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Editorial  
Last month’s article about Brook Cottage and the return of the painting brought feedback from several 
people who enjoyed the story but also commented on the kindness and generosity of the people who had 
acquired it and researched the provenance, then sought out the current owners of the property.  See further 
interesting history of Brook Cottage and the Bibles of the parish of Middleton Scriven in this month’s 
magazine. 

When writing this on Burns’ Night, 25th January, it reminds us of the celebration of a Scottish tradition which 
brings people together with a sense of community inviting all to join in culminating in the singing of ‘Auld 
Lang Syne’. With the current situation of Covid-19 and lockdown celebratory meals with family and friends 
are inhibited, but we can keep in touch through many and various ways, letters, telephones, media, Zoom 
etc. We should use life and health well while we have it and use it for kindness and goodness while we are 
privileged to have them. 

The month of February is known for the emphasis on ‘love’ and this month we are starting a new article 
which will be part of the Wheatland News ‘Saint of the Month’ which, of course, is St Valentine. In the 
absence of hugs and kisses use your imagination to let the people you love and cherish know that you are 
there for them. 

At the Rev Terry Mason’s request, Bishop Richard has written a thinkpiece letter about the future of the 
rural church, which affects all of us.  You’ll find it on page 8.  Terry’s panel on page 9 contains items that 
are very likely to be of interest to the wider WN readership. 

Best wishes – Ed. 

 

March edition deadline!  
Please would you send all contributions for the February 2021 edition of WN to your contact, as 
below, no later than Monday 25th January 2021.  

 

Brown Clee and Ditton Priors 
Jutta Langham, 01746-712551 
rll.langham@btinternet.com 

Aston Botterell, Cleobury North & Burwarton, and Wheathill 
& Loughton 

Alison Greenan, 01746-787032 
greenan6qx@btinternet.com 

Chetton 
Pam Downing 
pamdowning61@gmail.com 

Highley 
Rev Mike Harris 
Highleyrector@gmail.com 

Glazeley & Deuxhill 
Marion Corfield or Rev David Poyner 
marion.corfield@talktalk.net 
D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk 

Billingsley 
Rev David Poyner 
D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk 

Stottesdon Benefice – Farlow, Sidbury, Middleton Scriven, 
Cleeton St Mary, and Silvington 

Chris Tibbits 

Chris@stottystores.co.uk 

 

mailto:marion.corfield@talktalk.net
mailto:D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk
mailto:D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk
mailto:Chris@stottystores.co.uk
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Diocese of Hereford 
 

 

 

February message from the 

Bishop of Hereford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The great Spanish saint, Teresa of Avila, was both witty and wise. On being thrown out of a carriage into 
the mud during a long journey, she records her conversation with God beginning, “If this is how you treat 
your friends, it is no surprise you have so few!” Some of her thinking is surprisingly contemporary and 
relevant. She once said that most problems in leadership stem from a lack of self-knowledge. Recent 
events in America certainly bear this out. 

As we continue through this second lock-down, a more mindful understanding of what is going on inside us 
could be a great help in fostering good relationships. Current circumstances put us all under a great deal of 
stress. If we’re unaware of what is really going on inside us, that stress can emerge in unhelpful and 
relationship destroying ways. Even within the church, I have encountered people who are delightful and 
caring in normal circumstances, but when under stress can erupt in explosive anger. The strength of that 
has surprised even themselves, never mind the bruised recipient of the outburst.  

Voices from the past, even voices long since dead, can still echo in our present experience. The child who 
was never good enough for their parents, can get into the habit of justifying their existence through driven 
activity. The child who was only praised for good performance can feel hugely threatened if they don’t meet 
their own standards. I think that was what was going on in the anger I spoke of earlier. But these habitual 
patterns of coping and doing life are ultimately destructive. 

This month, we begin the journey of Lent. Traditionally this is a period of spiritual examination. It may be 
that lockdown affords the opportunity for greater self-scrutiny this year. Perhaps a meditation on the words 
God spoke over Jesus at his baptism could kick us off. “This is my child, the beloved, in him I am well 
pleased”. As people ‘in Christ’ these are words God speaks over us as well. These are words to counter the 
narrative of inadequacy, or being valued only for what we can achieve. They are words that affirm God’s 
unconditional love. They are words that transform and renew. May we hear those words rather than the 
unhelpful ones this Lent. 

 

+Richard 
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If you want to find out why Bishop Richard recorded his February message 
in his greenhouse, and is waving a pack of onion seeds, then listen to his 
Week 44 video message – it’s a completely different script from this letter, 
and it is so refreshing to see and hear the real person! 

 

Bishop Richard and other members of the Hereford team, continue to give weekly video messages – 
find the latest on the home page of the Hereford Diocese website.   

