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Join us on Zoom at 10.00. this Sunday for our benefice worship. Last week we counted almost 50 people joining in.  
Use the link below and log in from 9.50.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82172796502?pwd=dm9PandVL1l6YTgzOFFTQzQ1L0NqQT09 
 

 

On 1st March the church 
remembers the sixth century 
Bishop of Wales, David. 
 (Dewi Sant). Often portrayed 
with a dove, the symbol of the 
Holy Spirit, he was a renowned 
teacher and preacher and 
founded religious communities 
in Wales, the West country and 
Brittany. The cathedral in 
Pembrokeshire that bears his 
name is on the site of one of 
his monasteries. He lived a 
simple, frugal life and  
in his last sermon to his monks, 
he told them to “Do the little things, the small things you’ve seen me doing. 
 
 

 
You might not know that St. Chad is celebrated on 2nd. March. Chad was a pupil of Aidan 
of Lindisfarne, who established Christianity in Northumbria in the seventh century. When 
he was appointed Bishop of Mercia, he made his home in Lichfield, and the Venerable 
Bede speaks of him travelling from town to town (mostly on foot), preaching and praying 
zealously among the people he served. His relics were initially housed in his cathedral and 
rescued at the time of the Reformation. They made their way around the county, 
apparently spending time with the Fitzherberts of Swynnerton, then at Aston Hall and 
chapel near Stone. Now they have a home at St. Chad’s R.C. cathedral in Birmingham. 
(More details on their website).  

 
Today there is a home-based Community of St. Chad whose members follow a modern-day 
monasticism based on the “Five Rhythms of Grace”. It’s open to those committed to a 
spiritual lifestyle and the community produces a helpful booklet with worship for each day, 
hints on how to read the Bible and spiritual disciplines based on Jesuit traditions.  
There will be a St. Chad’s day service on Zoom on Tuesday 2 March, 7-8pm which will include 
responses of commitment to the Five Rhythms of Grace. 
 

Philip Swan, Director of World Mission for the diocese writes:  
"The Community of Saint Chad seeks to provide an encouragement to pray and deepen discipleship and offers a 
welcome to everyone at all stages of their spiritual journeys. We are delighted to be welcoming as our speaker 
the Revd Steve Hollinghurst – our Diocesan Evangelism Enabler with an Environmental focus - to respond to the 
challenge of the environment crisis and the Good News of a creator God.” For Zoom link please contact Jackie at the 
email address above.  

 



GOOD NEWS THIS WEEK:  
As we hear encouraging reports on the effectiveness of the vaccine and look forward 
to gradual easings of the lockdown, we also have positive local stories.   
 

• Happy 90th birthday to Pat Lawrence on 27th February. 
 Although we can’t celebrate the occasion alongside Pat, we can celebrate her 
contribution to our church life over the years. With Geoff, she’s sung in the choir, 
organised and compered Summer fairs, been active in PCC and Home Group. Her 
journalistic flair and experience led to her editing the Church Magazine, and our 
intercessions and readings have benefited from her training as a broadcaster.  
Many thanks Pat, and Happy Birthday!  
 

• Congratulations to Marguerite and Ian Browne who have recently become grandparents again.  
Robert and Naomi have a lovely baby boy, George Richard, a brother for Amelia who is two years old.  
Robert grew up in Swynnerton and attended Sunday School at St. Mary’s. He and his family now live in Abbots 
Bromley.  

 

• Exciting news on the Toilet Twinning Project.  
  After just a week, generous donations mean that we can already fund THREE toilets in a poorer 
 country. Not too late to send your cheque, payable to TOILET TWINNING to Chris Stokes, 
  6 Frobisher Drive, Swynnerton, ST15 0QY. Read more at www.toilettwinning.org and last week’s 
 news sheet. 

