
He spreads clouds over 

the sky; he provides rain 

for the earth and makes 

grass grow on the hills. 

   Psalm 147 



From the Book of 

Remembrance 
Gone But Not Forgotten, Those We 

Love  But See No More 

February                                    
2nd  Mathew Dyson   1990 

3rd  Jack Cranshaw   1990 

4th  Oliver Seymore   1984 

 Joan Duxbury   2008 

5th  John Crompton   1998 

7th  Elenor Wallace   1991 

10th  Joseph Edward Clitheroe  2017 

12th  Martha Anne Anderton  1984 

 Joyce Eccles   1998 

13th  Marjorie Cranshaw   2002 

 David Reid    2002 

19th  Kenneth Fenton Wilson  1985 

22nd  Frank Porteous   2012 

26th  Robert Milner Speak  1998 

 Joseph Hackett   1992 

 William Gordon Crossley  2018 

28th  Arthur Ingram   1959 

29th  Diana Mary Moore   2008 

 
If you would like to put a name in the 

Book, please ask for a form from one of 

the Church Wardens. Thank you.     

Church Flowers                              
Due to prevailing lockdown 

conditions and the start of Lent 

on the 17th February, with the 

exception of Mothering 

Sunday, there will be no flowers 

in Church until Easter Sunday. 

   Joan Hopcraft                                                     

            
Would you like to sponsor flowers for a 

special anniversary or memorial? All the 

names are mentioned in the magazine. 

Contact Joan Hopcraft:  01254 854465 

Life Events              
January                                     
Funeral:                                                             

14th Anthony Derek Beamish     

 (Cremation at Charnock Richard)                     

15th Jane Denny                                         

 (Cremation at Pleasington)  

Services                                     
All services from the 14th February will be 

held in church subject to prevailing Covid 

situation  

February                                       
10th  Service of the Word  6.30pm 

14th Holy Communion   10.30am 

17th  Holy Communion  6.30pm 

21st Holy Communion  10.30am  

24th Holy Communion  6.30pm  

28th Service of the Word 10.30am 

March                                               
3rd Lent Service   6.30pm 

7th Holy Communion  10.30am  

 Confirmation  6.30pm 

10th Lent Service   6.30pm 

14th Holy Communion  10.30am  

For Zoom joining instructions, please 

contact us via our website:

 www.brindlestjames.co.uk/                                              

Follow our posts on:                        

www.twitter.com/BrindleStJames   

www.facebook.com/stjamesbrindle  

Cover photograph 

kindly provided by  

Steve Williams.  

© Copyright remains with provider. 

https://www.brindlestjames.co.uk/Groups/337461/Contact_Us.aspx
https://www.brindlestjames.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/brindlestjames
https://www.facebook.com/stjamesbrindle/


My Dear Friends,                                                    

JANUARY                               

January has been an 

emotional roller 

coaster. On the 

down slope include 

the imposition of a 

lockdown; an 

exponential increase 

in hospital admissions and deaths; ; the 

huge strain on our NHS; The horrendous 

milestone of 100,000 deaths due to 

Covid19; the pause in public worship; 

however on the up slope, the launch of 

the vaccination programme – a light 

shining in the dark; the good deeds done 

by so many; the stunning generosity of the 

parish and community in supporting The 

Over Darwen Food Bank. The support via 

the Brindle Community Notice Board on 

Face Book has been really valued by the 

folk at Over Darwen. My thanks to all who 

facilitated this. 

THE LIGHT                                                                                                         

Yet through it all I see an indomitable spirit 

within the parish family and community. 

The light of Christ shines through the gloom 

and for that I applaud you all. The light 

shines through all affected by this current 

lockdown. ALL key workers for the light of 

Christ is within you and may I ask us to 

uphold all those who are in anyway 

involved in delivering education through 

schools colleges and Universities and shine 

equally through those who are ‘Home-

Schooling’. The whole education 

experience has 

been turned on its 

head and taken its toll on well-being and 

mental health. As I express my utter 

appreciation for all you I hold you ALL in 

prayer. Keep strong, take some time for 

yourselves and you will come through the 

darkness. 

CAPTAIN SIR TOM MOORE                                                             

The nation has rightly acknowledged the 

passing of Captain Sir Tom Moore. One 

through whom the light of Christ shone 

through. May he rest in peace and rise in 

glory. 

THE JAB!                                                                                         

I have been so touched by the reactions 

of those who have received the vaccine. 

The sense of joy, relief, privilege and 

positivity is tangible. Real appreciation to 

those who have developed the vaccines, 

those who have worked on the logistics 

and all who are now ‘getting the vaccine 

in the arm’. No time for complacency but 

again a bright light. 

