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Our Benefice Worship this week will be on-line. Do join us on Zoom at 10.00. this Sunday. Use the link below and log 
in from 9.50.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82172796502?pwd=dm9PandVL1l6YTgzOFFTQzQ1L0NqQT09 
 

 

LENT COURSE 

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US OVER THE 
SIX SUNDAYS OF LENT, from Sunday 
February 21st to Sunday March 28th, at 
3pm. We will meet via St Mary's 
Church zoom link to work through the 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book, 
“Living His Story” by Hannah Steele, 
published by the SPCK. 
Alternatively, there are daily 
reflections with a short passage from 

the Bible and a brief explanation of the reading for you to 
receive by email or by downloading the app from www.churchofengland.org/livelent 
If you are unable to access the internet, do make use of the Daily Hope line on your phone. You can listen to the 
#LiveLent daily reflections free of charge. 
  
The Daily Hope line, which was set up to offer comfort and spiritual nourishment, 
especially to those alone or without access to online resources, continues to 
evolve. Apart from the Lent reflections, it now aims to promote positive wellbeing 
by offering four reflections to help those who are struggling to sleep. Pippa 
Cramer, who is the Pastoral care and Seniors Minister at Claygate in the diocese of 
Guildford, is also an Occupational Therapist, and she introduces reflections with 
music and scripture passages to relieve anxiety and encourage relaxation.  
 
 
 

 

Did you know that almost 1000 
children die every day from 
preventable diseases linked to dirty 
water and unsafe toilets? 

 
Chris Stokes writes: “Yes, we now have a lovely new toilet in St. Mary’s church. What better time then, to 
acknowledge those in poorer countries without such a necessity? “Tearfund”, through their partners “Toilet 
Twinning” give us the opportunity to provide a loo for families living in poverty for just £60. We’ll receive a certificate 
to display in our luxury facility, with a photo of our twin and its GPS co-ordinates. If you’d like to join in and contribute 
this Lent, please make your cheque payable to “TOILET TWINNING” and post to Chris Stokes, 6 Frobisher Drive, 
Swynnerton, ST15 0QY. If every recipient of this newsletter contributed just £2, we’d have enough for 3 toilets, but of 
course you might think this cause deserves more!” 
 
 Read all about it at www.toilettwinning.org 

 



Bishop Michael took to Twitter with his Ash Wednesday message this week. In a 
video available on YouTube, he suggested that with very little in the way of 
amusement or entertainment this Lent, there’s “nothing to distract us from the 

presence of the God whose service is joy and life beyond measure”. He pictured Lent as a time to “travel 
with Jesus into the wilderness so that we may share with Him in the joy of His resurrection” 
 

• As the Diocese considers how to respond to changing social and financial circumstances, “Shaping for 
Mission” is in stage 1, “Reviewing the Deanery”. This phase is about noticing and celebrating the good things 
as well as seeing what’s not working and what change is needed. After Easter, there’ll be “Vision Setting” 
and finally, “Action Plans”. If you want to keep up, there’s more on the Lichfield Diocese website or speak to 
Nicky, Doreen and Alex who are involved in local discussions.   
 

• If there is a bit more time this Lent, Bill Gates provides a way to fill it with an analysis of 
some of the problems the world faces and ideas about how to deal with them. No doubt it 
will be a discussion starter. If you decide to read this, please share your thoughts and send 
in a review.   

 
 

 
 
As we approach the anniversary of our first lockdown, we asked members of the congregation to 
reflect on how this year has been for them. Everyone’s experience has been different. If you 
would like to add your thoughts and tell us what the year has meant to you, do email 
chrisandjackie77@btinternet.com 
 
Lynne Williams writes: 
“Here are my (rather sad) thoughts on the last year. 

The thing my family and I wanted most was to visit Dad in his care home. Before lockdown someone visited every 
day. I felt so privileged to see Dad outdoors in August when I was allowed to hold his hand and give him a hug, but by 
then he had deteriorated mentally. My siblings and I have all seen him in the last three weeks. He is behind perspex, 
is deaf and mostly sleeps. All we want is to hold his hand and tell him we love him before he's no longer with us.” 
 
And Denise Snowball says:  Our ladies’ bible study group was going from strength to strength when suddenly 
lockdown came and I had the awful decision of telling our group we would have to close down. I then decided to start 
a weekly newsletter as I didn’t want our group to lose touch. We each took a turn every week to write something 
positive and encouraging about our faith and share scriptures, prayers and a song that meant something to us. We 
found God hadn’t departed from us at all, instead we became closer to him as we suddenly had all the time in the 
world to contemplate what our faith meant to us. We have all learned a lot from our sharing and feel close to one 
another despite hardly seeing each other for nearly a year. We are still writing our newsletters and shall continue 
until we can once again meet in person.” 
 

