
 Parish of St. Mary’s Swynnerton & St. James’ Cotes Heath 
Sunday March 21st 2021 (5th Sunday of Lent) 

Contacts: Church Warden Ray Lewney: 01785 760366 
Ministry Team: Nicky Beasley,01782 856656, Doreen English, 01782 796426, 

Alex Baines, 07462 616426 June Steed, 01782 643183, Chris Stokes, 01782 796610 
Children and Families’ Worker: Anna Hawkins, 07725 124583 

Newsletter: chrisandjackie77@btinternet.com 
 

Join us on Zoom at 10.00. this Sunday for our benefice worship  
Use the link below and log in from 9.50.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82172796502?pwd=dm9PandVL1l6YTgzOFFTQzQ1L0NqQT09 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s daffodils get ready to welcome the first day of Spring. Those who remember John Deag, former Church 

Warden, will notice how large the oak tree planted in his memory has grown. Birds now nest in its branches.  

 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES 
GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 2ND 

There will be a short service at St. Mary’s at 12.00 and the church will then remain 
open until 3pm for private prayer. 

 
EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 4TH 

Holy Communion at 10.00. at St. Mary’s. 
 
 
 

“The generosity of the congregation for our toilet twinning project 
has been extraordinary,” says Chris Stokes.  
 “I have delayed the purchase as each day has brought another 
cheque. However, I’ve now sent off a final sum of £446. This 

amazing amount is sufficient to pay for a complete “Church and Community” toilet block which will be twinned with 
the new church toilet inside St. Mary’s church. 
 In addition to this it will also pay for three individual toilets to be twinned with our Church Hall loo. All of these 
facilities will be in Uganda, the home of our link, Archdeacon William Shakespeare Pashi. Pictures and precise 
locations will be known when we receive our certificates. Many thanks to all.” 
 

 
The Marie Curie charity is planning a day of reflection on March 23rd. Here’s 
what they suggest:  
TAKE A MINUTE to reflect at noon. 
TAKE A MOMENT to connect with someone who’s been bereaved. 
SHOW YOUR SUPPORT by lighting a candle or shining a torch at 8pm.  

There are free talks to listen to on the day and the opportunity to join in the conversation: details at 
http://www.mariecurie.org.uk/dayofreflection 

 



 
Margaret Thompstone has sent this message from Christian Aid: 
“As more of our family, friends, and neighbours receive their COVID 
vaccinations, we rejoice and are glad that our loved ones are 

protected. We give thanks for all the NHS staff and key workers who continue to save lives across the UK.  
For the poorest and most vulnerable communities across the world, there is little hope of a vaccine rollout. These 
people already face a lack of water, food, and healthcare. 
Some are homeless. Some are living with underlying health issues such as HIV.  
Christian Aid is already on the ground, helping keep people safe from coronavirus with practical support – but with 
your gift of thanks we can do more. 
Have you or your loved ones had your vaccine?   
Please give thanks with a donation to help protect our global neighbours while the vaccine is out of reach.” 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/give/ways-donate/give-thanks-your-coronavirus-vaccine 
 

We were sad to hear last week of Arthur Kinson’s death and remember his wife Chris. Also the friends and 
family of Barbara Fieldhouse, our good friend from St. Luke’s who has recently died.   
Please pray for Doreen Green - now home from hospital - and her family, and George Edwards and 
Margaret Reid recuperating at home.  
We are thinking of those who have been ill or are going through challenging times: Richard Wenger, 
Fr. Paul Chavasse, Wendy Jackson and Paul Bell, Elaine Dulson, Pat Lawrence, Carol and Martyn Turner, Pat 
Barley, Geoff and Linda Foster, Margaret Farr, Nick & Jonquil Goacher and Jonquil’s mother, 
Margaret Mc.Knight, Dot Sergeant in her new home at Oulton Abbey, and friends of the  church family, 
Maddie, Jessica, and  Karen Glasgow. 
 And we hold before God Valerie Stokes who is preparing for an operation, Pat Johnson who is receiving 
care in hospital and Doreen English who has had surgery this week.  

 

 

• “Renewed thanks to all those friends who continue to phone me, drop off flowers and tasty 

gifts. Having no family, your friendship means a lot to me”, writes Helen Ladell.  

 

 
 

• A message from David Harman - St Mary’s Weekly Envelopes.  
 “Sunday 4th April is the first Sunday in the new tax year and our new packs of Weekly 
 Envelopes are available  – if you haven’t received yours, please let me know. 
 This is an ideal way of remembering and thanking God each week for His goodness, by 
 making a donation to the work of His Church here in the Parish.   
 If you would like to join our faithful band of regular givers, please contact me and I’ll 
 let you have a set of envelopes.  Thank you.” 
 David Harman 01782 796681 or daharman38@btinternet.com     
 

• The Lent Course continues at 3pm on Sunday afternoon. This week Alex Baines will lead a session 
entitled “Passing on the story of Jesus”. Do join in by using the Zoom log in above, or read more at 
www.churchofengland.org/livelent 
 

• Thanks to Frank Mugglestone who has prepared our service of worship and the 
prayers this week.  

