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No.445

MARCH 2021
Parish Contacts
The Rural Dean
Revd. Rosamund Seal

01406 424989
rosamund.seal@btinternet.com

Authorised Lay Ministers
Mr. David Smith

01406 363388

Deanery administrator – Caz Dennis – 01406 423460
EEdeanery@lincoln.anglican.org
(Office hours Monday – Thursday 9.00-1.00)
For all enquiries about Baptisms, Weddings and funerals
Churchwardens:
Fleet
For any enquiries contact: PCC Secretary, Gill Graper 01406 423803

Holbeach Hurn
Mr. David Baker
Mrs. Kay Jenkinson

01406 362420
01406 424428

Gedney
Mr. William Webb
Mrs. Jill Duffey

01406 363673
01406 365586

Holbeach St. Marks
Doris Johnson
Nick Worth

01406 701250
01406 701459
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Useful Community Contacts

The Pilgrim Hospital

01205 364 801

Queen Elizabeth Hospital

01553 613 613

Holbeach Hospital

01406 422 283

Johnson Community Hospital Spalding..

01775 652 000

Peterborough City Hospital

01733 678000

Long Sutton Medical Centre

01406 362 081

Boots Chemist Long Sutton

01406 362 331

Samaritans

116 123

National Rail Enquiries

0845 748 495

Registrar Long Sutton

01522 782 244

Sir John Hayes

01775 711 534

NHS Direct

0845 46 47

Cllr Nick Worth

07866 415688

South Holland Parish Volunteer Car Service

(Mon - Fri 09:00 - 12:00 / 13:00 - 16:30) Call Sharon:
01406 366820 or 07834 634336

3

MAGAZINE EDITOR: MARK ELSOM
m4rke44@hotmail.com

Copy for the magazine should be with Mark
by 18th of the previous month, marked Mid
Elloe Magazine.

ADVERTISING EDITOR: GILL GRAPER
gill.graper@googlemail.com
01406 423803

It is hoped to produce a magazine
each month which will go on the
website and be emailed to as
many people as possible. We
hope you will understand that in
these difficult times it may not
always appear at the beginning of
a month and the content will be
reduced. People who wish to
submit items should still do so by
18th of the previous month.

For all enquiries about Baptisms,
Weddings and Funerals please contact the Deanery Administrator, Caz
Dennis, on 01406 423460 (office
hours Mon- Thurs 9.00-1.00)
For urgent pastoral issues please
contact the Rural Dean – Rosamund
Seal – 01406 424989
For all other enquiries please contact
the churchwardens - details are in the
Mid Elloe Community magazine.
SEE US ON THE WEB
The Magazine and details of services will be put on the new church website
every month so please do check there for details of what is going on in your
Parish and in the Benefice.
Fleet:

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14562/

Gedney:

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14564/

Holbeach Hurn:

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14569/

Holbeach St Marks:

