
            St Mary and All Saints,  Dunsfold, 
                    Sunday, January 31, 2021 

 

 ePEWS NEWS 
ANNIVERSARY EDITION 
10am Holy Communion (via Zoom)  

Celebrant: Rev Ian Maslin 
Guest preacher: The Venerable Paul Davies 
(Archdeacon of  Surrey) 

Click on the link below to join our service this 
Sunday.  The link will go live at around 9.45 
am.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2746581498?
pwd=WjlIcHBydjdOOEEzZ2tBVDNyMFBaZz09 
 
Readings and collect for the Presentation of 
Christ in the Temple.. 

OT: Malachi 3: 1-5 
NT: Hebrews 2: 14-end 
GOSPEL: Luke 2: 22-40 

Collect for the Presentation of  Christ in the Temple: 
Almighty and ever-living God, clothed in majesty, whose 
beloved Son was this day presented in the Temple, in 
substance of  our flesh: grant that we may be presented 
to you with pure and clean hearts, by your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

IT’S BEEN A YEAR WITH A DIFFERENCE 
FOR IAN AND SUSIE IN DUNSFOLD 

When Ian and Susie Maslin arrived in Dunsfold on 
February 3 last year nobody could have predicted the 
challenges that would lie ahead during their first year. 

Our church was full for Ian’s licensing as our priest in 
charge and the Winn Hall was packed on March 1 when 
the Rt Reverend Andrew Watson, the Bishop of 
Guildford, visited us for a special Cafe Church (see 
above). To mark St David’s Day, Reverend Ian even 
donned his Welsh tartan kilt in celebration. 

Just three short weeks later the instruction came that 
our church must be shut as part of the first lockdown. 
The best laid plans for the future had to be shelved. 

When lockdown rules were relaxed we did manage to 
garner a bumper turn-out for our Pet Service on The 
Common (see below).  And we also staged an outdoor 
Nativity service with Ian sporting another seasonal 
ensemble.  

And along the way Ian and Susie have done their utmost 
to minister and support the people. Roll on the end of 
lockdown when the proper work can begin without 
handicaps. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2746581498?pwd%3DWjlIcHBydjdOOEEzZ2tBVDNyMFBaZz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw04Dx8RF79rOVPVn4PtJNIV
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2746581498?pwd%3DWjlIcHBydjdOOEEzZ2tBVDNyMFBaZz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw04Dx8RF79rOVPVn4PtJNIV


BISHOP JO’S REFLECTIONS 
ON SIMEON, HER FAVOURITE 
BIBLE CHARACTER, 

The Bishop of Dorking writes…

I wonder who is your favourite character in the Bible? 
And now – well, since you asked! – let me tell you 
about my favourite character. He comes up every 
year at the feast of the Presentation of Christ in the 
Temple. He is Simeon.  

Simeon is like one of those gorgeous old folks who is always 
there for you – perhaps like an honorary grandparent. I was 
lucky enough to grow up with a few such figures in my 
wider family and among neighbours along the road.  

Simeon’s a kindly figure who is wise and prayerful, eyes 
glistening with hopefulness, and who is utterly accepting 
and safe. I wonder if you know anyone like that? I hope 
so.  

Our church communities are functioning at their very best 
when a young couple, who enter green and nervous with a 
brand new baby, are received and befriended and grounded 
and supported by people such as Simeon and Anna. They 
may arrive as strangers but they find themselves joining a 
story, discovering a new horizon and inheriting a family that 
they never leave. 

Arguably Simeon is the first Christian, the first person to 
bear testimony to the person of Christ, the first to declare 
his salvation, at least according to Luke. Yet he remains a 
faithful Jew, he’s not baptised so far as we know. I imagine 
he continues to serve as a verger in the temple, keys 
jangling in his pocket, welcoming visitors, cleaning up after 
them and praying  every moment of the way. He’s described 
as ‘righteous and devout’. 

He’s not a radical like John the Baptist – he’d never move a 
service time or change the liturgy! - he’s more the safe 
keeper of the tradition. 

Certainly he knew the Scriptures – the Hebrew scriptures, 
what we’d now call the Old Testament – because it’s from 
those scriptures that he understood what God had 
promised, the consolation of Israel, the end of exile, the 
arrival of the Messiah. He stands at the junction of time, 
quite literally, as the Old Testament ends and the New 
Testament begins, as BC turns to AD. As the past becomes 
the future. Because he spotted that God’s biggest promises 
had been woven together and brought to birth in this child. 

