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 Welcome to St. Thomas’!  
____________________________________________________________________ 

Forthcoming Services 

Please note - our twice monthly live Services of Holy Communion have been 
suspended until further notice. 
 
Services will continue to be shared online. 
 
Sunday 31st January: Jesus Heals a Man With an Unclean Spirit, Mark 1: 21-28 
 

 

St Thomas’ Website - www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/) 

St. Thomas’ Facebook -  www.facebook.com/stthomasaldridge/  

Phone 01922 453942 / Email office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk 

  

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/
http://www.facebook.com/stthomasaldridge/
http://www.facebook.com/stthomasaldridge/
http://www.facebook.com/stthomasaldridge/
file:///C:/Users/Mike/Documents/Admin/Notice%20Sheets/2020/office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk
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_______________________________________________________________________________  

Rev’s Ramblings  - 28th January 2021 

 

 

Rev’s Ramblings 

28 January 2021 

 

Spring is on the way!!  How do I know?  Because about ten seed and 

plant catalogues have come through my letterbox!!  As I write this, 

there is a covering of snow on the lawn, but I am being told I need to 

think about my summer bedding plants!  I can’t think about anything 

other than keeping warm at the moment!  The pictures are cheerful  

though! 

 

Being a Christian is like being a plant – someone sowed the seed in us, the seed took root, we 

grew by being fed and watered with teaching that gave us strong roots, and we brought fruit by 

spreading the message to others and helping them to grow.  What sort of plants are we?  Well, 

we’re not annuals that spring up and flower for a few month then die away.  We’re not half-

hardy, either – nor are we perennials that die down in the winter months but come back to life 

again in the spring. 

 

 

Therefore we must be evergreens!!  We’re continually being nurtured by Jesus so we never die 

down completely – we may sometimes have some dodgy bits that need treating or cutting out – 

but, generally, we’re always there whatever the season, doing God’s work until Jesus calls us 

home. 
 

 

 

Blessings 

Sue Quibell 
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_______________________________________________________________________________  

MISSION FOCUS 

 
 

                                                                                           
 
The Thomas Project  
The imortant message for 2020 was the reminder of protecting ourselves and others with Hands Face 
Space.   This has been a very apt message for The Thomas Project. 
 
There have been plenty of willing HANDS to help ensure the food bank has remained open, serving an 
increasing number of people in need of food.  We have seen many hands cross our theresshold with bags 
of food and gifts.  We are incrediby grateful to eveyone who has donated food and extra items to those in 
crisis and the vulnerable.   
 
During 2020 we had to bid farewell to familiar FACES but also welcome some new faces, with myself 
Karen becoming Project Manager and Julie as Deputy Manager.   
 
Making SPACE at The Project has been a priority to ensure Covid regulations are met and we now 
consider how to make best use of the space that we have. We have also created space within ourselves 
for God.  We pray that he will gently guide us through these difficult times and beyond.  We also ask that 
God will lead the project to find the best way to serve and meet the needs of the community. 
 
Perhaps added to this message should be GRACE.  We were recently reminded by Tynings Lane Church of 
of Hands Space Face Grace!  This brings to mind the wonderful words from John 1 vs 14 The word 
became flesh and made his dewelling amongst us.  We have seen his glory,  the glory of the one and only 
son who came from the father full of grace and truth. 
We are so thankful for all that God has done over the last 28 years and for his guidance during this 
unusual time.  We are excited to see what his plans will be for 2021 and beyond we thank him for the 
grace he has lavished upon us  and for the opportunity extend this grace into the community in which we 
have been placed. 
 
Thank you for your support, Karen and Julie. 
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_______________________________________________________________________________  

Digital Resources For Online Worship and Prayer  
 

Family Worship: 'Worship for Everyone: Family at 4' – this is online fun, faith filled family 

worship.  The sessions can all be viewed at any time 

at:  https://www.facebook.com/worshipforeveryone/    or their YouTube channel:  

https://www.youtube.com/user/worshipforeveryone     

Brought to you by the Drake Family from Birmingham. 
 
