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Form 7 Faculty No 0931 
(Rule 7.4) 

FACULTY 

In the Consistory Court of the Diocese of St Albans 

Parish of Cheshunt 

Church of St Clement, Turnford 

Lyndsey de Mestre QC, Chancellor of the Diocese and Official Principal 
of the Right Reverend Alan by Divine Permission Lord Bishop of St 
Albans 

To: 

1. Mr Thomas MacGruer (Churchwarden) 
2. Mrs Gillian Hutchinson (PCC Secretary) 
3. Mrs Shirley Ann Hughes (Churchwarden) 

A petition presented by you has been submitted to the Registry of this Court 
together with designs, plans, photographs or other documents, requesting a 
faculty authorising the works or other proposals specified in the petition. 

A public notice was duly displayed giving an opportunity to all persons 
interested to object and give reasons why a faculty should not be granted. 

The proceedings were unopposed and did not give rise to a question of law or 
of doctrine, ritual or ceremonial or relate to proposals that affect the legal 
rights of any person or body. 

This Court now grants a faculty authorising you to carry out the works or other 
proposals described in the Schedule in accordance with the designs, plans or 
other documents accompanying the petition and subject to the conditions set 
out in the Schedule below. 

The works should be completed within TWELVE MONTHS from the date 
below or such further period as this Court may allow and the certificate of 
completion is to be sent to the Registry within the period allowed. 

A copy of this faculty is to be supplied by you to the architect or surveyor and 
contractor to be employed in respect of the authorised work before any work 
is commenced. 

This faculty is duly authenticated by the seal of this Court. 

Dated 17 March 2020 

Deputy Registrar 



SCHEDULE 

Description of works or proposals 

Phase 1 re-ordering - removal of pews and replacement with Theo chairs by 
Trinity Furniture (fabric colour Ice or Metropolis) and arrangements for 
recording plaques removed from pews. 

Conditions 

1. Where a plaque records the donation of a time-limited gift, the plaque shall 
be photographically recorded and a suitably indexed digital and/or paper 
record retained. 
2. Other plaques shall first be offered back to families, but in the event that 
the families do not want the plaque it may be disposed of. 
3. Pews shall also be offered to families for first refusal, thereafter offered for 
sale (if not first accepted by the relevant family) or otherwise disposed of if not 
sold. 



The background to our change of chairs 

We received a grant from the National Lottery Community Fund of £10k in 
May 2019 for the purchase of chairs, the chairs were chosen and in March 
20 we received the faculty permitting us to purchase the chairs.


The chairs were chosen before lockdown but not ordered before lockdown.

Post COVID the world is a different place and our committee is also different. 
Alan has been researching chairs at my request after he baulked at the price 
of the Theo chairs when I was filling him in on the project. 


I had a conversation with the Archdeacon, I explained the position and I 
particularly said that the decisions that were made pre COVID were made in 
good faith based on the information we had at the time. She said that we are 
not in that position now and as trustees we have a duty to make the best use 
of the money we have, on behalf of the parish. 


When I spoke with Emma at the DAC she explained that the DAC are 
particularly keen for churches to have mix and match chairs. That means we 
should have some chairs with arms, enough comfortable sturdy chairs to sit 
our regular congregation and then a number of matching folding chairs for 
occasional offices and larger hires.


The archdeacon said that we have a responsibility to include arms with 
chairs for people who need the additional support to stand up and sit down, 
that is an important part of being an accessible church.


We have benefited from new information concerning the range of chairs 
suitable for use in Church and have chosen a different supplier and opted for 
‘mix and match’ chairs which is in line with current DAC advice (conversation 
Emma/Revd Helen refers). Cost of chairs now estimated at c. £11.5k v c. 
£20k.




The Revised Proposal for Faculty 0931


Faculty 0931 was granted in March 2020 for phase 1 re-ordering - removal of the 
pews and replacement with Theo chairs by Trinity Furniture and arrangements for 
recording plaques removed from pews.


We are now proposing an amendment to that Faculty as detailed below. The 
events which led to these revised proposals are summarised in appendix 1. 

