
 Parish of St. Mary’s Swynnerton & St. James’ Cotes Heath 
Sunday March 14th 2021 (Mothering Sunday) 

Contacts: Church Warden Ray Lewney: 01785 760366 
Ministry Team: Nicky Beasley,01782 856656, Doreen English, 01782 796426, 

Alex Baines, 07462 616426 June Steed, 01782 643183, Chris Stokes, 
 01782 796610 

Children and Families’ Worker: Anna Hawkins, 07725 124583 
Newsletter: chrisandjackie77@btinternet.com 

 

Alan Lowe will be leading our Sunday benefice service on Zoom at 10.00. Use the link below and log in from 9.50. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82172796502?pwd=dm9PandVL1l6YTgzOFFTQzQ1L0NqQT09 
 

 

“Mothering Sunday” has been observed 
since the Middle Ages when it was an 
opportunity to break the fast halfway 
through the penitential season of Lent. 
Christians would visit their mother church – 
the one in which they were baptised – and 
inspired by psalm 122, (“Let us go to the 
house of the Lord”), medieval folk began to 
band together in processions, sometimes to 
the local cathedral. Things could get a bit out 
of hand as the C13 Bishop of Lincoln records:  
“In each and every church you should strictly 

prohibit one parish from fighting with another over whose banners should come first at the time of the annual 
visitation”. 
 Happily, the tradition developed into a more domestic affair with “mothering” visits and days off for domestic 
servants to see their own families. As you might expect, food played a part and Simnel cake was often taken home. 
Today, Mothering Sunday is an opportunity to show appreciation to the women who brought us up and cared for us 
over the years. 

• Our children’s and families’ worker Anna Hawkins has written the intercessions for 
this week’s service. She reflects on the fact that this year “Mother’s Day” will be painful for 
many. 
                                                                                                                                                                             
“Father we pray this Mother’s Day for all of us missing contact with our families; 
mothers, children and others close to us. That you will bring us comfort, on a day that 
makes the distance between people be felt even more keenly. That we will instead be 
able to focus on the hope that has been given for beginning to see each other again. 
We pray for those who have lost members of their families this year and have not been 
able to say goodbye, celebrate their lives or to grieve as they would have wished. That 
today will be a day for remembering the happier times and memories made together. 
We ask that you surround them with your love. Amen.”  

 
 

 
 

• The Lent Course continues at 3pm on Sunday afternoon. This week Nicky Beasley will lead a 
session entitled “Communicating like Jesus did.” Do join in by using the Zoom log in above, or 
you can sign up for emails and get the app at www.churchofengland.org/livelent 
 
 

 

• You might enjoy “ZWITT” (Zoom worship in Tittensor every Thursday at 10.00.) – more details from Paul 
Graetz.https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3558390555?pwd=ZlNvRVcxbHZ1VWRaUzhGS1Vqcy9QZz09 

 



 
• Red Nose Day is coming …. Get ready to smile on Friday 19th March 
as the organisers of this year’s fund raiser are encouraging people to 
place their favourite jokes on display in their windows.  
Sir Lenny Henry said: "We all need cheering up, so this year Red Nose 
Day will be a bit different. Of course, we want to raise as much 
money as possible for people who really need it in the UK and around 
the world. But we also want to make you smile and bring you some 

laughter over the coming weeks!" 
This year's red noses are plastic free (after a campaign led by school children) and made 
from plant-based materials and there are 10 different characters to choose from. 
 

•  As we look back on the last twelve months, let’s pay tribute to those in our church 
family and beyond, who live alone. Week by week they have remained cheerful 
and philosophical, prepared to weather the inconveniences, uncertainty and 
disappointments that the last year has brought. We admire their patience and 
bravery; they have much to teach us.   
 