THE AV SYSTEM                                                                                        

By way of an update, thanks to the 

generosity of our folk in raising the money 

for the AV system and to Andrew Freeman 

who has given so much of his time and 

expertise, with help from Paul Santus, the 

system is being installed as I write…… 

watch this space. May this technology 

enhance the opportunity for our folk to 

join in worship during the pause in public 

worship and beyond. 

Wired to the Moon 
THE CHURCH TO RE-OPEN FOR PUBLIC 

WORSHIP                                                              

There is a strong possibility that if the 

current trend of falling numbers of cases 

and the vaccination programme 

continues, we will be open for public 

worship on Sunday 14th February at 

10.30am. The schedule of services reflects 

this hoped for light in the darkness. Should 

there be any variation we will let you 

know. Our Risk Assessments identifies the 

key risk of opening again is that of 

gathering before and after the service 

and we are putting protocols in place to 

mitigate the risk. 

LENT                                                                                       

The Wednesday 6.30pm service will offer a 

Lenten Course – The shape of which is yet 

to be confirmed but again we will keep 

you informed. 

CONFIRMATION                                                                       

At present Bishop Julian will confirm 14 

young folk and one adult on the 7th 

March at 6.30pm. This will be within the 

current Risk Assessment protocol. The 

names of those to be confirmed will 

appear in the notices. Please uphold 

them, Sam Emma and Daniel who are 

doing a terrific job supporting and 

preparing them for this significant step of 

their journey of faith. 

AND FINALLY…….                                                                              

Martin and Sue gave a brief insight into 

the financial challenge we face. A copy 

of the You Tube link is here:                                               

Brindle St James Church - YouTube                                 

A word copy of their presentation is given 

on the next page and is also available on 

the website. 

This is a sizable challenge for the parish 

but one which I know we will rise to. I have 

said that I will never suggest an amount of 

personal giving. I will however lay the 

facts before you and allow you and God 

to decide your response. Sue and Martin 

have presented the situation. This 

continues to be a matter for my personal 

prayer and I invite you to pray about it 

and wait on God to answer – and He will!! 

Dear Friends, we are so blessed here at St 

James. I cannot begin to verbalise the 

height breadth and depth of the love 

God has for each one of you as you work 

through the challenges of life and give of 

yourselves in so many ways. 

May the Light of Christ continue to shine in 

and through you. 

Much Love, 

 

 

Don't you know? Haven't you heard? The 

Lord is the everlasting God; he created all 

the world. He never grows tired or weary. 

No one understands his thoughts. He 

strengthens those who are weak and 

tired. Even those who are young grow 

weak; young people can fall exhausted. 

But those who trust in the Lord for help will 

find their strength renewed. They will rise 

on wings like eagles; they will run and not 

get weary; they will walk and not grow 

weak.      

   Isaiah 40: 28-31 

 

https://www.youtube.com/c/brindlestjameschurch/videos


Bible.com 

Martin’s Presentation  

We have been celebrating Candlemas with our Christingle Service 

and I am here to further enlighten you.... but in respect of our current 

financial position. 

I am sure you will all recall the leaflet we gave out in October which 

outlined our projected shortfall of £15,000 for the year 2020. Well the 

most recent news is that the Diocese have now indicated that our 

Parish Share will rise significantly for 2021... meaning the £15K shortfall 

between Income and Expenditure will increase even further. Let me 

quickly reassure you that we have immediately appealed, and we 

have every reason to believe that we can reduce the increase, but it 

still means that our financial position is worsening . 

So, here I am again ASKING you to search you hearts and consider if 

you can increase the amount you donate, to enable us to continue a 

Ministry at BSJ and repair and maintain our beautiful church building 

(for use by future generations). Fruits of giving are foundational to the 

Parish and any help you can give will be gratefully received. 

All our Giving details are on the notice sheet (and on the next page of 

the eVoice). Regular guaranteed payments would allow us to not only 

claim back 20% Gift Aid, but allow us to plan ahead rather than 

resorting to crises appeals. For instance we know from the November 

2020 Quinquennial Report ( a 5 yearly building maintenance report 

that we legally have to have ) that extensive repairs are required to 

the stone churchyard boundary walls due to tree root damage. We 

also need to have in mind the fact that we want to be in a position to 

offer a Stipendary Payment in 2022, if so required ( A Stipend is a clergy 

salary . Our present Rector is non-stipend.) 

BUT, let’s be clear – everyone can only give according to their 

circumstances. After all, Church is FREE...but please help if you possibly 

can.  

