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Evie and Molly Watson practice serving Afternoon 
Teas to those lucky enough to get a delivery slot. 

Some serious head-scratching during the virtual 
Zoom quiz held on 12th March!

The St Wilfrid’s Churchyard Tidying got underway this month. Although the human world remains under 
Covid cover, there are signs that the natural world is starting to spring into life

On 28th February, in a covid-19 safe service in Brayton Cemetery, the parish  remembered Steve Dunn 
who sadly died during the railway accident that occurred in the early morning 20 years ago at Great Heck
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#TheParishThisMonth
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to the April 2021 edition 
of Connected.

This month Revd. Philip 
Macdonald celebrates the coming 
of Easter and notes that whilst 
the world may be changed by the 
pandemic we will always have the 
comfort of Christ who will live 
with us forever, if we let him.

Local physician Tony Service 
prescribes leeks fried in butter 
to cure The Piles; whether we are 
to apply them to the distressed 
area, or eat them, is uncertain. 
More seriously Tony is also 
looking forward to Easter and 
the reopening of the Chapel.

Karl Jarvis completes his virtual 
walk along the St Hilda’s Way, and 
Sheila Newsome raises a smile 
with a list of children’s writings 
about the Old & New Testaments.

I adapt an email from Revd. 
Pete about Keith Fossey’s recent 
Zoom presentation on the 

work of the Swaziland Schools 
Project with orphaned children in 
eSwatini. This is a charity worthy 
of everyone’s attention.

I also rabbit on about Albrecht 
Dürer’s painting Christ as a 
Man of Sorrows, whilst Dr Ruth 
M Bancewicz looks at ethics 
decisions in relation to new 
technologies. Karl Jarvis provides 
an update on the works proposed 
and undertaken in the Parish 
Hall. Finally I encourage everyone 
to consider joining the Parish 
Council; “ask not what your PCC 
will do for you, but what can you 
do for the PCC”, as JFK didn’t say 
(but would have done had lived 
in Brayton).

The Brayton Parish Website 
(www.StWil fr idsParish.com) 
sends out notices of Services 
and events in St Francis and St 
Wilfrid’s, but only to subscribers. 
It is easy to subscribe on the 

website, so why not use this 
method of staying up-to-date 
on news in the Parish? It is of 
course free.

Printed copies of Connected 
delivered to your door cost £5 
a year (£4 for pensioners), or 
you can pick up a single copy for 
75p from any of the Churches 
mentioned within these pages. 
Subscriptions run from June 
each year.

You may also download 
Connected free from the 
St Wilfrid’s website www.
StWilfridsParish.com.

Articles for Connected are 
always gratefully received, by the 
11th of the month please.

John Clarke
01757 708646
js_clarke@btinternet.com

Welcome

A woman found guilty of a traffic offence was asked 
for her occupation. “Schoolteacher.” The magistrate 
rose from her chair, “Madam, I have waited years 

for a schoolteacher to appear before me.” Then 
with a smile said “Sit down and write “I shall not 
exceed the speed limit” one hundred times!”

Horses for Courses!

Cover this month by Revd. Pete. See the back cover for details of how to get your own Afternoon Tea!
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Dear Lord, my sin is mine and mine alone:
That folly of my humanness which I must own
As having moved against the best-self
You, Lord, worked within my heart,
‘til now my worst-self forms the greater part
Of what I see, and you must judge.
My Lord, it is no more than I deserve
For I indeed do let old Adam hide
Within the New Man you would forge.
So, Lord, my sin, in each and every part
Betrays that loyalty displayed upon the cross
Before which I, in penitence, now plead.
Dear Lord, forgive my fall from grace
And as I look into your eyes
Restore to me the robe of love you gave
That I may walk, full face, along your way
Towards our Father’s house
Wherein a joyful welcoming will say -
“My child, now you are home at last.”
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Sam Doubtfire
Thoughts on the Passion of Christ
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It’s a pleasure and a privilege to be 
writing the Connected letter for 
the month in which we celebrate 
Easter, the most important 
festival in the Christian calendar. 
Each of the four Gospel writers 
tells the story of the resurrection 
of Jesus in his own particular 
way and I always think it is best 
not to try and amalgamate the 
four accounts but to value each 
of them in its own right. It is St. 
John who focuses particularly 
on the personal encounter 
between the risen Lord and Mary 
Magdalene during which Jesus 
says to Mary ‘Do not hold on to 
me for I have not yet returned to 
the Father.’ One interpretation 
of those words is that Jesus is 
telling Mary that things cannot be 
as they were before. She has to 
let go. Her relationship with the 
risen Christ, and that of all his 
followers, cannot be the same as 
it had been with the earthly Jesus.

As we come out of lockdown 
for what we hope will be the final 
time there is perhaps a sense in 
which things cannot and will not 
be as they were before. There 
are so many unknowns as we face 
a future in which we are given to 
understand that corona virus will 
still be present and something 
we will have to learn to live with. 
How far that will influence the 
kind of lives we lived before the 
pandemic and perhaps hope to 
live again is yet to be realised 
but something as monumental as 
what we have experienced during 
this past year cannot help but 
have a lasting effect. There have 
been positives in it all and, at the 
very least, we must hope and 
pray that some of the lessons we 
have learned about self sacrifice, 
neighbourliness and respect 
for others will continue to be 

hallmarks of our society.
At various times in history 

there have been events and 
occurrences which have been 
considered to have changed life 
forever, either for good or ill. It 
was during the post war era as 
the British economy recovered 

that Harold Macmillan maintained 
that ‘most of our people have 
never had it so good.’ Some 
would look back to 9/11 as a day 
that changed the world forever 
and the events of this last year 
cannot help but to have brought 
about lasting change. For those 
who encountered the risen 
Christ, things would never again 
be as they were before and the 
first Easter Day was undoubtedly 

a day that changed the world 
forever as is seen through 
influence of the Christian faith 
over the past 2000 years and the 
growing presence of the Church 
throughout the world.