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14564/
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A Homily for the season of Lent – taken from material on the Diocese of Lincoln
website
The Temptation of Jesus in the wilderness is always the Gospel reading for the first
Sunday of Lent, which this year was on 21st February. It marks the turning point in
Jesus’ ministry, where immediately after his baptism and receiving of the Holy Spirit,
he enters the desert. The accounts from Matthew and Luke provide captivating detail whereas Mark is, as usual, abruptly short delivering only two brief verses. Nonetheless, perhaps this year, Mark’s two sentences may have greater resonance and
applicability to us in our current circumstance.
Whilst Matthew and Luke tell us Jesus was ‘led’ by the Spirit into the wilderness,
Mark declares ‘… the Spirit immediately drove him out…’ giving us a sense that this
was an urgent and seemingly compulsory requirement. For it is only through being
physically separated from everything he was familiar with and loved, everything he
might have controlled and depended on thus far in his life before his 40-days and
nights of fasting and tempting by Satan, that Jesus could discover what he was for,
what and who he could depend on and what would define him and his future ministry and mission.
Does that situation sound familiar? A little under one year ago, COVID-19 drove our
country unexpectedly and urgently into a compulsory national lockdown. Its wideranging implications spanned every generation from schoolchildren to pensioner.
Immediately, we found ourselves physically separated from family and loved ones.
Freedom to travel, ready access to shops or the NHS for routine treatment, our jobs,
livelihoods and hoped for careers/University and more – all things we thought we
could control and depend on, were now out of reach or even lost. The restrictions
have since wavered of course, up to the point of our current lockdown status, but
for countless people this period has given rise to anxiety, fear, loneliness, poverty,
etc posing us the same questions Jesus faced: What are you for? What and who can
you depend on? Where do you get your self-definition?
The Gospels of Matthew and Luke suggest that in part, Jesus drew on Old Testament
scriptures to help guide him to some of the answers during his Temptation by the
devil. In the same way, we have Jesus’ example and teachings in the gospels and the
New Testament witness of the early church to help guide us. Elsewhere, only Mark’s
gospel tells us Jesus was with the wild beasts.
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Possibly to highlight Jesus’ vulnerability in the wilderness but perhaps, also to remind us that we are but one part of God’s wonderful creation for which we have
responsibility, as the Genesis stories of Creation and Flood remind us. However, as
Noah experienced, in God’s creation we will always encounter things beyond our
control. Only God’s promise remains steadfastly dependable. Finally, Mark also declares that God had his angels wait on Jesus, thereby never leaving him; just as Jesus
promised us ‘…I am with you always, to the end of the age’ (Matt 28:20).
The season of Lent reflects in part, Jesus’ 40 days testing in the desert and is a time
for us to meditate on these teachings and promises in prayer, study and fasting. A
time set aside for us to go deeper in our faith and seek answers to what we are for,
what and who we depend on and what will
define our actions. Yet so often Lent becomes a time of much smaller challenge
when we try to manage without some of our safety nets: chocolate, alcohol, coffee,
etc. It can be surprising how hard it is to live without these inessential luxuries. For
many there will be the occasional stumble or falter to temptation, because essentially, we haven’t really given up control or the ability to depend on ourselves. So, it
poses the question, does this type of Lent activity really shape our lives and faith?
Even whilst COVID restrictions fluctuated over this last year, many found themselves
unable to exit the lockdown wilderness we were all ‘driven’ back into in December.
If current media reports are correct, we will begin to emerge at Easter where we are
told our joy will be complete as we will once again be able to book holidays, go to
pubs and restaurants, etc. The Easter date of course carries an infinitely greater resonance for us as a time of immeasurable joy and celebration, a joy beyond our control, yet wonderfully a joy we can depend on, because of God’s promise through his
Son.
So, this Lent, perhaps we should go beyond a chocolate or alcohol ‘safety net’ denial
exercise and let’s use what we hope will be the final days of our ‘driven’ COVID wilderness experience to go beyond those things we control and depend on, but know
to be fleeting and temporary,and contemplate those that are permanent and promised to us by God in Jesus.
And this Easter as we emerge from Lent and, let’s pray, COVID19 restrictions, may
we have a clearer understanding, through and in our faith: what are we for, what
and who can we depend on and what will define us in mission and ministry this
coming year.
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Belfry News
Tales from Lutton Tower
To commence this story we must return to the year 1770 when four new bells were installed in
St Nicholas tower. These small bells were cast by Joseph Eayre at his St Neots foundry. Of interest are identical inscriptions on numbers three and four -“John Marshall, Adler Crapley, Gilbert
Redhead.” Who were these men and why are their names on not just one, but two of the
bells? Peter Butler is of the opinion that all three were ringers at Lutton , Peter telling me- Gilbert Redhead was a keeper of the village alehouse, a notorious toper who requested to be buried upright so nobody could say “here lies drunken Redhead”. “Yes”, said Peter with a chuckle,
“in those days they probably drank much of their ale in the belfry”. Gilbert died in 1770, aged 56
years, a shield on the south wall of the chancel commemorating his death. Elsewhere he is described as “a patron of the church” so I imagine he had some money and influence. I visited the
church on February 1st and saw the shield but was unable to read the weathered writing.
Were he and Messrs Marshall and Crapley instrumental in providing those four bells? I like to
think so but we shall probably never know.
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Belfry News
In 1806 a fifth bell was added, not a treble but a tenor cast by Osborn and Dobson at Downham Market. Interestingly this suggests that the Eayre bells were in a minor key but in any case
North (1882) tells us “These small bells are much out of tune; some think they would be better
cast into one large bell”. Fortunately this advice was not taken and these “out of tune ”bells
remained until April, 1905 when all ringing ceased as the bell frame was no longer secure. Taylor
of Loughborough ‘s estimate for recasting Nos 1 to 4 ( the Eayre bells), retaining the Osborn tenor and re hanging all in a cast iron/steel frame was £139.16s. This was accepted though the final
total cost including masons charges came to £205.4s.11d. Dedication was on October 5th 1905,
Harvest Festival, and Peter’s records tell us that the new bells were rung for the first time by
Rev, H.Law-James and his band from Surfleet– well I guess they were the A Team in those days.
A treble bell was added in 1953, completing the six we know today. Apparently the Lutton ringers would have preferred a larger tenor rather than a treble but the costs were more than they
could afford which was a shame as they would have had six bells with a tenor of about 7 cwts
rather than the current one of 4 ½ cwts.