We’re praying for Doreen Green who had a fall and subsequent hip operation but is improving in  hospital.  
We think of others with continuing health problems and challenges, especially Ray Lewney,  
Richard Wenger, Fr. Paul Chavasse, Wendy Jackson and Paul Bell, Dot Sergeant, Elaine Dulson, 
Pat Lawrence, Carol and Martyn Turner, Pat Barley, Geoff and Linda Foster, Margaret Farr,  
George Edwards, Nick & Jonquil Goacher, Margaret Mc.Knight, Maddie,  Jessica, Margaret Reid     
and Karen Glasgow.  
We thank God for answered prayers and for Kay Bickerton’s continuing good progress.  

 
 
   
 
 

• This week Julie Lewney has prepared the prayers for our service. 

 
 



WORSHIP FOR FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

Welcome and introduction: 
 This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
We have come together as the family of God in our 
Father’s presence to offer him praise and 
thanksgiving, to hear and receive his holy word, to 
bring before him the needs of the world, to ask his 
forgiveness of our sins, and to seek his grace, that 
through his Son Jesus Christ we may give ourselves 
to his service. 
 
 Confession:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will 
forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. 
 
Jesus says, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
close at hand.” So, let us turn away from our sin and 
turn to Christ, confessing our sins in penitence and 
faith.  
Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have done 
evil in your sight. We are sorry and repent. Have 
mercy on us according to your love. Wash away our 
wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. Renew a 
right spirit within us and restore us to the joy of your 
salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from our sins, 
and restore us in his image, to the praise and glory of 
his name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Statement of Faith:  I believe in God, the Father 
Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
From there he shall come again to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
Collect:  Heavenly Father, 
your Son battled with the powers of darkness, 
and grew closer to you in the desert: 
help us to use these days to grow in wisdom and 
prayer, that we may witness to your saving love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Heavenly Father as we begin our journey through Lent 
make us mindful of others, caring for them above 
ourselves.  Give us your heart for the lonely, the lost 
and the out-cast.  Help us to remember that while we 
may choose to fast, there are many in the world who 
are always hungry and thirsty.  We pray that we can 
play our part to heal the inequity in your perfect 
world.  Creator God, we pray for all in authority that 
they may never be tempted to abuse or misuse their 
power.  Help and guide them to show wisdom and 
resolve in the search for reconciliation and peace and 
so bring peace to every corner of the world. 
Lord in your mercy – Hear our prayer 
 
Loving God, during these times of uncertainty, we 
thank you for the technology which enables us to 
meet together as a church family.  Help us to be your 
hands and reach out to those who are not able to 
access this technology.  We thank you for the many 
people working to produce vaccines, for the 
vaccinators, the volunteers and the statistics which 
show the spread of the virus to be slowing.  We pray 
for that continued reduction in loss of life. 
Lord in your mercy – Hear our prayer 
 
Father God, we pray for our family, friends and 
neighbours.  Give courage to those who are struggling 
with their faith.  May we always offer gentle support 
to those in trouble, sensitive encouragement to those 
in need and strength and support to those in 
weakness.   
 
We pray for those who are ill, lonely or in difficult or 
abusive relationships.  We pray especially for those 
who have lost loved ones.  Merciful God, our hearts 
ache when we hear about the pain and suffering that 
some of our loved ones have to endure.  Give comfort 
to all who are suffering Lord and help them to feel 
your loving arms wrapped around them.  In a few 
moments of silence, we think of those named on our 
service sheets and those who are known personally to 
us. 
Lord in your mercy – Hear our prayer 
 
Everlasting God, may we show and share our love and 
trust for you wholeheartedly, today, as we go back 
out into the world and through every day of our 
Christian journey. 
 
Merciful father: accept these prayers for the sake of 
your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer. 
 
GRACE 
 



Where Do We Find Hope?        (Genesis 9:8-17, 1 Peter 3:18-end, Mark 1:9-15) 
 
What things come to mind for you in this pandemic now in its second year?  
 
For me it includes the optimism and resilience of Sir Captain Tom Moore, and his 
message of hope that ‘tomorrow will be a good day’.  
We continue to see the fragility of life in the face of COVID 19 here and around the 
world. There is the determination to keep going despite exhaustion and death, and the 
incredible science that has given us vaccines so quickly. The pandemic is affecting all of 
us, including for many fear, as jobs and valuable education are lost, and there continues 
to be uncertainty of what the future might hold.  
Yet not everyone seems to be on the same side. Often the news gives us examples of the 
selfishness of those intent on breaking the law, putting themselves and others at risk, or 
the bitter ongoing battles between governments of who gets the vaccines and when.  
 

