
Lent 2 Yr B 2021 
Collect 
Almighty God, 
you show to those who are in error the light of your truth, 
that they may return to the way of righteousness: 
grant to all those who are admitted 
into the fellowship of Christ’s religion, 
that they may reject those things 
that are contrary to their profession, 
and follow all such things as are agreeable to the same; 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
(or)  
Almighty God, 
by the prayer and discipline of Lent 
may we enter into the mystery of Christ’s sufferings, 
and by following in his Way 
come to share in his glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Invitation to Confession 
The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; 
a broken and contrite heart God will not despise. 
Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, 
and acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and faith. 
 
 

Genesis 17 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to 
Abram, and said to him, ‘I am God Almighty;[a] walk before me, and 
be blameless. 2 And I will make my covenant between me and you, 
and will make you exceedingly numerous.’ 3 Then Abram fell on his 
face; and God said to him, 4 ‘As for me, this is my covenant with 
you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer 
shall your name be Abram,[b] but your name shall be Abraham;[c] for 
I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6 I will 
make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and 
kings shall come from you. 7 I will establish my covenant between 
me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their 
generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to 
your offspring[d] after you.  
15 God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call 
her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16 I will bless her, and 
moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall 
give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.’ 

 

Psalm 22 
 All the ends of the earth shall turn to you, O Lord 
 
I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters; 
    in the midst of the congregation I will praise you: 
23 You who fear the LORD, praise him! 
    All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him; 
    stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! R 
 
24 For he did not despise or abhor 
    the affliction of the afflicted; 
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he did not hide his face from me,[f] 
    but heard when I[g] cried to him. 
25 From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 
    my vows I will pay before those who fear him. R 
 
26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 
    those who seek him shall praise the LORD. 
    May your hearts live for ever! 
27 All the ends of the earth shall remember 
    and turn to the LORD; 
and all the families of the nations 
    shall worship before him. R 
 
28 For dominion belongs to the LORD, 
    and he rules over the nations. 
29 To him,[j] indeed, shall all who sleep in[k] the earth bow down; 
    before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 
    and I shall live for him. R  
 
30 Posterity will serve him; 
    future generations will be told about the Lord, 
31 and  proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
    saying that he has done it. R 
 

Romans 4 

13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to 
Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the 
righteousness of faith. 14 If it is the adherents of the law who are to 

be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law 
brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

16 For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may 
rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to 
the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of 
Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, ‘I have 
made you the father of many nations’)—in the presence of the God 
in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into 
existence the things that do not exist. 18 Hoping against hope, he 
believed that he would become ‘the father of many nations’, 
according to what was said, ‘So numerous shall your descendants 
be.’ 19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own 
body, which was already[b] as good as dead (for he was about a 
hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of 
Sarah’s womb. 20 No distrust made him waver concerning the 
promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to 
God, 21 being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had 
promised. 22 Therefore his faith[c] ‘was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.’ 23 Now the words, ‘it was reckoned to him’, were 
written not for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It will be 
reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from 
the dead, 25 who was handed over to death for our trespasses and 
was raised for our justification. 

The Gospel according to Saint Mark  

31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo 
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and 
the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 He said 
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all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. 33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter 
and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not 
on divine things but on human things.’ 

34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any 
want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me. 35 For those who want to save their 
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the 
sake of the gospel,[i] will save it. 36 For what will it profit them to 
gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37 Indeed, what can they 
give in return for their life? 38 Those who are ashamed of me and of 
my words[j] in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the 
Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his 
Father with the holy angels.’ 

Sermon 

We know that the ways of God are different from the ways of the 
world.As Isiah 55 tells us “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and 
my thoughts than your thoughts”. The disciples learned this in what 
must have been for them the most shocking thing Jesus had ever 
told them up until now. 

We have become so accustomed to the message of Jesus’ 
crucifixion that it is easy to overlook how jarring that prospect 
would have been for the disciples. The great hope of the Israelite 
people at that time was freedom from the Roman yoke. Having 

seen Jesus’ miracles, experienced his magnetic personality as they 
followed him, and watched him draw enthusiastic crowds, it would 
have been totally natural for them to assume that Jesus would 
somehow challenge the ‘yoke’ they lived under with the Romans, 
the occupiers of their land. 

Everything they had seen Jesus do and heard him say until this time 
had been impressive and had no doubt encouraged them with big 
hopes for the future, a time of being free in their own land. 

But now this! Jesus astonished and dismayed them with the news 
that — contrary to all their hopes and expectations — he would 
undergo suffering, be rejected by the religious leaders, and even 
killed by them.It was the worst possible thing Jesus could have said. 

Peter — always the impetuous one, the one who sometimes 
seemed to speak before sometimes engaging the brain — 
“rebuked” him. Mark does not tell us what Peter said, but we can 
surmise that it was something like, “We have seen what power you 
have and thought you would free us from the Romans and restore 
the kingdom of Israel to its previous glory.” Jesus responded that 
such an opinion is not only a “human” way of thinking, but perhaps 
more shocking that of Satan!If we had been there amongst those 
first disciples, what would we have thought of this?  

Jesus not only rebukes Peter, but then shocks them even more 
deeply by telling them that his way of the cross may well be their 
future too. Those who would follow him he told them will “deny 
themselves, take up their cross and follow me.” As if that’s not 
enough, Jesus continues with even more unexpected and totally 
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unforeseen news: To save your life you must lose it. You may lose 
your lives for Jesus sake. 