 
 

• The Lent Course continues at 3pm on Sunday afternoon. This week David Harman will lead a session 
entitled “Catching up with God”. It’s not too late to join in by using the Zoom log in on page 1, or you 
can sign up for emails and get the app at www.churchofengland.org/livelent 
 

 
********                             **********                        ********                         ********* 
 
More thoughts from church family members as we look back on a year apart.  
Lynda Latham reflects:  
 
“Looking back to this time last year it strikes me that we had no idea what was coming. 
For us it was a year of contrasts; lots of worries and stress around work, elderly relatives and 
the food shop and on the other hand the positives of appreciating the space around us and   

being close as a family. I remember being so grateful, early on, for the beautiful spring weather and feeling so glad it 
wasn't winter. I also kept feeling how lucky we were to have a garden and to live in a village, full of people looking 
out for each other, surrounded by beautiful countryside. How different it must have been for people living in a 
 high rise block in a city. Coming out the other side I think we've learnt about what's really important and it's given us 
a new perspective.” 
 
Chris Stokes finds it hard that “visitors are left standing at the doorway, no invitation in for a cuppa, passing people 
by six feet away … all this makes me feel unsociable, rude and inhospitable. I long to just shake hands, hug my 
daughter and have the opportunity to chat. Great hopes are resting on the vaccine; roll on normal life again”.  
 

We thank God for answered prayers and are pleased to say that Ray Lewney is feeling better and carefully following 
his prescribed exercise regime. Kay Bickerton would like to thank everyone for prayers over the past weeks and  
we send best wishes to George Edwards now back home after a hospital stay.  
 Doreen Green is in the Haywood hospital; a further fracture has been discovered so please pray for Doreen and her 
family. Others with continuing health problems and challenges are Richard Wenger, Fr. Paul Chavasse, 
 Wendy Jackson and Paul Bell, Dot Sergeant, Elaine Dulson, Pat Lawrence, Carol and Martyn Turner, Pat Barley, 
 Geoff and Linda Foster, Margaret Farr, Nick & Jonquil Goacher, Margaret Mc.Knight, Maddie,  Jessica, 
 Margaret Reid and Karen Glasgow.  
 



WORSHIP FOR SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

Introduction: This is the day that the Lord has made.        

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Confession:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will 
forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. 
 
Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have done 
evil in your sight. We are sorry and repent. Have 
mercy on us according to your love. Wash away our 
wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. Renew a 
right spirit within us and restore us to the joy of your 
salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from our sins, 
and restore us in his image, to the praise and glory of 
his name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 
Though he was divine, he did not cling to equality 
with God, but made himself nothing. 
Taking the form of a slave, he was born in human 
likeness. 
He humbled himself and was obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross. 
Therefore, God has raised him on high, 
and given him the name above every name: 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God, the Father. 
Amen. 
 
Collect Almighty God, by the prayer and discipline of 
Lent may we enter into the mystery of Christ’s 
sufferings, and by following in his Way 
come to share in his glory; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  

 
 
 
Thanks To Val Adams for 
this morning’s prayers.  
 
 

Lord as we come before you this morning, we lift to 
you our world.  We thank you for all the beauty that 
surrounds us and for all the plants and creatures that 
live within it and all the good things you give to us.  
We are sorry Lord that we don’t always look after our 
planet as we should do and we pray for all those 
working to reverse the effects of climate change.  
Please forgive us Lord and help us all to play our part 
in putting things right.  We lift to you Lord those who 
are suffering due to changes in weather patterns, 
poverty, conflict or oppression.  Please comfort them 
and let your love surround them.  Lord we pray for all 
world leaders that they may work together to bring 
peace to our world. 
Thankyou Lord. 
 
Lord we lift to you our country.  We pray for our 
government and for politicians as they try to lead us 
carefully out of this pandemic.  We pray that they will 
make the right decisions to protect everyone and 
keep us all safe.  Lord we thank you for the scientists 
who are monitoring the situation and advising the 
government and those who have worked so hard to 
produce the vaccines.  Thank you for their knowledge 
and dedication to their work.  
 We thank you too for our key workers particularly 
those on the front line in the NHS.  Those doctors and 
nurses who are still working so hard looking after 
those who are really ill with Covid. Please look after all 
those essential workers and volunteers who are going 
the extra mile to make sure no one is left in need 
during this difficult time.  
 We pray for our teachers and our children as they 
return to school.  Keep them safe and ensure that the 
right steps are put in place so that no child is left at a 
disadvantage because of school closures. 
Thankyou Lord. 
 
