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¶Morning Prayer 14th February 2021  
Hymn - Christ, whose glory fills the skies 

1 Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 
 Christ, the true, the only light, 
 sun of righteousness, arise, 
 triumph o'er the shades of night; 
 day-spring from on high, be near; 
 day-star, in my heart appear. 
 
2 Dark and cheerless is the morn 
 unaccompanied by thee: 
 joyless is the day's return, 
 till thy mercy's beams I see, 
 till they inward light impart, 
 glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 
 
3 Visit then this soul of mine; 
 pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
 fill me, radiancy divine; 
 scatter all my unbelief; 
 more and more thyself display, 
 shining to the perfect day. 
Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

Preparation 

O Lord, open our lips 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

In your resurrection, O Christ, 
let heaven and earth rejoice. Alleluia. 

We have come together in the name of Christ 
to offer our praise and thanksgiving, 
to hear and receive God's holy word, 
to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, 
that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 
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Prayers of Penitence 

 
Jesus says, 'Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.' 
So let us turn away from our sin and turn to Christ, 
confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
  
Lord God, 
we have sinned against you; 
we have done evil in your sight. 
We are sorry and repent. 
Have mercy on us according to your love. 
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. 
Renew a right spirit within us 
and restore us to the joy of your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
May the Father of all mercies 
cleanse you from your sins, 
and restore you in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Blessed is the Lord, 
for he has heard the voice of our prayer; 
  
Therefore shall our hearts dance for joy 
and in our song will we praise our God.  

This prayer of thanksgiving is said  

Blessed are you, Lord God of our salvation, 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
As once you ransomed your people from Egypt 
and led them to freedom in the promised land, 
so now you have delivered us from the dominion of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your risen Son. 
May we, the first fruits of your new creation, 
rejoice in this new day you have made, 
and praise you for your mighty acts. 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever.  

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 
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Silence is kept 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

Collect for the Day 

Holy God, 
you know the disorder of our sinful lives: 
set straight our crooked hearts, 
and bend our wills to love your goodness 
and your glory 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
  



 

 4 

Psalm 50: 1-6 

1    The Lord, the most mighty God, has spoken  ♦ 
and called the world from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
 
2    Out of Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth;  ♦ 
our God comes and will not keep silence. 
 
3    Consuming fire goes out before him  ♦ 
and a mighty tempest stirs about him. 
 
4    He calls the heaven above,  ♦ 
and the earth, that he may judge his people: 
 
5    ‘Gather to me my faithful,  ♦ 
 
who have sealed my covenant with sacrifice.’ 
6    Let the heavens declare his righteousness,  ♦ 
for God himself is judge. 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen 
 

Old and New Testament Readings 

2 Kings 2:1-12 - Elijah Ascends to Heaven 

Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and 
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay here; for the LORD has 
sent me as far as Bethel.’ But Elisha said, ‘As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will 
not leave you.’ So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in 
Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, ‘Do you know that today the LORD will take 
your master away from you?’ And he said, ‘Yes, I know; keep silent.’ 

4 Elijah said to him, ‘Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.’ But he said, 
‘As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So they came to 
Jericho. 5The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to 
him, ‘Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?’ And he 
answered, ‘Yes, I know; be silent.’ 

6 Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.’ But he said, 
‘As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So the two of them went 
on. 7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from 
them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled 
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it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until 
the two of them crossed on dry ground. 

9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me what I may do for you, before I 
am taken from you.’ Elisha said, ‘Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.’ 10He 
responded, ‘You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from 
you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.’ 11As they continued walking and talking, a 
chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a 
whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, ‘Father, father! The 
chariots of Israel and its horsemen!’ But when he could no longer see him, he grasped 
his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the 
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing 
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not 
proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for 
Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’, who has shone 
in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 

Hymn - Bright the vision that delighted 

1 Bright the vision that delighted 
 once the sight of Judah's seer; 
 sweet the countless tongues united 
 to entrance the prophet's ear. 
 
2 Round the Lord in glory seated 
 cherubim and seraphim 
 filled his temple, and repeated 
 each to each the alternate hymn: 
 
3 'Lord, thy glory fills the heaven; 
 earth is with its fulness stored; 
 unto thee be glory given, 
 holy, holy, holy, Lord.' 
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4 Heaven is still with glory ringing, 
 earth takes up the angels' cry,  
 'Holy, holy, holy,' singing, 
 'Lord of hosts, the Lord most high.' 
 