• And from Ray Lewney,  
“Just a note, on the anniversary of living with this pandemic, to say thank you to all of you for continuing to support 
our Christian worship across the Benefice throughout.  
I'm sure that it will not be too long now before we can all meet up again face to face to share and proclaim our 
faith. God Bless You, Ray” 
 
 

Please pray for Doreen Green and her family, Richard Wenger, Fr. Paul Chavasse, 
 Wendy Jackson and Paul Bell, Dot Sergeant, Elaine Dulson, Pat Lawrence, Carol and Martyn Turner, 

 Pat Barley, Geoff and Linda Foster, Margaret Farr, Nick & Jonquil Goacher, Margaret Mc.Knight, 
 George Edwards, Maddie, Jessica, Margaret Reid, Karen Glasgow, 

 Chris’s mum, Valerie Stokes who is unwell and  Arthur Kinson recently taken ill, and his wife Chris. 
We were sorry to hear this week of the death of Barbara Fieldhouse, a good friend from St. Luke’s, and 

send thoughts and prayers to her friends and family.  

 
 

• If you’ve felt chilly in the evenings this week, spare a thought for Fr. Simon Maddison, vicar of St. Michael’s, 
Cross Heath & St. Paul’s, Newcastle, who is sleeping in the vicarage garden under canvas for 4 weeks. He’s 
supporting the Great Tommy Sleep Out to raise awareness of homeless Armed Forces veterans.  
 
 
 

• www.ataloss.org is a charity founded in 2016 whose aim is to ensure 
that any bereaved person in the UK can find bereavement support when 
they need it.  Their website “signposts” you to practical checklists, 
phone helplines, information about funeral planning, coroners and 

inquests, as well as all manner of organisations to assist in the weeks and months ahead. It’s useful for those 
who need urgent and immediate help but there are also resources there for anyone who is grieving.  

 
 
On March 17th the Church remembers St. Patrick, born in Roman Britain, captured and 
taken to Ireland as a slave. Escaping home, he became a cleric, later returning to Ireland 
as a missionary and then bishop. Tradition has him explaining the complexities of the 
Holy Trinity by using a shamrock which has three parts to its leaf. We still use words from  
“St. Patrick’s Breastplate”, a prayer recited for protection, invoking the power of God as a 
safeguard against evil. The final words of today’s worship on page 3 are from this work.  
 



   
WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 
 “As a mother comforts a child so will I comfort you”, 
says the Lord. Isaiah 66.13 
 
Jesus, like a mother you gather your people to you; 
You are gentle with us as a mother with her children. 
 
Despair turns to hope through your sweet goodness; 
Through your gentleness we find comfort in fear.  
 
Your warmth gives life to the dead, 
Your touch makes sinners righteous.  
 
Lord Jesus, in your mercy heal us;  
In your love and tenderness remake us.  
 
In your compassion bring grace and forgiveness, 
For the beauty of Heaven may your love prepare us.   
(St. Anselm, 1109) 
 
 
God shows his love for us, in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.  
Let us then show our love for him by confessing our 
sins in penitence and faith.  
 
Confession: Come, let us return to the Lord and say: 
Lord our God, in our sin we have avoided your call. 
Our love for you is like a morning cloud, like the dew 
that goes away early. Have mercy on us; deliver us 
from judgement; bind up our wounds and revive us; 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
May the God of love bring us back to himself, forgive 
us our sins, and assure us of his eternal love in Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Creed: We believe in God the Father, from whom 
every family in heaven and on earth is named. We 
believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts 
through faith, and fills us with his love. We believe in 
God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power 
from on high. We believe in one God; Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Collect: God of compassion, 
whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, 
shared the life of a home in Nazareth, 
and on the cross drew the whole human family to 
himself: strengthen us in our daily living 
that in joy and in sorrow we may know the power of 
your presence to bind together and to heal; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

Lord, we thank you for Spring, that more is growing 
and our world is brightening week by week. 
 
We pray for those for whom Mother's Day is hard any 
year, those that have lost their mothers or have a 
difficult relationship. That they will find comfort in you 
and that you will bring others around them to help 
them know they are not alone.  
We pray for all those longing to be parents, that you 
will bless them with families of their own and 
surround them with supportive and understanding 
friends and family. 
 Also, for those who have had to say goodbye too 
soon to children, that you will fill them with your 
peace and hope for a future that may feel so empty. 
We bring before you now, those known to us 
personally in these situations. 
 
We thank you for all the extra time given to some 
families this year, for a chance for relationships to 
grow and deepen and for new things to be enjoyed. 
 