Bible Buds:  On Facebook every fortnight https://www.facebook.com/biblebuds/  
 
Worship For Everyone:  The Drake family are back for a 7 week series looking at 'Amazing 
Babies in the Bible, each Saturday at 4pm.  They can be found on their worship for all YouTube 
and Facebook pages, to watch their family fun sessions of story, games, songs and 
activities.  Definitely worth checking out. 
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=663265871046024  
 
Lichfield Diocese Daily Prayer:  A daily prayer video posted on the diocesan Facebook 
page every weekday at 1pm for people across the diocese to join in prayer together.  
 
Lectio 365 – this is a free downloadable audio app, providing a daily devotional resource that 
helps you pray the Bible every day. 
  

BBC Radio 4 Daily Services at 9.45am each morning.   

Services are available every day with spiritual reflection, bible reading, prayer and Christian 
music.  Simply tune in at 9.45am. 
(The titles of next week’s services have not yet been released online). 
 
BBC Radio 4 Sunday Worship –31st January at 8.10am – “Belfast, a City Shaped by the Sea”  
A service led by the Very Rev Stephen Forde, Dean of Belfast. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________  

https://www.facebook.com/worshipforeveryone/
https://www.youtube.com/user/worshipforeveryone
https://www.facebook.com/biblebuds/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=663265871046024
https://anglican.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=acaad43ba0b06e97275112db2&id=6a9a35873d&e=519906175d
https://anglican.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=acaad43ba0b06e97275112db2&id=6a9a35873d&e=519906175d
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PRAYING TOGETHER 
 
At this time of world crisis when we are not meeting together to worship or pray to the Lord we 
can still do this as individuals (couples or families) at home at the times some of us would be 
meeting together.  
 
Monday 6.30pm-7.15pm – is when Space to Pray usually meet.  Wednesday 7.30pm-8.00pm – is 

when the Revival Prayer Meeting usually takes place.  Their members will be praying at home so 

why not set aside these times to join together ‘in spirit’ as we ask the Lord to intervene in our … 

… world and in our nation.  We could also pray on Fridays between 12 noon-1.15pm when Jan’s 

prayer group would be meeting and also on Sundays when church would be meeting.    

There is always so much to pray about but even more at this time, so let’s come together in Spirit 

and show the Lord that we are serious in our requests.  Let’s also just keep reminding ourselves 
of God’s promises to us and remember that He is still Sovereign over all. Peace of the Lord be 
with you.  Liz Spires  
 
 
Prayer Circle:  The Prayer Circle was originally set up many years ago to pray for those amongst 
us who were ill or suffering bereavement.  Over the years we have prayed for many other things 
including job loss, even sick pets, as well as for people to come to know Jesus – God is concerned  
with every aspect of our lives, nothing is too big or too small for Him.  This service is here for you, 
so if you have any worries about anything at this time, do get in touch and we will pray for you.  
We are a group of about a dozen St Thomas’ members who are willing to pray for you or your 
loved ones each day.  Prayer requests are contained within the Prayer Circle, Sue Quibell and …  
Jeremy Bakewell, on a confidential basis and not shared with the wider congregation.  Please get 
in touch with Liz Spiers on 01922 453944 or email Liz at  

Lizspiers55@blueyonder.co.uk who will share your request and start praying.  Liz Spires, Prayer 
Coordinator 

 

Weekly Zoom Prayers:  If you would like to take part in our weekly live Zoom prayer meetings 

you would be most welcome to join on Sundays at 5.30pm for the whole church. If you would 

like to take part, please give Roland a ring on 01922458769. He will help you to join the meeting, 

and provide you with the relevant pass numbers.  Roland Jones 

Praying For Our Nation:  Please pray at 6pm each evening during lockdown. 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________  

mailto:Lizspiers55@blueyonder.co.uk
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A CALL TO PRAYER 
 
 
A Call To Prayer: 
 
The situation regarding the Covid-19 virus is worsening daily, but what can we do about it? WE 
CAN PRAY!!  
 