We propose:


1. To switch suppliers  to Rosehill and purchase mix and match chairs as follows:

1. 80 stacking chairs, all linking with book holders, including 30 with arms. 

(A188 Churchill Ultra Stacking chairs in Cobalt Blue). The quote is included 
as Appendix 2 and a summary of the mix of chairs with photos forms 
appendix 3.


2. To purchase 48 folding chairs with links and a trolley. (2600s in blue, short 
triple trolley) Appendix 2 & 3 refers.


3. To purchase a suitable trolley to move the mix and match chairs. Appendix 
3 refers. 

2. To reposition the altar rail onto the back of the first step leading to the Altar, 
securing it to the pulpit. Photos illustrating the altar rail relative to the sanctuary 
steps/pulpit are included as Appendix 4. 


3. To remove the concrete memorial shelf with the option to replace it with a 
removal wooden one. The shelf is at child head height, its removal is a 
recommendation from our health and safety risk assessment. This was 
included in phase two of our original application. A couple of photos of the 
shelf form Appendix 5.


The change in suppliers and move to mix and match chairs is a result of the re 
evaluation of the project following the arrival of the new Incumbent, the impact of 
COVID and the welcome addition of an experienced project manager and engineer 
onto our PCC sub-committee. 


Appendices 6, 7 & 8 are the proposals presented to the PCC sub-committee 
during the decision making process. They include details of the options researched 
and discussed.




The repositioning of the altar rail was discussed at our PCC sub-committee 
meeting of 18 October, an extract of the minutes form appendix 9.  Moving the rail 
provides several benefits:


1. It provides a natural barrier to the sanctuary, see appendix 4.

2. It will make kneeling and standing up again easier because you will be kneeling 

onto a carpeted raised step.

3. It increases the floor space.

4. It removes an obstacle thus creating a clearer safer exit path from the church

5. It removes the need for a rope barrier or mobile screen to cordon off the 

sanctuary.


The change of chairs was communicated to the PCC at the beginning of October 
and to our congregation during our APCM on 11 October. The sample chair has 
been in church for the last four weeks. The PCC passed a resolution to amend our 
existing faculty on 26 October - minute attached as Appendix 9. 



Q U O TATIO N N O : 14664
22/10/2020
ACC O U NT REF:

J O  PRESC O TTPREPARED BY: 
C4917

Rose hill Furnishings
O ak Gre e n House
St anley Gre e n Busin ess Park
Ch e ad le
CHESHIRE
SK8 6 QL

TEL: 0161 485 1717
EM AIL: sales@ rose hill.co.uk
WEB: w w w .rose hill.co.uk

ALA N PILCHER
ST CLEMENT'S CHURCH
c/o 230 PERRYSFIELD R O A D
CHESHU NT
HERTS
EN8 0TT

Quantity Product Code Product Description Unit Price Total

 80 A188 CHURCHILL ULTRA STACKING CHAIR, BEECH FRA ME, 6194.4077.43
 80 H195 A DVA NTAGE FABRIC: C O BALT 0.000.00
 80 H200 SLIDING B O O KB O X 700.008.75
 80 H301 KEYH OLE LINK 220.002.75
 30 A130 ARMS F O R W O O DEN CHAIR 435.0014.50
 30 H194 KEYH OLE LINK EXTENSIO N BLO CK (30m m) 52.501.75
 48 C524 2600S FA N-BACK STEEL F OLDING CHAIR, GREY FRA ME, 1539.8432.08
 48 C514 INTEGRAL LINK 240.005.00
 1 H115 SH O RT TRIPLE HA NGING TR OLLEY, 408.33408.33

TO OFFICIALLY PLACE YOUR ORDER PLEASE SEND CONFIRMATION IN WRITING TO ROSEHILL BY E-MAIL OR POST. 

11454.38

Goods Total £ 9,790.07

Optional Pre-Payment Discount 2.5% £

Carriage

244.76

£
Linking +£2.75 p/c (no t availab le on armchairs)

0.00

1,909.07H ighland/ Marna Fabric +£3.50 p/c VAT £

Total Balance £

DELIVERY ADDRESS:

.............................................................................* PLEASE A DVISE *
Signature:..................................................................................