Thank you.                                                                                                      

             

Martin Coane 

Sue’s Presentation  
 

God blesses our church with many resources 

… people, time and money. 

Every church has certain strengths and assets. 

Here in Brindle, we are blessed to be equipped 

to love each other; to love our community, 

and to be a beacon of Gods love in our 

community, drawing in people to have a 

relationship with Jesus. 

During the last ten months we have never 

been more so aware of these strengths – we 

have supported each other through the 

biggest challenge of our recent times, we 

have also supported other local causes, such 

as working with the vulnerable within our 

community and with the Parish of St. James 

Over Darwen, enabling them to support their 

people with the fulfilment of basic needs, such 

as food and toiletries. And our worshipping 

numbers have continued to grow. We give 

thanks for all that you do to enable all this to 

happen. 

We have had a reminder this morning that 

God brings light into our world, and as children 

of the light, we are called to live lives of 

gratitude and generosity, giving back to the 

work of God out of the abundance that God 

has shared with us from the very beginning. 

Stewardship for Christians is not about giving so 

that the church can “make ends meet” but, 

about acknowledging how generously God 

has given to us and then us generously giving 

back to God and seeing His church grow as it 

is resourced for mission and ministry. 

We do have to face facts … our expenditure 

commitments are increasing … the deficit 

between our income and our expenditure is 

increasing. 

The Parish Share is the single most significant 

income the Diocese receives, and the largest 

expense for us. It covers clergy pay and clergy 

associated costs, Vocation Training, Lay 

Ministry Training, Pastoral Training, Youth 

resources, safeguarding training and 

resources, Domestic Abuse training, Mental 

health Training and our work in our Church 

Schools and Sunday Schools. Without it we 

cannot fulfil our core ministry and mission as a 

church within the Diocese. We access all this 

support. 

We have to address this deficit situation if we 

are to become sustainable and hand down 

the faith to future generations, to our children, 

to our grandchildren and beyond. To be able 

to maintain our beautiful building, continue life 

journeys, such as Baptisms, Weddings and 

Funerals. To be able to give praise and 

thanksgiving for all our blessings. 

We need to begin where we are but not stay 

here … 

As Winston Churchill said … ‘We make a living 

by what we get, but we make a life by what 

we give.’ 

We are asking you to consider the giving that 

you do and if you could increase it to enable 

us to become a future certainty for future 

generations. 

The Bible says that people should decide in 

their own hearts what to give and then give it 

cheerfully. So whatever amount you give, you 

need to be happy to give it. 

We are thankful and grateful for all that you 

give … 

 

     Sue Boult 



 



In the bleakest of mid-winters … 

we can still give God our heart 

When January 2020 dawned, our nation was 

expecting a busy year focused on preparing 

to leave the European Union and “Getting 

Brexit Done”. By March, the debilitating and 

deadly Coronavirus, COVID-19, was beginning 

to take hold across the UK and the world. It 

caused us to stop what we were doing, look 

up, take note and make the most fundamen-

tal and intrusive changes to the way we lived. 

During the next nine months, it took over all our 

lives, in so many ways, and presented us with a 

wide range of new and demanding challeng-

es. We had to cope with situations and cir-

cumstances beyond our worst imaginings. It 

was all consuming, even pushing Brexit off the 

top of the UK’s political agenda. By the end of 

December, our battle with Coronavirus was still 

raging and the virus was leaving a trail of 

death, despair, deprivation and destruction in 

its wake. 

In October/November, the government and 

devolved administrations across the UK sought 

to agree common rules that would permit us 

to travel and be with family and friends to cel-

ebrate Christmas between the 23rd and 27th 

December, but the Coronavirus had other 

plans for us. In mid-December, changes to the 

genetic makeup of COVID-19 had just been 

discovered. The new strain was 70% more 

transmissible than the original strain, with infec-

tions doubling every 7 days. Across London 

and South East England, this new strain was 

taking hold at an alarming rate. It seemed that 

COVID-19 was keeping one step ahead and 

goading us, “Catch me if you can!” 

Clearly, we needed to arrest the impact this 

suffocating tsunami. At the Downing Street 

briefing to the nation on Saturday 19th De-

cember, the Prime Minister announced that 

the window for social gatherings in person 

would now be allowed only on Christmas Day. 

The key messages and medical advice from 

Professor Chris Witty and scientific advice from 

Sir Patrick Vallance were for us to unpack our 

bags; to travel only if absolutely necessary and 

for a very good reason; to break unnecessary 

household links; to minimise contact and keep 

at a safe distance; and to keep our festive 

social gatherings small, local and as short as 

we could manage with a reasonable social 

interaction. We were advised to assume we 

could be infectious. We had to remember the 

vulnerable were vulnerable. This was not 

somebody else’s issue. It was our own personal 

issue. We had to take personal responsibility for 

our own actions and their potential impact on 

others. 

