
3rd Sunday of Lent, 7th March 2021 
 
Collect 
Eternal God, 
give us insight 
to discern your will for us, 
to give up what harms us, 
and to seek the perfection we are promised 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Invitation to Confession 
The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; 
a broken and contrite heart God will not despise. 
Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, 
and acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and faith. 
 
 

Exodus 20 
Then God spoke all these words: 
2 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out 
of the house of slavery; 3 you shall have no other gods before[a] me. 
4 You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of 
anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them 
or worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing 
children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who reject me, 6 but showing steadfast love to the 
thousandth generation[b] of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 

7 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, 
for the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
8 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9 For six days you shall 
labour and do all your work. 10 But the seventh day is a sabbath to 
the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your 
daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien 
resident in your towns. 11 For in six days the LORD made heaven and 
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; 
therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
12 Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long 
in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 
13 You shall not murder.[c] 
14 You shall not commit adultery. 
15 You shall not steal. 
16 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. 
17 You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your 
neighbour’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything 
that belongs to your neighbour. 
18 When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound 
of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid[d] and 
trembled and stood at a distance, 19 and said to Moses, ‘You speak to 
us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will 
die.’ 20 Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid; for God has come 
only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do not 
sin.’ 
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Psalm 19 
You, Lord, have the words of eternal life 
1    The heavens are telling the glory of God   
and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
2    One day pours out its song to another   
and one night unfolds knowledge to another. 
3    They have neither speech nor language   
and their voices are not heard, 
4    Yet their sound has gone out into all lands   
and their words to the ends of the world. R 
5    In them has he set a tabernacle for the sun,   
that comes forth as a bridegroom out of his chamber 
    and rejoices as a champion to run his course. 
6    It goes forth from the end of the heavens 
    and runs to the very end again,  R 
and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 
7    The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul;   
the testimony of the Lord is sure 
    and gives wisdom to the simple. 
8    The statutes of the Lord are right and rejoice the heart;   
the commandment of the Lord is pure 
    and gives light to the eyes. R 
9    The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever;   
the judgements of the Lord are true 
    and righteous altogether. 
10  More to be desired are they than gold, 
    more than much fine gold,   
sweeter also than honey, 
    dripping from the honeycomb. R 
11  By them also is your servant taught   

and in keeping them there is great reward. 
12  Who can tell how often they offend?   
O cleanse me from my secret faults!  
13  Keep your servant also from presumptuous sins 
    lest they get dominion over me;   
so shall I be undefiled, 
    and innocent of great offence. 
14  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
    be acceptable in your sight,   
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. R 
 

1 Corinthians 1 
18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it 
is written, 
‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
    and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’ 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and 
Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom 
of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 
weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 
 
 



The Gospel according to St John 
 
13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and 
doves, and the money-changers seated at their tables. 15 Making a whip 
of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and 
the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money-changers and 
overturned their tables. 16 He told those who were selling the doves, 
‘Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a 
market-place!’ 17 His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for 
your house will consume me.’ 18 The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign 
can you show us for doing this?’ 19 Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’ 20 The Jews then said, ‘This 
temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you 
raise it up in three days?’ 21 But he was speaking of the temple of his 
body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered 
that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that 
Jesus had spoken. 
 

Sermon 
There are those who think that politics and religion don’t mix. Actually 

religious politics are the worst of all. What are we to make of the 

gospel reading? Jesus action in turning over the moneychangers tables 

was a protest.  It was a protest about the financial trading and 

exploitation  of people through money changing and the sale of 

sacrificial animals.  

The reason that Jesus literally tipped the coins of the money changers 

on to the floor and turned their tables over was that they took the local 

coinage and changed it for special temple coinage. It was only the 

temple coinage that could be used to buy the animals that would be 

sacrificed. A lamb if you could afford it, a dove if you could not. Of 

course the exchange rate could be fixed, folk could be ripped off. That 

was what made Jesus see red.  

Some commentators believe that the reference to a ‘house of prayer 

for all nations’ means that Jesus action - which took place in the Court 

of the Gentiles - was a protest against the exclusion of women and 

Gentiles from worship in the inner courts reserved for Jewish men, 

especially the priests. John’s account of this incident is simpler than 

that in the other gospels. It’s almost as if the temple itself and its whole 

use is the focus of Jesus’ actions as he begins his ministry. 

 John puts his account of the cleansing of the Temple at the 

beginning of his gospel. This contrasts with the other gospels in which 

it is at the end. In fact it comes immediately after the story of Jesus 

turning water into wine. Taken together the two stories of the 

changing of water into wine and the cleansing of the temple announce 

the replacement of the old order with the new, for the long awaited 

Messiah has come. Everything is changed as Jesus fulfils not only the 

festivals but the very temple itself - the whole purpose of Jewish 

worship - if only they would recognise him. When the Jews asked him 

for a sign he replied ‘Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it 

up’. With the benefit of hindsight we know that he was of course 



talking about his own death and resurrection but the disciples only 

worked that out later. 

 And so a new order, the kingdom of God, was ushered in. While 

we are on this earth rather than in heaven we will only ever see it 

partially. But we can dream about a new order in which poor nations 

are not  ruled by a savage dictator and kept in poverty and isolation 

from thier neighbours. A new order in which the most powerful nation 

on earth does not get its own way simply because it is the most 

powerful nation on earth. But we are not there yet, and that’s why 

things get messy. 