Whilst we face an unknown 
future in a way that we have 
never done before we have the 
assurance that the Christ who 
was raised and who lives forever 
is with us. We too can encounter 
him in our daily lives as Mary 
encountered him on the first 
Easter Day and I pray that the 
certainty of his presence may 
help us as we face uncertain days.

With warm Christian greetings

Revd. Philip Macdonald

Dear Friends

“we have 
the 
assurance 
that the 
Christ 
who was 
raised and 
who lives 
forever is 
with us.
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We’re back – Hallelujah!
After another three long months, 
with no services in the chapel 
since Christmas Day, we are 
back. Our first service, since the 
recent lockdown restrictions, 
was on Palm Sunday when we 
once again open our chapel 
doors for morning worship. OK, 
we still had to conform to all 
the Covid restrictions regarding 
sanitisation, face masks, social 
distancing and were unable to 
sing hymns but it was good to be 
back together with those who 
felt able to come.

It was a special service for 
several reasons. Firstly, because it 
was our first service in the chapel 
since Christmas Day. Secondly, 
because it was Palm Sunday 
and we were able to celebrate 
Jesus’ triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem and prepare ourselves 
for the events of Holy Week 
leading to Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday and Easter Day. But 
thirdly, it was an opportunity to 
celebrate the Diamond Wedding 
of Rev Derek and Kath Lund, 
our retired minister and his 
wife. Our minister, Rev Philip 
Macdonald, had been providing 
a virtual worship service every 
Sunday morning using Facebook 
and YouTube but this service 
at Brayton was his first church 
service since the current Covid 
lockdown was instigated. At the 
end of the service, we presented 
Derek and Kath with a lovely 
rose bush to be planted in their 
garden, one which we hope will 
remind them of our continued 
fellowship together in the coming 
months and years.
Chapel Services in April/
CTiS Good Friday Service
Three services have been 
arranged for Maundy Thursday 

(April 1) when we remember 
Jesus’ Last Supper with his 
disciple friends. These will be at 
Hambleton (3:00pm), Howden 
(7:00pm) and Barlby (7:30pm). 
Similarly, three services have 
also been arranged for Good 
Friday (April 2) when we reflect 
on Jesus’ crucifixion. These will 
be at Snaith (10:45am), Sherburn 
(3:00pm) and Selby (Portholme) 
(7:30pm). Each of the services 
will be taken by one of our three 
Circuit ministers – Revs Peter 
Barnett, Philip Macdonald and 
Christine Gillespie.

Because of the continuing 
Covid restrictions, Churches 
Together in Selby will not be able 
to have their usual Good Friday 
Walk of Witness from Portholme 
Church to the Market Place, prior 
to the normal open air service 
at 12.00noon but there will be 
a 30 minute service for Good 
Friday (April 2) in the Abbey 
grounds at 11:00am. The current 
restrictions will still be required, 
i.e. social distancing, face masks 
and no singing.

On Easter Sunday, we will have 
our traditional Easter Day service 
of Holy Communion at 8:30am led 
by Rev Philip Macdonald, followed 

at 10:30am by Easter Day worship 
led by Tony Service. Thereafter, 
unless further restrictions are 
imposed, we will be back to our 
normal weekly Sunday services, 
details of which may be found on 
page 18. Hallelujah!

Last year, none of the Holy 
Week/ Easter services could 
take place as the virus situation 
escalated so it will be good to be 
able to celebrate Easter time once 
again, in spite of the restrictions.
The Methodist’s Mantra 
on Medicine
John Wesley, the founder of 
Methodism, is well-known for his 
religious literature. He wrote a daily 
Journal of his journeys around Britain 
and Ireland which expanded into 
several volumes. He wrote books of 
sermons, one of which (“Wesley’s 
44 Sermons”) is obligatory reading 
for every Methodist Local preacher 
in training. He was a prolific writer 
of theological books on many 
and various topics and, as many 
people are aware, he was also 
well-known for his hymns, though 
he never wrote as many as his 
brother Charles (who wrote over 
6000). In last month’s magazine, 
I quoted Wesley’s comments on 
hymn singing.

Methodist News
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What most people do not realise 
is that John Wesley also wrote 
a treatise of medical practice in 
1747 called “Primitive Physick”. 
This contains definitions of 
diseases and prescriptions for 
their cure. The book reached 
its 20th edition in 1781 and its 
36th in 1840. In a post script to 
his 2nd edition, Wesley wrote “It 
is my design to set down cheap 
and easy medicines, easily to be 
known, easily to be procured 
and easy to be applied by plain 
unlettered men.” The remedies 
described will seem humorous to 
us but they were very popular in 
Wesley’s day.

Here are a selection of his 
cures. I accept no responsibility 
if you wish to try them! (I’ve left 
the original spellings as printed.)
To cure Baldness.

Rub the Part Morning and 
Evening, with Onions, ‘till it 
is red; and rub it afterwards 
with Honey.

A Bruise.
Immediately apply the Treacle 
spread on brown Paper:
Or, clarified Honey:
Or, rub it with one Spoonful of 
Oil of Turpentine and two of 
Neats-foot Oil:
Or, apply a plaister of chopt 
Parsley mixt with Butter:
Or, a Fomentation of Verjuice 
and Camomile Flowers

A Cold.
Drink a Pint of cold Water 
lying down in Bed:
Or a Spoonful of Treacle in 
half a Pint of Water:
Or, to one Spoonful of 
Oatmeal and one Spoonful of 
Honey, add a Piece of Butter 
of the Bigness of a Nutmeg: 
Pour on gradually near a Pint 
of boiling Water; drink this 
lying down in Bed.