This news was so contrary to the disciple’s expectations and so 
difficult to comprehend that Jesus would have to repeat it twice 
more. The second time he spoke of this they still did not 
understand him, but “were afraid to ask him”, probably for fear of 
being rebuked again. 

When they were going to Jerusalem, Jesus told them yet a third 
time of his impending death, this time with an even more grim and 
graphic description, namely that he will be condemned, handed to 
the Gentiles, who will mock him, spit on him, flog him and kill him, 
but that he will rise again. 

Listening to Jesus predict this ending for him must have seemed the 
worst days of the disciples’ time with Jesus! 

But it was Jesus’ way of helping them begin to understand that “my 
thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways.” It was 
a bitter pill for the disciples to swallow! But as they did not have 
two thousand years plus of hindsight, like us, it was necessary that 
they understand, otherwise they would miss and they did at times, 
miss the whole point of Jesus’ ministry, i.e., that he came to give his 
life for the salvation of them and us. 

By our human nature we want to be prosperous, strong, successful, 
and influential. Jesus has other priorities. He, on the other hand, 
came to serve, not to be served. His ways are not our ways, yet he 
invites us to follow him and commit to his ways. 

The Christian church at the time of the Renaissance was riding high. 
It dominated the personal, social, and political lives of Europeans. 
The landscape was dotted with its magnificent cathedrals. The 
church could command armies to do its will. Its leaders lived like 
princes, surrounded by wealth and pomp. 

In its return to the Bible, the Reformation rejected this “theology of 
glory” in favour of a “theology of the cross.” To follow Jesus is to 
live lives of service to others, to serve rather than to control and 
dominate. It means the opposite of being proud of station and 
status for ourselves at the expense of others. 

The “theology of the cross” or “to deny oneself” does not mean a 
contrived kind of humility. We do not follow Jesus by demeaning 
ourselves. We are called upon to do the absolute best we can with 
the talents and abilities God has given us. To “deny oneself” means 
to keep one’s priorities in harmony with what Jesus told us in the 
two “great commandments” — love God and love your neighbour. 

There was, to be sure, a ray of hope in what Jesus said that day, 
although the disciples may not have heard it and therefore missed 
one of the most fundamental points of Jesus’ ministry. Jesus would 
be killed, by the religious authorises of the time but he would also 
rise again. Furthermore, those who lose their lives for Jesus’ sake 
and the sake of the gospel will save it. But at this time the disciples 
could not have known how those promises would come true. 

Jesus gives us this hope for the future, but in this text, we are called 
upon to follow him not just for this future, but in this life. 
Furthermore, to follow him now means a life “more abundant,” as 



he said. As one priest said, “we follow Jesus not just to be saved or 
to go to heaven; we follow Jesus because it’s worth it.” 

The psalm for today, Psalm 22 reflects the message of this gospel 
text. The first verse is quoted by Jesus on the cross, “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?” Verse 24 speaks of suffering, but 
in the end, as in today’s gospel, there is restoration and 
deliverance. What the disciples heard and were told came true. 

 

Introduction to the Peace 
Since we are justified by faith,     
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has given us access to his grace. 
 

Extended Preface for use with Eucharistic Prayer 
It is indeed right and good 
to give you thanks and praise, 
almighty God and everlasting Father, 
through Jesus Christ your Son. 
For in these forty days 
you lead us into the desert of repentance 
that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline 
we may grow in grace 
and learn to be your people once again. 
Through fasting, prayer and acts of service 
you bring us back to your generous heart. 
Through study of your holy word 
you open our eyes to your presence in the world 
and free our hands to welcome others 

into the radiant splendour of your love. 
As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast 
with joyful hearts and minds 
we bless you for your mercy 
and join with saints and angels 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 

Post Communion 
Almighty God, 
you see that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves: 
keep us both outwardly in our bodies, 
and inwardly in our souls; 
that we may be defended from all adversities 
which may happen to the body, 
and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 

Blessing 
Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, 
to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him; 
and the blessing … 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Opening Hymn 

 

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds  

in a believer's ear!  

It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds,  

and drives away our fear. 

 

 It makes the wounded spirit whole  

and calms the troubled breast;  

'tis manna to the hungry soul,  

and to the weary, rest. 

 

Till then I would your love proclaim  

with every fleeting breath;  

and may the music of your name  

refresh my soul in death. 

Second Hymn. 

 

The God of love my shepherd is, 

and he that doth me feed; 

while he is mine and I am his, 

what can I want or need? 

 

 He leads me to the tender grass, 

where I both feed and rest; 

then to the streams that gently pass: 

in both I have the best. 

 

Surely thy sweet and wondrous love 

shall measure all my days; 

and, as it never shall remove, 

so neither shall my praise. 



Third Hymn 

 

In Christ alone my hope is found, 

He is my light, my strength, my song. 

This cornerstone, this solid ground, 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 

What heights of love, what depths of peace, 

When fears are stilled, when strivings cease, 

My comforter, my All in All, 

Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, 

This is the power of Christ in me. 

From life’s first cry to final breath, 

Jesus commands my destiny. 

No power of hell, no scheme of man, 

Can ever pluck me from His hand, 

‘Till He return or call me home, 

Here in the power of Christ I stand. 

 

Final Hymn 

 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 

Be all else but naught to me save that thou art; 

 Be thou my best thought in the day and the night, 

Both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light. 



 

High King of heaven, thou heaven’s bright Sun,  

 O grant me its joys after victory is won, 

 Great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall; 

Still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all.    

 

 


