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Nicola writes
Hello friends,
I began Lent 2020 in Rome; sitting in St Peter’s Square listening to the Pope
speak. He spoke of the desert as a place not only of death but of one where life
grows, we need time in the desert to centre our lives on the things of God, the
things which matter. Over the past year there has been growth and God has
moved in ways we never anticipated. Lent can be a time for spiritual growth.
Lent is traditionally a season of 40 days of penitence and fasting…one where
we often think of giving something up. Now I’m not sure how you feel about
giving something up for Lent this year, but I feel as though I have done nothing but give things up for
the past year. I’ve given up hugs, holidays, meals and coffee catch-ups with friends, weddings,
singing and for a while going to church each week… the list goes on; but I don’t need to carry on with
that list because we’ve all done exactly that – we’ve given up things we love, things we enjoy,
because we love and care for each other. So, the idea of giving anything else up just makes me feel
sad…I realise I need some of those things which make me smile even more than ever before.
Maybe instead of giving something up like chocolate, biscuits etc, maybe we need to shift our
thoughts. What if we think of Lent as a time when we turn away from the things that distract us from
God’s love; and turn towards the things that reconnect us with God’s love? Give up the negativity
and take on board God’s positivity.
Here are a few ideas which might help you get started:
GET OUT
The nights are slowly getting lighter and signs of spring are showing; the snowdrops are flowering
and the daffodil buds are ready to burst. So, spend a bit of time outside every day if you can- even if
it’s just a few minutes- listen to the birdsong, breathe in God’s peace and breathe out those stresses
and give up your worries to God. Doodle in a notebook or write in a journal the things you see
which you are thankful of; take some photos of the beauty of the world around us. Create a Lent filled
with thankfulness as we appreciate God’s goodness.
GET THE KETTLE ON AND RECONNECT
Most of us take a tea or coffee break during the day so why not use that time to pick up the phone
and give someone a call who you haven’t spoken to for a while. Or why not write a letter, send an
encouraging email or pop a card in the post. Give up waiting for someone to get in touch with
you…. make the first move, make a difference and help someone smile.
GET A BIT OF PEACE AND QUIET…
If you are not already in the habit of praying, give up making excuses not to pray. As you wake up
say this one simple prayer…. Lord, help me see you in each moment of the day, and don’t let me
forget that you are with me whatever the day brings. Find the same time each day to find a quiet spot,

light a candle, and just spend five minutes quietly. It doesn’t have to be
complicated. Say the Lord’s prayer. Just ‘be’ with God …no
distractions. Check out the daily prayers shared on Facebook or in the
prayer diary.
As we enter the season of Lent, we desire to follow Jesus, to grow in
discipleship and in faith. It is not just personal sins we repent of, but
also a recognition that being human means to be imperfect.
This Lent, be kind to yourself, take things gently, remember that God’s
love is all around you. And whatever you do, don’t just give up. As
signs of new life begin in the world around us, and then we will reach Easter with a fresh hope and
joy and never losing sight that God’s love for us is bigger than everything.
Have a blessed Lent
Revd Nicola Butterworth

Some daily prayer suggestions for Lent
During Lent we are posting daily prayers on our church Facebook pages. For your
convenience this week’s prayers are also printed below
Ash Wednesday 17th February: Collect for the Day
Holy God, our lives are laid open before you: rescue us from the chaos of sin and through the death
of your Son bring us healing and make us whole in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Thursday 18th February: Horwich Visiting Service
Horwich Visiting Service has been caring for people in and around Horwich since it was established in April
1999. They provide a visiting and befriending service for adults in our local community, and operate on an
entirely voluntary basis. They care passionately about reaching out to some of the most vulnerable people in
our community, bringing fun and friendship, laughter and enjoyment into people’s lives. They also offer a short
respite for some of full-time carers to give them a little time to themselves.

