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February opens with Candlemas – the 
naming of Jesus in the temple. Simeon and 
Anna praised God to see the promised 
Messiah, sent by a loving God to save 
his people.   February also celebrates the 
love between a man and woman: Valentine 
cards and romance abound.  ‘Love’ as in 
social compassion is also remembered: 
Fair Trade fortnight, Holocaust Memorial 
Day, World Leprosy Day, and National 
Nest Box Week.... Love is truly needed by 
everyone!

Candlemas

naming
Christ
Candle-
mas 
Simeon

Anna
temple
love
Valentine
romance

Matthias
Fairtrade 
Fortnight
coffee
bananas

chocolate
justice
poverty
nest box
marriage

wedding
Holocaust 
leprosy 

DID YOU KNOW THE DORCAS 
CENTRE IS AVAILABLE TO 

HIRE!!!

All day Saturdays, Sunday 
afternoons and some Thursday 

evenings.

Also most times in the 
School holidays

If you would like to check the 
dates then ring Sandra on

281924 or 07718764422
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Hello everyone, at Christmas I was given 
a book about the part of the bible called 
“Lamentations”.  “That sounds a bit 
gloomy,” I thought, but it’s really good and 
I’d like to share a bit with you.

Lamentations tells us how people felt 
when their town, Jerusalem, was defeated 
by its enemies and overrun. We have so 
much in common with how they felt! 

Those who should have helped them, let 
them down; passers-by who could have 
helped, ignored them; their strongest 
defences were tossed aside; relatives 
and friends were taken away; the town’s 
glory and treasure were gone. The most 
vulnerable people in society suffered 
most. Even spiritual leaders failed them.

The town feels as though it’s going to 
faint. There seems to be no end to the 
misery. They’re running out of hope. 

Lamentations is made up of 5 shortish 
poems. The third poem reminds us that 
God’s love is, “new every morning,” in 
other words, it never runs out.  It tells 
us that no matter what has happened to 
us this is still a fact: God is loving and 
compassionate. The writer of the poems 
makes it clear that s/he has a relationship 
with God, that God is a real person, not 
a force nor an influence. He’s a thinking, 

feeling being and the writer speaks 
frankly to him, no holds barred. It’s just 
the same for us- we can tell him anything 
and everything and he’ll listen. And so we 
are reminded not to be so overwhelmed 
by our tragedies that we forget this 
relationship with God. And the poems 
invite God not to forget his relationship 
with us. When we think we’re holding on 
to him by a thread the reality is that he 
has a firm hold on us.

Hold on to me Lord God, when I can’t 
hold on any longer. Turn towards me and 
make it possible for me to turn to you. 
Remind me that your steadfast love never 
ceases, your mercies never come to an 
end. Amen

Joan

With thanks to John Goldingay.

https://youtu.be/AJg31komsak

On  
reflection Joan Peacock,

Lay Reader

https://youtu.be/AJg31komsak
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Roy Baker and Pauline Peace, 
Church Wardens

Wardens’ 
Update Roy Baker and Pauline Peace, 

Church Wardens

We hope you are still keeping well in 
these testing times and we also hope that 
many of you are receiving the vaccine or 
will be in the next few weeks.

Last month saw us back into lockdown, 
however we did manage to have one last 
live service which was also live streamed,  
we only allowed ten people in Church for 
the service who, had booked before the 
the new restrictions came into force.

The service was led by Carolyn and 
because of the small number in Church it 
was also live streamed. The service was 
held because Carolyn said. ‘Straight. 
after Christmas we were put back into 
lockdown. It  was like a slap in the face 
although I suppose we were expecting 
it. Christmas is a time to rejoice, give 
thanks, to remind ourselves that in 
darkness, at moments of despair, God’s 
love is constant. To me the service was 
an extension, not of Christmas but so that 
we could all know that we are there for 
each other. Our doors are closed but not 
our hearts. Our love and friendship will 
never alter, as will God’s love never fail. 
Selfishly, something inside me needed 
it and wanted to share with you all and I 
know we will come out of this terrible time 
and our doors will open for us to come 
together again.’   

Again we would like to thank Mark, 
Carolyn and Joan for leading or taking 
part in services both online and live. Also 
a big thank you to Simon Gordon for live 
streaming Carolyn’s service.  