Convulsions in Children.
Scrape Piony Roots fresh 

digged. Apply what you have 
scraped off to the Soles of the 
Feet. It helps immediately.
Or, if a small bag containing a 
tooth is tied round the neck 
of an infant, it will prevent 
teething convulsions.

The Head-ach.
Rub the Head for a Quarter of 
an Hour:
Or, apply to each Temple the 
thin yellow Rind of a Lemon, 
newly pared off:
Or, pour into the Palm of the 
Hand a little Brandy, with 
some Zist of Lemon, and hold 
it to the Forehead:
Or, snuff up the Nose 
camphorated Spirits of lavender:
Or, Juice of Ground-Ivy:
Or, a little Juice of Horse Radish:
Or, drink half a Pint of strong 
Decoction of Ground-Ivy: 
Morning and Evening.

The Shingles.
Drink a Pint of Sea-Water 
every Morning for a Week; 
toward the Close, bathe also.

A stubborn Pain in the Back.
Steep Root of Water-Fern in 
Water, till the Water becomes 
thick and clammy. Then rub 
the Parts therewith Morning 
and Evening.

The Piles
Apply warm Treacle:
Or, of Tobacco-leaf steep’d in 
Water twenty-four Hours:
Or, a Poultis of boil’d Brook-
Lime. It seldom fails:
Or, a bruised Onion skin’d; or 
roasted in Ashes. It perfectly 
cures the dry Piles:
Or, Leeks fried in Butter:
Or, Varnish. It perfectly 
cures both the blind and 
bleeding Piles.
Corns
Apply fresh every Morning the 
Yeast of small Beer, spread on 
to a Rag:
Or boil the Juice of Radishes, 

‘till it is thick enough to spread 
as a Plaister. Shift it as it 
grows dry:
Or, cleanse from Earth the 
Root and Herb of Houseleek; 
crush it with your Fingers 
and apply it. Renew it every 
three Hours, for twenty four 
Hours: I.
Or, apply fresh Ivy-leaves daily, 
and in fifteen Days they will 
drop out.

Dull Sight.
Drop in two or three Drops 
of Juice of rotten Apples often.

Raging Madness.
Apply to the Head Cloths dipt 
in cold Water:
Or, set the Patient with his 
Head under a great Waterfall, 
as long as his Strength will 
bear: Or, pour Water on his 
Head out of a Tea-kettle:
Or, let him eat nothing but 
Apples for a Month.

Tony Service

PS: Mill Lane reflections
Do you remember I mentioned 
last month about the porch light 
at a house on Mill Lane which was 
always on – until late February 
when I found it turned off for the 
first time in more than a year? 
Well, it’s back on again – day 
and night!
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Saint Hilda’s Way During Lockdown Part 4

The Caedmon memorial cross, 
positioned on the cliff top in St 
Mary’s churchyard at Whitby, 
celebrates the life of this man of 
poetry and music. That inspired 
Hilde in the days when she 
was Abbess of Streaneshalch 

(Whitby) in the seventh century. 
It is thanks to Bede that fragments 
of the songs of this farmer 
turned layman remain. There 
is little other than the writings 
of Bede to remember the lives 
of the people who worked and 
worshipped in one of the earliest 
Christian monasteries in Britain. 
The lives of Hilde, a former rich 
princess and Caedmon, a keeper 
of sheep on the wild Whitby 
moors, intertwined as she heard 
him sing a song that came ‘straight 
from God’. This recently sculpted 
cross is another wonderful image 
that links the story of that first 
monastery to the modern day.

We have spent that last four 
months exploring some of the 
things that can be seen as you 
walk Saint Hilda’s Way, from 
Hinderwell, through Danby and 
down the Esk Valley to its mouth 
at Whitby Harbour. Since leaving 
the village of Sneaton, sited near 
the main A174, we have followed 
the Monks Walk through Topping 
Riggs Wood and crossed the Esk 
to traverse the final few yards 
along its banks into the town.

Why, you may ask, is there a 
footway called ‘Monks Walk’ 
around here? Well, Sneaton has 
a castle and, more importantly, 
in this case, a priory called St 
Hilda’s. Now, the priory is the 
mother house of the Order of 

the Holy Paraclete but Castle 
and Priory were only constructed 
in 1914. The order, led initially 
by Prioress, Mother Margaret, 
previously from the Community 
of Saint Peter, Horbury, follows 
Benedictine traditions and has 
pioneered educational and 
medical work in Ghana.

The Monks walk leads 
unerringly to Whitby and has 
been well travelled for centuries. 
So, my investigations have to 
stop there. Only to presume 
the pathway is one of a number 
of ways used to come and go 
from the Abbey that is now 
greeting us as we climb the steps 
onto the headland overlooking 
the harbour.

St Mary’s Anglican Church is 
first seen as you pause to catch 
your breath following the steep 
climb up Abbey Steps. Built 
in Norman times, the church 
shares the headland with the 
gothic abbey. It is thought that 
the present chancel stands 
over the site of an original Saint 
Peter’s church which served 
the monastery.

Hilda’s monastery was 
destroyed by Danish invaders in 
867. Reinfrid, one of William the 
Conqueror’s knights, restored 
the abbey in 1078. It became a 
Benedictine house for men and 
contained a shrine to Saint Hilda in 

“Praise we the fashioner now of Heaven’s fabric,
The majesty of his might and his mind’s wisdom,
Work of the world-warden, worker of all wonders,
How he the Lord of Glory everlasting
Wrought first for the race of men
Heaven as a roof-tree,
Then made he Middle Earth to be their mansion”
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recognition of her importance as founder 
of the original abbey. Pilgrims still come 
to visit the Abbey, now in ruins. They see 
the remains of a majestic building, site of 
hundreds of years of Christian worship, 
standing proudly on the edge of the land 
in which its inhabitants served.

