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Welcome to our worship today as we celebrate the feast of Candlemas - recalling 

the occasion when Jesus was brought to the temple by his parents and presented 

to God. 

 

Our gathering song (written by Stephen Ball and Jon Wilkes) 

 

Sing to our Father, creator and King 

Who sent His son Jesus to suffer and bring us 

Into His family oh magnify Him 

Sing, sing, sing, sing, sing to the Lord of love 

 

Alleluia, alleluia 

Alleluia, alleluia 

 

Sing to our Brother who of Himself poured 

His life out to people to see them restored 

Sing to our Healer and sing to our Lord 

Sing, sing, sing, sing, sing to the Lord of life 

 

Sing to the Spirit, O let us all hear 

And know that He frees us from sin and from fear 

To love one another, to serve and to care 

Sing, sing, sing, sing, sing to the Lord of peace 

 

 

 

Dear people of God, forty days ago we celebrated the joyful feast of the 

incarnation of Jesus. Today we recall the day on which he was presented in the 

temple, fulfilling the law of Moses. Led by the Spirit, Simeon and Anna came to the 

temple, recognized the child as the Christ, and proclaimed him with joy. United by 

the same Spirit, we now come to worship, to recognise Jesus the Light of the world. 

We proclaim him with joy and we come to ask the Holy Spirit to help us to be light 

in the world to the Father’s glory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

We are in the light, the love and the glory of the Lord, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

The Paschal candle has been lit to remind us 

that Jesus Christ is the light of all the peoples of the world. Christ is our light 

Illumine and guide us. 

 

The candle of hope is lit to remind us that Jesus Christ scatters the darkness in our 

world. 

Christ is our light 

Illumine and guide us. 

 

The candle of love is lit to remind us that Jesus 

Christ is the light that shows us the way to the Father. Christ is our light 

Illumine and guide us. 

 

The candle of truth is lit to remind us that Jesus Christ is the light that leads us to 

eternal life. Christ is our light 

Illumine and guide us. 

 

The candle of wonder is lit to remind us that the Good News is Jesus Christ the light 

of the world is with us now. Christ is our light 

Illumine and guide us 

 

 

 

Song (written by written by Graham Kendrick) 

 

Lord the light of your love is shining 

In the midst of the darkness shining 

Jesus light of the world shine upon us 

Set us free by the truth you now bring us 

Shine on me, shine on me 

 

Shine Jesus shine, fill this land with the father's glory 

Blaze spirit blaze, set our hearts on fire  

Flow river flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy 

Send forth your word, Lord and let there be light!  

 

Lord, I come to your awesome presence 

From the shadows into your radiance 

By the blood I may enter your brightness 

Search me, try me, consume all my darkness 

Shine on me, shine on me 

 

As we gaze on your kingly brightness 

So our faces display your likeness 

Ever changing from glory to glory 

Mirrored here may our lives tell your story 

Shine on me, shine on me 



 

 

             

Our scripture reading this week is written in the gospel according to Luke, chapter 

2 verses 22-40 

 

Jesus Is Presented in the Temple 

 

22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 

brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law 

of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), 24 and 

they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair 

of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ 

 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 

righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 

Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 

not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, 

Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to 

do for him what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and 

praised God, saying, 

29  

‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

    according to your word; 

30  

for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

31  

    which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

32  

a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

    and for glory to your people Israel.’ 

 

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 

him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is 

destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 

opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will 

pierce your own soul too.’ 

 

36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 

She was of a great age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her 

marriage, 37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple 

but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At that moment 

she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were 

looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

 

The Return to Nazareth 

 

39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they 

returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became 

strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him. 

 



 

 

Let us pray 

 

Almighty and ever-living God, 

clothed in majesty, 

whose beloved Son was this day presented in the Temple, in substance of our flesh: 

grant that we may be presented to you 

with pure and clean hearts, 

by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

May all our lights together become one flame that warms the world to Christ. 

 

Blessed are you Lord our God for you have called us out of darkness to share in 

your light. The bright light of Christ scatters the darkness from within and is a lantern 

to our path. Bless these lights that we light in our homes, in the name of the Father, 

The Son and the Holy Spirit: that they may remind us of your presence and of your 

saving love revealed through 

Jesus Christ out to others in our homes and lives. 

Christ is our light 

Illumine and guide us 

 

Our Father who art in heaven..... 

 

Song (We will magnify written by Philip Lawson Johnston) 

 

O Lord our God how majestic is Your Name 

The earth is filled with Your glory 

O Lord our God You are robed in majesty 

You've set Your glory above the heavens 

 

We will magnify, we will magnify 

The Lord enthroned in Zion 

We will magnify, we will magnify 

The Lord enthroned in Zion 

 

 

O Lord our God, You have established a throne 

You reign in righteousness and splendour 

O Lord our God the skies are ringing with Your praise 

Soon those on earth will come to worship 

 

O Lord our God the world was made at Your command 

In You all things now hold together 

Now to Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 

Be praise and glory and power for ever 



 

 

Blessing 

 

The Lord Jesus give light to our eyes,  

Give light to our minds, 

Give light to our hearts, 

Give light to our whole lives, 

That we may witness to him, 

Today and forever. 

 And the blessing 

of God Almighty, 

the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit 

be upon us and those we love and care for and renew each of us with his love 

today and for evermore. Amen. 

 

 

Song (He will hold me fast  written by Ada R. Habershon, Matt Merker) 

 

When I fear my faith will fail 

Christ will hold me fast 

When the tempter would prevail 

He will hold me fast 

I could never keep my hold 

Through life’s fearful path 

For my love is often cold 

He must hold me fast 

 

He will hold me fast 

He will hold me fast 

For my Saviour loves me so 

He will hold me fast 

 

Those He saves are His delight 

Christ will hold me fast 

Precious in His holy sight 

He will hold me fast 

He’ll not let my soul be lost 

His promises shall last 

Bought by Him at such a cost 

He will hold me fast 

 

For my life He bled and died 

Christ will hold me fast 

Justice has been satisfied 

He will hold me fast 

Raised with Him to endless life 

He will hold me fast 

Till our faith is turned to sight 

When he comes at last 
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