But Lord we also ask for encouragement for those 
who are struggling with their worth as a mother this 
year, maybe they have found so much time with their 
children overwhelming, or they have battled with guilt 
over juggling work and childcare and home schooling 
and don’t feel like they have achieved enough in 
either area. We pray that you will show them that 
their worth is in you and that you will bring 
encouragement to help those struggling to move past 
this time in their family relationships.  
 
We pray that as we look forward to increasing our 
social interactions that we are focused on building 
one another up, encouraging each other and having 
fun. That people won't focus on comparing 
experiences but instead on helping and supporting 
each other as we build things up again. 
 
Thank you for fellowship and family provided in your 
church and how this has grown throughout the last 
year, we are so grateful. Amen.  
 
“Christ be with me, Christ within me, 
Christ behind me, Christ before me, 
Christ beside me, Christ to win me, 
Christ to comfort and restore me, 
Christ beneath me, Christ above me,  
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger,  
Christ in hearts of all that love me, 
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.” 
 
OUR FATHER  … 
 
THE GRACE 



“The three Rs of motherhood” 14 March 2021 Gospel Reading: John 19 v25b – 27 
 The Ven Paul Thomas’s Sermon for Mothering Sunday 
 
John’s description of the exchange between Jesus and his mother at the cross furnishes us with three deep insights 
into motherhood. 
The first insight is what I would call the reality of motherhood. In v25b we read: ‘Stood near the cross was the 
mother of Jesus.’ 
As she stands at the foot of the cross Mary, the mother of Jesus (though John’s Gospel never uses her name!) is 
experiencing the heartbreak of losing her son to a premature death. She is aware of the terrible pain that he is 
enduring and of the shame which belongs to this very public act of execution. She had lived with this fear ever since 
Simeon, the elderly priest at the Temple, had prophesied that a sword would pierce her own heart. And now as she 
faces this costly sacrifice, and embraces suffering and loss, Mary epitomises the reality of motherhood. To love a 
child as a mother does is to leave the heart and mind defenceless against whatever trouble or trauma that child 
might bring. Winifred Holtby, writing to her lifelong friend Vera Brittain said this: 
‘Babies are a nuisance. But so does everything seem to be that is worthwhile...husbands and books and committees 
and being loved and everything. We have to choose between barren ease and rich unrest...or rather one does not 
choose; life somehow chooses.’ 
 
The ’rich unrest’ of motherhood stems from the fact that most mothers do what John 19 v25 tells us that Mary did 
on that dark Friday afternoon when Jesus was being done to death on the cross: she ‘stood near’. Mary was near, 
attentive to every groan and heavy breath, to the straining of muscles and to the tearing of flesh as Jesus struggled 
to hold off the onset of death. She was near so she could dispel the awful loneliness of his dying. She was near 
because there was nowhere else she could dream of being knowing the pain and humiliation her son was going 
through.  
Hugh MacDiarmid in his poem, The Two Parents, begins by admitting his own sense of detachment towards his sick 
child and then compares it with the deep commitment and motherly love of his wife: 
 
I love my little son, and yet when he was ill 
I could not confine myself to his bedside. 
I was impatient of his squalid little needs. 
His laboured breathing and the fretful way he cried. 
And longed for my wide range of interests again, 
Whereas his mother sank without another care 
To that dread level of nothing but life itself 
And stayed day and night, till he was better, there. 
Women may pretend, yet they always dismiss 
Everything but mere being just like this. 
 
Mary had descended to that ‘dread level of nothing but life itself’ as she stayed close to her dying son. And it is from 
this recognition of how much our mothers are willing to forego and sacrifice in order to be available to us that our 
deep sense of gratitude springs. As we grow up it gradually dawns on us how costly and selfless was the love our 
mothers bestowed on us; their quiet heroism and courage leaves us ever indebted to them. 
 
