
            St Mary and All Saints,  Dunsfold, 
                    Sunday, February 14, 2021 

 ePEWS NEWS 

             Sunday next before Lent 

10am Service of  The Word (Joint live Zoom 
service with St Peter’s Hascombe) 

Click on the link below to join the 10am 
service on Sunday. The link will go live at 
around 9.45 am.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3839253168?
pwd=QlVhYnRDRWs5aUJ6Vm53TUVuNVRGZz09 

11 am Live Holy Communion service via video 
link from St Nicolas Church, Cranleigh.  
To access please go to our church website: 
www.achurchnearyou/dunsfold 

Readings and collect for the Sunday next 
before Lent. 

OT: 2 Kings 2: 1-12 
NT: 2 Corinthians 4: 3-6 
GOSPEL: Mark 9: 2-9 

Collect for the Sunday next before Lent: Almighty 
Father, whose Son was revealed in majesty before he 
suffered death upon the cross: give us grace to 
perceive his glory, that we may be strengthened to 
suffer with him and be changed into his likeness, from 
glory to glory; who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

BACK IN BUSINESS FOR ASH WEDNESDAY 
AND THE LAUNCH OF OUR LENT COURSE 

There will be an Ash Wednesday Holy Communion 
service and imposition of  ashes at Dunsfold Church on 
Wednesday, February 17 at 10am. 

Guildford Diocese has agreed that communal services 
can take place on Ash Wednesday. All Covid 
precautions will be taken at church and parishioners 
are under no pressure to attend because Reverend Ian 
intends to use the new WiFi system in church and 
broadcast the service via a Zoom link to those who 
prefer to stay at home. 

The service will also be recorded with a link put on our 
website: achurchneareyou/dunsfold so if  you’re not free 
at 10am on Wednesday you can watch it later in the day 
or week. 

And at 6pm on Ash Wednesday Revend Ian will launch 
our Lent course via Zoom. Everyone is welcome. 

We’re still investigating ways of  raising money for the 
Bishop of  Guildford’s Lent Appeal this year. One or two 
ideas have been tabled. If  you have any thoughts please 
let us know and we can launch our campaign in next 
week’s Pews News. 

HOME DELIVERIES AVAILABLE  
FROM OUR POPULAR POP-UP STALL 

The coronavirus has prevented the proper roll-out of  
the Pop Up Stall on The Common but Judith Lahey-
Bean and Anne Cannings have been working hard 
producing some splendid home-made marmalade 
and Sheila Jones is primed to deliver to your home. 
To make an order please call Sheila on 200204. 

For almost a year Daily Hope has been offering a free 
telephone service as outreach to support people at 
their homes. 

In addition to hymns, reflections and prayers, more 
options are being added to help people in these times 
of  need. The line also offers chair exercises on the 
phone which are vital, but gentle exercises to help with 
circulation and fitness for the most isolated section of  
the community. 

And from this month there will be ‘Sleep well with Daily 
Hope’. Many people, young and old, are struggling to 
sleep at the moment so Daily Hope has launched a 
series of  gentle relaxing reflections using Bible verses 
for callers to listen to while they try to relax and sleep. 

The Daily Hope freephone number is 0800 804 8044 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3839253168?pwd=QlVhYnRDRWs5aUJ6Vm53TUVuNVRGZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3839253168?pwd=QlVhYnRDRWs5aUJ6Vm53TUVuNVRGZz09


UPSTAIRS, DOWNSTAIRS & 
BISHOP JO’S REFLECTIONS 
ON THE TRANSFIGURATION 

Two friends had a day-off plan to meet up in the 
Lake District for some fresh air and fell-walking. 
They arranged to meet at a youth hostel where one 
was staying over and where the other would come 
after breakfast.  

This was a good few years back –before the days of mobile 
phones. The one driving duly showed up with 15 minutes or 
so to spare, full of excitement given the beautiful weather, 
just nice time to put on his boots. By 10 o’clock he was 
tapping his fingers and eager to get out walking. He 
wandered inside to look, even into the kitchen in case 
breakfast was running late. No sign of the friend. Had he 
misunderstood the arrangements – and got the wrong 
hostel? Then the worries started to set in - had the friend 
arrived last night? As the minutes ticked by frustration grew 
into anger at the prospect of ‘losing’ a gorgeous morning 
after a pre-dawn start.  

It was at this point that the friend sauntered by, wearing a 
pair of slippers and with a cup of coffee in his hand. 
Imagine the scene: both speechless - one smiling, the other 
aghast. All the anticipated delight at a rendezvous 
evaporated as they realised what had happened. The youth 
hostel had an upstairs. One had been waiting for the other 
in a comfy sitting area upstairs that the other didn’t know 
existed, where it never occurred to him to look. If it wasn’t 
for searching out a cup of coffee it could have been like 
that for hours.  