Our tentative plans for shared Christmas festivi-

ties were scrapped. We had no parties or 

meals out, no nativity plays or pantomimes; no 

hugs or kisses; no Secret Santas and fewer pre-

sents for anyone outside our household or 

bubble. Christmas was pared back to, well, 

just Christmas - the celebration of Jesus Christ’s 

birth. There were echoes of the very first Christ-

mas when the King of Kings, was born in the 

very humble and simple setting of a stable. 

Christmas 2020 was simpler and pared back, 

but we had more time to put Jesus centre 

stage and our celebrations of His birth were still 

special. 

Now in February 2021, an ambitious COVID-19 

vaccination programme is well underway in 

the UK - our passport out of this pandemic. We 

continue to run our race for supremacy over 

this virus. The sprint has become a marathon, 

with no firm finishing line in sight. With all the 

extensive restrictions over our lives and dark 

news of the daily challenges we are facing as 

individuals across all walks of life and as a na-

tion, we can sometimes allow the negative 

thoughts to take hold; we can dwell on the 

worst-case scenarios and become disheart-

ened and anxious. When we find our worries 

getting the better of us, it can help to identify 

the source of our worry. Is our worry based on 

factual evidence or are our thoughts running 

away to non-factual scenarios? If the former, 

we can take our worries to God in prayer. If 

the latter, we should banish them and refuse 

them any more brain time. 

I used to tell my mother, “Don't worry about 

what might not happen”. From time to time, 

when I am battling with my own negative and 

anxious thoughts, my elder son wisely tells me, 

“Focus on positive thoughts rather than nega-

tive ones. There are no negatives to being 

positive.” It’s not easy at first, but the more I 

try, the easier it becomes, until a healthy and 

rational attitude returns. 

UK Chief Scout Bear Grylls’ mantra, when 

sending novice adventurers into new situa-

tions where they have to overcome very test-

ing challenges, is that they must keep upper-

most in their minds at ALL times: “Positivity, 

Positivity, Positivity”. 

In his fourth letter to the Philippians apostle 

Paul exhorts, “4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I 

will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness 

be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be 

anxious about anything, but in every situation, 

by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 

present your requests to God. 7 And the 

peace of God, which transcends all under-

standing, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.” I first came across this 

verse several years ago. It lifted off the page 

and I couldn’t stop reading it over and over. I 

found these verses hugely comforting and 

edifying. It remains one of my favourite go to 

Bible passages. 

Do you have any favourite Bible verses or 

passages that you turn to again and again for 

affirmation and inspiration? Do you have any 

that are sustaining your through the current 

challenges or have done so at other times of 

need? Would you like to share these with oth-

er readers? If so, I would love to hear from 

you. Please send them to me and I will com-

pile them for a future edition of Brindle 

eVoice. Christine.Durber24@gmail.com by 

text or phone to 07849 274337. Please mark 

the subject of your message ‘BSJ Bible Verses’. 

Thank you. 

Whilst life currently is simpler and pared back 

amid all the restrictions, there are still plenty of 

things we CAN do: we can keep in touch with 

family; send someone a card, letter, email or 

text message; help a neighbour, phone a 

friend and encourage others; and we can still 

enjoy some special moments. We can watch 

TV, listen to the radio, listen to our favourite 

music, read books, newspapers, magazines 

and digital resources, laugh, sing, dance, talk 

to the wall, look out of the window, listen to 

the birdsong, and take in the beauty of the 

natural world and the seasons as they unfold 

and ebb away. 

We can worship God individually and as a 

church family. We can read and reflect on 

The Bible. We can talk to God, thank God, 

praise God, pray to God, listen to God, hon-

our God, trust God, obey God and place our 

hope in God; and when all else fails, we can 

just hold on in faith, trusting that He will bring 

us through this time of trial. If we invite God in 

to join us in the detail of our daily lives he will 

be there for us and make a positive differ-

ence. And in faith, we can experience the 

fruits of the Holy Spirit: we can still give and 

receive love; experience joy and peace; be 

gentle, good, kind, patient, faithful and self 

controlled. 

In this bleakest of mid-winters, the words of 

the Christmas carol penned by Christina Ros-

setti in the 1800s still resonate: poor as we are, 

we can still turn to God and we can give Him 

our heart. 

Postscript: In preparing this article, I looked at 

Bear Gryll’s life story on his official website. 

