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WE HAVE HEARD  David Clowes (adapted) 
The bible says: “Come close to God, 
and God will come close to you.”  
James 4:8 
 

Lord, we have heard of all that you 
 have done 
in and through the lives of your people 
down the centuries and across the 
 world. 
You have touched and changed 
 people’s whole way of living; 
you have made people new. 
We have come to worship you, to be 
 changed by you, 
to become the people you always 
 meant us to be. 
Let it happen, Lord, 
even though we are afraid of change 
and resist any alteration of our way of 
 life. 
Challenge us and change us 
and fill us with such an awareness of 
 you and your presence 
that nothing, not even our own hearts 
 and lives, 
can ever be the same again. 
Amen. 
 
1ST SONG – PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE 

ALMIGHTY  
Joachim Neander, tr. Catherine Winkworth  

Praise to the Lord, the almighty, 
The king of creation! 
O my soul, praise him, 

For he is thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear, 
Now to his temple draw near, 
Join me in glad adoration. 
 

Praise to the Lord, who o’er things 
So wondrously reigneth; 
Shelters thee under his wings, 
Yes so gently sustaineth. 
Hast thou not seen  
How all thy longings have been 
Granted in what he ordaineth. 
 

Praise to the Lord, who doth 
Prosper thy work and defend thee; 
Surely his goodness and mercy 
Here daily attend thee. 
Ponder anew, what the almighty can 
 do, 
If with his love he befriend thee. 
 

Praise to the Lord - O let 
All that is in me adore him! 
All that hath life and breath 
Come now with praises before him! 
Let the ‘Amen!’ sound from his people 
 again  
Gladly for aye, we adore him. 
 
CONFESSION David Clowes & Common Worship  

Heavenly Father, I know that I must 
 come to you just as I am. 
But I also know that I cannot go away 
 just as I came. 
Again and again I have known failure 
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in my life, in my choices, in my 
 attitudes, in my relationships 
and in the way I treat others. 
I have known failure 
in the way I misuse my own body, in 
 my home, and in your world. 
Lord, I have tried to be honest and 
 open 
as I have confessed all these defeats 
 to you. 
In your extravagant love, you have 
 forgiven me. 
Yet I know, Lord, simply to be forgiven 
 is not enough. 
For unless I am changed, made new, 
I shall do all these same things again. 
So, Lord, I acknowledge my total 
 dependence on you. 
I pray, make me into the person you 
 meant me to be from the very 
 beginning, 
that I might, even now, 
find the purpose for which you gave 
 me life. 
I ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, 
the one who makes all things new.   
Amen. 
 

May the almighty and merciful Lord 
grant you pardon and forgiveness for 
 all your sins, 
time for amendment of life, 
and the grace and strength of the Holy 
 Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
2ND SONG – LORD HAVE MERCY 
Marc Willerton & Jordan Kauflin 

O God, we come before Your throne 
And in our weakness we confess 
We go astray and sin each day 
We cast ourselves upon Your grace 
O Lord, have mercy on us 
Sinners in need of grace 

Forgive us our transgressions 
And lead us in Your righteous ways 
God, lead us in Your righteous ways 
 

The blood You shed has paid our debts 
Jesus, You’ve washed our sins away 
We trust Your grace, believe by faith 
In You we have all righteousness 
O Lord, You’ve shown us mercy 
Sinners are washed as saints 
You’ve shown Your loving-kindness 
Sons of disgrace are righteous made 
Sons of disgrace are righteous made 
 

We fix our eyes on You, our prize 
Jesus, the Author of our faith 
Till You return or bring us home 
You strengthen us to run the race 
O Lord, forever faithful 
All glory to Your Name! 
We have no other Saviour 
Our great Redeemer, God and King 
Jesus, Redeemer, God and King 
 
LOVE BADE ME WELCOM  George Herbert 
 (from Tim Chester’s book ‘An Ocean of Grace’) 

“Come all you who are thirsty, come to 
the waters; and you who have no 
money, come, buy and eat!  Come, buy 
wine and milk without money and 
without cost.”  Isaiah 55:1 
 

The cross is an invitation to come 
home to God.  The penalty of sin has 
been paid at the cross.  The prophet 
Isaiah invites us to a meal. It’s a picture 
of finding satisfaction in God.  There is 
no price because the price has been 
paid by Christ.  George Herbert 
poetically reminds us in The Agony of 
the enormity of human sin and the 
enormity of God’s love in Christ 
revealed in the cross. In the second 
poem, Love, Herbert pictures God, 
personified as Love, gently persuading 
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us to come and enjoy the banquet and 
its finest wine.  (Christ himself gave us 
the wine of Holy Communion as an 
image of his blood, shed at the cross.  
The word Abroach in The Agony means 
‘to pierce in order to release liquid.’)       
 

The Agony 

Philosophers have measured mountains, 
fathomed the depth of the seas, of 
 states, and kings, 
walked with a staff to heaven, and 
 traced fountains: 
but there are two vast, spacious things, 
the which to measure it doth more 
 behove: 
yet few there are that sound them:  
 Sin and Love. 
 

