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 Welcome to St. Thomas’!  
____________________________________________________________________ 

Forthcoming Services 

Please note - our twice monthly live Services of Holy Communion have been 
suspended until further notice. 
 
Services will continue to be shared online. 
 
 
Sunday 21st February:  Focusing on Genesis 9:8-17, 1 Peter 3:18-end, Mark 1:9-15 
 
Sunday 28th February: Jesus Predicts His Death For The First Time, Mark 8:31-end 
 
 

 

St Thomas’ Website - www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/) 

St. Thomas’ Facebook -  www.facebook.com/stthomasaldridge/  

Phone 01922 453942 / Email office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk 

  

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/
http://www.facebook.com/stthomasaldridge/
http://www.facebook.com/stthomasaldridge/
http://www.facebook.com/stthomasaldridge/
file:///C:/Users/Mike/Documents/Admin/Notice%20Sheets/2020/office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk
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_______________________________________________________________________________  

Rev’s Ramblings – 18th February 2021 
 

The short prayer at the end of my Bible reading notes last Sunday really spoke to me – “Father, 

help me to remember that mine ‘are the hands with which God is to bless His people’ (St Teresa of 

Avila)”.  Just a simple prayer, but it made me think of all the things we do with our hands.   

 

Our hands are amazing, aren’t they?  The chubby little hands of a baby that clings tightly to your 

finger for the first time.  The hands that learn to tie shoelaces, to wave hello and goodbye, to 

hold on to your boyfriend/girlfriend, to cook, to clean – even the hands that do dishes (if you 

remember that one, then you’re as old as me!!) … we’d be totally lost without them, wouldn’t 

we??!! 

 

Just stop and think about yours for a moment – what have your hands done to bless God’s 

people?  Not much, you might think.  But … have yours been the hands that have: 

† been folded together in prayer? 

† given out food parcels? 

† healed someone or relieved their pain? 

† held chalk to teach children? 

† made crafts to sell for Christian charities? 

† held out a tissue to someone in distress? 

† written a sermon or a talk? 

† typed up a noticesheet? 

† made food for someone? 

† held the hand of someone sick or dying? 

† sent a text or email or picked up the phone to 

someone who is lonely? 

† held out a bunch of flowers? 

Whatever our hands do for someone else blesses God’s people, so don’t ever think your hands 

are idle and not used for God’s glory! 

 

 

Blessings 

Sue Quibell 
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_______________________________________________________________________________  

MISSION FOCUS - TEARFUND – February 2021 

 
 
 
Whilst some of those involved in the US violence carried banners with Christian images, this in no way 
reflects true discipleship and the role most Christians have played historically and today in supporting 
democracy and the rule of law around the world. 
 

Peace and Provision 
Across Africa, Asia and Latin America, many countries where Tearfund works have a weak democracy or 
none at all. When the rule of law is fragile, it forces many millions of people into extreme poverty. 
 
Tearfund staff and partners are in these places, feeding malnourished people, restoring hope and helping 
to bring peace. From South Sudan to Nigeria, the Rohingya camps to the refugee camps in Beirut, we are 
standing with the most vulnerable and helping them be released from the grip of poverty. 
 
Our advocacy work in many of the world’s most dangerous countries directly supports democracy and the 
rule of law. 
 

People of hope 
What we have seen in the US undermines those crucial efforts and the respect with which democracy is 
held around the world. They remind us that in every country democracy is fragile. It can be thrown away if 
it is not protected and upheld by Christians and others who believe in its importance. 
 
As followers of Jesus Christ, we are people of hope. We trust in our Lord and know that ultimately he will 
work out all things for good.  We believe democracy, freedom and the rule of law has a bright future in all 
countries around the world.  Christians and local churches have always been and will always be at the 
forefront of the work to establish and maintain it and that is why our mission is to follow Jesus where the 
need is greatest, responding to crisis and partnering with local churches to bring restoration to those 
living in poverty. 
 