Whatever comes to mind for you, there is one over riding symbol, that 
we will all have seen. A sign of trust in and thanks for our NHS and all 
key workers, based on their skill and commitment - the rainbow. A sign 
too of our promise to play our part. We hope things will get better, we 
hope we will come out the other side, we hope that we can return not 
to normal life, but to a new life, changed for the better by the 
pandemic.  
Where does that hope come from?  
 
The morning after the UK reached the heart-breaking total of 100,000 
deaths for any reason within 28 days of a positive COVID test, BBC 
Breakfast asked the question, ‘where do we find hope in this 
pandemic?’ 
They interviewed the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby. His answer to the question, where do we find hope? 
Was ‘I find my hope in Jesus Christ’. He went on to say, ‘Death does not have the final word, God has the final word. 
God is with us in the anger and the pain’.  
 
‘I find my hope in Jesus Christ.’ 
On this first Sunday in Lent, our readings show us that we can all have that same enduring, concrete, certain hope.  
God knows us as we are, God knows that there is suffering, injustice, and evil in this world. Our solution if asked, 
might often be, why doesn’t God just wipe out those things that are wrong? The pandemic, violence, selfishness… 
but that doesn’t solve the problem. Not one of us is perfect, including me. So where would God draw the line?  
 
The reading today from Genesis 9 begins to point us to a very different solution. Genesis tells of God’s promise for all 
generations to come. God said to Noah that all life will never be destroyed again -  
‘I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant (the promise) between me and the earth.’  
The stunning beauty seen in the rainbow is a reminder of God’s promise not to destroy all life; something God would 
have to do to wipe out all that is wrong in this world. But God’s promises don’t end there. God promises to save us. 
  
 
In possibly the most well-known verses in the Bible, John Chapter 3: 16-17, we read  
 ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him’.  
God doesn’t abandon us to battle on in our own strength, fearful of the future, fearful in the present.  
We are offered life that not even death itself can take away. We can’t buy eternal life; we can’t work for it; we can’t 
inherit it as we would a family heirloom. Only God can give us life, saving us through Jesus Christ.  
As Jesus’ disciple Peter wrote in his first letter, that we’ve read today, 1 Peter 3:21 reads,  
‘We are saved by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.’  
Christ, a young man in his thirties, went through horrific suffering, to save us, bearing all that is wrong in our lives, 
bearing the sins of the world. Christ died on the cross for you and for me. Christ was buried and on the third day was 
raised to life by the Holy Spirit. The tomb is empty.  
 



God is not distant, leaving us to get on with life having promised not to destroy us. In our reading from Mark’s 
Gospel, Chapter 1, God the Father declared that Christ is the Son of God. 
 ‘And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” ‘ 
Led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness for 40 days, Christ overcame the temptations of Satan. On his return he 
begins his adult ministry announcing the good news to the people – 
 ‘The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!’ 
Jesus Christ is as alive today, as he was that first Easter following his resurrection. He conquered sin and all its 
consequences including death and destroyed the power of Satan. Christ smashed through all that separates us from 
God and each other.  
‘The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!’ 
God is with us and offers us the gift of living life in the presence of God, knowing the love, power and hope found in 
Christ. ‘The kingdom of God has come near.’ 
 
Knowing that God is close to us, how do we respond?  
Christ calls us to ‘Repent and believe the good news!’ 
Repent, to turn away from living life our way, and turn to Christ. And to believe – to believe in Him, trust Him in 
every part of your life, receive all He longs to give you.  
Find hope in the face of suffering and death, faith to see God at work in you and the world and know the love your 
heavenly Father has for you, his precious child.  
During this pandemic, with a long way still to go, it may feel that it is too much to face the reality of your need of 
God and do something about it. Even if that something, turning to Christ and trusting in Him, will give you true and 
lasting hope. Yet in this season of Lent, knowing all is not OK, take the opportunity to stop, be open and honest with 
God. Turn to Christ and know the forgiveness of God. Take the opportunity thorough Lent to read or listen to the 
Gospel of Mark, either for the first time, or having done so many times before. Turn to God and believe in Him.  
Be embraced by the God who loves you in this life, as well as the life to come, find hope in Jesus Christ, that today, 
as well as tomorrow - despite suffering, fear and uncertainty - will be a good day.  
 
Gracious God, 
as we remember before you the thousands who have died, 
surround us and all who mourn with your strong compassion.             
Be gentle with us in our grief, 
protect us from despair,  
and give us grace to persevere and face the future 
with hope in Jesus Christ our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Message from Ven. Sue Weller, Archdeacon of Lichfield.   
 