Loving God, thank you for the 40+ volunteers that support the valuable work of Horwich Visiting
Service. At times when visiting may be suspended, we pray for all those who will miss the contact of
a friendly face and a time of companionship. Keep them close to you and in the safety of your loving
arms. Please help communication and support to continue in different ways. In your name we pray.
Amen.
Friday 19th February: The Health Minister and NHS managers as they determine priorities
Loving God, we pray for Matt Hancock, and for those who advise him. May he make wise decisions
that work for the health of our nation, especially with the rapidly changing situation with regard to the
Pandemic. We pray for those managers in our hospitals that they may know the best way to use the
resources available to them. We ask this in Jesus' name. Amen
Saturday 20th February: Bolton University and Students
It has been a difficult year for University of Bolton students with much of the learning online. Students
miss meeting together in lectures and labs and discussing their studies. There is of course the social
side of University which hasn’t happened because of the restrictions. Many have found their studies
lonely and are suffering with mental health difficulties.
Father we pray for students at the University studying under difficult conditions. We pray for their
safety and wellbeing and ask that those who need help whether academic or mental health contact
the support that is available. Help them to look forward to the next academic year when we hope they
will be back at University in their face-to-face classes. We pray all students will keep free of the virus
whether in Halls or at home. Amen

Hope & Healing - Worship & Prayer
Tuesday 23rd February 7pm - 9pm
repeated Saturday 27th February 9am - 12noon
We need prayer more than ever in these difficult days.
There will be an opportunity to join in with led prayer together over
Zoom, and also breakout into prayer stations. Stay for the whole time
or just drop in when convenient. More details on separate flyer.

Please pray for our link parishes in Namibia:
Please pray for the family of Mr. Jesaja Shigwedha - Chairperson of the
School Board at Onangholo School, Okathitu who has died from
Coronavirus.
There is concern that virus numbers are on the increase in Namibia and
many people have lost their jobs due to the pandemic which is causing
severe hardship. The country has only been able to order enough
vaccination for 10% of the population. The vaccines should have been
received in January but to date they have not yet been received by the
country.
Additionally, despite it being the rainy season Okathitu and Ruacana
have had little rain and the crops which have been planted have died.
Please pray for rain so that there can be a good harvest this year to ease
the already difficult situation which the pandemic is causing.
Our church buildings are currently closed for church services until at least 22nd February.
However, we warmly invite you to join us online for our live Zoom
services, or for our Sunday recorded service on Facebook and YouTube.
Those without internet technology can dial in on any phone to listen to the
Zoom services.

Team Zoom Services this Sunday
9.15am (recommended for those with links to Holy Trinity)
10.00am (recommended for those with links to St.Elizabeth’s)
10.30am (recommended for those with links to St.Catherine’s)
10.45am (recommended for those with links to Rivington)
Feel free to join any service and to stay for a chat afterwards if
you wish – The Zoom codes will be emailed to those on our
weekly newsletter mailing lists.
Or contact Michael or Nicola for the Zoom codes.

Ash Wednesday Zoom Service 7.30pm
Wednesday 17th February
Do Join us on Zoom for a short reflective service
including a talk from Bishop Mark Ashcroft (Bishop of Bolton)
‘Remember that you are but dust and to dust you shall return.
Turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ”

Sunday Recorded Service
Each Sunday we are continuing to post a short
online Team Service on our Facebook pages and
YouTube channel
www.youtube.com/channel/UCsZdGhjVJVE3PPjBmxbaGAw

Wednesday Online Reflections
Every Wednesday we will also be posting (on
YouTube and Facebook) a short video reflection.

Songs of Praise
Sunday 14th February
at 1.15pm (and
afterwards on BBC
iPlayer)
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000sd98

This includes an interview with our youth minister
Kristen Allen and her husband Ben.
“To mark Valentine’s Day, we hear from a young
Christian couple, Ben and Kristen, who proved that love
is stronger than lockdown, and whose wedding finally went ahead at the
fourth attempt in December 2020.”

Thank you for all your donations
to Urban Outreach
Next Donation day Monday 15th February
at St. Elizabeth’s Church 11am – 1pm

Priority Items: The food hub is currently short on
toilet roll, tinned peas and tinned
sweetcorn
Or donate money to Urban Outreach via their website.

Can you help deliver food parcels from the Humanitarian Food Hub at the old Staples
store on Trinity Retail Park to an increasing number of families and people who need
food? Couples are wanted with cars and satnavs. Ring Urban Outreach on 01204
385848 or Email info@urbanoutreach.co.uk to offer help.