Print Name:................................................... Date:..................
.............................................................................
.............................................................................

Contact Telephone:...................................................................
.............................................................................
.............................................................................Mobile Telephone Number:.......................................................
.............................................................................VERY IMPORTANT

Q U O TATIO N N UMBER: 14664 MUST INCLUDE POSTCODE

Th e pre-paym e n t d iscoun t is app licab le if f ull paym e n t is rece ive d w it hin 7 days o f p lacing your ord er. For alt erna t ive paym e n t op t ions p le ase 
con t act a m e m b er o f our sales t e am t o d iscuss.  O rd ers must b e con f irm e d in writ ing (by e mail, post or onlin e).  O rd er sub ject t o acce p t ance fro m 

Rose hill.  Q uo t a t ion valid f or 30 days unless o t h erw ise st a t e d.  Full Cond it ions o f Sale availab le upon re qu est .  



Chairs & trolleys £11,619
Stacking chair
A188 Churchill Ultra Stacking Chair £8,910 inc VAT
80 chairs, 30 with arms, all with links and book holder

Churchill Ultra Stacking Chair, Beech Frame, Advantage 
Fabric - £77.43 each
The Churchill Ultra Stacking church chair really is the 
ultimate model for flexible church use.
Stacking side rails provide strength and support
Extra deep back pad for maximum comfort
Stack 8-10 high
Options include unique Sliding Bookbox

Folding Chair
2600S series, contoured back, padded seat. £2,625.40 inc VAT
48 x 32.08, links £5 each, short triple trolley, holds 54 chairs, 408.00

This 2600S Series Folding Chair is a strong and 
versatile model ideal for multi-use facilities.  The 
chairs can be easily folded, then when required you 
can move and store them on one of the available 
trolleys. The all steel frame which features a cross 
brace for extra strength comes in a medium grey 
finish.
•Padded seat pad for extra comfort
•Contoured fan back for support with hand hole for 
easy handling
•Durable and robust steel frame
•Sold in multiples of 4

A J Products Stacking Chair Trolley, 75kg load £42 inc VAT



Photos showing the altar rail and its position relative to the closest door 

	 	 	 	   Door

	 	 	 	 


The step is wide enough for the rail and for the 
congregation to kneel onto the step.


Altar rail to be repositioned to here 



Concrete memorial Shelf 
(With apologies for the blurred photos - screen shots from moving Zoom 
recording!)


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 To be removed
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SECTION 1 

INTRODUCTION 

This proposal deals only with stage one of the changes to St Clements Church, stage two will 
follow. 

To fill the vacuum for a Community Centre within the Cheshunt area left by the housing 
development on the site of Wallsey Hall. 

There are other venues in Cheshunt, they are the Masonic Halsey Hall and Scouts Hut. 

Halsey Hall by the continue use for Masonic Meeting at varying times during the day becomes 
impracticable for non-masonic meetings. 

The Scout Hut may not be suitable as it is focused on evening meetings for young people, also it 
is set well back from the main thoroughfare. 

The one possibility is St Clements Church  

SECTION 2 

THE PROPOSAL 

To accommodate the need for a multi-function venue in Cheshunt, it is proposed that St Clements 
Church be adapted to fulfil that need. 

At this stage, modification will be focused on the Nave (Ref Drwg 1) 

The pews to be replaced with new portable seating, seating to be selected to be adaptable to 
changes of occasion 

It is recommended that a mix of chairs are provided. A ratio of seventy stacking chairs to fifty 
folding chairs has been used for illustration purposes. 

The recommendation is that some of the carpeting be removed and any floor repairs to be 
undertaken. 
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SECTION 3 

CHAIR RECOMENDATIONS 

Stackable Chairs 

1) The total number of chairs to be seventy. 

2) Ten chairs to have armrests. 

3) The frame to allow stacking of no more than eight high. 

4) The chairs to have interlocking catches attached. 

5) The arm rest to be able to support someone rising out of the chair. 

