
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Yr B Epiphany 4  
 
Sunday 2nd February,2021 : The Presentation of Christ in the Temple 
(Candlemas) 
 

Collect 
Almighty and ever-living God, 
clothed in majesty, 
whose beloved Son was this day presented in the Temple, 
in substance of our flesh: 
grant that we may be presented to you 
with pure and clean hearts, 
by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 
Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna, 
who lived to welcome the Messiah: 
may we, who have received these gifts beyond words, 
prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes 
to bring us to eternal life; 
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

Readings 

Malachi 3. 1-5 

3 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of 
the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of 
hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 
when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner 
and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine 
them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in 
righteousness.[a] 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be 
pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 

5 Then I will draw near to you for judgement; I will be swift to bear witness 
against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear 
falsely, against those who oppress the hired workers in their wages, the 
widow, and the orphan, against those who thrust aside the alien, and do 
not fear me, says the LORD of hosts. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Psalm 24 

 
1 The earth is the LORD’s and all that is in it, 
    the world, and those who live in it; 
2 for he has founded it on the seas, 
    and established it on the rivers. 
3 Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? 

    And who shall stand in his holy place? 
4 Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, 
    who do not lift up their souls to what is false, 
    and do not swear deceitfully. 
5 They will receive blessing from the LORD, 
    and vindication from the God of their salvation. 
6 Such is the company of those who seek him, 
    who seek the face of the God of Jacob.[a]Selah 
7 Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors! 

    that the King of glory may come in. 
8 Who is the King of glory? 

    The LORD, strong and mighty, 
    the LORD, mighty in battle. 
9 Lift up your heads, O gates! 

    and be lifted up, O ancient doors! 

    that the King of glory may come in. 
10 Who is this King of glory? 

    The LORD of hosts, 
    he is the King of glory.Selah 

Hebrews 2. 14- end 

 
14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise 
shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one 
who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and free those who all 
their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 16 For it is clear that he 
did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore 
he had to become like his brothers and sisters[a] in every respect, so that 
he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to 
make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he 
himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are 
being tested. 

 

Luke 2. 22- 40 

22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, 
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is 
written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as 
holy to the Lord’), 24 and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated 
in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon;[a] this man 
was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and 
the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
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Messiah.[b] 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon[c] came into the temple; and 
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was 
customary under the law, 28 Simeon[d] took him in his arms and praised 
God, saying, 

29 ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant[e] in peace, 
    according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31     which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
    and for glory to your people Israel.’ 

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said 
about him. 34 Then Simeon[f] blessed them and said to his mother Mary, 
‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to 
be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be 
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’36 There was also a 
prophet, Anna[g] the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of 
a great age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her 
marriage, 37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the 
temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At 
that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the 
child[h] to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew and 
became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him 

Sermon  
During this and previous lockdowns I have read novels, partly as a respite 
from the news, which has been particularly dreadful this week. We will 
come back to that. Apart from the story, I enjoy the way in which a good 
novel is put together. The reader is introduced to seemingly disparate 
characters who during the course of the book meet up and whose stories 
are then woven together. And because it is a novel, by the end of the book 
at least some of the issues had been worked through.  
 The gospel reading this morning was written in rather a different 
style. Of the five characters in the gospel reading, two appear from 
nowhere and then disappear - neither Simeon or Anna is ever mentioned 
again in the bible. And to say that we are short on biographical details 
would be an understatement. So there is no sense of a character being 
introduced and then developed.  

But Luke wasn’t writing a novel in which all the loose ends are tied 
up by the end. He was trying to tell the true story of the coming of 
Almighty God to earth as a baby, who lived among us for about 33 years 
and then died and rose again. That is the aim of the story, not getting an 
award for beautiful writing. And although Anna and Simeon seem to come 
from nowhere, their presence in the gospel story is both important and 
deliberate. 
 We know that both Anna and Simeon were faithful worshippers in 
the temple, who longed for the coming of the Messiah. Both were aware 
of God working in their lives. Anna is described as a prophet. That is an 
important title. And Simeon lived his life with an awareness of God such 
that he was prompted by the Holy Spirit to go into the temple that day. 
Somehow, God revealed to both Anna and Simeon that this tiny baby, this 
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boy who was six weeks old, was the Messiah.  
 There must have been young couples bringing their first child to the 
temple if not every day of the week then certainly very regularly. And this 
couple didn’t stand out particularly from any others. They certainly 
weren’t rich - we know that because they offered doves or pigeons rather 
than the lamb which was offered by anyone who could afford it. Yet 
Simeon takes this parents baby in his arms and knows, just knows, that this 
is the Messiah. So great is his conviction of that fact that he says to God 
that his whole life has now been fulfilled and he doesn’t mind if he dies. 
Words which have been said and sung down the centuries since and are 
often known by their first two words in Latin - the Nunc Dimittis. Anyone 
who is familiar with the words of evensong will know them. 
  And the words of the Nunc Dimittis are amazing, a celebration of 
the revelation of God to both Israel and the wider world. They are 
remarkable because of course Jesus had not done anything much at that 
point except sleep, feed and all the other things tiny babies do. And he 
certainly had quite literally said nothing. He had probably just about learnt 
to smile at those he recognised.  