Below is a heartfelt and upsetting plea from Liz Grace who has to deal with the effects of the virus 
daily at the Manor Hospital. You can see how much this is affecting her, so folks we need to get 
behind her and the whole of the NHS and pray! 

 

“Hi everyone 

Whilst I know and understand that everyone is withstanding their own pressures at the moment, 
especially those in education (give me healthcare any day!!), I would like you to consider the 
following request. 
 
I have just spent possibly my worst shift in 40+years of nursing, with unbelievable pressures, and 
national incidents being reported, because the hospitals are now officially unable to do anything 
more - not through laziness, but simply through lack of any further capacity.    The figures are 
startling, and the staff are completely empty.  But the patients keep pouring in.  
 
Would it be possible to put a message out to encourage a call to prayer - again - to the people of 
St Ts?  I can see no other way out of this, and it is progressively escalating day by day, but today 
was worsening hour by hour.  I know that many people are still praying, and continue to do so, 
but this needs to be fervent and ongoing.  We are currently losing the battle. 
 
Thanks for your consideration of this.  Liz” 
 
 
In normal times we’d be asking you to meet at church to pray together, but obviously we can’t 
do that. So, can we ask you to commit to praying at 6pm each day, then we know we’ll be 
praying powerfully together every day. Lifegroups and Roland’s Zoom prayers are being asked 
to soak the situation in prayer too.  Please also continue to pray for this situation during your 
usual prayer time. 
 
This is the least we can do for one of our sisters in Christ, and for all those who daily put their 
own lives at risk in fighting Covid. There is strength in praying together. 
 
(Jesus said..) Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask 
for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three gather in my 
Name, there I am with them. Matthew 18:19-20.  
 
Thank you. 
The Wardens, Sue and Jeremy  
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_______________________________________________________________________________  

NOTICES 
 

Sunday Services:  Following the recent Government announcement, all live services and 

gatherings of any kind in church will now be suspended.  Services will be shared online until 

further notice.  Aldridge Parish Church have also responded in the same way. 

 
Together At Home:  Please look on our website for the section titled “Children – Together At 

Home” or PRESS CONTROL & CLICK ON THE LINK BELOW TO JUMP STRAIGHT TO THE PAGE 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/56973/view/  This week Hannah looks at 

Jesus’ first miracle when he turned water into wine at the Wedding at Cana. 

 

 

Tom’s Toddlers and Footprints:  This week Hannah shares a lovely video from Percy The Park 

Keeper and some lovely snow themed craft ideas.  You can find this on Facebook and also the 

Church Website, look for “Children – Tom’s Toddlers and Footprints”  

or PRESS CONTROL & CLICK ON THE LINK BELOW TO JUMP TO THIS PAGE.   
Church Website - https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/63466/view  

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/StThomasAldridge/videos/2990665504364619  

 

Watts in Madagascar: Ted and Rachel have been left waiting this week for the arrival into 

Mandritsara of the Hinds family and Dr Lesley from their quarantine hotel in the capitol. They 

had been due to arrive on Tuesday after testing negative for Covid, but there has been delays in 

the paperwork allowing their arranged MAF flight to complete their journey. Please pray that the 

necessary paper work will come through quickly and for a comfortable, unexpected longer stay in 

the hotel, for the family of travellers. Ted and Rachel send their thanks for praying for 

Mandritsara as the cyclone / tropical storm passed through their area last week. Praise God they 

did not experience any strong winds or damage, just plenty of rain. This has been good news for 

the local population, of which, many are subsistence rice farmers. However they ask us to pray 

for the people further north in Madagascar where many have lost their homes being displaced by 

flooding, caused as the storm gathered pace passing through the country.  Colin & Sue Goodall 

 

Thank you From Roy and Marlene Bradburn:  “We do appreciate the thoughts and prayers of 

those who continued to support us from St Thomas. There were days during the first covid 

symptoms when that and the fantastic support we have received from our family and the 

Thomas Project team was all that kept us plodding on. Thank you to everyone for prayers, 

flowers, cakes, dinners and waves through the front window - all lovely and much appreciated.  

