










Easter spells out beauty , the
rare beauty of new life.

S.D. Gordon





























































 

 

 

Thurcaston & Cropston  

Gardening Club 

February 2021 

Newsletter 2021 : 2nd edition 

Club News 

As we go to press the Government is making announcements            
about releasing the lockdown in slow but necessary stages but it is 

still going to be many months  before “normal service” can be           
resumed.   With this is mind The Gardening Club Committee have 

been making decisions for the future. 

First the good news;    

 The latest from the RHS is that the Tatton Flower Show will run     
  as planned.   

 All our speakers for 2021 up to and including June have been  
moved to 2022 

 Once restrictions allow, the committee are considering offering  
outdoor social events sometime over the summer before we 
are able to meet indoors. We could, for instance open  local 
gardens when conditions are right. Two committee members 
have offered their gardens for this, and other club members 
may also be willing to ‘open’ their gardens for this activity. This 
would enable a safe and relaxed way for club members to 
meet together again.  

And the not so  good news.........Reluctantly we have cancelled this 
year’s Annual Show. The advanced planning required for this event is 
just not feasible in the current circumstances.  

The recent very wintery weather seems to have sent      
several members to their favourite seasonal poetry.  

Here is the first from Janet Mason and another from 
Cheryl Young.  

 

As I love snowdrops I have 
found a poem entitled 
'February' by P.A.Ropes.  

and a photo of Colesbourne 
Park, Gloucestershire.  

'The frozen ground is broken 

Where snowdrops raise their 
heads, 

And nod their tiny greeting 

In glades and garden beds.' 

 

I love these Cyclamen coum.   
They come from the Mediterranean 
but here they are shrugging off the 

snow of a British winter.   
While the leaves aren't quite as       

attractive as  
Cyclamen hederifolium, their jewel-
like flowers are a real treat at this 

time of year. 
Peter Smith      

 

Jack Frost was in the garden 

I saw him there at dawn 

Dancing round the bushes and 
prancing on the lawn 

He wore a cloak of silver, and a hat 
all shimmering white 

A wand of glittering stardust and 
shoes of moonbeam light 

J.P Smeeton 
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We are lucky to have areas in our 
garden where snowdrops are pretty 
happy.  All our snowdrops are  
common ones, not the sort that 
snowdrop enthusiasts will pay        
hundreds of pounds for.             
But, common as they are, they     
always lift the spirits at this time of 
year and give optimism for the    
gardening year ahead.  They also    
provide valuable food for any bees 
that are brave enough to be out 
and about  

Can you spot two bees in this  photo ?     

Richard Elks 

Tribute to Laine ( Lorraine “Laine” Haddon) January 1949—February 2021. 

  
Don’t forget to clear out your bird boxes ready for this 

year’s new nests and broods! 

Birds might return to the same nesting spot or box, but they don’t 
reuse old nests. So make sure you clean out your old nesting boxes 
to get rid of old nesting material, parasites and other unwelcome 
guests!  
We found this perfectly formed nest in one of our bird boxes fitting 
snuggly into the base of the box.  It was made up of many different 
materials, but there was definitely a recognisable amount of            
several lockdown haircuts from this household.   

 

A staunch member of the Gardening Club for many years , Laine was a straight talking, 
straight forward sort of a gal; what you saw is what you got; honest and hard working.  
Friends at the Club remember her as a fun loving person; always good company  and    
never taking anything too seriously.  She loved her garden and baking and the Gardening 
Club Show was a fitting place to show off both those skills.  She reigned supreme over the 
Floral Art and Flower sections for many years.  After becoming “clerical assistant” to the 
show sec in 2005, she rather reluctantly agreed to sit on the show committee.  A fellow 
member recalls Laines light hearted approach to the meetings and the frequent bouts of 
laughter that would ensue.  More than willing to assist, the tombola stall was her forte;   
collecting and sorting the prizes months before the big day, and with the help of fellow 
members , running a highly successful addition to the Show day.  Someone once said 
“Always look on the bright side of life” I’m sure that was her motto.         

 Rest in  Peace. 

David Haddon. 








