
 

Hello 

A wise philosopher once posed the question, "What is love?".  His follow-on statement, 

however - "Baby don't hurt me, don't hurt me no more" - was one that I found as I was 

growing up rather less profound.  Maybe that's my own fault for expecting 90s popstar 

Haddaway to provide the answer to one of life's great mysteries.  You live and learn; pop 

music may, in fact, not be the best place to find spiritual and philosophical nourishment. 

Not that pop music doesn't try to answer this question, mind you; What is love? 

According to The Darkness, it is 'only a feeling'.  For Tina Turner, it's just a 'second-hand 

emotion'.  For The Eurythmics, it's a stranger, and for Roxy Music, it's 'the drug'.  For 

Arianna Grande, love is everything, but for Amy Winehouse, of course, love is a 'losing 

game'. 

It might have slipped your notice, but this Sunday is Valentine's Day.  In a year in which 

for many single people, dating has been all but illegal for the majority of the time, and 

for those non-cohabiting couples, a loving relationship has come to mean something 

very different to anything they might ever have expected, Haddaway's question is a very 

pertinent one to ask.  In a time of Covid, what is love? 

C S Lewis talks about there being four kinds of love; the natural love between members 

of a family such as between a parent and child; the love that is formed and forged 

between friends; romantic love (the one we most commonly associate with Valentine's 

Day!; and the highest form of love, known as agapē in Greek.  This last love is the love 

of God for us, and the type of unconditional love we are called to show to others.  It's 

the self-sacrificial love Christ talks about when he says that the greatest love is laying 

one's life down for one's friends, and that he demonstrated in his death on the cross. 

Agapē love is a love that is rarely seen - it's one of the reasons we value it so highly - 

rarely seen, that is, in ordinary times.  But these have not been ordinary times for 

almost a year, and I believe that agapē love has been seen much more often in this past 

year than normal.  That self-sacrificial love has been shown by many, many people 

across the world, denying themselves so that others, strangers to them, might live.  This 

last year has shown just how loving we can all be - even if, to return to Haddaway, that 

self-sacrifice hurts.  We have denied ourselves for the sake of others - and that is the 

greatest kind of love. 

And so, can I end by wishing you a happy, and loving Valentine's Day, and encourage 

you to keep showing that agapē love for each other and for the world.  Together, with 

love, we will get through this! 

Yours in Christ, 

Stuart  

Stuart Durber (Reader) 

 

No services are taking place inside our church building 

Please make a note of the above decision taken by our Parochial Church Council (PCC).  

Rev Huw’s letter explaining the decision can be read on our website and A Church Near 

You page.   

This decision is going to be reviewed at an emergency PCC Meeting on Tuesday 23rd 

February.   

https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/no-services-inside-our-building
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/15892/news/41930/no-services-are-being-held-inside-our-church-building/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/15892/news/41930/no-services-are-being-held-inside-our-church-building/


Ash Wednesday service 

Our service starts at 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday 17th February, and you can join in from 

home via Zoom, and Facebook Live.  A recording of the service will be available later on 

via our YouTube channel.  The service will be as interactive as possible, by showing you 

how to make your own ash at home.  If possible, please have a tealight and box of 

matches to hand- not a lighter - but specifically matches. 

Please subscribe to our full newsletter to receive the Zoom details for our upcoming 

services and events www.stmichaelsflixton.org/emailnewslettersandaskingforhelp  

Online Lent course 

Our Lent course meetings are taking place on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. over a six-week 

period, using Zoom.  They’ll start on 23rd Feb, and will continue on 2nd March, 9th 

March, 16th March, 23rd March, and 30th March. 

The book being used is called ‘Alongside’, by Henry Martin (circa £10-£12). If possible, 

please buy your own copy. However, if you want to do the course, but the cost is an 

issue, please contact Rev Huw Thomas. 

Please read part one (pages 29-53) before the first Zoom meeting on the 23rd February 

7pm, and the questions at the end of the section will form part of the meeting. 

Please sign up by emailing stmichaelflixton@gmail.com or phoning the Vicarage. 