 

• You might enjoy “ZWITT” (Zoom worship in Tittensor every Thursday at 10.00.) –details 
from Paul Graetz. 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3558390555?pwd=ZlNvRVcxbHZ1VWRaUzhGS1Vqcy9QZz09 



WORSHIP FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
We have come together as the family of God in our 
Father’s presence to offer him praise and 
thanksgiving, to hear and receive his holy word, to 
bring before him the needs of the world, to ask his 
forgiveness of our sins, and to seek his grace, that 
through his Son Jesus Christ we may give ourselves 
to his service.   
 
God shows his love for us because, while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. Let us then show our love 
for him by confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
Confession: Lord God, we have sinned against you; 
we have done evil in your sight. We are sorry and 
repent. Have mercy on us according to your love.  
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our 
sin. Renew a right spirit within us and restore to us 
the joy of your salvation, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from our sins, 
and restore us in his image, to the praise and glory of 
his name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Creed: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator 
of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Collect: Most merciful God, who by the death and 
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in 
him who suffered on the cross we may triumph in the 
power of his victory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
This morning St. John reminds us of Jesus saying 
‘Unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, 
it remains that and nothing more; but if it dies it bears 
a rich harvest.’ Today we remember Archbishop 
Thomas Cranmer who fell to the ground a martyr on 
this day in 1556. We thank you that the seed he had 
sown took deep root. His Prayer Book has been part 
of a rich harvest.  

Gracious Lord, transform the separations between 
churches into a harvest of harmony and our mistrust 
into mutual acceptance. 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 
The Earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it. 7.8 billion of 
us live here and we know some of us are using more 
than our share of the Earth’s resources whilst others 
struggle to survive. Encourage us not to be wasteful 
and to support those who are working to protect the 
Earth from climate change, wildlife extinction and 
over use of mineral resources. We pray for the 
success of the UN Climate Change Conference to be 
held in Glasgow later this year. Lord help each of us to 
care for your Earth and all that is in it. 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 
Daily bread is a simple thing. Lord you took this 
simple, basic food and placed it at the heart of the 
Eucharist. Now, an increasing number of families are 
unable to afford the simplest of foods here, in one of 
the richest countries in the world. There are millions 
of displaced people around the world. When they 
arrive here help us to welcome them without 
prejudice. 
We pray for all those who have used a foodbank at a 
time of crisis and we pray for your encouragement 
when we are given the opportunity to support a 
foodbank. 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 
As we spend time with you Lord, we pray for those 
who are suffering due to illness and those whose 
earthly lives are drawing to a close. 
In a moment of quiet we pray for people whose 
names are listed in the Newsletter and for others, 
known to us. 
 
Holy Spirit of God, be present with us now 
As we wait in the quiet of this moment. 
Guide us with your gentle wisdom,  
To put aside all that clouds your presence  
And, in our human weakness, fill us with your power. 
 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
OUR FATHER 
 
THE GRACE 

 



Idle curiosity or faithful discipleship? Revd Dr Jeanette Hartwell’s Sermon for 21 March 2021 

Fifth Sunday of Lent – John 12:20-33 

Today the church celebrates Passion Sunday, the Fifth Sunday of Lent and our thoughts begin to turn to the last 

events of Jesus’ life on earth. Next week we shall celebrate Palm Sunday - Jesus entering Jerusalem and being hailed 

as a King by the people. And we see in the events recorded as we journey through Holy Week that it was not an easy 

journey for Jesus to make - the doubt, the inner conflict and yet today’s reading suggests a recognition from Jesus 

that the end is approaching and we are drawn in journeying with him to wrestling with what the life and death of 

Jesus means for us as his disciples. 

And the reading from John 12:20-33 appears a strange one because on first hearing it might appear to make no 

sense at all. From the outset we are drawn into a theme of liberation with the setting of the celebration of the 

Passover festival, the celebration of the liberation from slavery in Egypt. And indeed, John places the passage before 

us today after the triumphal entry into Jerusalem (John 12:12-15) and a narrative of Jesus’ increasing popularity with 

the crowd because of the signs that he had performed.  

Amongst the many who have come to worship at the festival John draws attention to some Greeks who wish to see 

Jesus and when Jesus is told of this, instead of being delighted that people are interested in him and arranging a 

meeting he responds to Philip and Andrew’s request by starting to speak in riddles. So what are we to make of all 

this? 