Transcripts of each of message, together with many other items, are on the Diocese Talking Points 
page.  The videos, and much more, are also on the Hereford Diocese Channel on YouTube . 

 

 

 

Ride and Stride Update 
From David Hardham 

I do appreciate that everyone has suffered during 2020 and some 
have been bereaved, which is sad in normal times but made 
much worse when a pandemic causes extreme social distancing 
and loneliness.  The Christmas message of Jesus Christ bringing 
Glad Tidings of Great Joy is still relevant.  It may well be that now, 
more than ever, we are reflecting on the power and timelessness 
of that message for our earth and all creation. 

We at Ride+Stride are incredibly grateful for all the support you 
have given in the past and we are looking forward to 2021 with 
enthusiastic anticipation.  It was somewhat curtailed last year but 
you still raised over £16,000, for the Shropshire Churches Historic 
Trust, which is amazing when all things are considered 

I have just been asked to join ‘the team’.  I am taking over from 
Roger and Angela Hughes as the Shropshire County Organiser 
for the Ride+Stride event that happens on the second Saturday of every September.   Angela & Roger will 
be a very hard act to follow, but, God willing, I will do my best.  

But I am not alone – and, in this sentence, I am not referring to The Almighty, but to all the help that all of 
you have given in previous years.  “Enthusiasm is the great hill-climber”, and I love climbing hills! 

Best wishes for 2021.   

David Hardham  

(Ratlinghope) 

Email: dhardham@yahoo.co.uk 

 

https://www.hereford.anglican.org/
https://www.hereford.anglican.org/news/category/talking-points/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLTSgnOA5pKtIURxxXBLTiw
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VALENTINE - Saint of the Month for February 
 

By Mark Daborn 
 

If there’s one Saint’s day that most people will know, it’s got to be St Valentine, really. So this seems a 
good starting-point for a new project for Wheatland News: a Saint of the Month slot. February is something 
of a dry month for Saints – only five major festivals, as compared with January’s ten. But here is Valentine, 
about whom we all know – or do we? 

Valentine has become what you might call a commercial Saint these days. But if that means he’s carrying 
the very word ‘Saint’ into lives that otherwise might not come across it, that’s actually good news; there’s 
also some interesting history going on in his story, and that’s got to be good news as well! 

Valentine was a Christian priest in Rome in the third century, during the reign of the emperor Claudius. At 
this time, Roman soldiers were forbidden from marriage, in the belief that wives and families would make 
them less effective soldiers. Valentine, however, maintained that marriage was a part of God’s plan for men 
and women. He therefore conducted secret marriages, for which he was first imprisoned and then executed 
by beheading. 

He was canonised by Pope Gelasius some two hundred years later – 
although there’s some confusion as to which of several recorded 
Valentines he intended thus to honour! The date set for the festival was 
14th February because that was the supposed date of his martyrdom, but 
it’s a date with other associations as well. It came at the time of the Roman 
festival of Lupercalia, in honour of the god of fertility. It seems likely, 
therefore, that the Christian Church of the time was carrying out a familiar 
practice – adopting an existing celebration, and Christianising it to help 
pagans convert to the faith, but keep their familiar festivals – the same is 
the case with Christmas.  

February 14th is also held by some to be the first day of Spring. Can you 
believe that? Possibly this is also of Mediterranean origin! This being the 
case, it’s regarded as the day when birds choose their mates. There is 
apparently (so I found on a website!) a tradition that the first bird a girl sees 
on Valentine’s Day indicates the kind of man she will marry. A dove is a 
good man; a crossbill is an argumentative man (!); a goldfinch is a rich 
man; a bluebird is a happy man; a blackbird is a priest. You have been 
warned! 

Two more minor items, little known, to finish with. Parson Woodforde, in the 
eighteenth century, used to distribute coins to all the children in his village 
in Norfolk on Valentine’s Day. And Valentine himself, on the night before he 
was executed, is said to have written to his jailer’s daughter, with whom he 
had fallen in love. He signed the note ‘From your Valentine.’ 

As we think of his story, let us hold in prayer all those in our armed forces, 
medical services, police and emergency services who have families sharing 
their strains and pressures and needing to be strong in their absences. 

It is said that St Valentine’s 
remains were exhumed from 
his burial place in Rome, and 

brought to Dublin in 1836. 

This is his shrine in Whitefriar 
Street Church, Dublin 
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The United Benefice of Brown Clee 
 

Rector: Revd Terry Mason 
The Vicarage, Ditton Priors, Shropshire, WV16 6SQ  
Telephone 01746-712636 

St John the Baptist, Ditton Priors, and Holy Trinity, Wheathill & 
Loughton 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Carole Smith: 01746-712474 
Mark Smith: 01746-712394 

St Michael & All Angels, Aston 
Botterell 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Anne Preece: 01746-787237 

St Giles, Chetton 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Sheila Millington: 01746-789443 
June Preece: 01746-789211 

SS Peter & Paul, Cleobury North 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Mike Bradbury: 01746-787676 
Jane Bufton: 01746-787298 

All Saints, Neenton 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Bobbie Jarvis: 01746-787093 
Sue Hale: 01746-787650 

Brown Clee Group News 
Please see the Rev Terry’s panel on page 9, which is relevant to everyone in the Brown Clee 
Benefice. 