Our virtual walk comes to a close. 
Every step of Hilda’s Way has been traced 
on maps and through research. Every step 
has been matched with actual ones taken 
down the lanes, towpaths and bridleways 
around Brayton during 2020, the summer 
of lockdown. It has been a joy to observe 
the plants, birds and insects close up, to 
follow the seasons as spring merged into 
summer. Our walks continue now as the 
spring of 2021 begins to emerge. Spring, 
a time to look forward with hope in our 
minds of an improvement in the world’s 
health as we all come to terms with the 
impact of the Pandemic.

With my best wishes.

Karl Jarvis

Inspiration taken from the 
Guide Walking St Hilda’s Way 
by Nancy and John Eckersley 
ISBN 978-0-9567890-2-0.
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Out of the Mouths of Babes
Pay special attention to the wording and spelling. If you know the bible, even a little, you’ll find this 
hilarious! It comes from a Caithness school test.

Children were asked questions about the old and new testaments. The following 25 statements about 
the bible were written by children. They have not been retouched or corrected and incorrect spelling has 
been left in.

1. In the first book of the bible, Guinness. 
god got tired of creating the world so 
he took the sabbath off.

2. Adam and eve were created from an apple 
tree. Noah’s wife was Joan of ark. Noah built 
and ark and the animals came on in pears.

3. Lots wife was a pillar of salt during the 
day, but a ball of fire during the night.

4. The jews were a proud people and 
throughout history they had trouble with 
unsympathetic genitals.

5. Sampson was a strongman who let 
himself be led astray by a Jezebel 
like Delilah.

6. Samson slayed the philistines with the axe of 
the apostles.

7. Moses led the jews to the red sea where 
they made unleavened bread, which is 
bread without any ingredients.

8. The egyptians were all drowned in the dessert. 
Afterwards, Moses went up to mount cyanide 
to get the ten commandments.

9. The first commandment was when Eve 
told Adam to eat the apple.

10. The seventh commandment is thou shalt not 
admit adultery.

11. Moses died before he ever reached 
canada then Joshua led the hebrews in 
the battle of geritol.

12. The greatest miricle in the bible is when Joshua 
told his son to stand still and he obeyed him.

13. David was a hebrew king who was 
skilled at playing the liar. He fought the 
Finkelsteins, a race of people who lived 
in biblical times.

14. Solomon, one of Davids sons, had 300 wives 
and 700 porcupines.

15. When Mary heard she was the mother 
of Jesus, she sang the magna carta.

16. When the three wise guys from the east side 
arrived they found Jesus in the manager.

17. Jesus was born because Mary had an 
immaculate contraption.

18. St. John the blacksmith dumped water on 
his head.

19. Jesus enunciated the golden rule, which 
says to do unto others before they do 
one to you. He also explained a man 
doth not live by sweat alone.

20. It was a miricle when Jesus rose from the 
dead and managed to get the tombstone off 
the entrance.

Sheila Newsome
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Image: Swaziland Schools Project
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Swaziland
For many years St Wilfrid’s has 
supported financially a school 
charity working in eSwatini 
(officially the Kingdom of 
Eswatini, and known as Swaziland 
until 2018) in southern Africa. 
Keith Fossey, who represents 
the charity in the UK, gave a 

presentation to the Parish via 
Zoom on the work of the charity 
and their projects on Tuesday 2nd 
March. The presentation, which 
included an opportunity for 
questions, took about an hour; 
in that time Keith covered a wide 
range of topics.

eSwatini is not a rich country – 
many people live in mud dwellings 
with reed or corrugated metal 
roofs. Further the country has 
been devastated by HIV; 35% of 
the women have HIV along with 
28% of the men. This has led 
to many children losing one or 
both of their parents. Education 
must be paid for by parents and 
although by UK standards the 
cost not great - £23/child/year for 
early years and £400/secondary 
school child/year – these are 
large sums for people to find. The 

fall out rate for children moving 
to secondary school is great.

A Canadian charity setup 
a ‘School Town’ to educate 
orphans in Havelock town 
on the northwest border of 
Swaziland. Located in the 
Highveld, it is the former site 

of one of the world’s largest 
asbestos mines. Asbestos was 
Swaziland’s economic mainstay 
until the 1950s. The Swaziland 
Schools Project exists to help 
young people living in Havelock 
receive an education through the 
provision of better facilities and 
bursaries. Based in Bedford the 
trustees take no salary and pay 
their own expenses at all times. 
Projects undertaken include the 
replacement of open ‘long drop’ 
toilets with private lavatories 
with running water. They have 
also built accommodation so that 
teachers – who are allocated to 
schools by the government – can 
live on-site.

Vocational training is also 
offered in areas such as farming, 
car mechanics and welding. As 
Keith noted the welders are 

paid to visit schools in order to 
refurbish furniture – the welders 
receive a wage and the school 
benefits from cheaper repairs.

Keith’s presentation has 
been recorded and uploaded 
to the parish YouTube account 
(BraytonParishSelby) where it 

may be viewed freely.
The charity desperately needs 

funds and we are encouraged to 
contribute if we can. For some 
years Lis Middup managed the 
‘Mbabane Globes’ and these are 
still available. However cash is 
becoming less important and 
bank transfers are now to be 
preferred. Lis has all of the details 
(01757 704414).

Thanks to Lis Middup for 
being our liaison with the 
charity and ensuring this 
presentation happened!

Revd. Pete Watson

& John Clarke
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The artist that I want to explore 
this month is Albrecht Dürer. 
Born in the latter part of the 
15th Century, Dürer came from 
Germany, and he  travelled 
widely to learn the skill 
of engraving and painting. 
He became one of the 
greatest engravers the 
world has ever seen, and 
is reputed to have been 
the first artist ever to 
produce a self-portrait.

The painting that I 
want to review is Christ 
as a Man of Sorrows. A 
small unsigned painting, 
only 30x19cm, oil on 
timber board, and made 
in 1493 - it depicts Christ 
before his tomb.

