
            St Mary and All Saints,  Dunsfold, 
                    Sunday, January 10, 2021 

 ePEWS NEWS 
    

     The Baptism of Christ  

                                  
    

DUE TO THE COVID-19 LOCKDOWN 
THERE WILL NO SERVICES AT 
CHURCH UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

Readings set for this Sunday. 

OT: Genesis 1: 1-5 
NT: Acts 19: 1-7 
GOSPEL: Mark 1: 4-11 

Collect for the Baptism of  Christ: Eternal Father, 
who at the baptism of  Jesus revealed him to be 
your Son, anointing him with the Holy Spirit: grant 
to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, 
that we may be faithful to our calling as your 
adopted children; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

FROM FESTIVE WORSHIP TO CLOSING OUR 
CHURCH IN THE COVID LOCKDOWN 

From the highs of a bumper turn-out at our al fresco 
Nativity service (above) on Christmas Eve we now face 
the brutal reality of having to lock our church as we play 
our part in containing and then beating COVID-19. 

Reverend Ian Maslin said: “It’s a matter of deep regret that 
we will close our church buildings in Dunsfold and Hascombe 
with immediate effect so as to keep our parishioners safe 
during this lockdown. Please keep praying at home and if 
you need to talk to someone, or need anything, please call 
me at the Rectory on 200048.” 

Everyone is welcome to visit our church website 
www.achurchnearyou/dunsfold for updates on information, 
news from our diocese and the Church of England and a 
daily posting to our prayer for the day. Reverend Ian will also 
be posting video recordings of each Sunday’s service. 

Ian has always wanted to keep our churches open. He has 
appreciated the work that has gone in by the teams of 
helpers cleaning church during the week to allow private 
prayer as well as after public Sunday services to ensure 
we’ve done our part to meet health and safety standards. 

Although the new variant of Coronavirus is medically no 
worse than the original it has been shown to be 70% more 
transmittable. The new variant spreads faster and more 
easily so consequently poses a far greater health risk to our 
congregations. That’s why Ian, with the support of the PCC, 
has contacted the Bishop of Guildford to inform him of our 
wishes and to receive his blessing. 

PLEASE SHARE THE CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND’S SPECIAL LOCKDOWN PRAYER 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, be with those who care 
for the sick, 
And lift up all who are brought low;  
that they may find comfort knowing that nothing can 
separate us from your love. 
In Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Amen 



REVEREND IAN MASLIN’S 
REFLECTIONS ON THE 
BAPTISM OF CHRIST 

In the Gospels we are told of the life of Jesus and 
there are two moments when we see Jesus as He 
truly is; Jesus, who lives in two worlds at once. 

He is the eternal Son of God in Heaven, and at the same 
time He is the human Jesus. 

The Gospel writers know this because they are writing their 
accounts of Christ’s life after the Resurrection.  

Their experience of Jesus’ death and resurrection has led 
them to believe that He is more than human. 

So, they put into their accounts brief moments when 
heaven and earth meet, moments that show the readers of 
the Gospels that something extraordinary is happening 
here, that Jesus is someone special. 

John the Baptist has been out in the wild places around the 
River Jordan for a while, probably quite a few years, and 
has begun to attract crowds. 

People are looking for something new, something that will 
distract them from their dreary lives under Roman 
occupation. 

John offers a ministry of repentance, a new start. In him 
they recognise God at work.  

John himself, though, knows that he is only the beginning 
of something. The ancient prophecies speak of a 
forerunner. One whose presence and preaching will show 
that God is coming. 

And so, Jesus appears amongst the crowds and is baptised 
by John. John’s ministry comes to an end, Jesus’ ministry 
begins. 

But we, the readers, are told more. We are told that that 
as He is baptised Jesus sees the sky open up and the spirit 
fly down to Him like a dove. 

And He hears a voice, saying “You are my Son, the Beloved: 
with you I am well pleased.” 

The next time these words will be spoken will be on the 
mountain of the Transfiguration, when Jesus has been 
teaching His disciples about His mission and destiny. 

Both of these accounts are about moments when the two 
worlds, heaven and earth, meet, and Jesus is revealed, for 
a moment, as He is on the other side. 

They come at key moments; as He begins His ministry and 
as He prepares Himself, and His followers, for His death. 

The Magi, when they had travelled so far and for so long to 
reach the foretold Messiah, they also glimpsed the Glory of 
Heaven in the body of a little child. 

And later still, as Jesus dies on the cross, God’s words are 
echoed by the pagan Centurion: “Truly this man was God’s 
Son” 

Ironically, it’s in His death that Jesus’ destiny as God’s 
chosen one is completely fulfilled. 

The Gospels show us that Jesus belongs in both worlds. 

As we, like Him, are baptised, we gain a home in heaven to 
add to our home on earth. 

We, too, live in both worlds. 

We become members of God’s family, welcomed at God’s 
table. 

And even now, in the ordinariness of our everyday lives, if 
we look for it, we may catch an occasional glimpse of the 
other world. 

Heaven may be closer that you think. 

Amen 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR  PRAYERS 

CHURCH: We pray for those serving on the Diocesan Synod 
and those from our diocese serving on the General Synod. 

WORLD:The people of the United States of America and that 
the fundamental principles of democracy will be 
respected.  

THE SICK: Amanda and Hugh, Tim Bailey, Michael Burt, 
Sarah Godwin and John Davies, Norman Edsall, 
William and James Mason, Sally Rivett,  

               Sue Simper, Ella Tomlinson, Jacky Williams,  
               Bill and Tracy Wood, Alli, Judy Bolt, Sue and 

Dennis Evans, Lorna Thompson, Sami Bennewith. 

THE DEPARTED: Sheelagh Thomason. James Dryland, 
Peter Williams 

SAFEGUARDING IN YOUR CHURCH 

We take safeguarding seriously in Dunsfold 
Church. If you have any concerns or information 
you wish to pass on please contact our 
safeguarding officer, Hazel Wiltshire on 01403 
753847 or email her at hazelwiltshire@talktalk.net  

  
THE LAST WORD… 

RICHARD FISHER (Chief Executive of the Bible 
Reading Fellowship) 
 

“During the early part of lockdown, 
someone wrote on Facebook that 
when this was all over, we’d realise 
three things: how much we have, how 
little we need and how important 
relationships are. I couldn’t agree 
more!”



 