6) Each chair to be upholstered on both back and seat in blue. 

7) Each chair to have a book rest at the rear of the chair. 

Folding Chairs 

1) Total number of folding to be fifty. 

2) When folder chairs to lay flat. 

3) The seat upholstery to be blue 

4) Each chair to have a method of interlinking. 
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Theo Chairs by Trinity 

Price per Chair for Seventy without extras 

Oak £180 plus £36 vat gives a total £216 per chair 

For seventy £15120 

Beech £160 plus £32 vat gives total £192 per chair 

For seventy £13440 
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Churchill Ultra Chairs by Rosehill 

Price per Chair for Seventy without extras 

Beech £75.39 plus £15.08 vat gives total £90.47 

For seventy £6332.76 

With extras £7420.84 including vat 
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Folding Chairs by Rosewood 

Sold in multiples of 4 

Price £32.08 plus vat  

For 52 including vat £2001.8 
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SECTION 6 
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MODIFICATION AND REPAIRS 

When the pews and organ have been removed, then the following modifications and repairs are to 

be considered. 

1) Remove the carpet in the nave up to the Sanctuary steps. 

2) Inspect and repair any floor damage. 

3) Sand and varnish the floor. 
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Drwg 1
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SECTION 1 

INTRODUCTION 

As in part 1, the objective is the same, that is to make St Clements a multi-functional venue with a 
broad appeal the Cheshunt community in general. 

SECTION 2 

PROPOSAL 

In Part 2 the separating the nave from the Sanctuary is considered; this may be achieved by using 
movable barriers.  

The considerations will include the problems, the costs, recommendations and any modifications 
are examined for an acceptable solution. 

Three types of are considered: - 

1)  Mobile screens. 

2)  Glide Doors room dividers. 

3)  Rope barriers. 

4)  Partitioning of the hall 

Modifications and Repairs 

1. To accommodate the screens, it is recommended that the Altar Rail be repositioned at the 

level of the Sanctuary. 

2. The carpets be removed up to the steps leading to the sanctuary. 

3. Repairs to the floor as required. 

4. Brackets attached to the wall and pulpit to secure the screens. 
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SECTION 3 

SCREEN REQUIREMENTS 

First Option 

Mobile Screens 

1) The screens when opened will be able to conceal the Sanctuary. (Ref Drwg 3) 
2) When not in use the screens need to stored safely and unobtrusive to one side of the nave 

(Ref Drwg 4) 
3) For convenience it is recommended that the screens run at the same level as the nave. 
4) When either opened or closed it is proposed that a method of locking the screens in place, 

possible a chain and padlock when closed and a catch when open. 
5) The surface material and colour of the screens to be decided the committee. 

Considerations 
6) The length of the opening the screens will have to cover is 7.5 metres. From the 

manufacturer’s recommendations, two screens will be needed. Screens are 1800 x 600 mm 
and there is a limit to the length in manufacture, reference to screen quotation. 

7) The stability of the screens will depend on the type of wheel base. There are two, one inline 
wheel at the base of the screen and the other with trolley wheels. (Ref Drwg 1) 

8) The screen with inline wheels cannot be fully opened will be a form concertina wall to 
maintain stability. There will be a loss of length due to the concertina effect. 

9)  The second screen will offer a flat wall when full opened due to trolley wheels 
arrangements.  

Second Option 

Glide Doors. 

There is a restriction on this type of screen, namely it needs both top and bottom rails for stability 
and to operate safely. Due to the height of the ceiling in the church, the top rail will need to be 
support by a cross beam to the front of the Sanctuary; this may not be satisfactory. There is also 
the high cost of this type of room divide; an example impending cost maybe taken from the 
quotation for a partition wall in the adjoining hall; which is £4,404. The hall is approximate 2.3 
metres across, the nave is approximate 7.5 metres across. 