MESSY CHURCH 20th February 4pm
Our Messy Church sessions are now online on Zoom and we’d LOVE
it if you could come along and join us in celebrating our theme of
LOVE through crafts, activities, songs, talking and fun!! We will be
posting activities/crafts on the website in the days leading up to
the event so that you can have a go. And we hope that you’ll be
keen to post your photos of what you have done on our Facebook
website. The Zoom code will be emailed with this newsletter to
those on our mailing lists or you can contact Jane on:
janesimon2023@gmail.com

Team Rector Update
An advertisement inviting applications for the post of Team Rector has been published. The closing
date for applications is 1st March, and interviews are planned for 22nd March. Please pray for God’s
guidance for potential candidates, and for his sovereign hand over the whole process.

Churches Together Lent Courses – Two to choose from:
‘Journey to the Cross’ – Tuesdays 10.30am
You are all invited to join this course.
Six Tuesdays at 10.30am on Zoom.
16th Feb: A Journey that … Celebrated Family
23rd Feb: A Journey that … Brought Healing
2nd Mar: A Journey that … Crossed Social Barriers
9th Mar: A Journey that … Spoke Out
16th Mar: A Journey that … Experienced Anguish
23rd Mar: A Journey that … Forgave
Each week comprises of a passage about journeying with
Jesus and a Bible passage, a story from people in the Middle
East, an activity (that can be done via zoom), a prayer and ideas about what we could do in the
future. Email Linda Gillett on pothead20uk@yahoo.co.uk for Zoom details

‘From Now On’ – Mondays 11am -12.30pm or 7.45pm - 9.15pm
This Lent Course is based on the hugely popular film ‘The Greatest Showman’.
The 2018 Golden Globe-nominated movie starring Hugh Jackman, about the
founder and stars of the Barnum & Bailey Circus is ideal for Lenten study of
Christian themes of hope, redemption and new life. The five-week course offers
discussion points, biblical reflections and prayers based on
short excerpts from the film. Everyone is invited; yourself, your
friends, family and neighbours. Let's fill the virtual circus tent!
There also will be opportunity for discussion in small groups
using the Zoom ‘breakout room’ facility.
Five Mondays, starting 22nd February
You can still sign up even if you can't attend every session.
Please sign up with your name and the start time of your preferred session (11am or 7.45pm) by
contacting Chris Holmes on laypastorchris@gmail.com or 01204 460514. You will then be sent the
Meeting ID and passcode. Those without the internet can dial into the meeting by telephone.
You are encouraged to buy the course book but it is not essential.
It is available online through eBay, Amazon and possibly through Bolton's Christian Bookshop "Isaiah
53" Tel. 01204 532384 The book details are: Author: Rachel Mann, Title: From Now On, (Darton,
Longman and Todd Ltd. 2018), ISBN 978-0-232-53392-7.
The book also includes optional preparatory reading, Bible reflections and suggestions for further
reading and activities to keep you busy during the week ahead. The five themes are:
(1) `A Million Dreams', exploring what liberation and hope might look like for an `outsider' in the world;
(2) `Come Alive', exploring how the family of faith can bring hope and purpose;
(3) `Rewrite the stars', asks what forms of resistance can be placed in the way of salvation;
(4) `Never Enough', questions the temptations of false fulfilment that can lead us to betrayal;
(5) `The Greatest Show', shows how redemption is found when we discover `the circus is our home'.

It would help you if you have a chance to watch ‘The Greatest Showman’ film in advance. (You can
buy second hand DVD’s on eBay or watch it through a streaming service.)

The Lent Encounter
The events of the past 12 months have been
unprecedented and many of us are feeling a real
thirst to connect afresh with the Bible and focus on
the life of Jesus.
So, the Bible Society has developed a brand new,
40-day experience called The Lent Encounter. It’s
completely free – all you have to do is sign up. You’ll
receive an email each day featuring Bible verses,
beautiful and inspiring images, video reflections and practical challenges.
Click here to sign up and be encouraged as you journey through Lent

Why not read a book for Lent?
Here are a couple of suggestions. They are also available as audiobooks or on Kindle.
They are both thoughtful, practical, and easy to read with plenty of real-life stories.

Monday Prayers
We meet over Zoom for a time of prayer on Mondays at 7.30pm. It’s a small group who pray for our
congregations and further afield. Contact Rev Gill for Zoom code or more information.

