
 Parish of St. Mary’s Swynnerton & St. James’ Cotes Heath 
Sunday March 28th 2021 (Palm Sunday) 

Contacts: Church Warden Ray Lewney: 01785 760366 
Ministry Team: Nicky Beasley,01782 856656, Doreen English, 01782 796426, 

Alex Baines, 07462 616426 June Steed, 01782 643183, Chris Stokes, 01782 796610 
Children and Families’ Worker: Anna Hawkins, 07725 124583 

Newsletter: chrisandjackie77@btinternet.com 
 

Join us on Zoom at 10.00. this Sunday for our benefice worship  
Use the link below and log in from 9.50. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82172796502?pwd=dm9PandVL1l6YTgzOFFTQzQ1L0NqQT09 

CLOCKS GO FORWARD THIS SUNDAY MORNING AT 1AM WHEN WE MOVE TO BRITISH SUMMER TIME.  
 
 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES 
GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 2ND 

There will be a short service at St. Mary’s at 12.00. which will be relayed to those 
wishing to join in at home. (Meditation included in this newsletter). Use the Zoom 

link above. The church will then remain open until 2pm for private prayer. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 4TH 
Holy Communion at 10.00. at St. Mary’s. (Also accessible on Zoom link).   

 
Join in Holy Week services at Lichfield cathedral by going to their website: 
 www.lichfield-cathedral.org/lent/holyweek-easter2021   
There’s more religious broadcasting than ever this Easter. On Good Friday you can listen to Stainer’s Crucifixion on 
BBC Radio 3 at 2pm or “At the foot of the cross”, music and poetry on Radio 2 at 7pm. 
 The Archbishop of Canterbury will be celebrating the Eucharist from Canterbury cathedral on Easter Day 
 (8.10 am Radio 4 and 10 am BBC 1). Please check times and look for a wealth of other interesting programmes.    
 

 
Since John Bamford launched the annual North Staffs 
Christian Aid Walk over 30 years ago, it’s raised  
£1 million pounds for the charity. Sadly, it hasn’t taken 
place for the last two years so this March, people were 
asked to walk where and when they could, and ask their 
usual supporters to sponsor them.  
Local fund raiser Margaret Thompstone writes:  
“On my birthday, which was gloriously warm and sunny, 
Geoff and I went to Tittesworth and I did my Christian Aid 
walk after eating croissants and cake! 
If you would like to sponsor me for the walk with a 
donation, then please put cash or cheque through my 
door at 16 Fairbanks Walk, Swynnerton.” 
 Margaret adds that during the pandemic, Christian Aid 
has directly helped half a million people in 27 countries, 
distributing essential soap, water and food.  

(Ma             Margaret, right, with organiser John Bamford in 2019) 
 

 
 
 
The Lent Course concludes at 3pm on Sunday afternoon. This week June Steed leads a session entitled 
“Finding echoes of the story of Jesus in our world today”. Do join in by using the Zoom log in above, or 
read more at www.churchofengland.org/livelent 

 



“Where do we go from here?” It’s a question on everyone’s lips as we think about our next 
cautious steps out of lockdown. Tom Wright, in his book “God and the Pandemic” emphasises 
the need for Lament, for drawing alongside those who are grieving. “The initial calling of the 
Church, first and foremost, is to take our place humbly among the mourners.”  

Rabbi Jonathan Romain, minister of Maidenhead synagogue, speaks for all 
faiths when he says that worship will never be the same. He notes that 
virtually all religious groups have reported a higher attendance at services 
online than they would normally have had in person. “Many newcomers 
felt the need to connect, either with others or with God.” He suggests that 
services in the future will need to be conducted via a two-tier system, addressing both those 
in the pews and those on a screen. “Clergy will have to get used to facing two audiences, as 
well as not appearing to prefer one to the other.” 

 

• Our friends at St. Luke’s have begun to adapt their church for the C21 by installing a dropdown full-size 
screen (no need for books), a much- improved audio system and a wall mounted camera. This will enable 
services to be recorded and also ‘streamed’ into people’s homes. They now have broadband access in both 
the church and church hall and when the church building is closed, free wi-fi is available in the vicinity.  
 

• Our own team at St. Mary’s is planning to “live-stream” the Good Friday and Easter Sunday services so that 
those who are at home can join in with those worshipping in the church building. Feedback on how this 
works would be very welcome. Please contact any of those listed on page 1.  

 

• “ZWITT” (Zoom worship in Tittensor every Thursday at 10.00.) continues –details from Paul Graetz. 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3558390555?pwd=ZlNvRVcxbHZ1VWRaUzhGS1Vqcy9QZz09 

• SAND TABLE NEEDED FOR TODDLERS   - St. Mary’s Toddlers will be starting up as soon as regulations allow 

but meetings will be outside at first. This brings an opportunity for more messy play and different activities. If 

anyone has a small sand table (sand pit raised off the ground) that they no longer need, please would they 

contact Anna. (07725 124583).  