Christ has been 
flogged, scourged and 
crucified, and bleeding 
he holds the implements 
that were used to beat 
him – birch branches and 
a three knotted leather 
whip – with the crown of 
thorns on his head. With 
his head in his right hand, 
the same arm supported 
on his knee, he stares 
out of the frame, world 
weary and resigned to 
his fate. Dürer places 
Christ’s left arm on a low 
horizontal wall that runs along 
the bottom of the picture as 
a means of giving the painting 
depth. It is an extraordinarily well 
executed painting.

The Man of Sorrows was a very 
popular iconographical artistic 
theme in Northern Europe; based 
on the Old Testament reading 
Isaiah 53:1 to 5:

He is despised and rejected of 
men, a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief; and we hid 

as it were our faces from him; he 
was despised and we esteemed 
him not. [Isaiah 53:3]
But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for 

our iniquities: the chastisement 
of our peace was upon him, and 
by his stripes we are healed. 
[Isaiah 53:5]

Isaiah records mankind’s rejection 
of Christ, his abandonment during 
the Passion  and our failure to 
follow his example because of his 
apparent weakness. Look how he 
has been defeated, see how far 
he has fallen? Yet Christ suffered 
for our sins, and by this, we were 
healed. When seeing the painting 
Man of Sorrows viewers are 

called to remember Isaiah and 
that they participate personally in 
this rejection through their sins. 
This is not a weakness in Christ, 
but a weakness in ourselves. 

Hope and redemption 
is offered to all by and 
through the wounds 
of the Passion, which 
are always prominently 
displayed in this religious 
theme; hence the faithful 
are redeemed. 

Dürer’s interpretation 
stands out from all other 
examples of the genre 
for me because he has 
shown Christ show so 
beaten, worldly, and 
resigned. In this rendition 
he isn’t some sort of 
superman: his suffering 
has been hard to bear. 
He seems to asking from 
the painting, “How can 
my father have treated 
me thus?  I was sent from 
heaven to save mankind, 
and yet see how they 
have treated me. How 
ungrateful they are.”

A painting and subject 
worthy of contemplation.

John Clarke

As an aside, the Isaiah text also 
includes my favourite chorus 
from Handle’s Messiah, All we like 
sheep have gone astray. Superior 
in every way to that monotonous 
Hallelujah chorus bit at the end…

God in the Arts
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How Can We Approach New 
Ethical Issues?
Science tells us how the world 
works, and technology offers 
applications of that knowledge, 
but neither can tell us what 
we ought to do. All scientific 
discoveries or new technologies 
can be used to either help or 
harm others. For example, a 
smartphone can be used to stay 
in touch but also enables bullying.
It is important to get past our 

initial reactions: the ‘yuk!’ or 
‘wow!’ These feelings may well 
change once we learn more about 
the science and other factors 
behind a new development.

Ethical thinking can be divided 
into three main categories. The 
consequentialist approach is 
demonstrated in Proverbs, when 
Wisdom calls young men to 
consider the outcome of their 
actions. Utilitarianism is a form 
of consequentialist ethic that 
tries to maximise the greatest 
good for the largest number of 
people affected, but unchecked it 
leaves minorities out in the cold.
Duty or law-based ethics start 
with intrinsic values, asking what 

is the correct course of action, 
or our duty? These values might 
be God-given, such as the ten 
commandments, or worked out 
by human reason. It is possible, 
however, to do harm while 
obeying the law, especially if 
someone asks ‘What can I get 
away with?’ Also, what happens 
when rules collide? For example, 
who should be treated first when 
resources are limited?

Virtue ethics are about 

building character, growing in 
wisdom and the fruit of the 
Spirit. There are plenty of biblical 
principles to guide virtuous 
living, such as the idea that we 
are ‘made in the image of God’ 
which supports the value of every 
human life (e.g., Genesis 1:26–
27, Genesis 9:6, James 3:9–10), 
but the right decision can vary 
depending on circumstances.

So how can we make ethical 
decisions about new technologies? 
The five Cs bring together a 
number of different types of ethical 
thinking into a helpful framework 
for decision-making.

Clarify the facts and 
key questions.

Consider our choices: what 
could we achieve?

Constraints: External - what 
must we do? ; Internal - how 
should we behave?

Compare the pros and cons 
of each approach.

Choose what is best, with all 
parties in mind.
Finally, we have to recognise that 
the information available to us will 
change over time, our knowledge 
of God and His word will keep 

growing, and we cannot avoid 
making mistakes - so our ethical 
decisions will need to be revisited 
and revised from time to time.

Dr Ruth M
Bancewicz

Church Engagement 
Director at The 
Faraday Institute for 
Science and Religion 
in Cambridge

God in the Sciences
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It is a year since the Parish 
Hall was closed owing to the 
outbreak of the Corona Virus. I 
am writing this update to let you 
know of the work that is going on 
in preparation for its reopening. 
A year on, optimism has begun 
to grow owing to the increasingly 
satisfactory news of the national 
and local situation and it may be 
possible to open the Hall at some 
stage of the summer.
The changes we are making.
You may already have read my 
notes printed in the January 
edition of ‘Connected’ which 
relates how we aim to make the 
Hall safer for use post Covid.