Third Option 

Rope Barrier 

1) This is the simplest to install and store. (Ref Drwg 2) 
2) It is not a physical barrier. 
3) It does not conceal the Sanctuary. 
4) It relies on people’s integrity and discipline to keep to the nave side of the church. 
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Drawing 1 

Mobile Screens 
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Screen Quotations 
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ROPE BARRIERS COSTS 

unit 
price

sub 
total vat

2 sets comprising 2 stands plus I 
rope2 

77.0
0 154.00 30.8

3 extra ropes
14.7

5 44.25 8.85

wall brackets 3.95 7.90 1.58

Totals  206.15 41.23 247.38
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MODERN GLIDE MG200 SLIDING FOLDING PARTITION 
Opening: 3660mm 
Height: 1980mm 
Acoustics: 46dB 
Stacking: Centre folding/single wing 
Panels: 4 x hinged panels & 1 x door closure panel 
Suspension: Floor supported 

MG200 Specification 
Panel finish LP laminate from our stock range - white, light grey, vanilla, maple, oak or beech. 
Other finishes are available but may incur an additional cost. 
Exposed satin anodised aluminium edge profiles 
Aluminium head track painted white 
Main load baring supporting structure by others 

Fixing Detail MG200 
Direct fix to a supporting timber head ( by others ) 
Acoustic baffle by others 
Normal working hours from 7am to 4:30pm, any out of hours works would incur an additional 
cost. 

Payment Terms 
50% deposit with remainder paid on invoice 
Payment terms will be subject to credit status approval 
If multiple walls are quoted then the quotation value is based on all walls being ordered and 
installed together. 
Quotation subject to site survey 

Delivery MG200 
Tracks & Panels 4-5 weeks from agreed drawing 
These delivery time frames are indicative and subject to factory workload 

VAT Element 
£3670 ex VAT (20% VAT @ £734 = £4,404 TOTAL) 
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Drawing 2 

Hall Partition Cost 

Timber 166.93

Plaster board & scrim 51.30

Screws 19.20

Wall fixings 14.18

Adhesive 10.00

Door 22.00

lock 15.95

Total 299.56
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Drawing 3 

Screens Open 
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Drawing 4 

Screens Stored 
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Extract from Minutes of Church Project meeting held on: Sunday 18th October 2020 
Time:  11 45 am, in St Clements Church. 

In Attendance: Pat. E (Zoom, chair), Revd Helen. B, Shirley. H, Gill. H, Alan. P,  

Apologies:  Tom. M  
3.0    Sanctuary  

3.1   Helen provided the background and latest trends in separating and protecting the 
Sanctuary when remodeling church areas. The committee then discussed the proposal 
produced by Alan covering the rope and screen options; the rope option was favoured.  
During the discussion the repositioning of the altar rail (required if mobile screens are 
chosen) was examined. By repositioning the altar rail to the level of the sanctuary a natural 
barrier is created negating the need for any further separation. This has the additional 
benefits of making it easier to kneel and stand back up (you kneel onto a wide step), 
creating more usable hall space and creating a clearer/safer emergency exit path.  
Committee unanimously agreed to recommend moving the altar rail to cordon off the 
sanctuary as our first choice with the provision of red ropes and stands in addition as a 
back up if DAC require it. 
Summary, we will be recommending to the PCC that we cordon off the Sanctuary by re 
positioning the altar rail, seeking a faculty which includes the back up option of moving the 
rail AND having ropes if required by the faculty office. 
Action:  Helen collate the information and present it to the PCC 

Extract from Minutes of PCC meeting held 26 October 7:30pm in Church and on Zoom 

In Attendance: Revd Helen (chair), Gill H (Sec), Shirley H, Tom M, Sharon G, Anna D, Val 
G & Pat E (Zoom) 

Apologies: Monica G 

5 Project 
5.2 The PCC passed the following resolution ‘‘To amend Faculty 0931 for phase 1 re-
ordering, replacing Theo chairs with Churchill Ultra stacking chairs and folding chairs 
2600s, remove the concrete memorial shelves, and to re position the altar rail’

Proposed by Anna Dibbs

Seconded by Shirley Hughes

Carried unanimously 
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Emma Critchley

From: Helen Bryan <vicaratstclements@gmail.com>
Sent: 08 December 2020 11:33
To: Emma Critchley
Subject: Re: Faculty - 062620-0717B - Turnford, St Clement

Dear Emma, 
 
Thank you for this and for our discussion earlier.  
 