• The Revd Mary Thomas, a vicar in Shropshire, has been appointed as the Bishop of Lichfield’s new Adviser for 
Women in Ministry. She will be part of Bishop Michael’s staff team and will work with him on all matters 
concerning women in ministry. She will also gather and assess information about what might cause barriers 
to the recruitment and appointment of women in the diocese. 

 
 

Please continue to pray for Doreen Green and her family, and George Edwards and Margaret Reid 
recuperating at home.  
We remember those who are ill or are going through challenging times: Richard Wenger, 
Fr. Paul Chavasse, Wendy Jackson and Paul Bell, Elaine Dulson, Pat Lawrence, Carol and Martyn Turner, 
Pat Barley, Geoff and Linda Foster, Margaret Farr, the Goacher family, Margaret Mc.Knight, 
Dot Sergeant in her new home at Oulton Abbey, and friends of the church family, Maddie, Jessica, 
 and Karen Glasgow. 
And we hold before God Valerie Stokes who is preparing for an operation, Pat Johnson who is receiving 
care in hospital and Doreen English who has recently had surgery.  

 
 
 
 
    Thanks to David Harman  
    for the Palm Sunday 
    intercessions.  
 

 
 

 



WORSHIP FOR PALM SUNDAY  
This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
We have come together as the family of God in our 
Father’s presence to offer him praise and thanksgiving, 
to hear and receive his holy word, to bring before him 
the needs of the world, to ask his forgiveness of our sins, 
and to seek his grace, that through his Son Jesus Christ 
we may give ourselves to his service.   
 
God shows his love for us because, while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. Let us then show our love for 
him by confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
Confession: Lord God, we have sinned against you; we 
have done evil in your sight. We are sorry and repent. 
Have mercy on us according to your love.  
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. 
Renew a right spirit within us and restore to us the joy of 
your salvation, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from our sins, 
and restore us in his image, to the praise and glory of his 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Creed: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 
he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Let us pray to the Father through his Son who suffered 
death on the cross for the world’s redemption... 
 
Collect: 
Almighty and everlasting God, who in your tender love 
towards the human race sent your Son our Saviour Jesus 
Christ to take upon him our flesh and to suffer death upon 
the cross: grant that we may follow the example of his 
patience and humility, and also to be made partakers of 
his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, One God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Intercessions: Strengthen Michael and Matthew our 
Bishops and all your Church in the service of Christ, that 
those who confess your name may be united in truth, live 
together in love and reveal your glory in the world.  
 

 We continue to pray for our Parish during this unusual 
time and we give thanks for all those who work for your 
kingdom here – including those producing this weekly 
Newsletter, visiting the sick, contacting the lonely, 
running our weekly Zoom Services, Prayer meetings and 
Lent Course and planning to open the church for Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday.... We pray especially for all 
involved in the Shaping for Mission initiative as they 
consider the way forward for your Church here in our 
Deanery.  Lord, in Your mercy, Hear our Prayer.                                                                                                                                                                          
 
Bless and guide Elizabeth our Queen, give wisdom to all in 
authority and direct this and every nation in the ways of 
justice and peace, that we may honour one another and 
seek the common good.                                                                                                                                                                    
We remember in our prayers all those in the NHS and the 
nation’s Care Homes caring for the sick and vulnerable 
and all those involved in the manufacture, international 
distribution and administering of the Covid vaccines 
particularly at this time with the increase in infections in 
continental European countries and we give thanks for 
the broadcasting services which keep us informed about 
what we should do to keep safe at this time....                                                                                                                         
Lord in Your Mercy, Hear our Prayer. 
 
Give grace to us, our families and friends and to all our 
neighbours that we may serve Christ in one another and 
love as he loves us.                                                                                                                                                                                 
May our love for our neighbours bear true witness to your 
love for all mankind as we seek to share the Good News...                                         
Lord in your Mercy, Hear our Prayer. 
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind or 
spirit – and we lift to you all those who mourn, those 
listed elsewhere in this Newsletter who seek our prayers 
and all those whom we know who need our prayers at 
this time....... give them and their families courage and 
hope in their troubles and bring them the joy of your 
salvation....                                                                                 
Lord in Your Mercy, Hear our Prayer 
    
Merciful Father                                                                                                                                                                            
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.  
 
Lord God, we thank you for calling us into the company of 
those who trust in Christ and seek to obey His will. May 
Your Spirit guide and strengthen us in mission and service 
to your world: for we are strangers no longer but pilgrims 
together on the way to Your Kingdom.   Amen. 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Hosanna in the Highest. Blessed is He who comes in the 
name of the Lord!  
 
THE GRACE       

 



 
 



 



 



 