Download your Wheatland News from HERE! 

 

Ditton Priors News 

St John the Baptist 100 Club results for January 
• £20 – Sophie Lloyd 
• £10 Graham Russell 
• £5 each  David Munn, Richard May, J&S Ballard. 

 

Aston Botterell, Burwarton, and Wheathill & Loughton News 
WN has received no specific news items this month, but all our contributors send best wishes to all WN 
readers for the forthcoming year. 

 

Cleobury North News 
We are pleased to see the reopening of the Village Stores and wish Doug, Karen and Julia a speedy 
recovery.  This valuable asset has been sorely missed during the past weeks and we thank them for their 
support to the community and the help they have given to everyone, especially over the last year. 

Cleobury North Village Hall 
CNVH is closed, in light of Government restrictions, until further notice.  Please call 01746-787093 for 
further information. 

 

 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10502/page/65411/view/


 
 

8 

A Future for the Rural Church 

 a letter from Bishop Richard to the Rev Terry Mason 



 
 

9 

Brown Clee Group News - continued 
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Chetton News 
From Pam Downing 

St Giles’s Church and Parish 
Once again we find our Churches closed in order to protect us and avoid contact. We managed to squeeze 
in our Christmas day service before lockdown, thank you to Mike & the choir for giving us some cheer. We 
all have to take extra care, especially as we can hopefully see an end to the Covid crisis through mass 
vaccination. We are so grateful to our NHS and the amazing people who have worked so hard to produce 
the vaccines. Many thanks to all the many key workers, and in our area, a huge thank-you goes to our local 
shopkeepers who keep us provided. 

Our Churchyard is looking very tidy & we saw some beautiful wreaths & flowers over the Christmas period. 
We can now look forward to snowdrops & then daffodils. Thanks to Joe for keeping the grass in order, as 
he has done for many years. 

 

Fundraising 
As you know, our Church relies on kind donations & gifts to keep it running. We usually hold several 
fundraising social events each year to raise money, also to get together to see good friends & neighbours, 
which is so very important.  Since 2019 we have been unable to do any of this sadly.  

If you feel you would like to help you can join our 100 club. It is £10.00 each person for 12 months, this 
gives you a chance to win £15.00 or £10.00 each month. 

Or if you felt that you would like to just give a small donation to our Church or the Churchyard fund, we 
would very much appreciate it. 

 

Chetton St Giles 100 Club winners 

December 

• £15.00 Michael Mottershead 
• £10.00 Linda Phillips 

January 

• £15.00 Grace Downing 
• £10.00 Jill Tofiluk 

 

Chetton Village Hall 
We hope to reopen within government guidelines as soon as possible. Inquiries to Sue on 789239. 

 

A Church Near You 
Don’t forget that the Benefice website has now migrated to its place on A Church Near You, on the Ditton 
Priors Church and Benefice Information Hub page.  All the Brown Clee Benefice churches are clearly linked 
from the Ditton Priors page – ACNY doesn’t provide for ‘Benefice’ pages as such! 

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/search/?lat=52.498265&lon=-2.576398&place=Ditton+Priors%2C+Bridgnorth+WV16+6TL%2C+UK&text=
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/search/?lat=52.498265&lon=-2.576398&place=Ditton+Priors%2C+Bridgnorth+WV16+6TL%2C+UK&text=
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Neenton News 
Bobbie Jarvis writes: 

All Saints Church 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions the church will remain closed until further notice (see note on page 9 from 
Revd Terry Mason). 

 

All Saints Tote 
Here are the results of the draw for the last 6 months – congratulations to the winners.  This is the only 
income the church is receiving at the moment so why not join in and have a chance of winning? Contact 
Sue Hale or Bobbie Jarvis for details.  

Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan 
Suzanne Millington 

Melvyn 
Stackhouse 

Paul Moreton 
Barbara Moreton 

Rachel Munday 
Eileen Preece 

Gerald Cartwright 
Freddie Banks 

Sarah 
Mottershead 
Paul Moreton 

Margaret Moreton 
Malcolm Wain 

 

Snow 
It was a great surprise to see the snow during the last few days of January, however it came at a time when 
most people took advantage of getting some exercise either by building snowmen or taking their dogs out 
to enjoy the excitement.  Isn’t it strange that the season and  weather which bring us the most difficulties in 
our daily lives also seem to be the most beautiful.  Why is that? 