Who would know Sin, let him repair 
unto mount Olivet: there shall he see 
a man so wrung with pains, that all his 
 hair, 
his skin, his garments bloody be. 
Sin is that press and vice, which 
 forceth pain 
to hunt his cruel food through every 
 vein. 
 

Who knows not Love, let him assay 
and taste that justice, which the cross 
 a pike 
did set again abroach, then let him say 
if ever did he taste the like. 
Love is that liquor sweet and most 
 divine, 
which my God feels as blood; but I as 
 wine. 
                             - o – 
Love 

Love bade me welcome.  Yet my soul 
 drew back, 
  guilty of dust and sin. 
 

Back quick-eyed Love, observing me 
 grow slack 
  from my first entrance in, 
drew nearer to me, sweetly 
 questioning, 
  If I lacked anything. 
 

“A guest,” I answered, “worthy to be 
 here”. 
  Love said, “You shall be he”. 
“I, the unkind, ungrateful?  Ah my 
 dear, 
  I cannot look on thee.” 
Love took my hand, and smiling did 
 reply, 
  “Who made the eyes, but I?” 
 

“Truth Lord, but I have marred them: 
 let my shame 
  go where it doth deserve.” 
“And know you not,” says Love, “who 
 bore the blame?” 
  “My dear, then I will serve.” 
“You must sit down.” says Love, “and 
 taste my meat”. 
  So I did sit and eat. 
 
3RD SONG – GRACE AWAITING ME 
Philip Percival & Simone Richardson 

I will see the world to come 
For one has suffered in my place 
Now there is grace awaiting me, 
 awaiting me. 
Judgement's done, atonement's made 
The ransom's paid, no guilt remains 
Now there is grace awaiting me, 
awaiting me! 
 

Grace - a welcome from the Father. 

Grace - forgiveness full and free. 

Grace - that's greater than our failings, 

Oh there is grace awaiting me. 
 

I take comfort in the hope 
Of the thief upon the cross 
For I am worthy of as little love as he. 
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Like this man, I won't despair 
For life's ahead, what joy we'll share 
Now there is grace awaiting me, 
awaiting me! 
 

Grace - a welcome… 
 

Jesus you have loved and bought me 
By your death my debts are paid 
I am yours, I stand beside you 
Fearless face the coming day. 
 

I will see the world to come 
Despite the sin that I have done 
For there is grace awaiting me, 
 awaiting me. 
All who call upon the Lord 
Will rise to life with peace assured 
For there is grace awaiting me, 
awaiting me. 
 

Grace - a welcome… 

 
BIBLE PASSAGE  Mark 10:1-12 

Read by Howard Perrin 
1 Jesus then left that place and went 
into the region of Judea and across the 
Jordan. Again crowds of people came 
to him, and as was his custom, he 
taught them. 
 

2 Some Pharisees came and tested him 
by asking, ‘Is it lawful for a man to 
divorce his wife?’ 
 

3 ‘What did Moses command you?’ he 
replied. 
 

4 They said, ‘Moses permitted a man to 
write a certificate of divorce and send 
her away.’ 
 

5 ‘It was because your hearts were 
hard that Moses wrote you this law,’ 
Jesus replied. 6 ‘But at the beginning of 
creation God “made them male and 
female”. 7 “For this reason a man will 
leave his father and mother and be 

united to his wife, 8 and the two will 
become one flesh.” So they are no 
longer two, but one flesh. 9 Therefore 
what God has joined together, let no 
one separate.’ 
 

10 When they were in the house again, 
the disciples asked Jesus about this. 
11 He answered, ‘Anyone who divorces 
his wife and marries another woman 
commits adultery against her. 12 And if 
she divorces her husband and marries 
another man, she commits adultery.’ 
 
A SACRED RELATIONSHIP  John Welsby 

 
4TH SONG – O LORD, MY ROCK AND MY 

REDEEMER  Nathan Stiff 

O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer 
Greatest treasure of my longing soul, 
My God, like You there is no other. 
True delight is found in You alone. 
Your grace, a well too deep to fathom 
Your love exceeds the heavens’ reach 
Your truth, a fount of perfect wisdom 
My highest good and my unending 
 need. 
 

O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer 
Strong defender of my weary heart. 
My sword to fight the cruel deceiver 
And my shield against his hateful darts. 
My song when enemies surround me 
My hope when tides of sorrow rise 
My joy when trials are abounding 
Your faithfulness, my refuge in the 
 night. 
 