Marlene Bradburn.  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/56973/view/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/63466/view
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/63466/view
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasAldridge/videos/2990665504364619
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CONTACTS 
 

Clergy:  

 Rev Jeremy Bakewell 07790 986575  

 Rev Sue Quibell 07889 885545 if you want would like to talk please feel free to phone on the numbers 
above. 

Church Office  
 Office hours are usually Monday to Thursday from 9 am till 12 pm.  Genette Andrews is currently working 

from home and will be happy to help with your queries.  Messages on the office answer phone are 
listened to twice weekly (01922 453942) /  Emails are read Monday’s-Thursdays 
office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk  Please be mindful that messages may not be seen or heard on Fridays, 
Saturdays or Sundays.  (07702 822546). 

Children and Families Worker: Hannah Evans 
 Hannah is currently working from home and can be contacted on the following numbers: 

 Telephone  01922 693298 or mobile 07921 387241  /  Email: hannahevans@stthomasaldridge.org.uk  
(Please be mindful that messages may not be seen or heard on Mondays, Saturdays or Sundays) 

Pastoral Care Coordinator: Vera Russell  
 Telephone 01922 616383 or 07806 519301  /  Email: vjrus@gmail.com 

Prayer Coordinator: Liz Spiers  

 Telephone 01922 453944 if you wish to discuss any prayer needs, including ongoing prayer ministry and 
details of the Prayer Circle. 

Wardens 
 Clive Thomas: 07811 341212 or email clivethomas62@yahoo.co.uk  

 Sue Grundy: 07772 925069 or email susan.grundy@yahoo.com 

 Andrew Dickson: 07989 143388 or andrewjdickson999@hotmail.com 

 Vera Russell: 07806 519301 or email vjrus@gmail.com 

Safeguarding  
Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. If you have concerns about how somebody might be treating 
you or another person, please do not hesitate to contact Sue Grundy (for children) on 07772 925069 or 
Sue Quibell (for adults) on 07889 885545 (see poster in church foyer for other numbers and information). 
A copy of our safeguarding policy is available from the church foyer and church office.  
Fabrics and Health and Safety – Andrew Dickson may be contacted via 07989 143388 or 
andrewjdickson999@hotmail.com directly, if you notice or need help with any such issues.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cooper and Jordan School Applications: Parents should be aware that we follow the school’s 

admission policy on attendance and in accordance with Diocesan guidelines ‘regular attendance’ at 

worship constitutes a minimum of at least two services per month. The guidelines further suggest 

that regular attendance should have been for at least two years before application. Please see the 

Welcome Desk to ensure your attendance is recorded. New information: Supporting letters are now 

being done in batches when we receive the list of applications from C&J. The letters are then sent 

directly back to C&J but feel free to check with our office that your child’s name features in the list. 

Thanks, Genette.  

 

 

 

 

Gift Aid: The Government adds 25% to each ‘Gift Aided’ donation at no cost to you.  If you don’t have 

a regular Gift Aid arrangement, but would nevertheless like to Gift Aid a donation today, please use 

one of the brown Gift Aid envelopes available from the leaflet rack, or do ask a Steward to find one for 

you.  Please see our Treasurer, Ron Heaton for more information if needed. 

mailto:office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk
mailto:vjruss@gmail.com
mailto:clivethomas62@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:susan.grundy@yahoo.com
mailto:andrewjdickson999@hotmail.com