It is proposed that the altar rail is cited at the back of the lower Sanctuary step. The central section will remain 
detachable so it can be removed enabling the person distributing to step down if necessary to communicate wheelchair 
users. 
 
It is our intention to make good the floor ourselves when it is safe for us to do so; for this reason an extension beyond 
March would be helpful, thank you for highlighting this. 
 
Thank you for all your help and guidance, 
 
With all good wishes, 
 
 
 
Helen 
Rev’d H Bryan  
Team Vicar 
St Clements, Turnford 
01992 479882 
Usual day off Friday 
 
 

On 26 Nov 2020, at 15:24, Emma Critchley <ecritchley@stalbans.anglican.org> wrote: 
 
Dear Helen, 
  
Not at all. I’m still working through the cases from last week’s DAC meeting. 
  
The draft minute of the discussion about the seating and related proposals at St Clement’s is as follows: 
  
The Committee noted that the parish had obtained a faculty for a first phase of reordering, involving the 
disposal of the existing pews and the introduction of new Theo chairs. The work had not yet been 
implemented and the PCC had recently reviewed the proposal. The PCC still wished to dispose of the 
pews, as part of the project to enable the church to be used for a wider range of suitable activities in 
conjunction with the existing use of the adjacent hall. The parish had now selected a wooden-framed, 
upholstered stacking chair by Rosehill (80 Churchill chairs) which would be sturdy enough for regular 
use and wished also to purchase 30 lighter, stacking and folding chairs and trolley for occasional use. All 
would be in a Cobalt fabric. Once the pews were removed, the ledge below the War Memorial would 
become a hazard, particularly for children, and would be removed. As part of the works the parish also 
wished to reposition the communion rails further east to the sanctuary steps, to provide more space 



2

and better access at the front of the nave. The plan and photos were not quite clear about how the rails 
would be sited in relation to the steps and the Committee noted it would be important to ensure 
wheelchair users could still access the rails. 
The Committee noted that the Phase 2 proposals for screens mentioned in the documentation were not 
yet under consideration, but the Committee would wish to offer some comments on the choice of 
screen when appropriate. 
  
Please can you confirm where exactly the rails will be re-sited in relation to the steps and how 
wheelchair users will be able to access the rails? I will then “issue” the DAC’s formal advice so that the 
case is available to the Registry via the portal and email the Registry to ask if the matter can be 
considered as a variation to the current faculty. WDo you expect to get the work done before the March 
expiry date or will you need an extension of time? 
  
Best wishes, 
Emma 
  
Emma Critchley 
Pastoral and Advisory Secretary 
  
Please note that Diocesan Office staff are currently working mainly at home. 
  
You can make applications for DAC advice leading to a faculty or List B permission via the diocesan on-
line portal at https://portal.stalbans.anglican.org. A step-by-step User Guide is available. There is advice 
and information on the diocesan website (address below) including DAC advice leaflets and grant 
information on the Church Buildings pages. 
  
If you have a query, please e-mail me or phone 01727 818138 within office hours. 
  
For general information and queries, please see the diocesan Covid-19 One-Stop-Shop resources 
at https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/faith/living-gods-love-at-all-times/ and the Church of England 
website: https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-
churches 
  
The St Albans Diocesan Board of Finance.  Company limited by guarantee. 
Company Registration: 145227; Charity Registration (England and Wales): 248887 
Registered Office: Holywell Lodge, 41 Holywell Hill, St Albans, Herts. AL1 1HE 
www.stalbans.anglican.org 
  
From: Helen Bryan <vicaratstclements@gmail.com>  
Sent: 26 November 2020 12:38 
To: Emma Critchley <ecritchley@stalbans.anglican.org> 
Subject: Faculty 
  
Dear Emma, 
  
  
Forgive my ignorance but how do I find out if our faculty was supported/recommended? 
  
Will something appear on the portal or do we get advised by email? 
  
With my best wishes, 
  