The second insight we can glean from today’s Gospel concerns the reward of motherhood. In v26 we read: ‘When 
Jesus saw his mother, he said to her, ‘Woman here is your son.’  
Knowing how devastated she would be by his imminent death Jesus provides for her through the care and 
companionship of the beloved disciple. Here is the love Jesus had received from his mother throughout his life being 
returned. He shows how much he understands her vulnerability and how deep runs his desire to ease her sense of 
loss.  
And that must surely be the chief reward of motherhood – to receive back freely and joyfully and unsolicited the 
love of a child. What the mother has lavished on the child, all the values she has sought to teach him or her, all the 
sensitivity and care she has tried to nurture, has not been wasted. Instead, it has borne fruit in the formation of a 

person who now shares those same values and exercises that same care. The love has become reciprocal and it flows 

in both directions between mother and child. 

 



When my mother was a widow living alone in South Wales and I was serving a parish in York I knew one thing which 
brought her a lot of enjoyment was a hand-written letter. So, every Thursday I sat at my desk and wrote a long letter 
to my mother. It was often hard to think of news because we had a weekly phone call lasting three-quarters of an 
hour in which I had updated her on all the latest happenings in our lives. But I knew when that envelope dropped 
through the letter-box on to her front door mat it would make her day. ‘I got your letter – thanks very much!’ would 
be one of her opening remarks on the phone next time we spoke. I’m sure you have similar stories of how you have 
recognised the humanity and vulnerability of your mother and acted to show her how much you loved and valued 
her. ‘Seeing his mother’ says John’s Gospel, Jesus offered her the care of the beloved disciple. Likewise, all of us 
need to ‘see’ our mothers in that way so that we can be sensitive to 
their need and help them experience and rejoice in the reward of motherhood. 
 
The third insight to be found in these few verses from John 19 is what I want to call the reach of motherhood. Here 
is v27: ‘Then Jesus said to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his own 
home.’ 
This shows the disciple at the foot of the cross acting in a motherly way towards Mary, the mother of Jesus. He made 
space for her in his home and committed himself to being responsible for her well-being. And in doing that the 
disciple was not showing motherly love to a member of his own family but to a woman who in one sense was a 
stranger. Her main claim on him was that Jesus had asked him to care for her. He had no legal or familial obligation 
to protect her or provide for her. The motherly love he showed her was a free gift inspired by his love of Jesus Christ. 
 
 From this we can see how motherly love is freed from its family bond and made universal in its application. 
Such love can be shown as much by men as by women and Jesus himself is the supreme example for all genders. 
‘The human character of Jesus … combining the strength of manhood and the tenderness of womanhood in perfect 
alliance is always strengthening to contemplate and adore’ wrote Bishop Charles Gore (1).                                               
We catch a glimpse of his motherly love as Jesus looks out over the city of Jerusalem:  
‘How often I have desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings and you were 
not willing!’ 
 I doubt that many hymns have been written on those words of Jesus but I did find one in a book called ‘Zulu Zion 
and some Swazi Zionists’ – just the kind of book Archdeacons read late at night! Here are a few verses: 
 
Thou glorious hen 
We stand before Thee 
It is not only Jerusalem 
That Thou lovest 
 
So, love us and hatch us 
Thou glorious hen 
We stand before Thee 
Hen of Heaven. 
 
O Lord bring it forth 
This Ekuphakameni (paradise) 
Like the hen 
Loving her chickens 
 
So, the Church’s focus on mothers and all they give to their families invites us to do more than express gratitude to 
them and to God. It challenges us as those who stand before the glorious ‘Hen of Heaven’, Jesus Christ, to respond 
to the desire he expressed over the city of Jerusalem and which he directed to the beloved disciple at the foot of the 
cross.                                                                                                                                                                                                      
It is the desire that we who are loyal and obedient to him should extend the power of motherly love into every part 
of our world, taking it much further than the bonds of kinship. Then that love can reach dark and troubled places like 
the city of Jerusalem. It can be released towards those individuals who are overwhelmed by pain and sorrow and 
loss like Mary. For as we spread that love to others, we are helping build the Kingdom of God and becoming heralds 
of the salvation made available to us all in the cross of Jesus Christ.                                                                                                          
May this Mothering Sunday be very special for each and every one of us and bring us all fresh inspiration. Amen. 

 
1 The Incarnation of the Son of God, Bampton Lectures 1891 page 3. A great read! 