But not every Jewish person inhabited those promises and 
lived as expectantly as Simeon. You don’t need to be young 
to be one who lives life on the balls of your feet, ready for 
God to break into the routine of every day with the 
promises of eternity. ‘Ready’ in the sense, continually, of 
being ready set to go. Simeon’s life is shaped around the 
conviction that God has promised to transform fate into 
destiny, and that he’ll do that through the Messiah.  

Let me just pause on the story of Simeon and ask how 
you’re doing in living life like that? Not only in lockdown it 
takes a spiritual workout equivalent to Joe Wicks or Madfit 
doing their daily physical workout, so you too are poised on 
the balls of your feet rehearsing the Scriptures and saying 
your prayers so that you live life in expectation of God’s 
actions, righting the wrongs of injustice, healing our 
desperate world, in bringing salvation. The trouble, 

sometimes, when we focus on the discipline of that is that 
the fitness can become an end in itself, even a dirge we 
inflict on others, rather than an opportunity, ensuring our 
focus is on God and whatever God may do. Ready for divine 
fulfilment. 

When Simeon took the child in his arms, he knew his life 
was complete. And Israel’s life was complete. He praises 
God and voices words that echo the prophecy of Isaiah from 
about 500 years previously. Because some parts of Isaiah’s 
prophecy had already come true, most people skipped over 
the parts that had not.  

Ignore those bits, they’re crazy, radical, they don’t fit with 
the world as we know it. But for Simeon the logic works the 
opposite way around: because some parts of Isaiah had 
come true, so we trust God and expect fulfilment of what 
remains and is not yet fulfilled. That includes the servant 
songs, those remarkable sections that speak of a mystery 
figure who, even though he suffers, will bring hope and 
healing, and not just to Israel but far beyond. It’s radical 
because there’s a universal horizon, which is to say that 
Israel’s Messiah will come not just for the consolation of 
Israel but as a light to enlighten all people everywhere.  

At this point the faithful Israelite Simeon might not have 
been heard as so faithful. This doesn’t make for stability. 
He’s not protecting the past. Here’s a dangerous radical, 
saying things that could explode the identity of Israel and 
mess up its carefully re-established systems and structures.  
Don’t ever assume that because a person is old they are a 
stick-in-the-mud: not here!  

For Simeon tradition is the gift that shapes the new 
horizon. With confidence based on the promises of the 
past, his imagination is focused for what God might be 
doing in the future. That is to say, we look backwards, for 
the purpose of being resourced in what to expect going 
forwards. Tradition fuels innovation – they’re not opposites. 
Simeon may be an old man on the outside; but inside we 
discover his heart is young. He’s on his toes, supple and 
ever ready - just waiting for God to act, for change to 
come, for the future to happen. And here it does. 

I wonder if you’ve worked out how to grow old as 
graciously as Simeon… and how you keep your heart 
supple, and young, and expectant: for that moment of 
clarity when you discern your prayers are being 
answered, that God is doing or saying something that 
really matters.  

I wonder – especially to those of you who think of yourself 
as old – if you’re prepared to step out and be the crazy 
radical one who is unafraid of change: harnessing the riches 
of tradition for the sake of informing innovation. And I 
wonder – to those of you who think of yourselves as young – 
you might draw on the wisdom and discernment of the 
older generation to see salvation, to discern how God is at 
work, and not least to ensure you NEVER underestimate the 
power and insight of those who know how to wait on the 
Lord and pray.  

Simeon stands at the junction of Old Testament and New 
Testament, not as the old guard but the doorkeeper to the 
new. Let’s call him a Pioneer Minister who plants a Fresh 
Expression. Even in his fading robes and carpet slippers, he 
demonstrates it is never too late to say ‘Yes’ to adventure, 
and to recognise the God of surprises. To point us to the 
light of the nations, 

What surprise do you long for? A vaccine, yes, and for the 
science to keep ahead of the variants. An honorary 
grandparent, yes, and the safe space where there is 



welcome and wisdom and wonder. Or,  above all, the sight 
of salvation, the concrete fulfilment of every promise of 
God, a new life that is tangible, that you can hold and hold 
out, a life that makes sense of every past life and brings 
hope to every wasting life and brings light to every dark 
corner in every nation.  

Thanks to Simeon we too have eyes that see. And hands 
that hold. And hearts that flex. And hope that perseveres. 
All centred on Christ, who does not grow old. Rather, who 
makes all things new. 

Amen. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR  PRAYERS 

CHURCH: The Guildford Diocese’s Parish Development and 
Evangelism Team, that they may provide effective support 
and resources for parishes and that the Evangelism Team 
will help spread the word of God in this area. 