Beer and chat

We normally meet weekly on Wednesdays via zoom as a way to catch up with
people. It normally starts at 7.30pm until about 9.30pm but you can drop in and
leave when you want. We talk about all sorts of topics. Beer isn't compulsory; tea,
juice, wine, gin whatever is your choice. If you would like to join us please email
Gill Smart for the Zoom code. We are a friendly and chatty bunch.

Church Youth
The CYFA Youth Group (Year 9 upwards) is meeting online using Zoom for fortnightly
meetings. If you’re interested in joining these online youth events, then please get in
touch with Gill Smart, Graham Smith, or Kristen Allen

School Admission Policies
Most church school admission policies now include wording similar to:
In the event that during the period specified for attendance at worship the church has been closed for
public worship and has not provided alternative premises for that worship, the requirements of
these admissions arrangements in relation to attendance will only apply to the period when
the church or alternative premises have been available for worship.

Canon Slade School have said:
“We will not be asking churches to record the attendance of children and young people at worship services
for the purposes of supporting future applications to Canon Slade School until all churches are fully open.”

This Week’s Prayer and Readings
The Sunday before Lent

(Readings from The New International Version)

Collect (This week’s prayer)

Holy God, you know the disorder of our sinful lives: set straight our crooked hearts, and
bend our wills to love your goodness and your glory in Jesus Christ our Lord.

2Kings2:1-12 ‘Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit’

When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their
way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay here; the Lord has sent me to Bethel.’
But Elisha said, ‘As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.’ So they went down to
Bethel.
3
The company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and asked, ‘Do you know that the Lord is
going to take your master from you today?’
‘Yes, I know,’ Elisha replied, ‘so be quiet.’
4
Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here, Elisha; the Lord has sent me to Jericho.’
And he replied, ‘As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.’ So they went to
Jericho.
5
The company of the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked him, ‘Do you know that
the Lord is going to take your master from you today?’
‘Yes, I know,’ he replied, ‘so be quiet.’
6
Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here; the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.’

And he replied, ‘As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.’ So the two of them
walked on.
7
Fifty men from the company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, facing the place where
Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan. 8 Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and struck the water
with it. The water divided to the right and to the left, and the two of them crossed over on dry
ground.
9
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken from
you?’
‘Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,’ Elisha replied.
10
‘You have asked a difficult thing,’ Elijah said, ‘yet if you see me when I am taken from you, it will be
yours – otherwise, it will not.’
11
As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire
appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. 12 Elisha saw
this and cried out, ‘My father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!’ And Elisha saw him no
more. Then he took hold of his garment and tore it in two.
.

Psalm 50:1-6

“The Mighty One, God, the Lord, speaks and summons the earth”

A psalm of Asaph.
1
The Mighty One, God, the Lord, speaks and summons the earth
from the rising of the sun to where it sets.
2
From Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth.
3
Our God comes and will not be silent;
a fire devours before him, and around him a tempest rages.
4
He summons the heavens above, and the earth, that he may judge his people:
5
‘Gather to me this consecrated people, who made a covenant with me by sacrifice.’
6
And the heavens proclaim his righteousness, for he is a God of justice.

2Corinthians 4:3-6 “God… made his light shine in our hearts”
3

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 The god of this age has
blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the
glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as
Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of
darkness,’ made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory
displayed in the face of Christ.

Mark 9:2-9 “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”
2

After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where
they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. 3 His clothes became dazzling white,
whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. 4 And there appeared before them Elijah and
Moses, who were talking with Jesus.
5
Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters – one for you,
one for Moses and one for Elijah.’ 6 (He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.)
7
Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: ‘This is my Son, whom I
love. Listen to him!’
8
Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus.
9
As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what they had
seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 10 They kept the matter to themselves, discussing
what ‘rising from the dead’ meant.