It explains how we have needed 
to raise funds to complete various 
tasks that we feel are essential to 
the reopening of the Hall. For 
each part of the project, funding 
has had to be found. I’m very 
pleased to confirm that funds for 
the replacement of the floors in 
the main room and the entrance 
lobby and for buying new chairs 
have already been provided by 
North Yorkshire County Council. 
The flooring has been completed 
by Selby Carpets last month and 
replacement chairs have been 
delivered. Both floor and chairs 
will be much more easily cleaned 
than previously,

Our plans to provide improved 
lighting are developing well. Using 
local sources, the aim is to install 
more efficient light fittings in the 
main room. They will provide 
better illumination and be 
cheaper to run. Freestanding lamp 
stands, used to supplement the 
ceiling lights have been removed 
from the room. The cost of the 
new fittings and installation has 
been given to us by Brayton 
Parish Council.
We are especially grateful to both 

councils who continue to support 
the people of the Parish by 
providing funds for our projects.
Storage issues in the Hall.
We are tackling the long-term 
issue of storage in the Hall. It 
is essential that we provide a 
hygienically sound environment in 
which to meet. This boils down 
to having a really tidy main room 
and kitchen with equipment 
stored inside cupboards. It 
will give us the chance to clean 

surfaces regularly. We will have a 
dual approach to this.

1. Additional storage space is 
being planned and discussed by 
the Hall Committee. There are 
spaces in the main room which will 
take cupboards without having a 
detrimental effect on appearance. 
Attention is also being given to 
the storage of larger equipment 
that presently fill the store room 
so that its space can be most 
effectively used.

2. User groups will be invited, 
later this spring, to come to the 
Hall in order to sort through 
their stored equipment. We will 
ask that each group can take 
this opportunity to rationalise 
its storage need and, if practical, 
reduce the amount they have.

We are still in need of funds 

to supply extra storage facility. 
We are following two courses of 
action in search of this. Firstly, 
we are appealing to groups and 
individuals to help us raise this 
money. We estimate this will 
come to £2000. Please will you 
consider the possibility of making 
a contribution. It may be sent to 
our Treasurer, Pat Griffiths and 
will be gratefully received. (Please 
talk to Pat on 01757 705793 about 
ways in which a contribution can 

be made.)
Seeking Grants from 
Charities and Businesses.
We are also looking to raise 
funds that will help us continue 
to extend the facilities offered to 
people when they use the Hall. 
These include:

1. The construction of a second 
pathway from the fire exit door to 
ease egress from the building. We 
have discovered that permission 
from the York Diocese is needed 
before we can go ahead with 
this part of the plan. Plans will 
be presented to the Church 
Authorities this spring with the 
anticipation that work could be 
completed before the winter.

2. Alterations to the kitchen. 
These plans were uppermost in 
our minds a year ago but have had 

St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall Update
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to take a lower priority recently. 
We will look again at this soon.

There are charities and 
businesses that support initiatives 
like the ones we are planning to 
develop. Access to them is not 
complicated but requires the 
completion of application forms. 
AND all applications require 
supporting evidence.

You can help enormously 
by supplying a written letter 
to our Committee. It would 
best be seen as an account of 
the things you do whilst you 
are using the Hall.

Please will you consider doing 
this for us as we prepare to seek 
the funds we need to complete 

these tasks. We will keep you 
informed of our progress. Please 
send anything you can to me by 
email (karljarvis40@gmail.com) 
or by post (18 Holly Tree Way, 
Brayton, YO8 9SS)
Re-opening the Hall.
This will be done as soon as we 
feel the Hall is a safe place for 
groups to meet. We hope that 
date is not too far away now and 
we are busy making preparations. 
There may be a limit in numbers 
permitted to use the Hall but 
we are not able to calculate this 
until up-to-date advice is given 
by both the Government and the 
York Diocese.

We do reassure you that we 

will have done everything we 
can to make the Hall as safe and 
welcoming as possible by the time 
we reopen.
In Conclusion.
Thank you for reading the news 
we have sent you. St Wilfrid’s 
Parish Hall has stood silent for 
a year now. We are looking 
forward with enthusiasm to its 
reopening and the resumption of 
the splendid community activities 
that all the groups provide for the 
people of Brayton and district.

Karl Jarvis
Parish Hall Manager

Question: Who Did the Zoom Quiz? We Did!
St Wilfrid’s held a virtual quiz 

by Zoom on the evening of 12th 
March. Attended by a good 
many contestants, the question 
master Rebecca Shelbourn kept 
everyone in check. 

The stacked Zoom format 
made the contestants look like 
the worse episode of ‘Celebrity 
Squares’ ever. Also we were 
asked to mute our accounts as 
the questions were posed, which 
was lucky since it masked the um-
ing, ah-ing, and at times sobbing, 
that could be heard in the Clarke 
household. Alas our success rate 
in answering the questions was 
not great! Once responsible for 
the Ribblehead Viaduct I had 
forgotten that it had 24 spans; 
my optimism that this one was ‘in 
the bag’ was somewhat misplaced 
since I remembered only 22 spans.

We were also asked “how 
many Books are there in the 

Bible?” which had been asked at a 
recent Beer & Banter Quiz giving 
me the chance to get the answer 
wrong twice in a fortnight!

The night saw the Nutters 
triumphant - congratulations to 
them! In total £415 was raised for 
the Tower Fund.

A massive thanks to Pat Jarvis 

for setting up the evening and of 
course to Rebecca for setting and 
asking such brilliant questions.

John Clarke
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Have you ever thought that 
you would like to play a more 
prominent role in the life of your 
church? Do you wonder why and 
how matters are arranged to 
support the Clergy? Would you 
like to make a difference? Then, 
dear reader, read on...

 It’s a hundred years since parish 
churches gained the power to 
run their own affairs, separately 
from what we now regard as 
local government.

The religious affairs of a parish, 
as well as its secular business 
had been controlled by a single 
committee, which met in the 
church and was known as the 
‘Vestry’. Then, in 1894, Parish 
Councils were formed to deal 
with secular matters; the Vestry 
continued to oversee church 
affairs until 1921, when Parochial 
Church Councils (PCC) were 
established. People still get 
confused by the two.