There is no doubt that at this time Jesus’ popularity was on the rise and that there is fear and concern amongst the 

religious authorities of the day. At a time of religious fervour and political tensions (the two often go hand in hand) 

people were undoubtedly drawn to Jesus and it was not uncommon for individuals to be claiming that they had 

come with the special purpose of restoring Israel and overthrowing the Roman rulers. Tensions then were high and 

there was much at stake in terms of religious observance and political unrest. In this context John draws attention to 

God fearing Greeks (why else might they be at the festival?) as outsiders who want to know more about this man 

Jesus and the claims he was making. 

In his response to Philip and Andrew’s request, Jesus avoids the temptation of becoming the local celebrity, no 

doubt with the memory of his entry into Jerusalem firmly in his mind. What we don’t read in John’s account of this 

encounter is Jesus perhaps questioning why they wanted to see him, of trying to decide whether it is nothing more 

than idle curiosity, or whether they were genuine in their desire for an audience with him. Perhaps they genuinely 

wanted to debate on an intellectual level and question him in order to come to their own mind about him, or 

alternatively, whether they simply want to see him so that they could say that they had. 

And so, Jesus in his answer goes deeper than the immediately obvious. Unconcerned with the motives of those who 

want to see him, he begins to explain what he’s really about and that has nothing to do with seeing him, with 

intellectual debate or following him because he is the celebrity of the day. 

The time has come - my time has come says Jesus in stark contrast to the earlier comments in John that his time has 

not yet come (in John 2 to his mother at the wedding in Cana and John 7 when some tried to seize him while he was 

teaching in the temple courts). Here then is the moment to which John has been pointing, when the time is come for 

the Son of Man to be lifted up in order that all the world might see Jesus and recognise him, in order that God’s glory 

be revealed. This will be the time when all the world (represented by ‘the Greeks’) and not just faithful Israel will see 

and believe in him, not through intellectual debate but through the saving action of Jesus, the man who willingly 

goes to the cross to confront sin and evil. 

 

And Jesus uses the agricultural imagery of seeds in the ground to drive home his point, suggesting that it is not going 

to be as might be expected. In fact, on the contrary it might look hidden and be perceived as a complete disaster. 

The joy for those of us this side of the resurrection is that we know the ending to the story but Jesus is painting a 

very different picture than what people might have been looking for or expecting. The time for preparation is over 

and the true picture of who Jesus is, is about to be revealed.  



One of the major themes of John’s gospel is seeing and knowing and we see it (to excuse the pun) being played out 

in this passage. The Greeks wish to see Jesus, not only in the physical sense but in getting to know him and who he 

truly was. We might ask ourselves what it is that we want to see in Jesus? What is our motivation? Are we merely 

curious in seeing what it’s all about without necessarily wanting to take to heart the disturbing points that Jesus goes 

on to make about losing our life? Interestingly we are not told whether the Greeks got to see Jesus, both in 

the literal sense of meeting with him or in them getting to know who he claimed to be.  

There are several responses to merely seeing Jesus, to being inquisitive, to recognising the man that people have 

been talking about and coming to believe in who he said he was. And Jesus is perhaps indicating in his response that 

it is simply not enough to see and engage in an intellectual discussion but what is required in truly knowing him is a 

change in attitude as to our whole life. And this from a Rabbi who as we know from the gospels was not afraid to 

engage in rigorous debate, as was their tradition.  

So what are we to make of Jesus’s discussion of our losing our life in order that we might keep it for eternal life. So 

often I think that we interpret this in the sense of some form of grand scale martyrdom, that our discipleship might 

demand some grand gesture of costly sacrifice. Yet it seems to me that what Jesus is asking of us is the small almost 

seemingly inconsequential acts contained within the process of dying to self, of being attentive to the ways in which 

we are tempted to act in ways that serve self rather than God, of the daily decision to face the cross, and attempt, by 

God’s grace and God’s grace alone to live lives that reflect God’s glory.  

It is in these daily acts of self-denial that God’s glory continues to be revealed and in many ways these acts are 

buried like the grain that falls into the earth. They are often held between God and ourselves buried in the soil of our 

ordinary, everyday, daily existence. There is a sense in which it requires a certain degree of dogged determination 

and persistence and I suspect that John is warning us in the words of Jesus that it is not for the fainthearted. And just 

as we might wait for new shoots to break forth from the ground so too, we wait with patience for what God will 

bring about in God’s good time. It is a timely lesson perhaps as we begin to emerge tentatively from Lockdown with 

Easter just around the corner. We are a faith community that has death and resurrection at the heart of its being. As 

we journey over the next few weeks with Jesus as he makes his way to Golgotha what might God be asking us, as 

individuals and communities to allow to fall to the ground and to die in order that it might bear much fruit in the 

future? 

 

And so may God grant us dogged determination, faithful patience that we might see God’s glory. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

(Jeanette Hartwell is Vocations and Training Team Lead 

for the Diocese). 

 