Felstead’s records indicate 49 peals here , the first , Grandsire Doubles rung on November 10th
1908 and the last, Seven Surprise on July 14th 2012. There were also numerous quarter peals
recorded in a stiff backed exercise book, its pages now yellowing with age, and until
recently owned by Peter but given by him to the church. Of particular note is a peal of Grandsire
Doubles rung on November 22nd 1932, and conducted by Peter’s father, George R.G.Butler, with
the foot note “the first local peal on the bells-all members of the choir” . I rather like thatnot unique but none the less an achievement not reached in the majority of village towers.
Among the loose papers in Peter’s book I came across a folded programme, price 3d advertising “
A Grand Variety Concert” by the St Nicholas Concert Party of Lutton. This was in the days when
Rev .
Watnough was vicar and therefore must date from 1950 to 1952. I would normally not
have taken great interest in this until I noticed that the complete Lutton band of ringers were
recruited and in this concert demonstrated their best thespian-like talents. All of them performed , Peter’s mother and father, vocal numbers by Peter, Ray and Pauline and Pauline
Stebbins (nee Campling) in one of the sketches playing “A young Flapper”. Ah Pauline-shame
you are not still with us, you might have laughed at the memory.

Readers I have tried in this piece to highlight certain aspects of life as they were when villages
such as Lutton were more self contained, Peter Butler’s father encouraged interest in bell ringing for many years and Peter afterwards but there were other local interests such as the amateur dramatics mentioned above. I believe those days have largely gone due to several causes,
the impact of the
car and easy transport, television etc. However this is, for better or worse, progress though oldies such as myself occasionally , on recalling those times cannot resist a creased nostalgic
smile.
John
Bennett
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FLEET CHURCH NEWS

50/50Club

Winners
February

1.

£30

Charlotte Gernert

2.

£20

Malcolm Edwards

3.