This story gets referenced every time these two meet up – 
such that variants now abound. But the basic theme doesn’t 
change –one is stuck downstairs, anxious and limited in his 
looking, while the other is luxuriating in the view upstairs, 
seemingly on a different plane. 

I think this explains something of what the gospels call 
transfiguration. We’re half-way through Mark’s gospel. By 
this point the disciples know Jesus: they know he does 
plenty of amazing and wonderful things and says many 
beautiful and true things, but they still assume he’s 
basically the same as them.  

Then a couple of them go up a mountain with him and it’s 
like the veil slips and they’re invited into a whole other 
world. All the time they thought there was just a 
downstairs and then suddenly, exhilaratingly, they discover 
there’s an upstairs too. Jesus is completely at home in it, 
even when the Father’s voice thunders from above. And 
more remarkably still, it seems there’s a place for them 
there, hanging out with the likes of Moses and Elijah. 
They’ve been given a glimpse of glory. It’s a glory that’s 
faithful to the story of Israel, a glory that has Jesus at the 
centre of it, a glory that has God speaking words of love, a 
glory that has a place for them in it, however stumbling 
and clumsy they are, and finally a glory in which Jesus 
touches them tenderly in their fear. A whole lot of glory: 
which they discover in a matter of seconds.  

I want to ask you how this experience, this glimpse of glory, 
might shape us as present-day disciples of Jesus – how an 
experience that was transformational for Peter James and 
John might transform us: even (especially?) in the midst of 
this pandemic. How does discovery of the floor upstairs, 
impact those who live and breathe downstairs, who worry 

and isolate, who wait and tap their fingers until their turn 
for the vaccine?  

In particular, how might the transfiguration shape our 
praying in the midst of this pandemic? How does that extra 
dimension of ‘glory’ inspire prayer to wrap around a world 
which has been taken hostage by a virus, to confront a 
tragedy that is unravelling livelihoods and childhoods, to 
bring light even though there’s no sign of the dawn? How 
might we best pray? 

Do you say a resurrection prayer, one that dares to hope for 
a miracle whereby the God who raised Jesus from the dead 
restores our world so its peoples and nations are brought 
back from the brink and returned to full health? We long for 
God to act – to demonstrate once and for all the power of 
love, the promise of shalom, the goodness to heal, and the 
compassion that never ends. And so we wonder if we should 
be gathering our forces and finding the faith to ask God to 
do amazing things, each and every day, to turn tragedy into 
victory. 

But I’m willing to bet you’ve also seen hopes dashed by 
those kind of prayers. It’s sobering to see the harsh realities 
of covid, and a part of you prefers to ask for wisdom to 
manage the crisis than a miracle to take it away. Even 
though you know our faith is founded on resurrection and 
it’s the miracle our world most longs for, you hesitate to 
offer that kind of prayer. Perhaps it seems a tad unrealistic. 

And so perhaps you turn to the other conventional kind of 
prayer, let’s call it the prayer of incarnation calling for the 
Holy Spirit to be with us despite the circumstances. It 
recognises how Jesus was broken, desolate, alone, on the 
brink of death, and that this is all part of being human, all 
part of the deal you sign onto the day you’re born. Our 
bodies and minds are fragile, frail, and sometimes feeble. 
There’s no guarantee life will be easy, comfortable, or 
happy. The prayer of incarnation says, ‘God, in Jesus you 
shared our pain, our foolishness, and our sheer bad luck; 
you took on our flesh with all its fragility and weakness. 
Visit our world: give us patience to endure what lies ahead, 
hope to get through every trying day, and companions to 
reveal your love to those in most need.’ While the 
resurrection prayer expects God to do all the work, this 
kind of prayer stirs us into action ourselves. If we say ‘send 
companions to reveal your love,’ we’ve got to be wondering 
if there’s anyone better placed to be such a companion 
than we ourselves, even as we know our own powerlessness 
and inadequacy.  

I’m painting two extremes as I describe these two kinds of 
prayer, but I suspect you recognise them. In many 
circumstances resurrection and incarnation prayers say 
pretty much all we want or need or ought to say. But come 
back with me to the mountain of transfiguration and 
glimpse what the disciples saw. There’s a third kind of 
prayer – a prayer of transfiguration. Just as in the youth 
hostel my friend discovered a whole reality going on that 
was part of his reality and affected his reality, but about 
which he was unaware and ignorant, so on the mountain 
the disciples discovered that Christ was part of a 
conversation with Israel and God and was dwelling in glory 
in a way they had no idea about and could hardly grasp - 
and yet set everything on a different plane.  

So, hear the invitation to a third kind of prayer. ‘God, in 
your Son’s transfiguration we see a whole reality within and 
beneath and beyond what we thought we understood; in 
our times of bewilderment and confusion, show this world 
your glory, that in the midst of pandemic people may find a 
deeper truth to their lives than they ever knew, make 



firmer friends than they ever had, discover reasons for 
living beyond what they’d ever imagined, and be folded 
into your grace like never before.’  

