
March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda 
 

 
Welcome 

 

Fourth Sunday of Epiphany ~ 31st January 2021 
Candlemas or The Presentation of Christ 

 
 

Please keep in touch with one another, and I am always glad to hear from you on 01354 279232 or at  
andrew.marchurch@gmail.com 

 
The rules for Church services have not changed under this lockdown, but with the rise in infections 
everyone is asked to be especially vigilant. For some people a greater degree of isolating is sensible. 

No one should feel pressurised in to attending church  
 

We have Church services with social distancing, and also, for the foreseeable future, our zooming, 
emailing and leaflet deliveries. We want people to have a genuine choice. We are also trying to allow 

other aspects of the church’s life to happen. Ideas and suggestions welcome. 
St Peter’s Sundays 8am & 11am; Wednesdays 10am 

St Mary’s Sundays 9.15am 
St John’s Sundays 9.30am; Tuesdays 10am 

 

On Ash Wednesday, 17th February,  
we will have services in St Peter’s 10am and St John’s 7pm. 

 
 

"Stay in touch, take care, keep safe, continue praying and God bless." 

Prayers for this Week 
 

God of pardon and deliverance, your forgiving love, revealed in Christ, has brought 
to birth a new creation. Shame our refusal to let forgiveness flow; free our paralysed 
soul that we might walk to freedom; raise us up from our sins to walk in your ways, 
that we may witness to your power, which makes all things new. Grant this through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who sets our feet at liberty praying for the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

 

God of Mary, Anna and Simeon, we gather in your temple to welcome your Son. 
Enlighten our minds and lay bare our inmost thoughts, so that we may mature in 

wisdom and grow to full stature in your grace. By your Spirit, may we receive your 
faithful word to Gentile and Jew, and know your reconciling presence offered for all 

the world; through Jesus Christ, the Light and the Glory of God.  
Amen. 



Luke 2 v22-40 
 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to pre-
sent him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the 
Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or 
two young pigeons.’ 
 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward 
to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 
he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; 
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took 
him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
 
‘Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation: which thou has prepared before the face of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel.’ 
 
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and 
said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign 
that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul 
too.’ 
 
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having 
lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left 
the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to 
praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of 
Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him. 

 

Gospel of St Mark 2 v1-12 

When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. So many gathered around 
that there was no longer room for them, not even in front of the door; and he was speaking the word to them. Then 
some people came, bringing to him a paralysed man, carried by four of them. And when they could not bring him 
to Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him; and after having dug through it, they let down the 
mat on which the paralytic lay. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiv-
en.’ Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, ‘Why does this fellow speak in this 
way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?’ At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were 
discussing these questions among themselves; and he said to them, ‘Why do you raise such questions in your 
hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, “Your sins are forgiven”, or to say, “Stand up and take your mat 
and walk”? But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins’—he said to the 
paralytic— ‘I say to you, stand up, take your mat and go to your home.’ And he stood up, and immediately took the 
mat and went out before all of them; so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, ‘We have never seen 
anything like this!’ 

Meditation 
        
     Candlemas; so called because Simeon’s song speaks of light, later becoming a time to bless candles and illumi-
nate with light. Imagery which has not lost its potency through the generations as we still light candles to remem-
ber, to celebrate and as aids to prayer. Candlemas; which used to be known as the Feast of the Purification of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, and now more often as the Feast of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple. A generation or 
more ago we became uncomfortable with notions that women who had had a child needed cleansing, washing or 
purifying as if they were ill or had done something wrong. So the focus moved from the mother to the child. In Je-
sus’ day the first born who belonged to God, had to be bought back by his parents with the sacrificial offering of a 
pair of turtle doves. Luke wants to remind us that Jesus was brought up by parents who were good religious Jews, 
observing the customs required by the Law of Moses.  



 When the angel appeared to Mary, we heard her words of consent, of collaboration, of obedience. When 
Mary, pregnant with Jesus, visited Elizabeth, pregnant with John the Baptist, we had many words; the song of rev-
olution we know as the Magnificat. In this story we hear no words of Mary. Indeed, unless I remember incorrectly, 
we never hear her words again. 
 