Thank you for your support and we hope you can carry on your support through  
2021 with prayer, action and giving. 
 
God Bless, Janet Berrill, TEARFUND CHURCH REP 
 
Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute.  Speak up and 
judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy. 
PROVERBS 31: 8-9 
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_______________________________________________________________________________  

Digital Resources For Online Worship and Prayer  
 

Virtual Sunday School:  Every week, Virtual Sunday School release a fun Sunday School session to watch 
involving a story, activity or game and prayer.  These are full of energy and lots of fun. These can be 
watched here: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMu2bG8L2dp7ywUZVa9uXDA  
 
Bible Buds:  On Facebook every fortnight https://www.facebook.com/biblebuds/  
 
Worship for Everyone 
For a whole host of fun, faith filled family worship and story sessions available online, do check out the 
Drake Family either on facebook: https://www.facebook.com/worshipforeveryone  
or on you tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2dYemDuCz36mIKAt0DwhcA  
 
Lichfield Diocese Daily Prayer:  A daily prayer video posted on the diocesan Facebook page every 
weekday at 1pm for people across the diocese to join in prayer together.  
 
Lectio 365 – this is a free downloadable audio app, providing a daily devotional resource that helps you 
pray the Bible every day. 
  

BBC Radio 4 Daily Services at 9.45am each morning.   

Services are available every day with spiritual reflection, bible reading, prayer and Christian music.  Simply 
tune in at 9.45am. 
Friday 19th – The Beloved Son 
Monday 22nd – Jesus’ Family and Friends: Parents 
At the time of writing this, services for the following days had not yet been given a title 
 
BBC Radio 4 Sunday Worship – 18th February at 8.10am –  
Lent 1 – Jesus and the Father: United 
Marking the first Sunday in Lent, with Father Dermot Preston of St Aloysius’ RC Church in Glasgow and 
spirituality guide, Mary O’Duffin.  Readings: John 12, Matthew 4:1-11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMu2bG8L2dp7ywUZVa9uXDA
https://www.facebook.com/biblebuds/
https://www.facebook.com/worshipforeveryone
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2dYemDuCz36mIKAt0DwhcA
https://anglican.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=acaad43ba0b06e97275112db2&id=6a9a35873d&e=519906175d
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______________________________________________________________________________________ 

PRAYING TOGETHER 
 
PRAYER 
At this time of the third lockdown some of us are still praying each week at the times our regular prayer 
meetings would have been held and as suggested at the beginning of first lockdown.  Even though we 
cannot meet in person we can still meet in spirit.  What I have found very helpful is to phone a close 
friend from church and have a prayer time over the phone.  It has been a great blessing to share our 
thoughts and feelings through the months and spend some quiet time in the Lord’s presence together.  I 
would recommend this way of praying if you have an anytime plan with your phone but it’s not such a 
good idea if it’s pay per minute as an hour or so can soon pass and can be very costly.  I’m sure there are 
other ways of connecting if you are into technology. 
I would just like to mention the various ways of getting prayer for ourselves, our friends or our families 
whist we are not meeting up and just a reminder that nothing is too small or too  
big to ask for the Lord’s help with: 
 
Prayer Circle 
The prayer circle is a group of about a dozen people who are willing to pray for anyone or any situation 
that needs prayer.  A weekly list of prayer needs is produced which is circulated to Prayer Circle Members 
and remains confidential to that group and is not shared anywhere else.  Prayer requests should be 
passed on to Liz Spiers at Lizspiers55@blueyonder.co.uk.  If your request is for someone else please 
ensure you have their permission before sharing.   
 