Churchwardens have been 
around since the 13th Century 
and legally ‘own’ the movable 
contents of the church. They 
are meant to maintain order in 
the church and churchyard, with 
the assistance of their staves, if 
necessary. In the event of serious 
disorder today, a mobile phone 
might be a safer instrument, with 
staves reserved for ceremonial 
occasions! Churchwardens are 
now chosen by parishioners, 
though the Incumbent (i.e. Vicar 
or Rector) has a limited right 
of veto.

Today, anyone on the Electoral 
Roll of the church (sorry, this 
is another confusion, for the 
secular Electoral Roll is entirely 
separate) can attend the Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting, which 
elects the PCC. The Incumbent 
is an ex officio member, as 
are other licensed clergy and 
Churchwardens, members of 

the Deanery Synod, plus any 
member of the Diocesan Synod 
and General Synod who lives in 
the parish or is on the Roll. The 
Incumbent chairs the PCC, which 
elects a Vice-Chair and appoints a 
Standing Committee to transact 
business between meetings.

The purpose of a PCC, is 
to consult together with the 
incumbent clergy “on matters of 
general concern and importance 
to the parish”.

Inevitably, money and building 
maintenance take up a lot of 
room on the Agenda, though we 
all know they are less important 
than mission. It’s a real challenge 
for every PCC member to pray 
for non-churchgoing parishioners 
and to find imaginative ways of 
introducing them to Christ and 
His Church.

St Wilfrid’s is currently looking 
for PCC members to join their 
ranks from 25th April. If you 
would like to be considered why 
not send an  email to Revd. Pete 
(pete.d.watson@outlook.com) 
or give him a call (01757 704707). 
You will be most welcome!

If you’ve read this far and are a 
member of your PCC, or would 
like to join - congratulations - you 
are a hundred years old this year!

John Clarke
(With help from Parish Pump)

100 years of the PCC

Join the PCC!
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St Wilfrid’s Notices
Services Reopening from April

Dear All

Given the improving Covid context we find ourselves in, both in terms of falling infections and 
vaccine roll out, both the church councils (PCC at St Wilfrid’s & ECC at St Francis) have agreed to 
re-open both church buildings and resume our Covid pattern of worship as of Easter Sunday. This is 
good news!
The arrangements are:
1. 9.30am said Communions: 1st, 3rd & 4th Sundays at St Wilfrid’s, 2nd Sunday at St Francis
2. Thursdays 10am said Communions at St Francis
3. In addition, the following services will take place in Holy Week and at Easter:

a. Maundy Thursday 7.30pm said Communion (no feet washing):
b. Revd. Pete will take the service at St Wilfrid’s
c. Revd. Roy Shaw has kindly agreed to take the service at St Francis.

4. Easter Day:
a. 9.30am said Communion service at St Wilfrid’s with me (Pete)
b. 10.30am said Communion service at St Francis, which Paul Finlinson has kindly agreed 

to take.

Important Notice:
We will be operating a first come first served booking system for the 9.30am Easter Day service at 
St Wilfrid’s. If you would like to attend, please contact Pat Jarvis as soon as possible at:
 patjarvis69@gmail.com or on 01757 708 881
Revd. Pete will still lead a YouTube service at 10.30am on Easter Day and will continue doing so 
until complete “normal service” resumes - September or beyond?!

Thank you very much, folks. Blessings

Revd. Pete - and for Revd. Christine also

Children’s Society Boxes

Due to Covid 19, the Children’s Society has suspended box emptying for the present time. They 
will inform me of a new opening date when staff are back in the office and can process payments as 
usual. I will let you know when I have this information, until then please continue to use your box in 
the normal way. Thank you for your continuing generosity.

Lynn Allan, Children’s Society representative.

Dog Bowl!

A massive thanks to whoever replaced the animal water bowl in the churchyard. The old bowl was 
broken by the very cold weather and it left the doggie friends gasping as the sun came out again! 
Mrs Miggins, and her dog Quince, both say “Thank you!”

Jill Clarke
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Thursday 1st

7:30pm Maundy Thursday Said Holy 
Communion in St Francis

Sunday 4th Easter Sunday
10:30am Said Holy Communion in St 
Francis

Thursday 8th

10:00am Said Holy Communion in St 
Francis

Sunday 11th

9:30am Said Holy Communion in St 
Francis

Thursday 15th

10:00am Said Holy Communion in St 
Francis

Thursday 22nd

10:00am Said Holy Communion in St 
Francis

Thursday 29th

10:00am Said Holy Communion in St 
Francis

Thursday 1st Maundy Thursday
7:30pm Said Holy Communion in St 
Wilfrid’s

Sunday 4th Easter Sunday *
9:30am Said Holy Communion in St 
Wilfrid’s

10:30am Holy Communion via Youtube
5:00pm Inspire via Zoom
Wednesday 7th

9:30am Morning Prayer via Zoom
Sunday 11th

9:30am Said Holy Communion in St 
Francis

10:30am Family Holy Communion via 
Youtube

Wednesday 14th

9:30am Morning Prayer via Zoom
Sunday 18th

9:30am Said Holy Communion in St 
Wilfrid’s

10:30am Celtic Communion via 
Youtube

Wednesday 21st

9:30am Morning Prayer via Zoom
Sunday 25th

9:30am Said Holy Communion in St 
Wilfrid’s

10:30am Holy Communion via Youtube
Wednesday 28th

9:30am Morning Prayer via Zoom

* St Wilfrid’s will be operating 
a first come first served booking 
system for the 9.30am Easter 
Day service. If you would like to 
attend, please contact Pat Jarvis 
as soon as possible:
patjarvis69@gmail.com
01757 708 881
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Brayton
Sunday 4th (Easter Sunday)
8:30am Easter Communion Service
10:30am Easter Morning Worship
Sunday 11th

10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 18th

10:30am Morning Worship with Holy 
Communion

Sunday 25th

10:30am Morning Worship
Burn
Sunday 4th (Easter Sunday)
10:00am Easter Morning Worship
Sunday 11th