£10

Stanley Knight

LATEST NEWS
It is with sadness and frustration that the Churchwardens and PCC members in the Mid Elloe
Benefice have become aware during the past few weeks that the Diocese has made the decision that they are unable to support the appointment of a priest for the parishes in our Benefice. In our Deanery there are Vacancies at present at Sutton Bridge and Elloe Stone. All
Saints Holbeach will also be saying good bye to Revd Canon Rosamund Seal, when she retires this summer. My understanding of the situation is that the Deanery will hope to make
appointments on a temporary basis to these other Vacancies with priests in charge, but in Canon Law they will not be Vicars. This situation will allow for the whole reorganisation of the
Deanery during the next few years, so that priests will be appointed for particular roles in the
Deanery, rather than appointed as Vicars to a group of parishes and Mid Elloe is part of this
reorganisation.
It is obviously a very difficult situation for Mid Elloe, although we are assured that there will
be priests who will take services in each of our churches, although maybe not as many as we
have been used to in the past. Also Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals can of course take
place. There are non-stipendiary priests, lay readers and deacons who have been supporting
our parishes for many years and we are tremendously grateful for their help since Revd Adrian Mason left two years ago.
Whilst we can lay some blame with Covid as to why this situation has happened - the Diocese
being unable to find or fund priests, it is also true that for many years large numbers of
churches in the country have struggled to finance the ministry and mission of the priesthood,
as well as maintain the beautiful church buildings.
Fleet Church recently received a certificate from the Diocese to congratulate us on paying our
2020 Parish Share – we had made a commitment in January 2020 to pay £3500 and we did
manage to fulfil this with funds from our reserves and from the very few fundraising events
and giving opportunities we have managed to have this year, such as the 50/50 Club. However, our actual Parish Share each year should be over £10,000.
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FLEET CHURCH NEWS
We are particularly fortunate in that we can draw on funding from the Mary Bass Charity for
certain works to be done in relation to the church building. We are very grateful for the generosity they have shown in the past few months for items such as the new alarm system to
protect the roofing and their part payment of the yearly insurance costs. The Mary Magdalene
Trust also helps us annually with grass cutting in an one area of the churchyard and for the
hire of the portable toilet. The Parish Council has also given us a grant for grass cutting, but
the amount awarded has declined in recent years.

Hopefully this year the church will open for a regular once a month service and perhaps some
special celebration services, as well as be open again for private prayer. Maybe by the autumn a major fundraising activity will be a possibility, but in these uncertain times planning
too far in advance is difficult.
Gill Graper
PCC Secretary
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ST MARY MAGDALENE CHURCH, FLEET

50 / 50 CLUB

Please consider supporting this scheme which will help to secure the future
of the church building in Fleet.
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FOR JANUARY – DECEMBER 2021
£10 PER NUMBER
PRIZE DRAWS EVERY MONTH: £30

£20 £10

PLEASE PRINT THE DETAILS CLEARLY
ADDRESS:_____________________________________________
POST CODE:_____________________________________
TELEPHONE NUMBER:_________________________________
E MAIL: ________________________________________________

NAME

NO. OF TICK-

TOTAL

Cheques payable to: PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL OF FLEET
or CASH £_____________ ENCLOSED OR DIRECTLY TO BANK
Sort Code: 20-80-78

Account No: 20689408 Description: FLEET 5050

Please return with payment to Gill Graper by the end of December.
Diamond House, Roman Bank, Holbeach Clough, Lincs PE12 8DJ
OR

gill.graper@googlemail.com to inform me you have paid directly to
bank, giving your contact details and how many tickets you are purchasing
Forms and payments may be put through The Rectory letter box,
which is checked each week for post
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RECYCLED CARDS
A member of the Fleet congregation has raised a significant amount of
funds for the church during the past few years. If you have any cards
that you would wish to donate for recycling they would be gratefully
accepted – these would need to be left in a covered box in the church
porch, whilst the church is closed. NO CHRISTMAS CARDS, PLEASE,
but Easter cards, thank you cards, sympathy cards would be very
much appreciated.

ST MARY MAGDALENE CHURCH, FLEET
13

ST MARY MAGDALENE NEWS
TABLETALK LUNCH
Tabletalk Lunches are cancelled until further notice but we do hope you all
stay safe and keep well. We look forward to welcoming you all back once this
worrying time is past. Please let us know of anyone who might be feeling
isolated and appreciate a phone call.
You can contact us either by phone or email on-:
Jane Webb – 01406 363673 janeandwilliamwebb@hotmail.com
Jill Duffey – 01406 365586 jillduffey@argonet.co.uk