When the PCC met last month it was 
decided because of the Government’s 
advice to stay at home except for 
essential journeys, that the Church should 
close for services and private prayer until 
it was safe to resume. Of course Zoom 
and Online services will continue. 

Some sad news Les Randall who has 
been a good friend of St. Paul’s for many 
years, some time ago Les had been a 
member of the choir and served on the 
PCC. He regularly attended the 6.30pm 
evening service, sadly died on January 
15th. I am sure our thoughts and prayers 
are with Eileen his wife and their family, I 
am sure we will all miss him. 

The Youth and Children group have been 
holding their regular zoom meetings 
on Friday nights. This month  they have 
been exploring versus from the bible and 
making posters.

We are sorry that the news on services 
is not better, but I am sure we all agree 
we must keep everyone safe and when  
we do open the Church is when it will be 
safe to do so. Please check Facebook 
and the Church notice board for any 
news.   

God Bless

Roy and Pauline
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St Paul’s Dosthill Church Zoom Service

Bringing Church  
to your Living Room!
Every Sunday Through Lockdown
at 11am
All Age Family Friendly Zoom Service

To join visit www.zoom.us
Click Join a Meeting
For Meeting ID and Passcode email 
simonjgordon@ntlworld.com

mailto:simonjgordon%40ntlworld.com?subject=Zoom%20meeting
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Cover Story 
The Youth and Children Group have been 
exploring the Lord’s Prayer over the last 
few weeks (in amongst fun online games 
and challenges!). Last month the youth 
group were challenged with creating a 
bible verse poster that they could use to 
help them pray. This month’s front cover 
features Toby’s design, and this is what 
he had to say about his poster:

“I chose this bible verse for this week’s 
youth and children’s activity. It was in a 
Bear Grylls book and I’m reading it with 
my Dad. 

It is a light that shines in the darkness 

News & 
Views

and the darkness has not overcome it. 
John 1:5

Bear Grylls says in his book: There is a 
light  within us wherever we go. We bring 
a light brighter than darkness. Wherever 
we go we can love, kindness and blessing. 
We are a blessing machine.

It also reminded me of the hymn we have 
sung at family service, Let Your Light 
Shine by Hillsong. Matthew 5: 15-16”

Well done Toby and we will feature a 
cover design by another member of the 
youth group next month. Simon Gordon

Children’s Society Boxes
 On behalf of the Children’s Society a big 
thank you for all your box donations.

A cheque for £500 has been sent and I 
have received a letter thanking us.

Quote from letter.

Your change makes a big difference. 
thank you to the box holders at St. Paul’s 
Church Dosthill for collectively raising a 
total of £500 for the children’s Society. 
You are helping to improve the lives of 
children who feel scared, unloved and like 
they simple don’t matter.

If you do not have a collection box for the 
Children’s Society and would like one, 
please let me know.

Pauline Peace 
Box co-ordinator
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LiveLent: 
God’s Story, Our Story - our Lent 
reflections

‘LiveLent: God’s Story, Our Story’ is the 
Church of England’s Lent campaign for 
2021, and based on the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s Lent book for 2021,  Living 
His Story  by Hannah Steele,  published 
by SPCK.

A booklet is available from CHP  inviting 
each of us to reflect on our own story of 
God and how we might share it through 
our everyday lives as part of our Christian 
witness. You can also sign up for CofE’s   
free Lent email reflections, from Ash 
Wednesday (17 February) to Easter 
Sunday (4 April). Each weekly reflection 
includes a short passage from the Bible, 
a brief exploration of the reading, and a 
prayer. 

TDCS
The Tamworth and District Civic Society 
(TDCS) sends best wishes for 2021 to 
all our members and friends at St. Paul’s, 
and hopes that you all stay safe and well 
until better days return.  Although TDCS 
cannot meet physically for the time-being, 
please remember that if you have internet 
access you can stay in touch with us, and 
follow local matters, via our social media:-  

Website & Blog at: http://www.
tamworthcivicsociety.co.uk 
Facebook page: @
tamworthcivicsociety    https://www.
facebook.com/TamworthCivicSociety 
Instagram page: @

tamworthcivsoc    https://www.instagram.
com/tamworthcivsoc 
Twitter page: @tamworthcivic    https://
twitter.com/TamworthCivic

David Biggs 
 

No Internet? Get church on 
your phone 
If you know people without internet 
access who would like spiritual support 
whilst church buildings are closed, please 
let them know that the Church of England 
offers a FREE national ‘Daily Hope’ 
telephone line at 0800 804 8044, with 
music, prayers, reflections, & worship 
services. 