Told in one-liners and photographs it is simply 

astonishing! It clearly shows what great feats 

can be achieved when we maintain a posi-

tive can do attitude as we pursue our goals 

and persevere through life’s trials! 

 

Christine Durber 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.etsy.com%2Fau%2Flisting%2F790425973%2Fstay-safe-clear-rainbow-decal-for&psig=AOvVaw0u_kQjxs6RxcTwRwOBqM_V&ust=1591556023424000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLC7grru7ekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Update on Sam’s work with the 

Food Bank 
On the 14th January, the Treasurer from 

St James Over Darwen told Rob that BSJ 

had donated £622.00 and in addition I 

was given £230, making a grand total of 

£852.00 donated to the Food-bank in 

less than one week! 

 

On top of that I have had people 

delivering food parcels all week and 

have over 40 bags of food and several 

boxes, and this does not include what I 

know Alison has collected from 

donations left at the village Pound. 

  

Rob and I are amazed by the speed 

and generosity with which our 

congregation and parish has rallied to 

the help of others.  On our call 

yesterday, we just kept saying Wow!  But 

what is really wonderful is knowing that 

each of the donations was given with 

love, the email messages, the phone 

calls, the letters have all expressed 

concern for others, love of others, 

disbelief that people, children, are 

going hungry.  This week we have seen 

absolute physical evidence of God 

working through us, and the Holy Spirit in 

each and every tin of beans, soup or 

packet of mashed potato.  There have 

been wonderful 

initiatives started and 

never have I seen 

such clear work of us 

as a church body, as 

brothers and sisters in 

Christ working 

together to make a 

difference. 

  

I don’t know if this is the right biblical 

quote, but it spoke to me: 

 
10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, 

that there may be food in my house. 

And thereby put me to the test, says 

the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the 

windows of heaven for you and pour 

down for you a blessing until there is no 

more need. 
   Malachi 3:10 

 

  

There have been other connections 

made through the sharing of knowledge 

on other charities that can help or 

sources of funding or offers to help 

further and I have passed these on to 

Rob to follow up, and I will keep 

encouraging him to make the most of 

any links provided. 

  

I have been humbled and my heart 

filled with joy and love for you my 

wonderful parish and church family, for 

me every gift has been a gift of God’s 

blessing to me, in deepening my faith, 

and to our friends in Darwen, who will 

know the blessings and grace of God 

through receiving these gifts in the same 

love they were given. 

  

Thank you. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

  Sam 

  
 

 

 

 

Message of Thanks from the 

Food Bank  
‘Every time I think of you I thank God for 

you. I have joy in my heart every time I 

ask God to help you. I thank God for the 

joy we share in telling the good news 

from the very first day until now.’  

   Philippians 1:3-5  

 

Thank you so much for being so willing to 

donate towards the emergency food 

distribution we are doing here in Over 

Darwen. It seems completely unfair that 

it is the poorest of our communities who 

are most affected by a pandemic like 

this. Please join us in praying that the 

struggling families on our estate and 

estates around the country encounter 

Christ in the midst of this pain and 

discomfort. I have been involved in 

Urban Estate Ministry for the best of 

fifteen years. I have not seen poverty like 

I am seeing it now. As I drop food off on 

the door steps of families we support, 

there is a huge sense of relief. That relief 

soon turns to tears, you see so many 

families on our small estate wake up 

worrying each and every day about 

how they are going to feed their family 

that day. It really is heart-breaking. 

Thankyou so much for partnering with us, 

it really is making a huge difference. 

Your support and partnership is 

appreciated in ways that you will not be 

able to imagine. I pray that as you have 

blessed the work we are doing and in 

turn blessed so many families across our 

estate, I pray that you will know the 

blessing of God almighty.  

  

Rob McGibbon  

Outreach Worker, St James Over Darwen 

To the tune of 649                                    

The King of Love my Shepherd is 

What does Christingle mean for us                                                                      

As we participate?                              

When meeting all together here                         

What do we celebrate? 

We have a symbol of our world-                   

An orange - in our hand,                                 

A sign of God’s creation that                   

We all can understand. 

The ribbon red around it should                     

Remind us of Christ’s blood,                          

The sacrifice He made for us                                

So perfect and so good. 

The sweets and raisins on their 

sticks                                                       

Remind us of the seasons,                               

The earth providing all we need                   

It’s bounteous harvests feed us.                 

And now the lighted candles shine,      

Their flames so warm and bright          

Dispelling darkness from our hearts 

So we receive Christ’s light. 

Lynn Packer  



Little Cuckoos – February 14th is 

Valentines Day and this is a special time when people 

who are in love send cards to tell each other how 

they feel.                                                                                                             

         

We often talk about 

God’s love at 

Church. In the Bible 

John tells us lots of 

things about God’s 

love. He says that 

love comes from 

God and ‘God is 

Love’.  