Special prayer list 
This was originally set up to pray for those known to us who were suffering the effects of, or affected by, 
Covid19 but has now expanded to include those who have other needs and wish to be prayed for by all 
members of the church rather than within the confines of the Prayer Circle. This information should still 
respectfully be kept within the congregation.  Any requests for this list should either be passed on to Liz 
Spiers or Genette Andrews in church office.  If your request is for someone else please ensure you have 
their permission before sharing.   
We need to keep on praying, however we do it.  The Lord needs to hear our prayers for our world and 
ourselves.  Be encouraged that the Lord does hear all our prayers. ‘The prayers of a righteous person has 
great power’  James 6.16    Liz Spires, Prayer Coordinator 
 

Weekly Zoom Prayers:  If you would like to take part in our weekly live Zoom prayer meetings you would 

be most welcome to join on Sundays at 5.30pm for the whole church. If you would like to take part, 

please give Roland a ring on 01922458769. He will help you to join the meeting, and provide you with the 

relevant pass numbers.  Roland Jones 

 

A CALL TO PRAYER:  The situation regarding the Covid-19 virus is worsening daily, but what can we do 
about it? WE CAN PRAY!!   In normal times we’d be asking you to meet at church to pray together, but 
obviously we can’t do that. So, can we ask you to commit to praying at 6pm each day, then we know we’ll 
be praying powerfully together every day.   Please also continue to pray for this situation during your 
usual prayer time.   
This is the least we can do for one of our sisters in Christ, and for all those who daily put their own lives at 
risk in fighting Covid. There is strength in praying together.  (Jesus said..) Again, truly I tell you that if two 
of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For 
where two or three gather in my Name, there I am with them. Matthew 18:19-20.  Thank you.   
The Wardens, Sue and Jeremy * https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/62951/view/ 
 
 

mailto:Lizspiers55@blueyonder.co.uk
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/62951/view/
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NOTICES 
 
Sunday Services:  Our Services will continue online, and we’re trying to get a bit more variety into them.  
Many of you seem to have enjoyed the sermons from our bishops in January, and to continue to help out, 
they have decided that they, the archdeacons and others will carry on recording sermons up to Easter, so 
we’ll be using some of these – it’s always good to hear new voices and interpretations!  We’re also going 
to try linking in to services at Aldridge.  
 
Testimonies / Life Examples:  We’d like to include testimonies or examples of how God has been helping 

you through the lockdowns etc, so if there’s anything you feel you would like to share, please let Sue or 

the Wardens know.   Janet Marsden has shared a recent encouraging experience with us: 

“During last summer I had a mystery illness, but several visits to hospital and calls to doctors could not 

put a label on it.  However, God gave me a picture of my walking on the rope bridge high over the cliffs 

of the Antrim Coast. It was very scary, but God said that though I was very frightened, I was perfectly 

safe.  Thank you St Thomas' for your prayers as I recovered and reached the other side!   

Janet Marsden” 

 
Sunday Services:  A Note From Hannah - We are looking for more faces to appear in our weekly online 
services (If Emily (aged 7) can open the service and lead a prayer, so can you!)  If you feel able to record 
yourself reading the passage, leading some prayers or opening the service (in the comfort of your own 
home) please let Hannah Evans (07921 387 241) know, so that we can include you one week.   The 
recordings don't have to be polished or a 'performance', just you being yourself (and we can edit the start 
and finish, so don't worry about rough edges that way either).  We would love to see more of your lovely 
faces  (young and not-so-young), that we have all missed so much.  You might even like to do a family or 
double act? Hannah Evans 
 
Together At Home:  Please look on our website for the section titled “Children – Together At Home”.  This 

week Hannah looks at the transfiguration of Jesus.  