Finally, we lift to you our church family.  Thankyou 
Lord for the technology that enables us to meet via 
zoom.  Thank you for the dedicated team who put 
together this newsletter, make phone calls and other 
ways of contact to keep us all connected and make 
sure everyone is safe and well.  
 We pray for those we know and those listed on our 
newssheet who need our prayers at this time.  Please 
bless them Lord as we take a few moments to lift 
them to you now……….                                                        
Lord we thank you for our Lent Course which is taking 
place on Sunday afternoons and ask you to bless and 
inspire those who are leading.  May those attending 
draw closer to you Lord and be encouraged in their 
faithful witness. 
 Thankyou Lord. 
Accept these prayers for the sake of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 



TAKE UP YOUR CROSS 
Ven Julian Francis’s Sermon for 28 February 2021 - Second Sunday of Lent - Mark 8:31-38 
 
The first Christians had no access to the stories of Jesus in the gospels; yet this mattered not, because they were 
fired by a deep conviction over the power of the cross for their lives. The crucified Lord was their saviour and 
deliverer. Something in the crucifixion had demonstrated to them that the man of Galilee was the way to salvation. 
The tree of shame was their tree of glory. 
 
And this primary recognition of the power of the cross for Christian living is conveyed succinctly by Paul in his first 
letter to the Corinthians. As he begins the correspondence, he articulates a significant anxiety, which is that ‘the 
cross of Christ might be emptied of its power’! He sees a risk that it may get obscured or marginalised. Yet this 
cannot be allowed to happen; for as Paul writes, whilst “the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing... to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” (Ch 1 v.18) No cross, no power, no gospel! 
 Paul goes on to say that this ‘message of the cross’ captures the soul in a way that goes far beyond the wisdom of 
the wise, and is so much more durable than the search for signs. He says, “Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.”  
And perhaps most memorably, Paul declares that whilst he could have come to the Corinthians speaking about 
mysteries and lofty wisdom, “I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified”… nothing 
else mattered, and arguably nothing else matters still! The cross of Christ turns his healing, transforming, justice-
founded ministry into a way of salvation! 
 
Now we all know this to be perhaps the truth of our faith. But this morning we are challenged by having this 
proclamation of saving grace turned directly towards us. Because this is what happens in 
 Mark chapter 8 when Jesus addresses the disciples and says, “if any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” What has quintessentially been Jesus’ vocation is becoming ours 
too! So, we must ask, what is the Master calling us to? 
 
Today’s verses from Mark chapter 8 have a lot to say about Jesus’ vocation to suffering. They begin with what is 
known as the ‘first prediction of the passion’, the first of three. “He began to teach them that the Son of Man must 
undergo great suffering, be killed and after three days rise again.” Now very clearly, the disciples in this account do 
not have the benefit, like the first Christians, of having witnessed the crucifixion, and experienced its impact in the 
community of believers. This is yet to come.  
The thought, therefore, of Jesus being crucified is entirely new. It is also anathema! And we see this clearly in Peter’s 
response, who “took Jesus aside and began to rebuke him.” Crucifixion was a particularly harsh and degrading 
capital punishment that was reserved by the Romans for ruffians and slaves. They would crucify tens, even hundreds 
at once, so we are told by the historian Josephus. Crucifixion was certainly not for esteemed leaders. We can 
understand Peter’s protestations. 
 But as readers of the gospel, we share, along with the Corinthian Christians, a knowledge about the saving death of 
Jesus. We know that through his death we live! We are inclined, therefore, not to hear these words of his with the 
starkness they would have had to the disciples who first heard them. It is good, therefore, if we can put ourselves in 
their shoes and hear Jesus as if for the first time, declaring what his calling is from God, to ‘undergo great suffering, 
be killed and after three days rise again’. Today is an opportunity to stop and listen and take this in… 
 
We also observe that today’s crucial portion of scripture, that signifies both Jesus’ vocation to suffering and the 
vocation of his followers to take up their cross, is sandwiched between two great proclamations of who Jesus is. In 
chapter 8 v.29, it’s the same Peter who declares, when asked, that Jesus is the Messiah! Then in chapter 9 verse 7, in 
the account of the Transfiguration, it is the voice of God that announces, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 
These two clarion calls from the text serve, therefore, as two bookends, that point us towards what happens in 
between. This textual construction acts as a signpost telling us, if we hadn’t quite got it the first time, just how 
important this vocation is…. Interestingly, it happens right in the middle of the gospel (in Ch 8 of 16) and should be 
thought of as the heart of the gospel good news – that this Jesus, who is the anointed one and the Beloved Son has a 
divinely ordained vocation to suffer, to die and to be raised – and this is the foundation of our faith!... 
 