O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer 
Gracious Saviour of my ruined life. 
My guilt and cross laid on Your 
 shoulders. 
In my place You suffered bled and died 
You rose, the grave and death are 
 conquered. 
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You broke my bonds of sin and shame 
O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer 
May all my days bring glory to Your 
Name. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERSESSION 
Led by Bob and Sally Churn 

 
COLLECT ASB 

Lord God Almighty, 
grant your people grace 
to withstand the temptations 
of the world, the flesh, and the devil, 
and with pure hearts and minds 
to follow you, the only God; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Common Worship 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
5TH SONG – MAY THE MIND OF CHRIST 
Katie Barclay Wilkinson & Scott Williams 

May the mind of Christ my Saviour 
Live in me from day to day, 
By His love and power controlling 
All I do and say. 
 

May the Word of God dwell richly 
In my heart from hour to hour, 
So that all may see I triumph 
Only through His power. 
 

 

May the peace of God my Father 
Rule my life in everything, 
That I may be calm to comfort 
Sick and sorrowing. 
 

May the love of Jesus fill me, 
As the waters fill the sea; 
Him exalting, self-abasing, 
This is victory. 
 

Let my mind be pleasing to you 

Let my life bring glory to your Name 

Bring glory to your Name 
 

May I run the race before me, 
Strong and brave to face the foe, 
Looking only unto Jesus 
As I onward go. 
 

May His beauty rest upon me 
As I seek the lost you win 
And may they forgive the channel 
Seeing only Him. 
 

Let my mind… (x2) 
 

Let it bring glory to your name 

Bring glory to your name. 

 
BLESSING  Nick Aiken & Alan Elkins 
Lord Jesus, you gave up all to be one 
 with us: 
include us in your circle of love; 
so may the blessings of God, Father, 
 Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be upon us and remain with us, 
now and for ever.  Amen 



Prayer topics & News for the week 
If you would like the vicar to pray with you on the phone, call him on 01902 827214; or alternatively you 
can place a prayer request on our ‘Prayer Chain’ by phoning Brian on 01902 788017.  He will have several 
people pray, in confidence, for your request. 

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, 
and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go. 

Joshua 1:9 

The World 
 Global health – pray for the WHO’s Covax vaccine distribution to reach all countries in need. Pray for 

the countries suffering high death rates and/or lack of medical resources, pray for those who are 
mourning loved ones. 

 Return to school – pray for our schools, teachers & pupils for their safety, for their progress, for their 
mental well-being and that they will thrive over the coming months. 

 Employment & training opportunities – pray for the economy to pick up as businesses restart; pray 
for those unemployed or on furlough to have work. Pray for our young people looking to work, pray 
for them to be strong and not discouraged. 

St Jude’s Church 
 Reflect on: marriage relationships described by Jesus; God’s purpose and expectations for marriage; 

and also what it points us towards (Ephesians 5:29-32), No one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes 

and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of 

His bones.  “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the 

two shall become one flesh.”  This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 
How can you uphold honouring marriage, and why might it call for ‘carrying your own cross’ (Mark 
8:34-35) to do this?  

 We pray for families grieving the loss of loved ones in this time of restriction, and in particular pray 
for the families of Reginald Nesbeth (Phil took his funeral on Friday). 

 As we begin to come out of lockdown with pupils returning to schools let us pray:  Lord, we pray that 

you might continue to sustain us in all that you have given us. Especially we pray for those involved in 

education and training. As our schools continue their important work please keep teachers and 

students safe, and help them to care for each other. We pray for those who are facing critical points 

in their education, and ask for a diligence in study that is surrounded at every point by a calm 

confidence in you and your provision. Amen 

 Pray for those you know suffering in body or soul:  Lord I pray for…  even though they are going 

through the valley of the shadow of death, keep them from fear, keep them from evil, be with them; 

and comfort them.  Amen. (Psalm 23:4)  

Our Mission Partners – Pulse Ministries  Updated requests for prayer 
 Easter Explored online event is currently being filmed, pray for an amazing response. 
 Ignite Kids is going well but needs prayer for a team to join us in creating video content.  
 Youth videos  - this is an exciting opportunity for Pulse, please pray it works out successfully. 
 Pray for wisdom for us and our trustees in moving forwards as we look at ways to adapt. 
 Health – Pray for Pete as he has 2 slipped discs in his back which have flared up. 

CONTACTING ST JUDE’S 
Vicar (day off – Friday) 
Church Wardens 
 
Occasional Minister 
Children 
Parish Office 

Rev Philip Robertson 
James Sturgeon 
Pradip Sudra 
Rev Ivor Saunders 
Nicky Robertson 
CLOSED 

827214 
269743 
334257 
751162 
827214 
 

philipsrobertson@virginmedia.com 
jmmsturgeon@gmail.com 
pradipsudra@gmail.com 
ivor.john@outlook.com 
nicky_is@hotmail.com 
 

Our building is shut (Worship with us online at YouTube / Facebook Group / Website) 
St Jude’s Church, c/o The Vicarage 21A St Jude’s Road, Wolverhampton, WV6 0EB 

YouTube Channel: St Jude’s Church Wolverhampton      Facebook.com/ St Judes Church Community 
Website:  www.achurchnearyou.com/wolverhampton-st-judes 