5 With his seraph train before him, 
 with his holy Church below, 
 thus unite we to adore him, 
 bid we thus our anthem flow: 
 
6 'Lord, thy glory fills the heaven; 
 earth is with its fulness stored; 
 unto thee be glory given, 
 holy, holy, holy, Lord.' 
 

Richard Mant (1776-1848) 

 

Gospel Reading 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 
Glory to you, O Lord  
 
Mark 9:2-9 

The Transfiguration 

2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes 
became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there 
appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to 
Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one 
for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ 6He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, 
‘This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!’ 8Suddenly when they looked around, they 
saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 

9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what 
they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ 
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Sermon 

 

Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

 

Hymn - O God beyond all praising 

 
1 O God beyond all praising, 
 we worship you today 
 and sing the love amazing 
 that songs cannot repay; 
 for we can only wonder 
 at every gift you send, 
 at blessings without number 
 and mercies without end: 
 we lift our hearts before you 
 and wait upon your word, 
 we honour and adore you, 
 our great and mighty Lord. 
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2 Then hear, O gracious Saviour, 
 accept the love we bring, 
 that we who know your favour 
 may serve you as our king; 
 and whether our tomorrows 
 be filled with good or ill, 
 we'II triumph through our sorrows 
 and rise to bless you still: 
 to marvel at your beauty 
 and glory in your ways, 
 and make a joyful duty 
 our sacrifice of praise. 
 
Michael Perry (1942-1996) 
© Mrs B Perry/Jubilate Hymns 

 

Intercessions 

Gracious God, fountain of all wisdom, 
we pray for all Christian people; 
for Bishop N, for all Christian leaders, 
and for those who teach and guard the faith … 
May the word of Christ dwell richly in our hearts, 
and knit us together in the bond of your love. 
Hear us. 
Hear us, good Lord. 
 
We pray for the leaders of the nations, 
and for those in authority under them … 
Give them the gift of your wisdom, 
and a right discernment in all things. 
Hear us. 
Hear us, good Lord. 
 
We pray for our … (city/town/village/community); 
for those who live and work here, 
and for those who visit this place … 
Speak your word of peace in our midst, 
and help us to serve one another as Christ has served us. 
Hear us. 
Hear us, good Lord. 
 
We pray for those who do not believe, 
and yet who long to know you, the very Word of life … 
Open their ears to hear your voice, 
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and open their hearts to the knowledge 
of your love in Christ. 

Hear us. 
Hear us, good Lord. 
 
We pray for those bowed down with grief, 

fear or sickness, 
especially … 
May your living Word bring comfort and healing 

to all those in need. 
Hear us. 
Hear us, good Lord. 
 
We give thanks for all those who have died in the 

faith of Christ 
and we rejoice with [N and] all your saints, 
trusting in the promise of your word fulfilled. 
Lord of life, 
hear our prayer, 
and make us one in heart and mind 
to serve you with joy for ever. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer is said 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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The Conclusion 

 

Hymn - Shine, Jesus, shine 

 
1 Lord, the light of Your love is shining, 
 in the midst of the darkness, shining: 
 Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us; 
 set us free by the truth You now bring us - 
 shine on me, shine on me. 
 Shine, Jesus, shine,  
 fill this land with the Father's glory;  
 blaze, Spirit, blaze,  
 set our hearts on fire.  
 Flow, river, flow,  
 flood the nations with grace and mercy;  
 send forth Your word,  
 Lord, and let there be light!  
 
2 Lord, I come to Your awesome presence, 
 from the shadows into Your radiance; 
 by the blood I may enter Your brightness: 

set us free by the truth You now bring us 
 shine on me, shine on me. 
 Chorus  
 
3 As we gaze on Your kingly brightness 
 so our faces display Your likeness, 
 ever changing from glory to glory: 
 mirrored here, may our lives tell your story - 
 shine on me, shine on me. 
 Chorus  
 

Graham Kendrick (born 1950) 
© 1987 Make Way Music, PO Box 263, Croydon, Surrey, CR9 5AP, UK. info@makewaymusic.com. International copyright 
secured. All rights reserved. Used by permission 

 

The Blessing 

May God give to you and to all those you love 
his comfort and his peace, 
his light and his joy, 
in this world and the next; 
and the blessing …Amen. 
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