CHURCH SERVICES AT GEDNEY

At the time of writing Church services are still suspended but up-to-date details of all services are sent with the pew sheet. Church is open every day for
private prayer and hand sanitizer etc. is available in the porch. If you would
like to be included with those who receive the pew sheet then please send an
email to janeandwilliamwebb@hotmail.com
It is hoped that communal worship will resume at some point before Easter.
We do not yet know a date or what services will take place. Please contact us
at the email address listed for more information nearer the time.
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ST MARY MAGDALENE NEWS
GEDNEY CHURCHYARD MATTERS

By the time this magazine goes to press all Christmas wreaths
and floral tributes will have been removed from the Churchyard.
There is a problem in the Churchyard with dog fouling at present.
Whilst we do not mind dogs being exercised in the Churchyard,
we would respectfully ask that owners clear up after them.
Jill and William, Churchwardens

ST MARY MAGDALENE GEDNEY
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FLEET BAPTIST NEWS

From Pastor Ross Dean @ Fleet Baptist Church
At this time of strain when so many of our movements and interactions
are restricted, it is good to be reminded that we are still invited to come
home to God who remains the source of our life.
Here is a priority for the people of God at this time, to practice those
disciplines that take us deeper into God.
You know what they are – prayer, Bible engagement and time set aside
to meet with God in the quietness of our hearts.
“One thing I ask from the Lord, this only do I seek: that I may dwell in the
house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the
Lord and to seek him in his temple. For in the day of trouble he will keep
me safe in his dwelling; he will hide me in the shelter of his sacred tent
and set me high upon a rock.” Psalm 27:4&5.

Fleet Baptist Church is closed at present for public services and other
events.
Of course we are still open to support our friends through funerals and
other family events, but with restricted numbers.
We are only ever a telephone call or and E-mail away, and will always
return your calls if you leave a message
Be assured of our love and prayers during this time of Lock-down, and
may you open your hearts and ears to listen to what God has to say to
you.
God bless and keep safe
Ross
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ST LUKE'S NEWS
Sadly, due to the covid virus restrictions and risks , it was
not possible to hold any Christmas services . However, the
church was opened every day in December for private
prayer from 10-4. The Advent candles were displayed as
well as a small Christmas tree for the benefit of any visitors.
Hand sanitizer was made available to keep everyone
safe.
For the immediate future the church will remain closed
apart from Sundays 10- 4pm.
Best wishes to church warden Kay who is making great
progress after a hip
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Events
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GEDNEY VICTORY HALL
Monday. Rehab 10.00-12.00 contact

Jack/Rosemary on 01406 424831
Keep fit. From 6.30 contact Karen on 07957440333
Thursday. Keep fit 9.30-10.25 contact Karen on 07957440333
Rehab 1.30-3.30 contact Jack/Rosemary on 01406 424831
Friday. M&A Auction. Viewing from 4.00
Auction starts at 6.00 contact Annette/Michelle on 01406 371024 or
07936109884.
Any other questions please e mail me.
Regards Chris
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PANDORAS BOX
JEWELLRY & GIFTWARE
Silver and fashion jewellery to suit
all tastes; range of gifts; scarves and
purses.

Click here for Daily Crossword puzzle

FREE POST, LOCAL DELIVERY
www.pandorasboxonline.co.uk

Secker Welding - Holbeach
Domestic Oil-Fired Boiler Servicing and Repair
Local engineer with 35 years of experience providing efficient and friendly
service at extremely competitive prices.

Call Linden on
07811 919 596 or 01406 423424
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BRANCH IN HOLBEACH

Open:
Monday— Friday 7:30am –5pm
Saturdays 8am—4pm
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GEDNEY VICTORY HALL
EXCELLENT VENUE FOR -

Wedding receptions,
Parties,
Meetings, Clubs etc.
For more information
Phone: Chris Pearson on
07715872464
(located just off the A17

