
      
           
             Fairtrade Fortnight    -    Monday 22 February to Sunday 7 March 2021 
What is Fairtrade?   
Fairtrade is about better prices, decent working conditions, local sustainability, and  
fair terms of trade for farmers and workers in the developing world. 

What is Fairtrade Fortnight? 
Fairtrade Fortnight takes place each year at the end of February and the start of March.  Thousands of individuals, 
companies and groups across the UK come together to share the stories of the people who grow our food and 
drinks, mine our gold and who grow the cotton in our clothes, people who are often exploited and underpaid. 

How is St. Luke’s involved with Fairtrade? 
St. Luke’s has an Eco Church award, and one of the criteria for this is that we hold Fairtrade Church status.  This 
means that we endeavour to promote the use of Fairtrade products wherever possible; all of our tea and coffee is 
Fairtrade.  We also have a couple of sales tables each year where we sell Fairtrade products. 

How can we all get involved? 
We can help by the choices that we make when we are shopping, looking for items that have the Fairtrade 
trademark – things like tea, coffee, chocolate or when shopping online (handy during this time of lockdown) via the 
Traidcraft shop. 

Fairtrade online shop:   www.traidcraftshop.co.uk   For further information:  www.fairtrade.org.uk 

 

 

 

 
               I wonder why it is that the British are always talking about the weather. You would think that there was 
nothing else of interest to talk about. What about the pandemic, what about Brexit, or at least the aftermath, what 
about fish being thrown away, what about Black Lives Matter, what about Marcus Rashford and school meals for the 
under privileged and what about all the injustice in the world? Well I’m going to be very boring and go for the 
weather, at least to start with. 
 Extremes of weather do seem to be gathering pace what with “The Beast from the East” together with the 
heavy snowfall in the south of England (haven’t we really been quite lucky although even with this amount Stoke 
grinds, or slides, to a halt) and the associated floods countrywide. Then finally this week, the unseasonal heat has 
given Mother Nature a prod to wake up. The snowdrops are everywhere, we have some crocuses flowering in our 
garden and hordes of daffodils are almost ready to burst forth.  
 With any luck the fields will soon be dry enough to plant and crops will start growing. 
But while we in this country are only just getting going in the countryside there is more than enough in other 
countries. In spite of the difficulties with cross channel freight and the scarcity of air travel, in supermarkets and 
ethnic shops there is still a huge variety available. 
               I would, however, ask the question should we be buying all the wide variety on sale. There are several 
questions we really ought to be asking ourselves first. Firstly, but in no certain order, there is the associated problem 
of carbon footprint. Where has the food come from, how did it get here and what was the cost in bringing it? 
Secondly how was the food grown and who by? What conditions were the workers under who grew it? Thirdly if we 
are importing food, and here I realise that we have to be a net importer as we are unable to grow enough to feed 
ourselves, surely we should prioritise supporting our own famers be they livestock or crop farmers? 
 This is Fairtrade fortnight so we ought to be not only thinking about the food itself and where it comes from 
but also about those who produce the food. We, at St Luke’s, are a Fairtrade church but are we doing enough for the 
Fairtrade movement? Fairtrade products seem, sadly, to be getting harder to find. Supermarkets appear to be 
stocking less of them. Nor is it just the overseas growers who are being short-changed by the wholesalers and 
distributors but our own farmers are also fighting against the big boys who are willing to pay less and less, 
sometimes even less than the cost of the production. 
 As Christians it should be our aim to do our utmost to love our neighbours as ourselves. This doesn’t just 
mean the people who live next door but our farmers and our local shop owners who sell local produce. So, where 
possible, shop locally and help to keep them and the famers in business.  
 Blessings and keep yourselves safe. 

Paul     
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He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to 

do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?                                                                                          

Micah 6 v8 

http://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lent courses:  Week Two of Bishop Michael’s ‘Making Space for Reflection’ Lent course is attached –  
‘Connecting in a Digital World’ 
If you would prefer an online Lent course, St. Mary’s at Swynnerton are holding the Church of England Lent Course,  
on Zoom, Sundays at 3pm. Please contact Nesta,  williamsnesta@yahoo.co.uk 

           
Services and events at St. Luke’s:  Everyone is welcome is come along to our meetings-  
Please do get in touch with Paul, Alan or Freda if you would like help with Zooming! (details below) 