Pauline Peace captured this beautiful 
photo of some Snowdrops putting in 
an appearance in the church grounds 
recently.

https://spckpublishing.co.uk/living-his-story
https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/books/9781781402320/live-lent
https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/what-we-believe/lent-holy-week-and-easter/livelent-gods-story-our-story-our-lent
http://www.tamworthcivicsociety.co.uk/
http://www.tamworthcivicsociety.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/TamworthCivicSociety/
https://www.facebook.com/TamworthCivicSociety/
https://www.instagram.com/tamworthcivsoc/
https://www.instagram.com/tamworthcivsoc/
https://twitter.com/TamworthCivic
https://twitter.com/TamworthCivic
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Poetry
Corner

Winter

Icicles melting in the watery sun 
tiny teardrops softly fall,
Trees are sleeping in the whispering 
wood
As distant curlews call.

In the shadowed silence of the ebbing 
light
Frozen waters cease to flow,
Trees like shivering sentinels stand
Leafless boughs laden with snow.

The lonely moon casts silver beams
On the sleeping world below,
In the stillness of the silent night
The sighing breezes blow.

The morning mist in its ghostly gown
Silently drifts on by,
A blanket of snow adorns the land
Beneath the sombre sky.

Although the winds blow cold and chill
And trees are stark and bare,
Snowdrops raise their tiny heads
And brave the frosty air.

So dream of golden daffodils
And soon the birds will sing,
Welcoming the new born lambs
The harbingers of spring.

by Bryan Choules
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Leek & Celeriac Soup
This creamy soup is easy to make and 
really delicious. I bought a celeriac 
reduced in December and found it at 
the bottom of my second fridge (one I 
have in my outside utility for overspill) 
during January, so after finding this 
recipe I thought I would use it. Being 
a root vegetable it will keep at a cool 
temperature for weeks so I had no 
hesitation cooking it. 

Serves 4

3tbsp olive oil
2 large leeks, (about 360g) trimmed 
and cut into 2cm slices 
1/2 medium celeriac (about 375g), 
scrubbed and peeled if necessary and 
cut into 2cm chunks 
15g fresh root ginger peeled and finely 
chopped
1 vegetable stock cube
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
Chopped fresh parsley to serve 
(optional)

1. Place the oil in a large saucepan, 
gently fry the leeks and celeriac over 
a medium heat for 5 mins, or until 
softened but not coloured, stirring 
regularly. 

As we are yet again living under 
restrictions, I’m sure like me one of the 
things you are doing, is cooking and 
making do with whatever is in the fridge 
and larder.

Due to the very cold wintery conditions 
we have been experiencing, something 
we have been enjoying is home cooked 
soup. There is nothing more comforting 
then a warm bowl of delicious fresh 
soup, so this month all my recipes are 
soups that I have cooked and thoroughly 
enjoyed.  They can all be batch cooked 
and frozen to enjoy another day. They 
will also keep well in a fridge for up to a 
week, so no excuse, give at least one of 
them a try. 

If possible serve the soups with warm 
crusty bread. Enjoy!

Lynn’s  
Recipes

  By Lynn Smith
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2. Add the ginger and cook for 1 
minute more. 

3. Crumble the stock cube over the 
top then add 800ml of water. Bring 
to the boil then reduce the heat and 
simmer for 15-20 mins or until the 
celeriac is very soft. Stir occasionally.

4. Remove from the heat then blitz with 
a stick blender. 

5. Season, then if using straightaway 
reheat gently and add fresh parsley 
if using. If you think it is too thick just 
thin slightly with some boiled water. 

Creamy Parsnip & Apple 
Soup 
Serves 6

25g butter
1tbsp vegetable oil
2 medium onions chopped
600g parsnips cut into 2cm pieces
2 garlic cloves crushed
600g cooking apples. Peeled 
quartered and cut into chunks
1 litre vegetable stock
150ml milk
Salt & freshly blacked pepper

1. Melt the butter and oil in a large 
saucepan. 

2. Gently fry the onions and parsnips 
for 15mins or until the onions are 
softened. 

3. Add the garlic and apples and cook 
for a further 2 mins. 

4. Pour over the stock and bring to the 
boil. Reduce the heat and simmer for 
about 20 mins 

5. Remove from the heat and season 
with salt and black pepper.

6. Blitz with a stick blender until 
smooth. 

7. Stir in the milk, adding a little extra if 
required. Season to taste. 

All-in-one chunky  Winter 
Broth
This is super easy and low fat. 