Yet Simeon recognised him for who he was and Anna’s reaction 
was to immediately proclaim Jesus’ significance to the worshippers in the 
temple. Anna and Simeon are important because they were some of the 
first people to recognise the uniqueness of Jesus. And Luke has 
deliberately included both of them to underline the fact that the gospel is 
available to both men and women. That is something that we of course 
would take for granted, but 2000 years ago it would not have been so 
obvious to everyone.  
 There are people today, who in amongst the years of faithful 

service do catch extraordinary glimpses of God, like those given to Simeon 
and Anna, and we should always be grateful for such experiences. 
However that isn’t the experience of most of us. But there is one 
experience that comes to us all whether we like it or not - getting older.  

In this gospel reading we have the ultimate in all-age worship. One 
baby, two parents, one of which was probably a teenager, and two who 
were well on in years. In today’s church, in our enthusiasm to welcome 
young families we must not overlook the wisdom of those who are much 
older. It was precisely because they had worshipped God for years that 
Simeon and Anna were able to discern what he was saying - they had 
become familiar with His ways over time. 
 There feels to me to be an important and Godly co-incidence in the 
reading of this gospel reading today and the dreadful milestone that has 
been passed this week. This is the one gospel that I can think of which 
celebrates the contribution of older people in so obvious a manner each 
year. Each one of the over one hundred thousand people who have died of 
Covid 19 is mourned by relatives and by friends. Each one is known by 
God, and God knows too exactly how long they would have lived for if the 
pandemic hadn’t intervened.  
 Although all ages have been affected we know that the elderly have 
been hardest hit. So there are families who no longer have the wisdom of 
the elderly to draw on and youngsters who are missing parents. 
grandparents and great grandparents.  
We know too that those who are poorer have worse health outcomes then 
those who are better off. So it makes us think when we realise that Anna 
and Simeon in their wisdom and holiness saw past the modest clothing and 
the modest offering of Mary and Joseph – for surely this couple would 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

have offered a lamb if they could have afforded to.  
Some of those risking their own health as paramedics, nurses, 

doctors, cleaners etc in our NHS are quite young, just as Mary was. We 
really don’t know how old Joseph was so he can symbolise for us all those 
who are neither particularly young or old, both those who are working 
away as key workers, and those who have sadly died.  

Where is the hope in this situation? Within the Nunc Dimittis are 
the words ‘my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in 
the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for 
the glory of your people Israel’.’ As Christians we both know salvation now 
and wait for its fuller expression when we die. And that fundementally 
shifts how we view what we are living through. 

I started off speaking about novels and I am finishing with a quote 
from a novel. This is from The Last Battle, the seventh and final Narnia 
story by C.S.Lewis.  

 
Only when they had reached the very top did they slow up; that 

was because they found themselves facing great golden gates. And for a 
moment none of them was bold enough to try if the gates would open. 
They all felt just as they had about the fruit – ‘Dare we? Is it right? Can it 
be meant for us?’  But while they were standing thus a great horn, 
wonderfully loud and sweet, blew from somewhere inside that walled 
garden and the gates swung open. 

 
That’s one mans vision of what heaven might be like. Whatever it is 

like, the salvation that Simeon and Anna pointed to so long ago gives us 
great hope at this difficult time. Amen. 

Words of Hymns/Songs for Sunday January 31st – partly chosen by 
Cowfold 
 
Opening Hymn 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name. 

Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness: 
high on his heart he will bear it for thee, 
comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness, 
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 

 
Gradual Hymn. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, You have come to us, 
You are one with us, Mary’s son; 
Cleansing our souls from all their sin, 
Pouring Your love and goodness in, 
Jesus, our love for You we sing; 
Living Lord. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, I would come to You, 
Live my life for You, Son of God; 
 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

All Your commands I know are true, 
Your many gifts will make me new, 
Into my life Your power breaks through; 
Living Lord. 
 
 Offertory  Hymn 
 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here; 
Come bow before Him now, with reverence and fear; 
In Him no sin was found, we stand on hallowed ground; 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here. 
 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around, 
He burns with Holy fire, with splendour He is crowned; 
How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of light, 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord is shining all around. 
 
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place, 
He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister His grace; 
No work too hard for Him, in faith receive from Him, 
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Final Hymn 
 
Lord, the light of your love is shining, 
In the midst of the darkness, shining; 
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us, 
Set us free by the truth You now bring us. 
Shine on me, shine on me. 
 
Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory, 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy, 
Send forth Your word, Lord, and let there be light! 
 
As we gaze on Your kingly brightness, 
So our faces display Your likeness, 
Ever changing from glory to glory, 
Mirrored here, may our lives tell Your story. 
 
Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory, 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy, 
Send forth Your word, Lord, and let there be light! 
 
 