                                          

When God sent us His son, Jesus, He was showing us 

how much He loves us. 

God’s love for us is ‘unconditional’ which means that 

nothing can ever stop God from loving us. Because 

God loves us so much, we must learn to love one 

another. 

Why not have a go at colouring in this picture. Maybe 

you could cut it out and give it to someone you love. 

You could even make it into a valentines day card. 

I’d love to see your artwork! Please 

take a photo of your colouring and 

send it to: 

brindle.voice@brindlestjames.co.uk 

Happy Valentines Day!  

MRC 



Notice Board  
March Edition 

The deadline for items to be included in the March  edition of the eVoice 

is Sunday February 21st.  Please email your articles to: 

brindle.voice@brindlestjames.co.uk 

Comments, suggestions, recipes and cover photos welcomed! 

SCARF CHALLENGE FOR THE HOMELESS DURING 2021 

  
We wondered if you would be interested to take part in 

the above project. I have contacted various charities 

who are involved with the homeless in Preston and 

Blackburn and they are delighted with the idea…. 

  

We are knitting / crocheting scarves as follows; 

 Width: 6" (15 cm) 

 Length 5’ (150 cm) 

 

They are to stretch from Holy Trinity Church, Hoghton to 

All Saints Church, Higher Walton - 2.8 miles or 2937 

scarves! 

 

We are using Double Knitting wool & dark colours 

preferred, please. 

 

The finished scarves are to be put in separate plastic 

bags and taken to Old Oak Nurseries, Hoghton Lane, 

where there is a scarf collection box. The scarves will be 

collected at the end of each month and then delivered 

to the various Homeless Centres. 

 

Donations of wool - if you are not a knitter, but have 

wool we could use, we would be delighted to receive it, 

please Contact :- Veronica :- 

07901 913812 . 

Thank you very much for your 

interest, 

 

 Veronica Roper 

Marion’s Coconut 

Pyramids 

Ingredients 

3 Egg Whites 

4 Oz Caster Sugar 

8 Oz  Desiccated            
   Coconut 

1 tbsp Ground Rice 

1 tsp Vanilla Essence 

 

Method 

Beat the egg whites. 

Whisk in half of the 
sugar. 

Fold in the rest of the 
ingredients. 

Rinse an egg cup in 
cold water and pack it 
with some of the 
mixture. 

Knock it out onto a 
baking tray oiled or 
lined with rice paper. 

Bake in the centre of a 
cool oven for 30-40 
min. 

An Acrostic Puzzle for Christingle 

C _______________ another name for the presentation of Christ in the temple 

H ________________ a word to describe someone who is perfect in goodness and  

    worthy of complete devotion 

R__________________  the act of saving or being saved from sin, error or evil 

I_______________  a word to describe someone who has done no wrong 

S______________ a word describing Jesus as the redeemer of sins 

T_________________ the place where Mary and Joseph took Jesus as a firstborn   

   male to be consecrated 

I_______________ the prophet who foretold the coming of the Messiah 

N______________ a word we always use to describe the birth of Jesus 

G______________ the freely given and unmerited favour of God 

L________________________ words Jesus gave us to say daily 

E__________________ the word that means God is with us                         By Lynn Packer 



We hope that you are well. Note the 

information below about Covid vaccination 

and what to do if you suffer persistent tummy 

troubles but do not want to bother your GP. 

There is also some information about two 

online scams. 

COVID VACCINATION 

Patients who are eligible to receive a Covid-

19 Vaccination will be invited to book an 

appointment. If you have not received a 

letter, phone call or text message to book a 

vaccine, please do not worry.                     

Everyone will be 

notified in priority 

order as the 

vaccine 

becomes 

available. Please 

do not telephone 

your GP practice, 

hospitals or other NHS organisations but just 

wait to be invited. 

‘HELP US, HELP YOU’ CAMPAIGN 

People with persistent tummy troubles in 

Lancashire and South Cumbria including 

diarrhoea, bloating or discomfort in the 

tummy area, are being urged to get 

checked for cancer as part of the NHS and     

 

Public Health England’s ‘Help Us, Help You’ 

campaign. People in Lancashire and 

Cumbria are encouraged to speak to their 

GP if they have a symptom including 

diarrhoea, bloating or discomfort in the 

tummy area for three weeks or more, as they 

could be a sign of cancer. 

Figures show that 11,694 of people are 

diagnosed with cancers in the abdominal 

area in the North West every year, which 

includes ovarian, kidney and bowel cancers. 