Please subscribe to our full newsletter to receive the Zoom details for our upcoming 

services and events www.stmichaelsflixton.org/emailnewslettersandaskingforhelp  

Lent and Easter outreach activities 

A number of activities are being organised in partnership with local churches, 

coordinated by Flixton Fellowship, which are outlined below: 

• Prayer for Flixton – in the form of a digital/printable booklet, which adapts the 

Church of England resource for the 'Call to Prayer' by the two archbishops, to 

unite people of Flixton in prayer with a special focus on hope.  

• Testimonies of Suffering and Hope - weekly pre-recorded video testimony to post 

on local social media pages and websites.  Are you willing to share a 5-minute 

personal testimony that gives witness to the way in which Jesus brings hope in 

the midst of suffering?  

• Poster campaign - giving a message of the hope of Easter alongside that of a God 

who suffers with us.  It will also include an invitation to text prayer requests to a 

dedicated number. 

• Easter Sunday – there are plans to erect a free-standing cross in the open garden 

behind Flixton House.  It will be decorated with flowers, and knitted or crocheted 

flowers to be spread around that area.  Can you help with making these flowers?  

Patterns are available. 

• Children's Easter Art Competition – this will take place in the month before 

Easter, particularly aimed at those who are home-schooling, with links to 

resources telling the Easter story.  There will be three age groups with prizes and 

a small team of local judges.  We also hope to display the entries in Flixton Park.  

Winning pictures will be displayed in 'The Gallery' on Brook Road. 

Further details, once confirmed, will be distributed in due course via this newsletter. 

 

http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/emailnewslettersandaskingforhelp
http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/emailnewslettersandaskingforhelp


Sticky Wicket Supplies 

Sticky Wicket Supplies is Flixton’s food bank.  Based at Flixton Cricket Club, they are 

providing food and essential supplies, such as toiletries, to the people of M41.  Anyone is 

welcome to visit if they are in genuine need.  

All donations are welcomed.  Full details of their latest requirements, and opening times, 

are available on their Facebook page, as shown below.  You can also drop off supplies at 

St Michael’s Vicarage, as Rev Huw is volunteering there each Wednesday. 

www.facebook.com/stickywicketsupplies  

Our online coffee mornings are back 

The next one takes place on Saturday 20th February starting at 11 a.m.  Barbara Pye will 

be talking about her volunteering activities with Girlguiding Urmston, and Mothers’ 

Union.   

Lasting for no longer than an hour, they are an opportunity for a drink, a snack, and a 

chat with people outside of your own household.  They are being held on the first and 

third Saturdays of each month.   

Please subscribe to our full newsletter to receive the Zoom details for our upcoming 

services and events www.stmichaelsflixton.org/emailnewslettersandaskingforhelp  

Sunday morning services – Zoom, Facebook Live and YouTube 

Our online service this weekend is being held on the Sunday next before Lent.  It will be 

taking place at 11.30 a.m. on Sunday 14th February, and Rev Huw is leading.  You'll be 

able to sing three beautiful hymns – ‘Shine, Jesus, Shine’, ‘O God beyond all praising’, 

and 'And Can It Be’.   

You’ll be able to participate in this service via Zoom using your electronic device, mobile 

phone or landline.  This service will also be available to watch via a simultaneous 

broadcast using Facebook Live, and later on in the day via our YouTube channel.  The 

service is accessible by a PowerPoint presentation which is shared on the screen. 

Please subscribe to our full newsletter to receive the Zoom details for our upcoming 

services and events www.stmichaelsflixton.org/emailnewslettersandaskingforhelp  

Friday night prayer with Rev Fiona 

Rev Fiona’s night prayer services are taking place on a weekly basis at 9 p.m. each 

Friday.  You can watch live, and comment if you wish, by visiting our Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton  

You can watch previous week’s recordings on our YouTube channel. 

Latest coronavirus information and how this affects services being held inside 

St Michael’s Church building 

Rev Huw has requested that you all regularly ‘keep an eye on’ the latest advice being 

issued by The Diocese of Manchester and The Church of England on the current 

coronavirus situation.  You can do this in the following ways: 

• Diocese website 

• Diocese Facebook page 

• Diocese Twitter page 

• Church of England website 

http://www.facebook.com/stickywicketsupplies
http://www.gmwguiding.org.uk/index.php?pageId=265
https://www.mothersunion.org/diocese/manchester
https://www.mothersunion.org/diocese/manchester
http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/emailnewslettersandaskingforhelp
http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/emailnewslettersandaskingforhelp
http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G_Y8-dyUc9o
https://www.manchester.anglican.org/coronavirus/
https://www.facebook.com/ManchesterDiocese/
https://twitter.com/DioManchester
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches


• Church of England Facebook page 

• Church of England Twitter page 

Our Online Church 

We have already been sharing our services and prayers on our web and social media 

sites. If you don't know how to find these, please use the links below: 

• www.stmichaelsflixton.org   

• St Michael’s You Tube Channel 

(please encourage family and friends 

to subscribe to this) 

• www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton 

• https://twitter.com/StMichaelsFlix  

• www.instagram.com/stmichaelschurc

hflixton

Not using social media? 

