
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Sunday of Lent  

 
A Short Service of Prayer for those at home 

 
Light  a candle  

(please ensure this is done safely) 
 

Pause for a moment of quiet 

 
Words from Psalm 25 

 

Show me your ways, O Lord,  
teach me your path and guide me in truth, 

for you are God, my Saviour. 
Good and upright is the Lord; 

he guides the humble in what is right 
and teaches them his way. 

Guard my life and rescue me, 
let me not be put to shame.  

 
 

 

A Reading from the Bible 
 

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way 
he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that I am?’ And they answered him, 

‘John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.’ He asked 
them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Peter answered him,  

‘You are the Messiah.’ Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him.  
 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, 
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and 
after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside 

and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter 
and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things 

but on human things.’  
 
 

Mark, Chapter 8 v 27-33 



Pause for Thought 
 

Sometimes, you hear or read something that just catches your attention. A profound 
thought offers something insightful, its wisdom lies in its simple truth. I came across 

just such a piece written by the Danish theologian Kierkegaard, he said,  
‘Life must be lived forwards, but it can only be understood backwards.’ 

 

Human wisdom can sometimes just hit the spot, Kierkegaard’s thought most likely 
resonates with many people who have tried to make sense of life, often we cannot 

makes sense of the riddle that is life until we ‘look back!’ 
 

As we turn to our reading today, we hear Jesus, who has been moving around the 
dusty villages in his homeland performing many miracles (feeding 5000+ people 

from a few fishes and loaves; walking on water; calm a storm and even healing the 
sick), ask his disciples ’who do people say that I am?’ 

 

Jesus doesn’t pull his punches! Imagine, how would you make sense of what you 
had heard or seen of Jesus? Nothing in your life experience could help you answer 
such a question easily and trying to make sense of who Jesus was undoubtedly left 
many confused. Now Peter was no ‘Kierkegaard’, far from it, he was a humble and 

sometimes headstrong fisherman and yet he confesses with such clarity and     
confidence that Jesus is ‘the Christ.’ 

 

Not without good reason have many theologians chosen to declare Peter’s           
insightful revelation concerning the divine mission and nature of Jesus as one of the 
most important verses found within the Bible. Without a shadow of doubt, Peter had 

declared Jesus to be the long awaited Messiah, the Saviour of the World. 
 

Ordinarily a sermon might stop here delighting in the knowledge of who Jesus is, 
but there is more for us to digest. Having elicited a profound answer from Peter,   
Jesus predicts his death and resurrection. This pending calamity (from Peter’s     

perspective) evokes a more earthly human response, ’Never Lord, this shall never 
happen to you.’ (Matthew 16 v 22)  

 

One moment we see Peter offering an inspired ‘pearl’ of wisdom, the next we see 
his insecurity and naivety leading him to believe he could prevent the future from 

unfolding in the way Jesus had predicted. As a result, he receives the sharpness of 
Jesus’ tongue, ’You are setting your mind NOT on divine things but on human 

things.’ Peter’s credibility vaporised in a Nano-second! 
 

I have a great deal of sympathy for Peter, few of us will ever have the wisdom of 
Kierkegaard to be remembered for having said something profound but many of us 

will have shared at some point in our lives the pain of embarrassment for having 
shared aloud our well intentioned human feelings. 

 

What might we learn from this passage? In the same way in which we try to make 
sense of the riddle that is life, those who share faith seek to make sense of God 
and our place within his kingdom. Undoubtedly the revelation of who Jesus is    

matters greatly for all Christians however, it is healthy to remember that as we live a 
life of faith there will be moments when like Peter, we will gaze through little        

windows into heaven and experience an epiphany.  
 

As we pray daily, ‘Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your path and guide me in 
truth’ we will gain a greater insight and depth to our belief; A life must be lived and 



at times we will stumble along the pathway of ‘truth,’ as we do so we will grow in 
wisdom but remember, we will never know the whole truth until we stand in the 
presence of God and all his angels. Be encouraged to be bold when speaking 

about our faith but be humble enough to know our human limitations.       
 
   

A Reflective Prayer 
 

The journey into life is a choice which we make, 
it is a choosing to follow Christ 

along the passages of emptiness, the pathways of fullness, 
through the valley of our fears and along the roadways of our faith. 

  
As we travel together, 

we acknowledge our human frailty,  
the sins we have committed in thought, word or deed  

and the things we have omitted to do that we ought to have done;  
Let us seek God’s mercy for our souls: 

 

Have mercy on me, O God, 
cleanse me from my sin.  

 
When we pray in faith, we do so in the knowledge that Jesus Christ  

has already gone ahead of us, paving the pathway to life and forgiveness 
and sowing the seeds of hope to blossom on the way. 

Grace is ours, thanks be to God. AMEN 
 
 

Prayers for the World  
(Please sing the refrain where marked) 

 

Have mercy on your people O God 
in this new and challenging world that stands before us. 

Bring healing and wholeness to people and nations, 
and have pity on those suffering in their isolation. 

 

Be still and know that I am God x 3 

 

Strengthen all who are fearful of disease and death, 
bring them to a new hope in Christ. 

Hear the cry of those who lament the passing of loved ones, 
grant them your peace and surround them with your presence. 

 

I am the Lord that healeth thee x 3 
 

Give rest to the departed 
and bring them, with your saints, to glory everlasting. 

We commend the world to you for which Christ died, 
lead us in the pathways of truth and grant us your wisdom O God, 

now and forever more.  
 

In thee, O Lord, I put my trust x 3 
 
 



Our Father, who art in heaven 
Hallowed be thy name 

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done;                               
On earth as it is in heaven.               

Give us this day our daily bread.      
And forgive us our trespasses,        

As we forgive those  
who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation;      
But Deliver us from evil.      
For thine is the kingdom,                              
The power and the glory, 
For ever and ever. AMEN 

 

 
 
 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

 
We bind unto ourselves today,  
the strong name of the Trinity.  

We call out to the God who is our Creator,  
our redeemer and the guiding Spirit within us all. 

In weakness and in faith, we bind unto ourselves the power of God,  
to hold and to lead, his eye to watch, his might to stay,  

his ear to harken to our needs. 
 

Saviour God, 
may every breath we take be for your glory, 

may every footstep follow the path of your Son. 
Strengthen and settle us in our faith;  

that we may be a blessing to the world and to each other, 
now and always. AMEN. 