Church Website - https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/56973/view/   

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/StThomasAldridge/ 

 

Tom’s Toddlers and Footprints:  This week Hannah shares words of encouragement about home 

schooling and a “share the love” activity. look for “Children – Tom’s Toddlers and Footprints”  

Church Website - https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/63466/view/  

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/StThomasAldridge/ 

 
Wednesday Zoom:  Originally intended for the children of our Tom's Toddlers and Footprints groups, we 
have welcomed their elder siblings and other children of primary school age, who are currently home 
schooling at home too. Our Wednesday Zoom's happen fortnightly at 1pm for 40-60mins, including a 
singing time, story, craft, game and prayer time.  Our next Wednesday Zoom is this Wednesday, 10th Feb. 
If you have small (or smallish) children that you would like to take part in this, contact Hannah 
on hannahevans@stthomasaldridge.org.uk  
 
Sunday School Zoom:  Similarly to our Wednesday Zoom, we run a fortnightly 'Sunday School' Zoom, 
excellently led by Roland and Margaret, including worship, story, Roland's now infamous Duplo story 
videos, games, social time and prayer.   Our next Sunday group zoom is Sunday 14th February at 
10.30am.  If you would like your child to take part, please do let Roland 
(rolandjones2@blueyonder.co.uk) or Hannah (hannahevans@stthomasaldridge.org.uk) know so that 
they can send you the zoom invite.  
 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/56973/view/
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasAldridge/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/63466/view/
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasAldridge/
mailto:hannahevans@stthomasaldridge.org.uk
mailto:rolandjones2@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:hannahevans@stthomasaldridge.org.uk
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Lent Course will begin on Thursday 25 February – please see the notice Julie Fuggle has already sent out 

regarding signing up for this.  You can find this on our Church Website, press control & click here 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/68266/view/https://www.achurchnearyou.com

/church/4121/page/68266/view/ 

 
28th February, Zoom Sunday Service, Exciting news - This gives us the opportunity to be more able to 
genuinely worship together and to see each others faces. Even with an opportunity at the end of the 
service to catch up (including with a cuppa, if you make your own!) The service will still be recorded and 
still available in the usual channels shortly after the service too. If you would like to join us via zoom, 
please sign up here: http://bit.ly/stTlive so that we can send you the details of how to sign in, and unlike 
recent live services, there is no limit to the number of people that can come together in this way. 
Yippee! Hannah Evans 
 

Weekly Bible Study:  If you missed Sue Quibell’s Bible Study this week, you can find it here 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/56985/view/ 

 

Watts in Madagascar: This week Ted and Rachel send news that all went well with Jamie’s anti rabies 

vaccination and they returned in good time to Mandritsara to learn that the Thiessen family, travelling 

from Canada, had arrived safely into Madagascar. Ted and Rachel ask us to praise God for making the way 

open for this family, saying “it really is miraculous given all the restrictions in place for them to have 

landed.” They also reminded us that this week it is 4 years since they left Nottingham on their way to 

language school in Paris. It has been a very eventful 4 years for them! This week has also seen the first 

steps being taken by the Good News Hospital in Mandritsara to gain accreditation as a Surgical Training 

site, with the hope to launch a program in January 2022, with the vision of training Malagasy junior 

doctors to be highly skilled, mission minded surgeons.  The first meeting held is reported to have gone 

well, but it may be some weeks before the final decision is given. They ask that we keep praying for the 

next steps for the training program to begin whilst praising God for bringing them to this exciting point. 

Colin and Sue Goodall 

Brian and Chris Clarke’s Book – Relying on God: “In this new book, we will continue to recount our faith 

journey through the last decade, as we have continued to lead the work of Krasif Aid, “Reaching out with 

Chrisian Love; serving and partnering in Eastern Europe.”  As we do this, we would also like t share a few 

important spiritual insights that we believe God has shown us along the way.  We have had the privilege 

of sharing these in camps, churches and other events, as part of our ministry.”  