 

Valentine’s day 14th February 
A day to remember someone who is close, if only in thoughts.  A quick phone call or message will help to 
keep a positive approach to every day in lockdown. 

 

 

The Pheasant at Neenton. 
 

 

 

Thank you to all our customers for your understanding 
during this time of uncertainty.  We are planning to start 
Take-Aways over the Valentine weekend, so to discuss 
times and your requirements please email  
info@pheasantatneenton.co.uk or telephone 01746 
787955. 

 

[The staff have been busy!! – Ed] 

mailto:info@pheasantatneenton.couk
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If we didn’t already live 
near the Brown Clee, then 

surely these pictures 
contributed by John Pickup 

would make us want to visit 
– when permitted, of 

course!   

Thank you John 
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Severn Valley Group of Parishes 

Rector: Revd Mike Harris 
The Rectory, Highley,  
Day off – THURSDAY 

Revd David Poyner, Curate 
Tel 01562 68638 (home) or 0121 204 3997 (work); 
email D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk 

 

St Mary, Billingsley 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Vacant 

St Peter, Chelmarsh 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Derek Arnold: 07956-844854 

St Bartholomew, Glazeley 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Vacant 

 

Services in February 
The Rev Mike Harris writes 

It is highly unlikely that there will be any services in our churches until March, but we’ll keep looking at how 
things are changing and will inform accordingly. 

 7th February – Highley – Val & Keith – HC 

 14th February – Chelmarsh – David P and Angie 

 18th February – Ash Wednesday reflection and preparation for Lent – MH / DP 

 21st February – Glazeley – HC – Rose and Mike 

 28th February – Highley – Mark and Amy 

Mike 

Rector, Severn Valley Benefice 
01746 862837 
 

Billingsley News 
The Rev David Poyner writes: 

There will be no services in Billingsley church for January or February due to the current Coronavirus 
emergency, but the church and churchyard remains open for visitors. If you go into the church, please 
observe the precautions listed on the door, especially sanitising your hands on entry. If you are clinically 
vulnerable we recommend that you do not go into the building itself. 

 

The 100 Club continues to raise money for the church and also distribute cash prizes to the lucky winners. 
This month, Ellen McConnell volunteered to do the draw and the £100 prize money was shared between D. 
Maher, D. Marsh and J. Dutton; congratulations to them and thanks to all who are supporting us in this. You 
can join the 100 Club by downloading an application form from our website, http://www.stmarys-
billingsley.org.uk/friendsofbillingsley100club/  

 
David Poyner, assistant curate, Severn Valley Benefice. 
Tel 01562 68638; email D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk   
Follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/BillingsleyChurch/  or our websites, http://www.stmarys-
billingsley.org.uk , and https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10415/  

mailto:D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk
http://www.stmarys-billingsley.org.uk/friendsofbillingsley100club/
http://www.stmarys-billingsley.org.uk/friendsofbillingsley100club/
mailto:D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk
https://www.facebook.com/BillingsleyChurch/
http://www.stmarys-billingsley.org.uk/
http://www.stmarys-billingsley.org.uk/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10415/
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Chelmarsh News 
Eleanor Haddon writes: 

Happy New Year everyone! 
The 2020 Christmas season was very different, as numbers allowed to gather indoors were still limited, so 
services had to be curtailed or cancelled. The Crib service could not happen, and we couldn’t have a Carol 
Service with no singing! However, we did hold a short open air carol singing in the Glebe, with carols 
played over the car CD to lead the singing, and the enthusiasm with which people responded made it an 
enjoyable experience. Thanks to everyone who helped in any way, even the simplest things need input of 
time and resources and we are very grateful for your help. 

We also had a moving Midnight Service on Christmas Eve, although with a smaller congregation than usual 
to comply with Covid rules, but which brought home the wonder of Christ’s birth to us all. 

 

Lent 
We prepare for the season of Lent by using up all the luxurious items in our larders on Shrove Tuesday, hence 
pancakes. 

Ash Wednesday 17th February marks the start of Lent 
Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent. There will be a service of Holy Communion with ashing.  Social 
distancing and masks in place please! 

In view of the new Lockdown, Clergy and Churchwardens have decided reluctantly that there will be 
no services in January or February.  Please check with your Churchwardens nearer the time. 

 

From the Register 
20th January 2021.  Graveside ceremony followed by interment: William John (Bill) Ward.  Our sincere 
condolences go to his family at this sad time.  

 

Chelmarsh 100 club 
100 club numbers and names drawn on 20th December: 

• £100  no.24  Linda Jones 
• £  50  no.59   John Williams 
• £  25  no.34   Mike Draper 
• £  25  no.41   Tony Jones 
• £  25   no.67  Sue Lander 

 

Chelmarsh Friends 
A notice will be posted on Chelmarsh Parish Hall Website with details of the date Friends will resume, 
hopefully in 2021. 