 Sunday Service for the benefice open at 9.50 to start at 10.00 on Zoom: 
             https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82172796502?pwd=dm9PandVL1l6YTgzOFFTQzQ1L0NqQT09 
             Meeting ID: 821 7279 6502                                       Passcode: 503870 

 ZWITT Thursday morning worship 10.00 on Zoom:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3558390555?pwd=ZlNvRVcxbHZ1VWRaUzhGS1Vqcy9QZz09 
Meeting ID: 355 839 0555                                              Passcode: 758581 

 Friday evenings  Bible Study. Please use the ZWITT link as above 
 To access the Sermons please click on this link: 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4551/page/68871/view/ 

 
Church email:              stlukestittensor@gmail.com 
Church Wardens:       Pam Lowe 01785 819244                           David Porter 01785 818178    
Ministry team:            Rev Noreen Russell 01782 372992          Paul Graetz 01782 372356 
                                       Freda Bishop 01782 372924                     Alan Lowe 01785 819244 
Prayer Coordinator:  Win Growcott 01782 372714                    Follow us on Facebook 
and on A Church Near You  https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4551/ 

Date Psalm OT reading Gospel reading 

Sunday 28th February 22 vv23-end Romans Ch4 vv13-25 Mark Ch8 vv31-38 

Monday 1st March 79 vv8-9,12,14 Jeremiah Ch7 vv21-end Luke Ch6 vv36-38 

Tuesday 2nd March 50 vv8,16-end Jeremiah Ch8 vv1-15 Matthew Ch23 vv1-12 

Wednesday 3rd March 31 vv4-5,14-18 Jeremiah Ch8 vv18-9.11 Matthew Ch20 vv17-28 

Thursday 4th March 1 Jeremiah Ch9 vv12-24 Luke Ch16 vv19-end 

Friday 5th March 105 vv16-22 Jeremiah Ch10 vv1-16 Matthew Ch21 vv33-46 

Saturday 6th March 103 vv1-4,9-12 Jeremiah Ch10 vv17-24 Luke Ch15 vv1-3,11-end 

Years ago there used to be two yew trees either side of the west 
entrance pathway to the church. Well, when we laid the slabs to make a 
wider entrance for a more accessible access, we had to remove the yew 
tree on the south side.  
It was rumoured that the trees were originally cuttings from the Holy 
Land. A cutting was taken from that tree and planted by the A34 
gateway. As you walk through the gate towards the church you will see 
the tree to your right growing okay. 
                         Just a memory Graham.  
 

 

Seen on a Church Notice: 

At the Evening Service tonight the sermon topic will be ‘What is Hell?’ 
Come early and listen to our choir practice. 

 
Miss Charlene Mason sang ‘I will not pass this way again’  

giving obvious pleasure to the congregation.  
 

 

mailto:williamsnesta@yahoo.co.uk
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82172796502?pwd=dm9PandVL1l6YTgzOFFTQzQ1L0NqQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3558390555?pwd=ZlNvRVcxbHZ1VWRaUzhGS1Vqcy9QZz09
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4551/page/68871/view/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4551/


 

Making Space for Reflection Lent Course 
 

Week two: Connecting in a Digital World 
Since the first lockdown in March 2020 many of us have become reliant on the online world for work, 

worship, socialising, even for shopping and entertainment. This has changed how we connect with others 

and of course it has excluded some who do not or cannot use technology in this way. This week you are 

invited to think on the quality of relationship that is formed through these online platforms, and how the 

move towards a digital world has felt for you won connection with God and with others. 
 
Suggested Bible Passages to reflect on: 
Genesis 1:26-7 
26 Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild 
animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 
27 So God created humankind in his image,  in the image of God he created them;  
    male and female he created them. 
 
Matthew 18:20  

20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
 
Philippians 4:4-9 
 4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord 
is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, 
think about these things. 9 Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and 
seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 
Further passages:  

 Isaiah 61:1-3 

 Hebrews 10:23-25 

 Ruth 2:14-20 
 
Questions for reflection: 

How does thinking about questions of virtual connection make you feel? Why do you think that is? 

What do you think has been gained, and what has been lost? 

What are the big themes at the heart of this issue? How does the Bible speak to you about those themes? 

What is the key question or challenge for you? How does the Bible help you form the question and explore 
some responses to it? 

Further resources: 

 https://www.lichfield.anglican.org/online-worship-and-resources/ 
 https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/church-england-digital-labs 

https://www.lichfield.anglican.org/online-worship-and-resources/
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/church-england-digital-labs