 Personally, and you might not agree, I find it hard to square the 

image of Jesus turning over the tables in the temple with his giving 

blanket support to all that we in the west are doing. We seem to have 

made life harder for the average Afghan rather than easier in the long 

run and the same is true in parts of Iraq. Yemen is an absolute mess 

that I do not pretend to understand and yet we are cutting our aid. An 

international report a few years ago said that mental illness was higher 

in countries like Britain because of the contrast between the rich and 

the poor, and that will have been exacerbated by the last year. There is 

still much injustice about and I think that we have to conclude from the 

incident in the temple that Jesus still does oppose injustice. Lent is a 

good time for us to be thinking about what we can do.  

 One of the prayers in the ‘Wee Worship Book’ which is 

produced by the Iona community reads  

‘Where powerful governments 

claim their policies are heaven blessed 

while scripture states 

that God helps the powerless’ 

with the response 

YOUR KINGDOM COME, YOUR WILL BE DONE. 

If God is unimpressed, and I suspect He is, when powerful governments 

claim their policies are heaven blessed – and that isn’t necessarily 

limited to ‘Christian’ countries it also follows that he notices when 

states and individuals help the powerless. There is much that we will 

want to forget about the last year but we will want to remember for 

instance Captain Sir Tom Moore both for what he achieved and for all 

the other fund raising activities he inspired up and down the country. 

One of my own other memories was of Ross Kemp deciding to look into 

what was going on at community level and making what for him was an 

astonishing discovery. He is not a person of faith, or with a church 

background, so he was utterly unembarrassed about saying that he 

was really moved to discover that up and down the land churches and 

people of other faiths were heavily involved in food distribution during 

the early part of the pandemic. We could have predicted that – the 

Trussell Trust is behind a significant proportion of food banks and is a 



Christian charity – but it was lovely to see his TV programme and his 

enthusiastic endorsement.  

There have of course been local heroes and I hope that we will be able 

to celebrate them come the summer or autumn.  

So on this third Sunday in Lent we are reminded that Jesus reacted very 

strongly indeed when he saw injustice in the temple. He certainly did 

not like the exchange rate fiddling that was going on, knowing that the 

poor would lose out the most. He may well have been objecting to the 

exclusion of women and Gentiles. This leads us to not always just 

accept what is going on but to question what we think the risen Jesus 

might make of things.  

But we can also be sure that the same risen Jesus notices what those in 

authority and individuals do for the powerless.   

 
Introduction to the Peace 
Since we are justified by faith,     
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has given us access to his grace. 
 

Extended Preface for use with Eucharistic Prayer 
It is indeed right and good 
to give you thanks and praise, 
almighty God and everlasting Father, 
through Jesus Christ your Son. 

For in these forty days 
you lead us into the desert of repentance 
that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline 
we may grow in grace 
and learn to be your people once again. 
Through fasting, prayer and acts of service 
you bring us back to your generous heart. 
Through study of your holy word 
you open our eyes to your presence in the world 
and free our hands to welcome others 
into the radiant splendour of your love. 
As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast 
with joyful hearts and minds 
we bless you for your mercy 
and join with saints and angels 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 
  

Post Communion 
Merciful Lord, 
grant your people grace to withstand the temptations 
of the world, the flesh and the devil, 
and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, the only God; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Blessing 
Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, 
to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him; 
and the blessing … 
 



Opening Hymn 

O for a heart to praise my God, 

a heart from sin set free; 

a heart that's sprinkled with the blood 

so freely shed for me: 

A heart in every thought renewed, 

and full of love divine; 

perfect and right and pure and good, 

a copy, Lord, of thine. 

Thy nature, gracious Lord, impart, 

come quickly from above; 

write thy new name upon my heart, 

thy new best name of Love. 

 

 

 

Second Hymn. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God,  

fill me with life anew,  

that I may love what thou dost love,  

and do what thou wouldst do. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God,  

‘till I am wholly thine,  

until this earthly part of me 

glows with the fire divine. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God,  

so shall I never die,  

but live with thee the perfect life  

for all eternity.  

 

 

 

 



Third Hymn 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

Give thanks to the Holy One;  

Give thanks because He’s given- 

Jesus Christ, His Son. 

 

Give thanks for His sacrifice, 

Give thanks for His love for us;  

Give tha-nks and remember 

All that He has done. 

 

And now let the weak say “I am strong”, 

Let the poor say“I am rich”, 

Because of what the Lord  

Has done for us. 

 

And now let the weak say “I am strong”, 

Let the poor say“I am rich”, 

Because of what the Lord  

Has done for us. 

 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

Give thanks to the Holy One;  

Give thanks because He’s given- 

Jesus Christ, His Son. 

 



Final Hymn 

Love divine, all loves excelling 

Joy of Heaven to Earth come down 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling 

All Thy faithful mercies crown 

Jesus, Thou art all compassion 

Pure, unbounded love Thou art 

Visit us with Thy salvation 

Enter every trembling heart 

Finish then Thy new creation  

Pure and spotless let us be 

Let us see Thy great salvation  

Perfectly restored in Thee  

Changed from glory into glory 

‘Til in Heaven we take our place  

‘Til we cast our crowns before Thee  

Lost in wonder, love and praise. 

 

 

 

 


