
 
Parish of St. Mary’s Swynnerton & St. James’ Cotes Heath 

Sunday Feb. 14th 2021 (Sunday next before Lent) 
Contacts: Church Warden Ray Lewney: 01785 760366 

Ministry Team: Nicky Beasley,01782 856656, Doreen English, 01782 796426, 
Alex Baines, 07462 616426 June Steed, 01782 643183, Chris Stokes, 01782 796610 

Children and Families’ Worker: Anna Hawkins, 07725 124583 
Newsletter: chrisandjackie77@btinternet.com 

 

Our Benefice Worship this week will be led by Paul Graetz. Do join us on Zoom at 10.00. this Sunday. Use the link 
below and log in from 9.50.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82172796502?pwd=dm9PandVL1l6YTgzOFFTQzQ1L0NqQT09 
 

 

“Next week, Ash Wednesday (17th February) marks the beginning of Lent”, 
writes the Bishop of Lichfield.  
 “That season of grace both invites us to walk more closely with our God and 
also prepares us to celebrate the joy of the resurrection. In this year’s 
circumstances of restriction and separation, I believe that there are new 
opportunities for prayer and reflection, and a new hunger for hope and joy …. 
“Ash Wednesday will necessarily be kept at home by most of us this year, as 
the great majority of churches in the diocese are currently closed for public 
worship. In fact, this annual reminder of our mortality and of our need to seek 
out the mercy of God is well adapted to domestic observance…. 

The cathedral will be livestreaming its worship at 12.30 and 19.30 on Ash Wednesday and will incorporate the 
Imposition of Ashes into the service. Go to www.lichfield-cathedral.org and click on the Together in Worship 
button. 
 

• Whilst the cathedral is closed, you might enjoy a 3D virtual tour. Built between 1200 and 1330, our present 
cathedral stands where people have worshipped for 1300 years. Look around the empty cathedral and learn 
more about its architecture and treasures by logging on to the website above.  

 
 
Everyone is invited to join this year's zoom Lent Course, which will start on 
 Sunday February 21st at 3pm on the zoom link above.  
The course is for the 6 weeks of Lent and will be led by the ministry team.  
Further details are attached to this newsletter email. 
We look forward to seeing you on February 21st.   
Any queries about the course, please contact Nesta, williamsnesta@yahoo.co.uk 
 or 01782 796520 or any of the ministry team whose details are at the top of this newsletter. 

www.churchofengland.org/livelent 
 
 
 
 

In case it has slipped your mind, on Sunday it’s Valentine’s Day. The Church of England 
commemorates St. Valentine who was a third century clergyman, ministering to persecuted 
Christians in the Roman empire. 
Legends abound: he may secretly have performed Christian weddings; some say he cut 
hearts from parchment to remind men of their vows; and there’s a story that on the day of 
his execution, he sent to the daughter of his jailer a note signed 
 “From your Valentine”.  
He was martyred and later became associated with the tradition of “Courtly love”.  
Relics of his body are venerated in a Carmelite church in Dublin where couples about to be 
married will pray at his shrine and ask for a blessing on their wedding rings. 
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“Do not let your heart be troubled”. The reading chosen for Margaret Bailey’s 
funeral on Tuesday provided a comforting reassurance as friends and family 
gathered in person and via “Zoom” to say goodbye to someone very special. 
Margaret’s cousin Barry and her friend Margaret Thompstone, remembered her 
zest for life, her sociable nature and the many activities she enjoyed, from 
gardening and flower arranging to musical theatre, a caravan in Anglesey, coach 
holidays, looking after animals, a bit of retail therapy and any chance to dress up 
and celebrate.  
Family members as far afield as Canada, Devon and Yorkshire were able to join 
in the celebration of a life which encompassed early years in Alsager and Crewe, work as a Nursery nurse, 
marriage to Malcolm and homes in Swynnerton, Mill Meece and Eccleshall as well as spells caring for older 
relatives. Tribute was paid to Margaret’s church life and the contributions she made to the family at St. 
Mary’s:  arranging flowers, collecting for Christian Aid, organising raffles, working with Pat Barley on 
 “The Bathroom Stall”, a founder member of “HeBrews” and generally helping and supporting.  
Nicky Beasley led the service and Noreen Russell preached; many thanks to the technical team who made 
it possible for so many to share in this very moving farewell to Margaret, whose “sunny smile and cheery 
disposition” brightened everyone’s day.    
 

   *************************************************** 
 

PCC News from this week’s meeting:  

• The “Benefice Profile” is now complete and 
ready to present to the diocese. Once approved, it 
will be used as the basis for advertising the vacancy 
and we shall move a step closer to a new Rector.  

• The church will remain closed until 28th March 
with the option to open should transmission rates fall 
dramatically.   

• Anna continues to maintain contact with 
members of the Toddler group and Messy Church. 

She distributes activity packs and PCC members have asked her to send a “Real Easter Egg” from 
the church to each child.  