Cost £6 (plus postage – 1 book £1.50, 2 books £2, 3 or 4 books £3, free postage for 5 or more books)  

To order – EMAIL brianchris.bc@gmail.com or TEXT/CALL 07990 543406  Brian and Chris 

 

40 Days Of Kindness:  For Lent The Thomas Project are joining the campaign with other Food Banks in 
Walsall.  We are asking people to support our food bank by choosing one of our shortage items from the 
list below and buy 40 of that item during Lent to  help us feed people in need.  
Tinned potatoes/mash, Tinned meat, Orange Cordial/squash, Tinned tomatoes, Long Life Milk, 
Shampoo, Rice Pudding, Tinned Fruit, White sugar, Pasta sauces, Instant Noodles, , Deodorant (roll on 
type).  The Food bank is open to accept donations on Wed 10am to 1pm and Fridays 3pm to 6pm.  

Karen 🌻 

  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/68266/view/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/68266/view/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/68266/view/
http://bit.ly/stTlive
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/56985/view/
mailto:brianchris.bc@gmail.com
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CONTACTS 
 
Clergy:  

 Rev Jeremy Bakewell 07790 986575  

 Rev Sue Quibell 07889 885545 if you want would like to talk please feel free to phone on the numbers 
above. 
Church Office  

 Office hours are usually Monday to Thursday from 9 am till 12 pm.  Genette Andrews is currently working 
from home and will be happy to help with your queries.  Messages on the office answer phone are 
listened to twice weekly (01922 453942) /  Emails are read Monday’s-Thursdays 
office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk  Please be mindful that messages may not be seen or heard on Fridays, 
Saturdays or Sundays.  (for urgent or emergency contact, Genette’s personal mobile number is 07702 
822546). 
Children and Families Worker: Hannah Evans 

 Hannah is currently working from home and can be contacted on the following numbers: 

 Telephone  01922 693298 or mobile 07921 387241  /  Email: hannahevans@stthomasaldridge.org.uk  
(Please be mindful that messages may not be seen or heard on Mondays and Saturdays) 
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Vera Russell  

 Telephone 01922 616383 or 07806 519301  /  Email: vjrus@gmail.com 
Prayer Coordinator: Liz Spiers  

 Telephone 01922 453944 if you wish to discuss any prayer needs, including ongoing prayer ministry and 
details of the Prayer Circle. 
Wardens 

 Clive Thomas: 07811 341212 or email clivethomas62@yahoo.co.uk  

 Sue Grundy: 07772 925069 or email susan.grundy@yahoo.com 

 Andrew Dickson: 07989 143388 or andrewjdickson999@hotmail.com 

 Vera Russell: 07806 519301 or email vjrus@gmail.com 

Safeguarding  
Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. If you have concerns about how somebody might be treating 
you or another person, please do not hesitate to contact Sue Grundy (for children) on 07772 925069 or 
Sue Quibell (for adults) on 07889 885545 (see poster in church foyer for other numbers and information). 
A copy of our safeguarding policy is available from the church foyer and church office.  
Fabrics and Health and Safety – Andrew Dickson may be contacted via 07989 143388 or 
andrewjdickson999@hotmail.com directly, if you notice or need help with any such issues.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cooper and Jordan School Applications: Parents should be aware that we follow the school’s 

admission policy on attendance and in accordance with Diocesan guidelines ‘regular attendance’ at 

worship constitutes a minimum of at least two services per month. The guidelines further suggest 

that regular attendance should have been for at least two years before application. Please see the 

Welcome Desk to ensure your attendance is recorded. New information: Supporting letters are now 

being done in batches when we receive the list of applications from C&J. The letters are then sent 

directly back to C&J but feel free to check with our office that your child’s name features in the list. 

Thanks, Genette.  

 

 

 

 

Gift Aid: The Government adds 25% to each ‘Gift Aided’ donation at no cost to you.  If you don’t have 

a regular Gift Aid arrangement, but would nevertheless like to Gift Aid a donation today, please use 

one of the brown Gift Aid envelopes available from the leaflet rack, or do ask a Steward to find one for 

you.  Please see our Treasurer, Ron Heaton for more information if needed. 

mailto:office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk
mailto:vjruss@gmail.com
mailto:clivethomas62@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:susan.grundy@yahoo.com
mailto:andrewjdickson999@hotmail.com