10:00am Morning Worship
Sunday 18th

10:00am Morning Worship with Holy 
Communion

Sunday 25th

10:30am United Morning Worship @ 
Hambleton

St Wilfrid’s St Francis Methodists

Service Roster
You are more than welcome to join us in any 
of the Services in April below
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Stations of the Cross

Brayton and Burn Methodist Ministers
Revd. Philip Macdonald 1 Olive Grove, Goole, DN14 5AD philipmacdonald@tiscali.co.uk (01405 765154)
Revd. Peter Barnett 5 Lynwith Close, Carlton, Goole, DN14 5RR revpb@revpb.karoo.co.uk (01405 869701)

Methodist Clergy

We offer our love and sympathy to the relatives of:
24th March
Colin James Price (75) at St Wilfrid’s

Funerals

The Church floodlights will be illuminated on:
9th April
In loving birthday memory of Ralph Ellis
21st April
In Loving Memory of John Leedham
25th April
In loving birthday memory of May Parry

Floodlights

From the Parish Registers

If you would like the church illuminated to celebrate a birth, baptism, birthday marriage, 
anniversary, or the life of a loved one please contact Pat Griffiths on 01757 705793
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St Wilfrid’s, Clergy & Officers
Clergy
Revd. Pete Watson The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton, YO8 9HE (01757 704707)
Revd. Rodger Place  rodgerplace17@gmail.com
Revd. Roy Shaw revroyshaw@protonmail.com
Revd. Paul Finlinson p.finlinson@outlook.com
MULTIPLY 20s-40s Leader
Revd. Rob Suekarran rpsuekarran@gmail.com  (07901 359208)
Reader
Jackie Jackman porgles.pogs@icloud.com  (01757 706475)
Church Warden
Pat Jarvis churchwarden@stwilfridsparish.com  (01757 708881)
Ministry Team
Mel Allan  (01757 706068)
Lynn Allan (01757 706068)
Sue Beevers  (01757 229515)
Pat Griffiths  (01757 705793)
Joan Howden  (01757 700942)
Sheila Newsome  (01757 705497)
Claire Nutt (01757 712206)
Carol Sowden (01757 703590)
Gordon Tute  (01757 707123)
Sacristan
Sheila Newsome  (01757 705497)
Officers
PCC Secretary
Ruth Breeze  (01757 701911)
 ruthie5611@hotmail.com
 

Treasurer
Jill Clarke  (01757 708646)
Electoral Roll Officer
Margaret Seager (07840 817005)
Junior Church
Martha Harrold  (01757 291254)
Friday Fun Club
Cathy Rodgers  (01757 704303)
Parish Safeguarding Representative
Cathy Rodgers  (01757 704303)
Craft Group
Linda Crackles  (01757 704944)
Mothers Union
Lynn Allan (01757 706068)
Book Club
Rosalind Wilson

Officers
ECC Secretary
Jan Tetley (01757 707987)
 tetleyjan@gmail.com
Treasurer
Reginold George regi-george@hotmail.co.uk
Electoral Roll Officer
Shirley Croft  (01757 707380)

Child Protection Representative
Jan Tetley (01757 707987)
 tetleyjan@gmail.com
Church Coordinator
Shirley Croft (01757 707380)
Rosemary Finlinson

Clergy. Thorpe Willoughby Methodist/Anglican Church
Revd. Christine Gillespie 24 Tomlinson Way, Sherburn in Elmet LS25 6EQ gillespiec39@gmail.com (01977 682695)
Revd. Pete Watson The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton, YO8 9HE (01757 704707)
Revd. Rodger Place  rodgerplace17@gmail.com
Revd. Roy Shaw revroyshaw@protonmail.com
Revd. Paul Finlinson p.finlinson@outlook.com
(The Revds. Rodger Place, Roy Shaw, and Paul Finlinson have the Archbishop’s permission to officiate and we are very grateful for their help in the parish)

Reader
Jackie Jackman (01757 706475)  porgles.pogs@icloud.com

St Francis’ Clergy & Officers
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When We Were Very Young
Two different subjects taken 
from Tony Williams’ picture 
archive this month. 
The top four pictures are of 
a  confirmation service held in 

St Wilfrid’s on Sunday 11th June 
2004, in which Bishop Martin 
Wallace presided. The Rector at 
that time was of course David 
Reynolds. The bottom set of 

pictures shows a children’s 
concert in Brayton Infants 
School, dated 16th June 2007. 
How splendid the children look 
in their red tabards!





 Homemade Afternoon Tea 
delivered to your door.  

Raising money for PURE water 
filters for Gambia 
Available 27th March – 11th April 21 

According to UNICEF, because of contaminated water: 
Every minute 1 new-born baby dies 
Every 2 minutes diarrhoea kills a child under 5 
 
We are raising money for 250 clean water filters for families in rural Gambia, removing over 
1000 people from water poverty.  As part of a team with Amoreurope, we will visit the 
families in Gambia this October to; 
* Take & install the filters 
* Provide training in their sustainable use, each filter will last for over 10 years 
* Deliver sanitation & hygiene awareness. 
https://www.amoreurope.org/pure-water-filter-projects 

1 filter kit costs £25, so please help us by raising money for these filters.  Remember, one 
filter removes a whole family out of water poverty for 10 years! 

Order your afternoon tea using the order form below and please give what you can.  If 
you're a UK tax payer, please Gift-Aid your donation.  

Please use this link to make your donation. https://gofund.me/a5522da3 

Please email the order form below to evie.j.watson@gmail.com (or contact Rev Pete) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                                             
Order form:  

Date tea required:………………………………………………………………………… 

Number of teas: ………………………………….. 
 
Any dietary requirements/allergies………………………………………………………….. 
 
Contact details:………………………………………………………………………….  

Delivery address……………………………………………………………………….. 

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR SUPPORT.   Evie and Molly Watson :) 