We are familiar with Jesus’ response to Peter’s rebuke. It is in the strongest possible terms, “get behind me Satan!” 
And the sharpness of Jesus’ rebuke is yet another indication of how important this teaching is about his true 
vocation. The same can be said of the call to his followers to walk in the way of the cross… If at ten days into Lent 
you are still pondering what to give up or take up for Lent, today you have your answer – take up the cross!! Would 



that more of our Lenten observance led us more deeply in this direction! For there can arguably be no better time 
than Lent, and no better time than the present, for us to give thought, prayer and consideration to the meaning of 
the cross for our lives. 
 
Jesus says, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 
For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who want to lose their life for my sake, and for the sake 
of the gospel, will save it.” In childhood I worried a lot that if I was to be a good follower of Jesus, I might have to 
countenance being crucified. This is one of the problems of the literal mind of the child. And I may not have been 
alone in this. As an adult I am struck by the fact that the cross is not really about Jesus himself, even though he must 
wrestle with accepting his vocation of suffering – praying in the garden that the hour might pass from him, “yet not 
what I want, but what you want.” 
 Rather, the true focus of the cross is God’s great desire and passion for humanity. The cross is a means of salvation. 
The obedience of the Son is part of that endeavour, as we know from Paul in Philippians chapter 2, where he speaks 
of the Lord “humbling himself and becoming obedient to the point of death.” But it is not the goal. In a similar way, 
our calling to take up the cross as followers of Jesus is not really about us, in the sense of being about something we 
have to do or be or agree to. It is, rather, I am inclined to think, about a willingness to be used by God in the great 
arc of salvation bending towards humanity and creation. It is a dispensation, an openness of heart and mind. From 
Philippians 2 we sometimes forget that Paul introduces the passage saying, “let the same mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus.” The calling to take up the cross is a habit of heart and mind that we receive through grace, through his 
Spirit working in us. 
 
This leads to the thought that in the same way that we sometimes talk of being co-creators with God in fashioning 
the created world, so we are surely also co-collaborators with God, though grace, in ushering in his salvation – the 
healing, wholeness, reconciliation and blessing that can come about through taking up the cross and walking in the 
way of suffering love. 
 And we have surely witnessed some extraordinary examples of people being used by God to walk this costly and 
risky road in the circumstances of the pandemic. Our frontline workers in health and social care, so many people in 
public and retail services, both in the foreground and in the background, have set aside their own comforts and 
risked their lives to be out there in the danger zone – sometimes as a professional necessity, sometimes through 
personal decision, and at other times as the only way to put bread on the table. And this tide of suffering love has 
made all the difference, both to those in peril and to the rest of us who have been shielded from the storm to a 
much greater extent. 
 And this reminds us that our calling as Christians to walk this way with Christ is forever open to us…. We can always 
attempt to walk away from the suffering of others. But this is not what our Saviour asks of us. As Archdeacon Paul 
referenced in a recent bible study, when we seek transformation in the world in Christ’s name, “we bear in our 
bodies the scars of his passion”. We walk where he has travelled, on the way of the cross – because this is the way 
that God chooses to redeem what is broken in the world. The brokenness of human lives and of the planet, and the 
injustices of society, are out there waiting for us. To take up the cross is our surest weaponry for the healing of what 
is broken.  
But whilst Christ’s road of suffering was necessarily a lonely one, plumbing the depths of the darkness of God, ours 
need not be. Why? Because he walks with us. When we take up the cross, he is holding the other end. John Bell’s 
lovely hymn, ‘Jesus Christ is waiting’ captures beautifully this calling at the heart of discipleship. The final verse 
expresses especially well how the way of suffering love is a path we walk in step with the Lord: “Jesus Christ is 
calling, calling in the streets. Who will join my journey? I will guide their feet. Listen Lord Jesus, let my fears be few. 
Walk one step before me. I will follow you.” 
 
Venerable Julian Francis 
 
                                                                                                                             

 


