when you have a 
full bag. I am at 7 Long Lane, 
Billesdon.   

Ruth Kirk. 

So mind! There's none so blind!.. Fol-
lowing on from Rev Alison's arti-
cle (Feb 2021) "If I can't see you" etc, I 
recall a similar experience, albeit at a 
higher philosophical level, but nonethe-
less, quite apposite. 

A letter appeared in the local newspa-
per- " A letter was given yesterday on 
Metaphysics that most ' high falutin' 
part of philosophy dealing with what 
really exists and what makes it possi-
ble to do so. We were told that the old 
tree in the quad will only continue to be 
when there is someone else to see!" 

The next day a relevant newspaper 
article appeared  " I find the letter about 
the tree in the quad, so very sad and 
odd,  For the tree that you see Still 
continues to be, For I am al-
ways around the quad, Yours faithfully, 
GOD." 

G.O. (Do let's GO!) Geoff Oliver. 
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Exclusive  

Just when you thought 

it was safe….. I’m back! 

The Editor asked me 

to make a guest appear-

ance so I’ve  had to get 

my brain back in gear 

and dust down the com-

puter. 

SOME RANDOM 

THOUGHTS ON  BILLESDON IN TIMES OF 

COVID 

Whether it’s coronavirus confinement, edu-

cation exasperation, furlough fury, redundancy 

rage, vacation vexation, or just lockdown leth-

argy, the Covid pandemic has had a huge 

effect on the way we live. 

Billesdon is no different to anywhere else. 

But wait a minute perhaps it is. 

 In many respects we are lucky: 

Today is  a crisp, blue-skyed day and the 

queues for  Don’s shop and the fish van, 

viewed from my window are in glorious techni-

colour. Okay, everyone is disguised as bank 

robbers  but  talking to each other. (from the 

requisite two metres of course)  

They are communicating, keeping in touch, 

even though it may take them  time to realise 

they are chatting with their best friend, a 

neighbour or even a relation hidden behind 

the mask! This contact provides light relief 

from the constant shadow of the virus.  

It’s happening as well, as we go about 

our  daily exercise; one hour, no more, no less 

and no snitching to Professor Whitty. So, a 

reasonably happy state of coronavirus connec-

tion exists. 

I believe community connection was the 

main purpose  of setting up the Face-

book  “Billesdon Village Community and Sur-

rounding Area Group” and it has worked won-

derfully well and been a great asset. There 

was always going to be an inevitable ‘dog -poo 

war’. Indignation is easily vented at the touch 

of a button but on the other hand, technology 

has helped to keep boredom at bay. 

 Zoom, You  Tube, Facebook and  many  

online sites deliver education, exercise and 

very funny videos, occasionally with laugh-out 

loud moments. All, enjoyed from the privacy of 

your own home which is fortunate, as some of 

the yoga positions were obviously not de-

signed for the human body and nobody wants 

to be seen in a  heap  after a Joe Wicks PE 

class. 

And there are always holidays to anticipate 

when and if, we are allowed.  For those 

who  can’t wait  to travel, I have discovered 

that here in Billesdon we have our very own 

Quarantine Hotel situated at the Depot on 

Gaulby Road. 

But with the positive there is the negative: 

There has been heartbreak in our villages. 

A number people have died in the last year, 

not necessarily of coronavirus  but the Covid 

restrictions have robbed relations and friends 

of the normal and comforting processes of 

visiting the ill, mourning with ‘proper’ funerals 

and the healing power of  grieving, by getting 

together to celebrate the lives of those in our 

parishes who have passed away. We are, in 

our communities, sad for all those who have 

lost loved ones. 

‘You put Class1 in, you take Class 3 out. In, 

out, in, out, and shake them all about.’ Our 

poor young people may never have heard of 

the Hokey Cokey but  their education is being 

decimated by the  vacillating policies of the 

Government. Teachers and parents are tear-

ing their hair out. At all levels, whether at 

Billesdon  Primary School or  the  secondary 

schools,  colleges and universities  our village 

children attend, they are facing an uncertain 

future.  

To those who say it doesn’t matter 

that  they  are missing  a big chunk of 

their essential education, just remember 

that in twenty or so years’ time some of 
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some of these young people may be 
running the country. 

And so to the most grievous ques-
tion. When will we all  be vaccinated? 
Who knows? I’m sure the wonderful 
Billesdon Surgery are putting  a vac-
cination programme into effect as 
quickly as they can but it seems the 
NHS has implemented a mysterious 
way of working. ‘Vaccine Envy’ could 
raise its ugly head.  

Will we get a phone call? ( Dare not  
leave home .) A letter?  ( Never has 
the postman been so eagerly anticipat-
ed) I’m sure there is a system but you 
wonder if it  involves a box of pins and 
a list of names. 

The tragedy is, that we can’t even 
go to our lovely pubs,  drown our sor-
rows and hopefully  kill  the virus as 
sanitising requires 70% alcohol! 

Rosie Black 

Car Security and Theft 

Following the last 
article on bike 
security, we 
thought of con-
tinuing with our travel theme and fo-
cussing on cars. 

As I write, Leicestershire has just re-
ceived its first snowfall of 2021, result-
ing in many local roads becoming 
treacherous and like an ice rink. These 
cold temperatures often mean that our 
vehicles are icy or frosty in the morn-
ings. Before we head out to work, our 
vehicles will need defrosting before we 
head out onto the road. And I know, 
we’ve all been in the situation where 
we may have left our car running, so it 
can defrost whilst we’re having our 
breakfast in the morning… I have done 
it myself! However, from a security per-
spective, we really shouldn’t be leaving 

our cars with the key in the ignition and 
running… Even in a small, rural area 
such as this! Instead, it is definitely 
worth making use of ‘de-icer’ and a 
good old fashioned scraper. This will 
negate the chance of anyone coming 
and making off with your car, whilst 
you pop back inside for a brew. 

Although these ‘frost-jacking’ style of 
offences are contained to the colder 
Winter months, car thefts are promi-
nent all year round. With the advance-
ment in technology now meaning that 
we have keyless cars, this has in-
creased the peril of our cars being sto-
len. Criminals can use a special style 
of device to boost the signal between 
your car key fob and your car, convinc-
ing your car that your key fob is within 
range. This can be done merely by 
standing at your front door, boosting 
the signal from that bowl by the front 
door, which tends to contain all of our 
keys! We would definitely advise not 
having a bowl, or hook such as this 
and moving all keys into a safe place, 
out of sight. Furthermore, keeping any 
keyless car fobs in a ‘Faraday Pouch’, 
will prevent the signal being boosted 
and someone driving away with your 
car! Other good signal blocking alter-
natives include putting keys inside the 
microwave, a metal tin or even wrap-
ping the fob tightly in the tin foil you will 
find in your kitchen. But, if you do not 
have some of these options to hand, or 
if you would like a Faraday Pouch, 
please get in contact with the Crime 
Reduction Team and we will be more 
than happy to help! 

Best wishes, 

Georgie Greensmith and Al Cook 

Crime Reduction Officers, Leicester-
shire Police 