Chelmarsh Walking for Health 
Chelmarsh Walking for Health meets every Monday from the Village Hall at 10am.  A notice will be posted 
on Chelmarsh parish Hall website when lockdown/tier restrictions are lifted.  For details contact Eleanor 
Haddon on 01746 862884 
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Glazeley with Deuxhill News 
 

The Rev David Poyner writes: 
There will be no services in Glazeley church for January or February due to the current Coronavirus 
emergency, but the churchyard remains open for visitors who wish to contemplate... The Church of God in 
Glazeley of course does not depend on a building; we continue to offer prayer and worship from our own 
homes and our clergy can still be contacted.  

 

David Poyner, assistant curate, Severn Valley Benefice. 

Tel 01562 68638; email D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk  Follow us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/BillingsleyChurch/  or our websites, http://www.stmarys-billingsley.org.uk , and 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10415/  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk
https://www.facebook.com/BillingsleyChurch/
http://www.stmarys-billingsley.org.uk/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10415/
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The Stottesdon Group of Parishes 

Rector: Revd Mark Daborn 
The Rectory, Stottesdon, Shropshire, DY14 8UE  
Telephone 01746-718127.  Email mark.daborn@hotmail.co.uk 
Day off – FRIDAY 

February Message 
 

‘Heaviness may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning’ 
Psalm 30:5   

The picture on the front cover – if there is such a thing for a virtual magazine – speaks to me of 
where are now. The dark, snow-filled clouds blowing gradually away and the bright blue of clear 
sky beginning to appear. At the time of writing, we are warned that vigilance is more important 
than ever, that avoiding gatherings and travelling is vital to get us through to the point when 
inoculations start kicking in and giving us some of our liberty back. 

The first event in the Church calendar for February mirrors this: it is Candlemas, when we recall 
the visit of Mary and Joseph to the Temple in Jerusalem to make the sacrifice required by the Law 
for the birth of the first-born child. There they meet old Simeon who speaks of promise for Jesus, 
and calls him ‘A light to lighten the Gentiles.’ Light is hope, and so we begin the month with hope. 

Then, halfway through the month, we begin Lent. Lent is a time of thoughtfulness when we take a 
long careful look at ourselves and our lifestyles, and spend a bit of time in prayerful preparation for 
Easter. Taking a long, careful look at our human lifestyle seems a good way to spend this Lent; 
the change of heart in the United States is a good start to that process. Joe Biden’s immediate 
return of his country to the table of discussions about climate change is another of those moments 
of clouds clearing away – literally so. I keep thinking of that news report early in the coronavirus 
pandemic when China was under lockdown, and satellite pictures could see the cities for the first 
time because the smog was gone. 

In a way, the path we have been treading over the last year has been this pattern of light and hope 
on the one hand, alternating with sombre introspection on the other. It may be an appalling 
thought that February should be a sort of micro-glimpse of the year, bearing in mind what 
February is usually like; but if we go into Lent halfway through the month, it is in the knowledge 
that it will be followed by Easter, when we celebrate the gift of New Life. 

 

Heaviness may, indeed, endure for the night; but joy cometh in the morning.  

 

Mark Daborn 

mailto:mark.daborn@hotmail.co.uk
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Stottesdon Benefice Group News 

St Mary, Stottesdon 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Clare Tibbits: 01746-718007 

St Giles, Farlow 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Joan Evans (01746-718619) 
Nigel Savage-Bailey (07989-308599) 

Holy Trinity, Sidbury 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Andrew Sierkowski 
Sarah Crook 

St Mary, Cleeton St Mary 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Sue Dolphin: 01584 890583 
Gill Jordan: 01584 891082 

St John, Middleton Scriven 
CHURCHWARDEN 
vacant – so for now your contact is 
Rev Mark Daborn (01746-718127) 

St Michael, Silvington 
CHURCHWARDENS 
George Millichamp: 01584-891030 
Annette Metcalfe: 01584 890161 

 

The Rev Mark Daborn writes: 

Churches in February 
I have twice set down a rota of church services for the month in this publication, and twice they have been 
cancelled after the first Sunday as we have gone into a new lockdown. So this month I am going to do 
things the other way round.  

At the time of writing, it is impossible to tell how things will be next month or the month after – but we know 
that things will only change gradually. So for the moment we cannot say when the churches will be open 
again for regular worship. But services will continue to be recorded that you can pick up where and when 
may be convenient for you, either on the Stottesdon Benefice website, on the Stottesdon Benefice 
Facebook page, or on YouTube, which you can find on this link: Stottesdon Benefice – YouTube. 