Serves 4 

2 x 400g/14oz cans chopped 
tomatoes
2litres/3½ pints vegetable stock
4 carrots , peeled and sliced
2 x 420g/15oz cans mixed beans , 
drained and rinsed
175g spinach
1 tbsp roasted red pepper pesto

1. Tip the canned tomatoes into a 
saucepan along with the stock, bring 
to the boil, then turn down the heat 
and throw in the carrots. 

2. Gently simmer the soup until the 
carrots are cooked, about 15 
minutes.

3. Stir in the pulses and spinach and 
heat until the spinach has wilted. 

4. Spoon in the pesto and gently mix 
into the soup. 
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A few highlights from the last few months of the Youth and Children’s group
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All in the 
month of 
February from Parish Pump

It was: 

200 years ago, on 23rd Feb 1821 that 
John Keats, the poet, died of tuberculosis, 
aged 25.

125 years ago, on 1st Feb 1896 that 
the premiere of Giacomo Puccini’s opera 
La boheme, took place in Turin, Italy.

75 years ago, on 11th Feb 1946 that 
The Revised Standard Version of the 
New Testament was published. It was 
the first major English-language update 
of the Bible since the King James version 
published in 1611.

70 years ago, on 27th Feb 1951 that the 
22nd Amendment to the US Constitution 
was ratified. It limits the President to two 
terms in office.

65 years ago, on 11th Feb 1956 that 
two members of the Cambridge spy 
ring, British diplomats Guy Burgess 
and Donald Maclean, announced that 
they had defected to the Soviet Union. 
They had both vanished in mysterious 
circumstances in 1951.

50 years ago, on 15th Feb 1971 that 
the UK’s currency was decimalised.

40 years ago, on 24th Feb 1981 that 
Buckingham Palace announced the 
engagement of Prince Charles and Lady 
Diana Spencer.

30 years ago, on 28th Feb 1991 that 
the Gulf War ended at midnight when a 
ceasefire came into effect.

25 years ago, on 15th Feb 1996 that 
the oil tanker Sea Empress ran aground 
near Milford Haven, Wales, causing a 
major oil spill along the coastlines of 
Wales and Ireland.

20 years ago, on 19th Feb 2001 that 
the first case of foot-and-mouth disease 
in the 2001 UK outbreak was detected at 
an abattoir in Essex. The EU subsequently 
banned all British meat, milk and livestock 
exports.

10 years ago, on 22nd Feb 2011 
that the Canterbury earthquake in New 
Zealand took place. 185 people were 
killed and up to 2,000 injured., and there 
was widespread damage across the city.
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January

Funerals

11 Vicky Oberg 

19  Trevor Shakesheave  

Contact
Rev Mark 
Waterstreet, 
Curate 
07976 800481
m.waterstreet50 
@gmail.com

Lay Readers
Carolyn Baker
01827 703541

Joan Peacock
01827 282850

Church Wardens
Roy Baker
01827 703541

Pauline Peace
(contact for hiring 
Norman Chapel) 
01827 250676

Editor
Simon Gordon
07779 364303 
simonjgordon 
@ntlworld.com

Quick Sudoku: Solution in next issue

January’s solution:

Article 
submission 
deadline:
3rd Friday of the 
month please

Our Sunday Services
See page 5 for the latest details

Church and Worship Online

Check on St Paul’s Facebook Page 
and Youtube, if you can, for our 
weekly Sunday Evening Prayer 
Service.

 
tinyurl.com/stpaulsdosthill     

facebook.com/ 
stpaulsdosthill

There are also weekly services on 
the Church of England website:

www.churchofengland.org/more/
media-centre/church-online

a
M

mailto:m.waterstreet50%20%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:m.waterstreet50%20%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:simonjgordon%20%40ntlworld.com?subject=
mailto:simonjgordon%20%40ntlworld.com?subject=
http://tinyurl.com/stpaulsdosthill
http://facebook.com/stpaulsdosthill
http://facebook.com/stpaulsdosthill
http://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
http://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online