If you aren't a confident user of a computer, laptop, tablet or phone when accessing 

information on the internet, and you don't use social media, then please start by visiting 

the Church's website.  Special sections have been created to help our congregation and 

the wider Flixton community, and they can be found in the section called Online Church. 

In the Online Church section, you can access a copy of the service booklets we are using 

during our online services, find links to online information to help you to stay 

physically and mentally healthy during this period, and a page to subscribe to receive 

this newsletter by entering your email address. You can in the News section watch our 

recorded services and prayers via YouTube option, and also see our social media posts 

(without having your own accounts) in the Facebook, Twitter and Instagram page links. 

Please continue to support St Michael’s Church 

Whilst self-isolating or socially distancing, you can still support our beautiful Grade II* 

listed building and churchyard in a variety of ways, as follows: 

1. Online donations can be me made at www.stmichaelsflixton.org/support-us 

2. Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you shop online! Over 4,000 

shops and sites will donate, so you can raise FREE donations for us no matter 

what you’re buying.  They even have fair trade retailers who work with 

easyfundraising as well.  These donations really help us out, so please sign up if 

you haven’t yet. It’s easy and free! You can get started at 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelsflix/?utm_campaign=raise-

more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=en-n2  

If you want to find out how easyfundraising works, please visit our website page 

at www.stmichaelsflixton.org/easy-fundraising 

3. If you have an Amazon account, please make your purchases using AmazonSmile 

instead.  It is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and 

shopping features as Amazon.co.uk.  The difference is that when you shop on 

AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase 

price of eligible products to St Michael's Church.  A full explanation on how you 

can ‘convert’ your existing Amazon account into an AmazonSmile one that 

supports St Michael’s can be found here www.stmichaelsflixton.org/shop  

If you do need to set up an AmazonSmile account please click here to get started 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1134769-0  

4. You raise money for us by searching on the web.  If you use easysearch as your 

search engine you can raise £20 a year for St Michael’s by completing 10 

searches a day.  To get started visit http://stmichaelsflix.easysearch.org.uk/ and 

save it as one of your internet browser’s bookmarks. 

https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://twitter.com/churchofengland
http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdZR4uP5dSyRwgt98HoLbVw?view_as=subscriber
https://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton
https://twitter.com/StMichaelsFlix
https://www.instagram.com/stmichaelschurchflixton/
https://www.instagram.com/stmichaelschurchflixton/
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/online-church
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/service-booklet
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/stayingphysicallyandmentallyhealthy
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/stayingphysicallyandmentallyhealthy
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/stayingintouchandaskingforhelp
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/stayingintouchandaskingforhelp
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/youtube
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/youtube
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/facebook
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/twitter
https://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/instagram
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelsflix/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=en-n2
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelsflix/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=en-n2
http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/easy-fundraising
http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/shop
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1134769-0
http://stmichaelsflix.easysearch.org.uk/


Using and setting up Zoom 

Zoom can be found by visiting their website https://zoom.us and clicking on the 'sign up 

it's free' button'.  Once you have completed this process, please follow the steps on the 

image shown on the next page.   

Alternatively, online help and guidance is available via Zoom or Gadgets Now.  Zoom can 

be used via your computer, tablet, and mobile and landline phones (for audio only), and 

there is a downloadable app to use as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://zoom.us/
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206618765-Zoom-Video-Tutorials
https://www.gadgetsnow.com/how-to/how-to-download-and-set-up-zoom-app-for-your-meetings/articleshow/74925422.cms?fbclid=IwAR0CDB6IlFBz3ISbj4Q7d_ALlc0IhqNbo6JrxXKMYJ2vX1WFd020BFjAzhY