 

 

My message during the times when churches have been closed is this:  

God is not waiting for us to come back to the churches; he is with us out here, 
whenever and wherever we may worship, offer prayer or be still in his presence. 

 

 

From the Stottesdon Benefice Registers 

There are no new entries to report in this edition. 

 

 

The deadline for the March 2021 edition (Stottesdon Benefice and Parishes) is to get copy to Chris by 
first thing Monday 22nd February  Thanks! 

If you, or someone you know, is in need of prayer or a visit or Communion at home or 
elsewhere, then please contact Mark direct, or ask your churchwardens to help you to 

arrange this. 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10471/benefice/
https://en-gb.facebook.com/pages/category/Religious-Organization/Stottesdon-Benefice-780588545476755/
https://en-gb.facebook.com/pages/category/Religious-Organization/Stottesdon-Benefice-780588545476755/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGgHa2CCJs8k9gfRwzkYrtg
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Lectionary for February 2021 

 

 

Silvington News 
Annette Metcalfe writes: 

 

Having put away the Crib after Epiphany - and removing the straw (relieved that a church mouse hadn’t 
made a nest in it!), I thought about collecting up the battery tea lights; a rather poor substitute for the real 
thing. 

In some churches, the tradition is to leave the Christmas candles in situ for Candlemas. I did a reality 
check: there would be no-one coming into church ... and February is a very damp month for batteries. The 
tea lights went back in the box. 

It was then that I remembered a little chorus that was a favourite at Sunday School when I was a girl. This 
was sung frequently, but always after listening to the Bible story of Simeon holding up the infant Jesus and 
calling Him, “A Light for revelation to the Gentiles.” I can still see in my mind’s eye, the beautiful picture on 
the stamp that was then handed out to be stuck onto my attendance card. 

I’m sure that a lot of us remember these words: 

  “Jesus bids us shine, with a pure clear light, 
   Like a little candle, burning in the night, 
   In this world of darkness, so we must shine 
   You in your small corner... and I in mine.” 
 
I had a little hum to myself! 

[so did I, Annette]  

 

100 Club – congratulations to our winners for the final draw of 2020 
Sonia Thomas, Michael Hatfield, Andrew Millichamp, Laura Wallis, Wilf Millichamp, Chris Lewis 

Thank you to all who have participated. Your contributions to church funds are much appreciated! 

 

Sunday 7th Sunday 14th Sunday 21st Sunday 28th 

2nd before Lent Sunday before Lent First of Lent Second of Lent 
Green Green Purple Purple 

Proverbs 8:1;22-31 

Psalm 104:26-end 

Colossians 1:15-20 

John 1:1-14 

II Kings 2:1-12 

Psalm 50: 1-6  

Corinthians 4:3-6 

Mark 9:2-9 

Genesis 9:8-17 

Psalm 25:1-9 

I Peter 3:18-end 

Genesis 17:1-7; 15-16 

Psalm 22:23-end 

Romans 4:13-end 

Mark 8:31-end 
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Cleeton St Mary News 
 

Gill Jordan writes:  
We’re going to go back to the 100 Club draw at the end of the month, as we always used to, so this month 
there isn’t any news from Cleeton. 

Farlow News 
There is no report for Farlow, Oreton and district this month. 

Sidbury News 
Due to lockdown, there is no report from Sidbury this month. 

 

Middleton Scriven News 
So just as soon as we seem to be in a “news desert” one of our smaller 
parishes has a bumper report! It’s good to know that lockdown appears to be 
stimulating all sorts of creativity........(Stotty Ed) 

Ann Constable writes: 

Lent in our parish  
Our little church is closed, at the time of writing, so do join the online services found on the Stottesdon 
Benefice Facebook page and YouTube. 

Thank you to Mark and Alex for all their outside broadcasts. We look forward to the coming ones in 
February. 

 

Severn Hospice fundraising 
Ann Williamson writes: 

“To everyone who bought Christmas cards and donated to Severn Hospice this year I would like to say a 
great big thank you for your generosity and to let you know that I forwarded £1000.00 to them last week. 
They are extremely grateful to you all and need all the money they can get during these difficult times. 
Hopefully if things return to normal I may be able to hold my coffee morning again next year, so watch this 
space. Many thanks once again for your continued support. Keep safe”  

 
 
 
 

Congratulations Ann - it’s a treat to 
have such good news and what an 

achievement in these strange times.! 
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PAUSE AND PRAY – written by Ann Constable:  
 
“Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength and will soar on wings like eagles” 
[Isaiah 40:9] 
As the frenzy of life in a pandemic whirrs around us, The News is full of harsh reality and sad 
tales, Our strength and positivity is often depleted and reduced to uncomfortably or 
unhealthy low levels. Yet there are, once more, many heroes emerging and many positive 
stories and actions. There are constantly so many people needing our prayers 
As we join across our benefice in prayer, hear us Lord we beseech you. 