That’s a different kind of a prayer. The prayer of 
resurrection has a certain defiance about it – in the face of 
what seem to be all the known facts, it calls on God to 
produce the goods and turn the situation round. It has 
courage and hope but there’s always that fear that it has a 
bit of fantasy as well. The prayer of incarnation is honest 
and unflinching about the present and the future, but some 
might find it’s swathed in the tragedy. Going back to the 
youth hostel analogy, it’s so concerned to face the reality 
of being downstairs that there’s always that fear that it’s 
never going to grasp the glory of what lies above. 

To work out the ingredients of the prayer of transfiguration, 
let’s go back to the reading from Mark 9. There’s glory – the 
glory of the Lord in the face of Jesus Christ. There’s the 
pattern of God’s story in Israel and the church, a story that 
finds its most poignant moments in the midst of suffering 
and exile. There’s the loving, tender, presence and 
heavenly voice of God the Father – a voice that for the only 
time in their lives, the disciples hear and understand. And 
there’s the extraordinary realisation that, even though all 
this could have gone on without them, the disciples have 
been caught up in the life of the Trinity, the mystery of 
salvation, the unfolding of God’s heart, the beauty of 
holiness.  

Maybe that’s our real prayer for our world. Maybe that’s our 
real prayer for ourselves, in the midst of whatever it is that 
each of us wrestles with today. Not so much, ‘Fix this and 
take it off my desk!’ Nor even, ‘Be with me and share in my 
struggle.’ But something more like, ‘Make this trial and 
tragedy, this problem and pain, a glimpse of your glory, a 
window into your world, where I can see your face, glimpse 
the mystery, and walk with angels and saints. Bring me 
closer to you in this crisis than I ever have been in calmer 
times. Make this a moment of truth, and when I cower in 
fear and feel alone, touch me, raise me, and make me alive 
like never before.’ There’s a covid prayer, for our world, for 
our neighbours and for ourselves. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR  PRAYERS 

CHURCH: The technical team working for the Church of 
England in Guildford and other dioceses who have helped to 
guide and inspire on-line worship. 

WORLD: We pray for Janani Luwum, recognised by the 
Anglican Church as a modern martyr. He was the 
Archbishop of Uganda when arrested by President 
Idi Amin for treason in 1977. It was claimed he died 
in a car crash as he tried to escape his captors but 
when his body was released to his family it was 
riddled with bullets. He was 55. Uganda stage a 
public holiday in his honour on February 16. 

THE SICK: Amanda and Hugh, Tim Bailey, Michael Burt, 
Sarah Godwin and John Davies, 

              Jan and Mark Knott, Sally Rivett, Sue Simper,  
              Jacky Williams, Alli, Judy Bolt,  
              Sue and Dennis Evans, Sami Bennewith,  
              Lizzy Laverty. 

THE DEPARTED: Paddy Laverty. 

DUNSFOLD CHURCH IN ACTION 

Our commitment to Dunsfold Church in 
Action has never wavered and while life has 
become a little easier than in the first 
lockdown members of the church community 
are still helping the less mobile around the 
parish. 

But we have been asked to reproduce the list 
of first responders you can call on for 
assistance. It might be for shopping or to 
help you fulfil a medical appointment. It may 
even be that someone feels lonely and 
isolated. We are here to help. 

If you need help don’t hesitate to call: 
Rev Ian Maslin (priest in charge)  200048 
Susie Maslin 200048 
Sheila Jones (churchwarden) 200204 
Jan Richardson (churchwarden) 200519 
Pam Walker 201140 
David Walker 201140 

SAFEGUARDING IN YOUR CHURCH 

We take safeguarding seriously in Dunsfold Church. If 
you have any concerns or information you wish to pass 
on please contact our safeguarding officer, Hazel 
Wiltshire on 01403 753847 or email her at hazel 
wiltshire@talktalk.net 

DONATIONS DURING LOCKDOWN 

If you wish to make a donation to Dunsfold 
Church during the lockdown please go to our 
church website: www.achurchnearyou/dunsfold 

On the opening page you will see Dunsfold Church 
online. Just click on this link and it will take you to 
our donations page. Given the current  challenging 
climate all donations will be gratefully received. 

THE LAST WORD… 

Stephen Cottrell, the Archbishop of York, 
and author of a special Lent book titled 
“Come and See - Learning from the life 
of Peter’. 

“When you open the Bible, 
you are not being invited just 
to read a book but meet a 
person. The Bible introduces 
us to Jesus; it then becomes 
the handbook of our Christian 
faith, guiding us through life 
until that great day when we 
will see God face to face.” 

mailto:wiltshire@talktalk.net


 