Gedney roundabout )
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SIMON’S ROOFING
Roofing Contractor
~~~
Phone 01406 490262 / 07742 173058
Email:
simonsroofing123@gmail.com

Over 30 years experience
All types of Roofing work
undertaken
Specialist in Flat Roofing and Lead
Work
Will cover all areas of South
Lincolnshire
All work fully guaranteed
Very Competitive Prices
Please call for a no-obligation quote!
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APPLIANCES REPAIRED IN CUSTOMERS
HOMES
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We are local, accessible and experienced providers of legal services
cluding: -

in-

Buying and selling property

Wills & Lasting Powers of Attorney
Estate administration
Divorce and family problems

Employment advice
Disputes
Commercial Law

Find us at:
10 Spalding Road, Holbeach PE12 7LP Tel: 01406 422651
and

30 Market Place, Long Sutton PE12 9JH Tel: 01406 363212

Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority number
(SRA Number 52592)
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DAVID OSBORNE
Our reputation is built on customer recommendations.
BATHROOMS

KITCHENS

PLUMBING

TILING

INSTALLATIONS FOR

THE DISABLED
01406 423715
07715 084249
07979 265851

Charity No. 1068857
PRELOVED FURNITURE UNITS
Please donate your unwanted furniture to help local elderly
Unit 6 Flaxmill building

Unit 33

Flaxmill Lane

Fleet Road Ind. Estate

Pinchbeck

Holbeach

PE11 3XN

PE12 8LA

•

Prompt free Local Pickup & Delivery

•

OPEN MON TO FRI 9.30 to 3.30

•

www.themeadowsspalding.co.uk

•

Everyone welcome

PHONE RICHARD: 07946837133 FOR FURTHER DETAILS
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South Lincolnshire
Registered Charity

Blind Society

Number 1182486

JOIN OUR CAMPAIGN TO END LONELINESS
AND SOCAL ISOLATION
South Lincolnshire Blind Society provides support and advice to help
visually impaired people, improving their independence and increasing their quality of life.
We have people living with sight loss who have been waiting for
6 months or more in your area!!
Do you have a few hours to spare and enjoy making new
friends??
Why not become a Volunteer??
We are looking for Volunteers to join our Home Befriending service
within the Spalding area. If you are friendly, outgoing, have a good
listening ear and a bit of time to spare then please call us today…
Together we can end Loneliness.
Call: 01476 592775

or e-mail: slbs@blind-society.org.uk
visit our website: www.blind-society.org.uk
Open
to Friday
5pm

Tuesday
9am –

30

Counselling in

Defibrillators in Fleet &
Gedney

Holbeach

There are now two defibrillators in
Fleet.
The first is on the outside of the Rose
and Crown, Fleet Hargate, and the second is at the Branches Lane side of the
Fleet Road Garage.

A defibrillator now exists outside Victory Hall, Gedney.

Natalie Blanchflower
Integrative Christian counsellor
working with a range of issues:
depression, anxiety, low self-esteem,
loss, trauma, relationships difficulties
etc.

They also exist at the Co-Op food stores
of Holbeach,

Contact me via email for more
information:
natalieblanchflower@gmail.com

Long Sutton and Sutton Bridge.
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East Elloe
Good Neighbour Scheme
To get in touch phone

0800 999 1894
9.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.
Monday to Friday
A few details will be taken and you
will be matched to a volunteer.
Leave a message if you get the answerphone
Volunteers will be able to help with:
Shopping - Having a friendly chat - Collecting prescriptions - Filling in forms/letter
writing - Transport to and from appointments/clubs - Pet care - Returning library
books - Light gardening or household tasks

Help can be given to anyone over 18 in the East Elloe area who has
just come out of hospital, whose normal support network is away or
because of the Covid situation and self isolation
Volunteers required to run the scheme
Might you be able to help with:
Call handling – publicity – social media – fundraising – tasks listed
above?
To find out more about volunteering contact by email: eegnsvol@gmail.com
CONFIDENTIALITY
This is taken very seriously, as all volunteers sign a confidentiality
statement. There is a Data Protection Policy and all legislation is complied with.
DONATIONS to help with running the scheme may be made by contacting:
eegns20@gmail.com
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