More than four in ten people leave it longer 

to get health advice than they normally 

would have before the coronavirus outbreak. 

Delaying can have serious consequences for 

some cancers. Hospitals have put extensive 

measures in place so that patients can get 

safely tested and treated, including by rolling 

out Covid-protected hubs across the country 

and introducing treatment swaps that require 

fewer trips to hospital and have less of an 

effect on cancer patients’ immune systems. 

COVID SURVEY SCAM 

There is a survey scam on Twitter. The survey 

asks residents to provide details of how they 

have coped with the COVID-19 Pandemic 

and purports to come from their Local 

Authority. Participants are requested to 

provide their personal details. In one case a 

resident was advised that she would be paid 

£25 for taking part in the survey. Fortunately, 

she declined the offer of payment or the 

fraudsters may have obtained her personal 

bank details. Residents are reminded to take 

great care when providing their personal 

details to any third party. 

SCAM DPD EMAIL 

Shoppers are being warned about a fake 

DPD email that is circulating which attempts 

to trick recipients into handing over their 

bank details. The email urges people to pay 

to reschedule a delivery of their parcel. Be 

suspicious if you are not expecting a delivery! 

Customers receiving an email from DPD are 

asked to check the message has come from 

a valid email address before taking any 

action. The delivery company only emails 

from one of three email addresses: 

@dpd.co.uk; @dpdlocal.co.uk; or 

@dpdgroup.co.uk. If the email has not come 

from one of these addresses, it is likely to be a 

phishing scam and should be reported to 

www.report@phising.gov.uk. 

Keep safe and well! 

 Brindle Parish Council 

 

 

Brindle Parish Council: Local Information 

https://www.gov.uk/report-suspicious-emails-websites-phishing


THE VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON                    

11TH JANUARY 2021 

The Parish Council wishes to remind everyone that their 

meetings are open to all residents and that there is 

opportunity to raise issues affecting them at these meetings 

THE PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE: - WWW.brindlepc.info 

The Parish Council considered the following matters raised 

by Members of the Public:- 

DENHAM QUARRY:                                                                              

Several complaints had been received from local residents 

regarding drug taking and anti social behaviour at Denham 

Quarry and about policing in the Parish generally. 

The Clerk had written to the Chief Constable requesting 

more robust policing and the matter had been referred to 

the Management Operations Team at Chorley. 

A Member had recorded various events at the Quarry and 

suggested taking further action. He had been in contact 

with the police at Chorley and had been informed that a 

new Community Beat Manager had been appointed for the 

area. 

The Officer had agreed to meet him at the Quarry to discuss 

the issues with him. 

PC CARL EXLEY                                                                                                    

As widely reported PC Exley is the new NHPT member for the 

Chorley rurals area, which includes Brindle, Hoghton, 

Brinscall, Abbey Village, Withnell, Wheelton, Higher 

Wheelton, Heapey, Withnell Fold, White Coppice, Adlington, 

Anglezarke, Rivington and Heath Charnock. He can be 

contacted by email at 3932@lancashire.pnn.police.uk 

His aim is to try and help with the issues in the area. He is 

trying to obtain as much information about the area 

problems, and is doing this through a police system called 'In 

The Know'. This allows local residents to tell us their issues, and 

allows us to contact them via text or email telling them of  

 

what we have been doing. He is a firm believer of bobbies 

back on the beat, and will try to do this in the next year.  

Other Matters dealt with by the Parish Council included:- 

HIGHWAY MATTERS: 

FOOTPATHS:                                                                                                          

The County Council Public Rights of Way Team has informed 

the Parish Council that They are still experiencing a large 

backlog of over 300 reports awaiting inspection and they 

are down 2 officers. 

FLOODING:                                                                                                                  

Flooding has been reported to the County Council at Pippin 

Street, Private Road, Holt Lane and at Copthurst. 

With regard to Water Street , the County Council say it is on 

their list to do an investigation - they are just stretched on the 

front line with government lockdown restrictions, social 

distancing, covid cases and trying to keep essential services 

running. But they will investigate as soon as resources allow. 

GRIT BINS:                                                                                                                 

A Member of the Parish Council referred to the dangerous 

condition of Hillhouse Lane in icy weather particularly near 

the level crossing and requested that the County Council 

should be asked again to provide a grit bin in this location. 

There are also problems at the grass triangle near the 

junction of Hillhouse Lane and Oram Road and it was 

suggested that a grit bin be located on the grass triangle. 

The Parish Council has approached the County Council 

about the provision of a grit bin here. 

PRIVATE ROAD:                                                                                                           

It was reported that the recently repaired sinkhole near Holly 

Bank on Private Road was subsiding again. The County 

Council are at present repairing it. 