Pause and pray for all in the medical professions, emergency services, 
Social Care, charities and local Councils who are working so hard to help and 
heal and keep us safe. 

Pause and pray for scientists, pharmacists and pharmaceutical industry not 
only with the vaccines but all other medications and medical advances to treat 
us in our hours of need. 

Pause and pray for the animals keeping us company and the work of all the 
vets, nurses, animal feed production and animal medicine producers.  

Pause and pray for all involved in feeding this nation. Spare a thought for all 
food growers, packers, transporters, markets, and food shops of all sizes in 
this country. We thank all their staff for their amazing hard work and pray that 
they can stay safe.  
Pause and pray for the work of food banks and all helping feed those 
whose lives have been dramatically changed by the pandemic.  
Keep safe all workers in the food industry spread across the world. Pray for 
crops and harvests as other pandemics and unseasonal weather hits the 
industry. 
Pause and Pray for all our loved ones; our families, our friends, our 
neighbours and all who we hold dear to us. Help us to support them in 
whatever way we can, as we face the ongoing challenges together, never 
alone. 

Pause and pray for our benefice communities. We are stronger together 
and we can support each other in so many different ways  

Help us strengthen our faith in this our time of need. 
Help us strengthen our friendships in this our time of need. 
Pause and pray. 

Amen.  
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Bibles presented to houses! 
Another fascinating insight into Attlee history, from Andy Johnson 

When we bought Brook Cottage in 1985 there was mention in the deeds of a bible which had been 
presented to the house (not to the occupants of the time), and which formed part of the conveyance.  

The house was, prior to our moving there, occupied (from 
around 1901/2) by the Lucas family. The last remaining 
Lucas to live there was the youngest daughter, Hilda, who 
ran a small sweet shop from the front room. The property 
belonged to John Reed of Sidbury Hall and when Hilda 
passed away he put the place on the market and we were 
the buyers. 

One day, shortly after moving in, we were invited to a 
function at Sidbury Hall where Mr Reed took me on one 
side and handed me a bible. It had been removed from 
Brook Cottage when it was offered for sale for safe 
keeping.  

Inside the front cover of the bible, there is an inscription 
which is reproduced here. It explains that the Reverend 
Simmonds Attlee who was the incumbent of the Parish of 
Middleton Scriven had, in his will, directed that a bible 
should be given to every dwelling in the parish to be 
passed on from occupier to occupier. By the time we 
received our copy, there were believed to still be 3 or 4 

similar bibles 
within the 
parish.  

 

It would be very interesting to know how many still survive 
and where they are. 

Inside the bible I also discovered a membership card for the 
Scripture Union - Middleton Scriven Branch. This is also very 
interesting as it is for Mary Lucas who lived at Brook Cottage 
and was the older sister of Hilda. Furthermore, the card is 
signed by the local branch secretary, a Miss K M Attlee, 
whom we know to be the niece of the Reverend Simmonds 
Attlee. 

What is curious is that the membership card was printed in 
1922 - 4 years after the death of the Rector in 1918. So the 
question is 'Why was Kathleen Attlee still living in the Rectory 
4 years into the incumbency of the clergyman who succeeded 
Attlee?' Readers may recall that Miss K M Attlee was the 
artist who painted the picture of Brook Cottage in 1898 which 
featured in a recent copy of the Wheatland News. 
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Some more uplifting 
Middleton Scriven 
landscapes from Ann 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stottesdon Church Parish Notices and News 
Clare Tibbits writes: 

St Mary’s Church 100 Club 
We’ve had a brilliant response to the request for 100 Club membership renewals -thanks so much for your 
continued support!! There are still a few spare numbers available (just £15 each) – so do please get in 
touch if you’d like to join in the fun! 

Congratulations to the winners in our first draw of the new year: 

• Mick and Eunice Evans. Pete & Barbara Johnson, and John & Ann Williamson. 

 

 

 

A grim word of warning from ‘our medics’ (son and daughter-in-
law): 

They work in the NHS “up north” and have been horrified to admit very 
recently-vaccinated people to Intensive Care.  People who ought to 
have known better.  People who seemingly believed that a single shot 
of vaccine cleared them, that very day, of any further pandemic 
restrictions – and they set off to live a Yorkshire ‘life of Riley’.  

Surely that could never happen here in Shropshire? Or could it?? 

Take care, stay safe, keep well out there....... 
 

 

 

 

 

Stottesdon Community Noticeboard 
 

Bridgnorth Food Bank can now accept monetary gifts via Internet Banking 
and this a very easy way of getting your donation direct to those in desperate 
need of our help at this very difficult time. To give online, please use the 
following details –  Bridgnorth Community Trust, sort code 20-85-46,  
account 73700445, and quote ‘Food Bank’ as the reference.  