• Bug Hotels have arrived in the churchyard and are to be placed appropriately. The gardening team 
hopes to experiment with wildflower areas later in the year. 

• The Annual Church Meeting will be by Zoom at 7pm on April 20th.  
 

• The PCC would like to thank everyone for their generous support for our recent Gift Day.  With 
Gift Aid added, donations exceeded £2,500.00.  Along with help from the Diocese this has 
enabled us to balance the books this year.  Thank you all so much, your generosity is really 
appreciated. 
Val Adams.  Treasurer. 
 

 

We’re praying for Doreen Green who had a fall and subsequent hip operation. Her family report 
that she’s been able to sit up in bed and eat and drink small amounts. Please continue to pray for them 

all and for Karen, her good friend and neighbour. 
We think of others with health problems and challenges, especially Ray and Julie Lewney, 

Richard Wenger, Fr. Paul Chavasse, Wendy Jackson and Paul Bell, Dot Sergeant, Elaine Dulson, 
Pat Lawrence, Carol and Martyn Turner, Pat Barley, Geoff and Linda Foster, Margaret Farr,  

Kay Bickerton, George Edwards, Nick & Jonquil Goacher, Margaret Mc.Knight, Maddie,  Jessica, 
Margaret Reid and Karen Glasgow. 

 



WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY  
Introduction: Praise God! 
For the Lord our God the almighty reigns! 
Let us rejoice and be glad and give him the glory. 
 
God shows his love for us, in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.  
Let us then show our love for him by confessing our 
sins in penitence and faith.  
 
Confession: Come, let us return to the Lord and say: 
Lord our God, in our sin we have avoided your call. 
Our love for you is like a morning cloud, like the dew 
that goes away early. Have mercy on us; deliver us 
from judgement; bind up our wounds and revive us; 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
May the God of love bring us back to himself, forgive 
us our sins, and assure us of his eternal love in Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Creed: We believe in God the Father, from whom 
every family in heaven and on earth is named. We 
believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts 
through faith, and fills us with his love. We believe in 
God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power 
from on high. We believe in one God; Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Collect: Almighty Father, whose Son was revealed in 
majesty before he suffered death upon the cross: 
give us grace to perceive his glory, that we may be 
strengthened to suffer with him and be changed into 
his likeness, from glory to glory; who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
 
Lord Jesus, St. Mark tells us how three disciples saw 
that everything about you was more beautiful than 
they could ever have imagined. Your church is the 
bearer of your good news and your beauty. Holy God, 
help us to see where you are at work today and to 
share your love and beauty with all the world.  
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                    
We pray for the world and especially for all those 
involved in the challenge of defeating the 
coronvirus. We celebrate the beauty and diversity of 
your creation, and we are truly sorry for driving 
animals to extinction and for our wastefulness of food 
and minerals. Move us to protect the beauty of the 
Earth for future generations to enjoy. 
Lord, in your mercy 
 
Hear our prayer 
Loving God, we pray for musicians, artists and 
performers. We are grateful for the technology that 
allows their talents to be shared during lockdown. 
Holy God, you give us gifts with which to praise you 
and to bring your beauty to others, may we worship 
you with all that we are and draw others into your 
light. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 
Lord Jesus, help us to remember to support the 
foodbank, Sanctus and Christian Aid in their work with 
deprived people here and in the rest of the world. 
Help us to be a friend in need, wherever that need 
may be. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 
 
Surround with your presence dear Lord those who are 
ill at this time. 
In a moment of quiet we pray for people whose 
names are in this week’s Newsletter and for others, 
known to us. 
 
Lord Jesus, you calm our fears and hold us in eternal 
love. May the touch of friends and carers, nurses or 
doctors be your embrace. 
Amen 
 
 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 

 

             Prayers written by  

        Frank Mugglestone.  



Jesus is different; he makes things different 

Transfiguration Sunday; Racial Justice Sunday; Valentine’s Day. 
Simon Foster’s Sermon for 14 March 2021 

2 Corinthians 4.3-6 

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god 

of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light 

of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim 

ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For 

it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’, who has shone in our hearts to give 

the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Mark 9.2-9 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain 

apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, 

such as no one* on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who 

were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make 

three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ He did not know what to say, for 

they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, ‘This 

is my Son, the Beloved;* listen to him!’ Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with 

them anymore, but only Jesus. 

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had 

seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
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“Be our living word O God, Father Son and Holy Spirit. Amen”. 

I want to invite you to stand with me in front of a picture. It is a picture that speaks of the two 

themes of this day – the transfiguration – and racial justice Sunday. 

It is a picture that I bought in my early twenties, and it has hung on my wall ever since. I was not 

then a Christian: it would be another fifteen years until I was baptised. But I knew even then that 

the man at the centre of this picture was important to me.  

It is a profound, but joyful picture; a picture of Jesus gathered with his followers. Here is God’s 

kingdom; and looking at it, you, and I, are standing on the edge, seeing it from a doorway, 

perhaps.  