 

They have also been asked to consider improvements to the 

drainage scheme near St. Joseph`s Church Hall on Private 

Road. 

DUXON HILL:                                                                                                   

Duxon Hill needs sweeping and Chorley Council has been 

asked to do this. 

CHORLEY COUNCIL REPORT:                                                                                    

Details of the actions taken by the Council in relation to the 

Pandemic were reported and the arrangements for the 

proposed 2021 National Census including details of possible 

scams. 

PLANNING REPORT:                                                                             

Applications had been granted for a development at Lower 

Copthurst and for tree pruning at a property on Sandy Lane 

since the last meeting of the Parish Council. 

Applications for developments at Gowans Lane and 

Denham Lane had been submitted since the last meeting. 

PARISH POUND: 

The Parish Council thanked the residents who had organised 

the siting of a Christmas Tree in The Parish Pound. This had 

been donated free by Goosefoot Nurseries Samlesbury. The 

Parish Council had agreed to the cost of providing lights for 

the tree. 

Arrangements have also been made for the Pound to be a 

food bank collection point. 

It is intended to improve the Parish Pound when conditions 

permit. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 

Monday 8th March 2021 the Annual Parish Meeting at 7.30 

p.m. to be followed by the Parish Council Meeting. 

ALL MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND.                                                           

Brindle Parish Council: Meeting Minutes  

https://www.brindlepc.info/


 

Logs & Kindling 
Trailer loads or Bags 

Delivered to your door 

Tree Surgery Service 

             
Tel: 01254 854238 

01257 273718 

 Directory                                                               
 Rector            Rev. David Ward      01254 851053  

 Church Wardens Susan Boult         01772 323481   

    Martin Coane   01254 853803   

 Verger  Paul Santus   01254 853432   

 Treasurer  Richard Howarth  07713 390722   

 Sunday School Catharine             01772 316745   

    Carolyn Grimbaldeston 01254 854679        

 Choir   Shirley Lindsay       01254 209572  

 Pastoral Team Millie Santus    01254 853432   

    Lynn Packer    01772 323267  

 Bell Ringers  Stuart Crosby       01257 265542  

 Mothers’ Union Rana Shihada   07801 546254  

 PCC Secretary Daryl Peter    07831 830123   

 Weekly Newsletter Lynn Packer            01772 323267   

    lynndavepacker@hotmail.co.uk              

 Scouts/Cubs/Beavers Ann Hardman                gsl@bsjscouts.co.uk  

 Guiding  Sam Eccles         07749 383888   

    1stbrindle.guides@gmail.com    

 Brownies  Christine Corcoran   01772 436567   

        07522 477859   

    brindlebrownies@gmail.com    

 Community Hall  (Bookings)        

    Susan Horrocks      01254 852173  

 W. I.   Susan Horrocks        01254 852173    

 St James’ Players Stuart Lockhart      01254 852522           

 Historical Society     Henry Stone        01254 854290   

    henry.stone.t21@btinternet.com     

 Brindle Art Group Shirley Stone   01254 854290   

 55+ (BOFFS)  Lynne Lynch        07541 133969    

 Brindle St. James’ School         

    Mrs Austin (Acting Head)  01254 852379  

 Brindle Parish Council         

    Tony Harkness  01772 334596   

    tonyharkness@virginmedia.com     

 Brindle Voice Commercial Advertising       

    Julie Pawson   07714 285699   

    pawsonjulie@hotmail.com    

 Brindle Voice Caretaker Editor               

    Alison Bond         07941 618042                                  

    brindle.voice@brindlestjames.co.uk                                     

Please let me know if you would like the contact details for your local organisation 

adding to the directory.     

  www.brindlestjames.co.uk/ www.twitter.com/BrindleStJames             www.facebook.com/stjamesbrindle  

EX BRITISH GAS             

ENGINEER MIKE 

Friendly Service 

Free Quotations 

Breakdown Repair 

Boiler Changes 

Full Heating Installation 

Servicing & Maintenance 

Gas Safe Registered 

Can cost 40% less than British 

Gas. Call Mike on: 

07852 286372 

P. Hitchen                                

Traditional Plasterer 

Internal & External 

Re-Skims over Artex 

Waterproof Sand & Cement 

Rendering 

All Damp Problems 

All property repairs:- 

Pointing, Roof Repairs 

Ridges, Chimneys 

01257 268950 

07768 997688 
LCC Safe Trader Registered 

https://www.brindlestjames.co.uk/
http://www.twitter.com/BrindleStJames
http://www.facebook.com/stjamesbrindle