If you’d like an acknowledgement of your gift, please advise the volunteer 
team that you have sent a donation - by email to: 
khbowley@googlemail.com  
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Useful Community Contacts 
Brown Clee Walkers Meeting Place for walks - Ditton Priors Church. 01746-712662 

Burwarton & District WI Meets in Cleobury North Village Hall.  The 2nd Tuesday of each month at 2.30pm.  Contact 
01746-712466  

Little Explorers Pre-School, Ditton 
Priors Open Monday to Friday 9.00am – 3.00pm. Contact Wendy Lloyd 01746-712506 / 787549 

Burwarton & District Garden Club Meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 8.00 pm.  Contact 01584-823723 for details of 
topic and venue 

Burwarton & District Wives Group Meeting 8pm 1st Wednesday of the month. Contact Debbie Jones 01746-712421or Gill Severn 
01746-712231 

Chelmarsh Crown Green Bowling 
Club Welcomes old and new members. Contact Sue Jackman 01746-862850 

Chelmarsh Indoor Short Mat 
Bowling  

Welcomes old and new members. The sessions are every Tuesday evening from 7.30-10.00pm. 
Further details Sue Jackman 01746-862850 

Chelmarsh Parish Hall Available for hire -  booking@chelmarshparishhall.co.uk 
Chelmarsh Jubilee Club Parish Hall 01746-86525 Jean Davis 

Chelmarsh Walking for Health Monday 10.00am except Bank Holidays.  Parish Hall. Eleanor Haddon 01746-862884. 2 levels of 
walking available 

Chelmarsh Friends Meet every 2nd Wednesday 7.30pm Chelmarsh Parish Hall. Jenny Green 01746-862191 

Cleobury North Village Hall Enquiries to 01746-787093 please 

Tae kwon-do Chelmarsh Parish Hall Tuesday evening.  Suitable for children & Adults. Neil Morris Thursday 
5.45pm. 07969-996055 

Chelmarsh Parent & Toddler 
Group 

Every Tuesday during term time 9.30 – 11.30 Chelmarsh Parish Hall. Contact Pam Baker 07846-
692323 

Chetton & Gazeley WI Meets in Chetton Village Hall on the 2nd Wednesday of the month 7.30pm Sam O’Sullivan 
01746-868225 

Chetton Folk Dance Club Meets Chetton Village Hall, last Wednesday of month except August Tel. Janice Burton 01584-
823802 

Chorley Village Hall Available for Hire (fully equipped kitchen, digital projection equipment and large screen) 
contact Jenny or Charlie on 01746-718437 

Short Mat Bowling  Every Monday & Thursday 2.30 – 4.30pm at Cleeton & Silvington Village Hall, October to end of 
April. Pam 01584-89261 

Cleeton & Silvington V H  Zumba - Thursdays 6.30pm 7.30pm all year Ula 01584-890200 

Fun & Fitness for 50+ Cleobury North Village Hall - low impact fitness programme working the whole body every 
Tuesday 10.00 – 11.15am. Contact 01584-823640 

Ditton Priors Art Group Village Hall Wednesday morning (except Christmas) 9.30 – 12.30pm all welcome Various visual 
art forms eg Water Colour, Oils & Acrylics.  Mrs Denise Davies 01746-712521 

Short Mat Bowling 
Ditton Priors Village Hall Every Tuesday afternoon 2.00 - 4.00pm Wednesday 7.30-10.00pm 
except the second Wednesday in the month when it will be Thursday at 8.00 – 10.00pm. 
Everyone is welcome - try at no charge.  Contact 01746-712157 

Ditton Priors WI Meets in Ditton Priors Village Hall on 2nd Wednesday each month at 7.15pm 01746-712473 

Ditton Priors Local History Group The Local History Centre, next to the Willows Café, opens 12.00-2.00 on Saturdays, and at 
other times by arrangement.   Contact 01746-712850 

Ditton Priors Parent & Toddlers 
Group 

Meet in the Pavilion, Playing Fields, Ditton Priors Thursday 9.30 -11.30 am everyone welcome 
for a coffee and play. 

Ditton Priors Book Club Jenny -01746-712665  

Knowle Sports Club Second hand sales held every first Saturday of the month, 7.30am – 11am proceeds to 
Children’s Football Field 01584-890644 

Stottesdon Gateway Nursery Pre-school, holiday club and wraparound sessions.  An integral part of Stottesdon Primary 
School, Contact 01746-718769 

Stottesdon & District W.I.    Meets in various venues on the 3rd Wednesday in each month details from Helena Hale 01746 
718012 or Clare Tibbits 01746-718007 

Stoke St Milborough Dance Mike 01746-712774 - Betty 01746-77515 
Domestic Abuse Hotline   Telephone Number 08448-044999 
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