 

You are right to be thinking that this is a picture of the last supper. But it is more than that: the 

painter has brought the essence of the transfiguration into the picture, as much, even, as the last 

supper. The transfiguration, the story we just heard from Mark’s gospel, is the point where the 

disciples suddenly see for sure that they are dealing with someone who is different. 

 

In this picture, as in the transfiguration, Jesus seems transformed in front of his close friends and 

disciples: he is different; the light of heaven – we call it glory – pours onto Jesus, clothes and all. I 

love how the artist has taken Jesus’ clothes, ‘dazzling white, such as no-one on earth could bleach 

them’ and chosen to make them an extraordinary, vivid red. I wonder why? 

 

We see that Jesus’ attention is on the things of heaven, even while his feet rest on earth. He is 

connected to God, confident to marshal God’s kingdom in this world. Even the room where we see 

him feels as if it is becoming God’s kingdom, because he is in charge of it.  

Jesus is different, the picture seems to say; and he makes things different.  

 

And I think that’s why I chose it to be – it turned out - my lifelong companion of faith: so that I 

could wonder, daily, at how he is different, and how he makes things different.  

But I think I chose it because this picture held another truth, too, although I didn’t fully understand 

that at the time. For it reminds us that Jesus’ world was totally different from ours. Like Jesus’ 

community, the people in this picture live in a culture untouched by Western life; their clothes, 

home, furniture, and musical instruments are different from what I see in my home.  

 

Why was that important to me? After a childhood growing up in a small village on the north edge 

of Lichfield diocese, a place where everyone was white, I was starting adult life in Birmingham. And 

in Birmingham, I met people of colour from many heritages: beautiful, gentle, hopeful people, 

some with clear Christian vocations and all so obviously made in the image of God. In getting to 

know them, attending to them, and learning their stories, I discovered that every one of them had 

to navigate life with the baggage of racism loaded on their back. I heard, too, the way white 

people sometimes spoke to, or about, them. And I wondered where the kingdom of God was in 

that. This poster represented my instincts that the kingdom of God would never be fully present in 

England until this nation had repaired those broken relationships. 

 

Many British churches mark 14th February as Racial Justice Sunday. We mark this because we are 

Christians in a country - and even sometimes a church - which has spent centuries decimating the 

cultures and bodies of many nations and races. It is a shocking history, one which most of us who 

are able to would rather turn away from. But it is one that lives on, and it can mark the everyday 

lives of people of colour today. The woman in the hijab who was barked at outside my house. The 



young black pastor who thought maybe he would be wise to carry a knife when he walked to his 

pastoral visits. And the black kid who came round to my house and thought this couldn’t possibly 

be Jesus, because she’d never seen Jesus look like her. 

 

That baggage is real, and it counts. It distorts the world and our relationships and even ourselves. 

It is a burden first and foremost on the people who happen to have black or brown skin, but it 

fractures us all; our relationships and ourselves.  

 

Let us return to the picture. 

I wonder how it speaks to you in this moment? You stand at the edge of this room, looking in. 

Jesus is raising this great bowl – bread? Or wine? We don’t know – to heaven. God’s kingdom is 

here; and we stand on the edge of it. We know from the gospels that we are invited to enter the 

kingdom. What would you feel, if you stood on the threshold of this particular room? 

I don’t know what that would make you aware of, but it is at this point I am aware of my own 

whiteness. White, black, it shouldn’t matter, but it does - because of history.  

Should I enter? Would I be welcome? What would the other people here make of me if I did? 

Would they see me, or would they see the history of my people represented by my skin colour? 

Would they want me to enter, or wish that I would go away and leave them in peace? 

Of course, what makes the difference is Jesus. He invites me; and if I knock, he will allow me to 

enter: ‘for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened’1. 

 

But I think too that Jesus will expect me to acknowledge those he has already gathered; those 

whose spirit may be even more battered by this world than mine is. Reconciliation in the kingdom 

of God will not be to blithely settle together free from the past. There will be recognition, and 

naming of the burdens. God’s kingdom will be peace, not a truce. The burdens, fears and pains of 

the heart will be lifted through attention to each other’s stories and not ignoring them. It will be a 

place of love, not merely tolerance.  

I wonder how you picture God’s kingdom? And I wonder what questions you think Jesus would ask 

you, as he invited you to enter? What work would he ask you to do so that the kingdom with you 

in it, would remain a place of peace. Without Jesus, it would be challenging work indeed; but this 

picture reminds us that Jesus is at the centre of God’s kingdom, making that work possible, 

hopeful, desirable, and worthwhile.  

This is my picture of faith. I have stood on the edge of this room for 30 years. I hope, in standing 

there with me today, you find the space to ask your own questions about justice, about Jesus, and 

about God’s kingdom in your life. Amen.  

 

Image:  
JESUS MAFA. The Lord's Supper, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt 
Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.  
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=48272  
[retrieved February 3, 2021].  
Original source: http://www.librairie-emmanuel.fr  
(contact page: https://www.librairie-emmanuel.fr/contact). 

 

 

 
1 Matthew 7.8 

 