Useful Contact Details
Team Ministers
Revd Michael Behrend (Acting Team Rector), 01204 697162, m.behrend@ntlworld.com
Revd Nicola Butterworth (Team Curate), 07706 979393, n.butterworth@outlook.com
Revd Nicola Gillard (Team Curate) 01204 227648 nicola.gillard@talktalk.net
Revd Peter Harley (Associate Minister), 01204 694611, peter.harley@talktalk.net
Revd Gill Smart (Associate Minister), 07967 585670, revgillsmart@gmail.com
Revd Caroline Tracey (Associate Minister), 01204 692303, caroline.tracey@gmail.com
Revd Glenda Bush (Honorary Minister) 01204 691539
Revd Brenda Craston (Honorary Minister) 01204 699972 colbrencraston@gmail.com
Revd David Griffiths (Honorary Minister) 01204 469621 dandbgriffiths@googlemail.com
Revd Michael Williams (Honorary Minister) 01204 667162 m.j.williams42@hotmail.co.uk
Revd Tony Woodward (Honorary Minister) 07827 917209 tonyjohn1950@gmail.com
Kristen Allen (Team Youth Minister – maternity cover) 07503 168411 youthminister.kristen@gmail.com
Gemma Garcete (Team Youth Minister - currently on maternity leave)

The Team Office is not staffed at the moment, but voicemail messages (01204
692252) and emails (churchteamoffice@gmail.com) will be checked remotely by our voluntary
Team Administrator, Mrs Susan Preston 01204 693722, colin.preston8@btinternet.com).

Prayer List Contacts
Our team churches want to keep our prayer lists up to date & available during this time of crisis, so please
send prayer requests (having checked that those being prayed for are happy to have their names on
these lists online, please!) to:

Holy Trinity: Mike Foster (m.foster.hpc@googlemail.com) & Susan Kerr (susanlaviniakerr@gmail.com).
St. Catherine’s: Michael Behrend (m.behrend@ntlworld.com)& Ian Winnard (iwinnard322@gmail.com).
St. Elizabeth’s: Gill Smart (revgillsmart@gmail.com) & Jill Harley (jill.harley@talktalk.net).
Rivington: Eunice Hawkins (eunicehawkins@me.com)& Vicky Holden (vickyholden18@gmail.com)

Team Churchwardens
Chris Knowles (Holy Trinity), 07833 290498, chrisknowles.winterhill@btinternet.com
Grenville Hartley (Holy Trinity), 01204 279365, grenville.hartley@sky.com
Margaret Broadfoot (Holy Trinity Deputy), 01204 690283, mbroadfoot283@btinternet.com
Ian Winnard (St. Catherine’s), 01204 694005, iwinnard322@gmail.com
Kath Jackson (St. Catherine’s), 01204 770598, kathjackson@talktalk.net
Graham Smith (St. Elizabeth’s), 01204 699875, sgraham394@gmail.com
Sharon Sharrocks (St. Elizabeth’s) 07854 130010 sharonmcg1980@yahoo.com
Peter Holden (Rivington), 01257 482451, peter.holden18@yahoo.com
David Hawkins (Rivington), 07710 563678, dbhawkins@mac.com
Sandra Leatherbarrow (Rivington Deputy), 01204 843631, bls12@uwclub.net

Other contacts including Authorised Lay Ministers (ALMs)
Although ALMs have a ‘home church’ they are authorised to work across all four churches.

Jenny Dagnall (Holy Trinity) ALM, 01204 468683, jennydagnall@btinternet.com
Jill Harley (St. Elizabeth’s) ALM, 01204 694611, jill.harley@talktalk.net
Eunice Hawkins (Rivington) ALM, 01257 481706, eunicehawkins@icloud.com
Vicky Holden, (Rivington) ALM, 01257 482451, vickyholden18@gmail.com
Wendy Holland (St. Elizabeth’s, ALM, 01204 696755, WLHolland@talktalk.net
Susan Kerr (Holy Trinity) ALM, 01204 692760, susanlaviniakerr@gmail.com
Ron Knott (Holy Trinity) Reader in training, 07719 274700, ronknott@mac.com
Gloria Long (Holy Trinity) ALM, 01204 692035, glo@rbandglong.free-online.co.uk
Jacquie Madeley (Holy Trinity) ALM, 01942 589163, jacquiemadeley.jm@outlook.com
Susan Rayner, (Holy Trinity) ALM, 01204 468422, suzeerayner@yahoo.co.uk
Graham Smith (St. Elizabeth’s ALM, 01204 699875, sgraham394@gmail.com
Pam Smith (St. Catherine’s) 01204 699875, pamelayork62@gmail.com
Jane Thompson (St. Elizabeth’s) ALM, 07772 163361, janesimon1998@gmail.com