WORLD: The Episcopal Church of Brazil. 

THE SICK: Amanda and Hugh, Tim Bailey, Michael Burt, 
Sarah Godwin and John Davies, 

              Jan and Mark Knott, William and James Mason, 
Sally Rivett, Sue Simper, Jacky Williams, Alli, Judy 
Bolt, Sue and Dennis Evans, Lorna Thompson, 
Sami Bennewith, Lizzy and Paddy Laverty. 

THE DEPARTED: Reverend Norman Edsall 

THE ARCHBISHOPS’ JOINT LETTER AND 
PRAYER FOR OUR NATION 

This week the Archbishops of Canterbury and York sent 
out a joint open letter calling on the nation to pause, 
reflect and remember the more than 100,000 people 
across the UK who have died after contracting COVID-19 
and to all those who love them. This is the letter 
followed by the prayer they ask us to join with them in 
praying: 

Dear friends, 

As we reach the terrible milestone of 100,000 deaths 
from COVID-19, we invite everyone in our nation to 
pause as we reflect on the enormity of this pandemic. 
100,000 isn’t just an abstract figure. Each number is a 
person: someone we loved and someone who loved us. 
We also believe that each of these people was known to 
God and cherished by God. 

We write to you then in consolation, but also in 
encouragement, and ultimately in the hope of Jesus 
Christ. The God who comes to us in Jesus knew grief 
and suffering himself. On the cross, Jesus shares the 
weight of our sadness. 

We therefore encourage everyone who is feeling scared, 
or lost or isolated to cast their fears on God. We also 
know that poorer communities, minority ethnic 
communities and those living with disabilities have been 
afflicted disproportionately and cry out for the healing of 
these inequalities. During this pandemic, we encourage 
everyone to do all they can to live within the guidelines 
and constraints given by government following the 
advice of the Chief Medical Officer and Chief Scientific 
Adviser. We show our commitment, care and love for 
one another by ensuring we do everything we can to 
stop the virus spreading. 

None of this is easy. Very many of us are experiencing 
isolation, loneliness, anxiety and despondency like 
never before. Many people have lost their livelihoods.  

ABOVE: Most Revd Archbishops of Canterbury and York 

Our economy struggles. Also, the necessary restrictions 
we live with have also prevented us from being  
alongside loved ones as they died, or even at their 
graveside. All grief profoundly affects us, but this 
pandemic grief is so hard. 

Therefore, we need to support each other. We do this by 
following the guidelines. But we also do it by reaching 
out to each other with care and kindness. 

One thing we can all do is pray. We hope it is some 
consolation to know that the church prays for the life of 
our nation every day. Whether you’re someone of faith, 
or not, we invite you to call on God in prayer. Starting on 
1 February we invite you to set aside time every evening 
to pray, particularly at 6pm each day. More than ever, 
this is a time when we need to love each other. Prayer is 
an expression of love. A number of resources will be 
made available at www.ChurchofEngland.org/
PrayerForTheNation. 

Finally, we write of hope. We are grateful for the hope we 
have because of the service of our NHS and social care 
staff. What a blessing and lifeline for our nation. We are 
grateful for the service given in local communities by 
clergy, other frontline workers and so many good 
neighbours. We are grateful for the hope of the vaccine. 
It is a testimony to the God-given wisdom and gifts of 
scientists and researchers. We urge everyone to take the 
vaccine as soon as it is offered to you. 

Most of all, we have hope because God raised Jesus 
from the dead. This is the Christian hope that we will be 
celebrating at Easter. We live in the hope that we will 
share in his resurrection. Death doesn’t have the last 
word. In God’s kingdom every tear will be wiped away. 
Please be assured of our prayers. Please join us. 

Justin Welby, The Most Revd Archbishop of Canterbury 
Stephen Cottrell, The Most Revd Archbishop of York 

Gracious God,  
as we remember before you the thousands who have 
died,  
surround us and all who mourn with your strong 
compassion. 
Be gentle with us in our grief,  
protect us from despair, 
and give us grace to persevere 
and face the future with hope  
in Jesus Christ our risen Lord. 

SAFEGUARDING IN YOUR CHURCH 
We take safeguarding seriously in Dunsfold 
Church. If you have any concerns or information 
you wish to pass on please contact our 
safeguarding officer, Hazel Wiltshire on 01403 
753847 or email her at hazel 
wiltshire@talktalk.net 

http://www.ChurchofEngland.org/PrayerForTheNation
http://www.ChurchofEngland.org/PrayerForTheNation


 