 We hear of her coming to fetch Jesus when he appears scandalous to the family. We may hear of her being 
present at the cross. She may well be one of those women who came and found the tomb empty. She seems to be-
come part of the new Christian community. Tradition ascribes much more to her back-story; maybe immaculately 
conceived, maybe raised in the temple, maybe a perpetual virgin. Tradition also takes her story forward; maybe 
inspiring Mark to write his gospel, maybe accompanying John in their old age, maybe being assumed into heaven, 
maybe the Queen of heaven. But we do not hear her voice. We have it predicted that sword will pierce her heart, 
and that John and her will have a special bond, but we do not hear of it. The best pictures and statues of her have 
Mary pointing to, looking at, focusing on, her’s and God’s Son, and inviting us to follow her gaze. 
 
        There is another woman named as present in the Temple on this day; Anna, an old and tragic figure who has 
been widowed for so, so long. We are told what she speaks of, but not given the words. She praises God. She 
speaks about the child. But what she says we do not know. Her main audience seem to be those who long for and 
expect the redemption of Jerusalem. But what she says remains unrecorded. Whether she says that this child, fresh-
ly redeemed for his parents, will return Jerusalem to its previous owners? Whether she echoes her fellow senior 
citizen temple dweller in saying this child comes for a much wider cause than Jerusalem, or even wider than Israel 
or wider than the Jews? You can decide for yourselves, but I suspect she at least carries on, and possibly widens 
further what Simeon has proclaimed, ‘salvation prepared in the presence of all peoples, and light for revelation to 
the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’ Salvation prepared for all; widened to include Gentile alongside 
Jew; a New Covenant wider and all encompassing. 
           
 I was brought up on, and still deeply love (and in the present climate miss) the service of Choral evensong 
which has as its backbone the song of the young Mary known as the Magnificat, and this song of Simeon, ‘Lord 
now lettest…’ (in Latin Nunc Dimittis….).  Sometimes, no often, as I have sung this, to beautiful music and in 
beautiful settings, I wonder if we are any longer noticing the words. Leaving aside the Magnificat’s turning upside 
down of so much, do we notice the size of Simeon’s vision? Salvation in the presence of all people; Jew and Gen-
tile in Christ’s light and glory! 
 
 But I must come down from the wonders and truths of evensong, to our sad covid restricted world. There 
seems to have been, since the spring, many tensions and difficulties in making good decisions. Sometimes it has 
seemed to me that health priorities have taken second place to economic priorities. Sometimes it has seemed to me 
that different groups in the community have had different needs and desires which gave them in different outlooks. 
It has often been easy to be wise after the event, but much harder to balance the competing pressures. Evensong 
also includes the prayer petitions for our rulers and ministers , and we should be praying for them rather than point 
scoring. At present there is a very real tension between the needs of the young and old. Children are missing 
school, and it is not so much the content of syllabuses that worry me, but the lack of social contact and the threat to 
children’s and parent’s wellbeing. But equally there have been times when it seems older people (and those with 
medical conditions) have been asked to live very isolated existences away from their nearest and dearest. One per-
spective put to me, was that for an 18 year old to have to delay things and perhaps when they look back to feel they 
had lost a year of their life is one thing, but for an 81 year old to have lost out on a year of their life is possibly to 
have missed irreplaceable opportunities and a very significant amount of the life they have left. 
 
         The Magnificat asks those who are powerful, secure, or privileged to lose out for the sake of the marginal-
ised, fragile, or invisible. The Nunc is the voice of the elderly, and it also reminds us that all people from all places 
and backgrounds deserve to be equally in the light and are equally glorious. 
 
 Thank God for candles; light one. Thank God for old people; listen to them. 
 

    
    God bless, Andrew 



Prayers 
 

We pray to the Father, through Christ who is our light and life. 
 

Father, your Christ is acclaimed as the glory of Israel; look in mercy on your Church 
sharing this light. Your Christ who in his temple brings judgement on the world: look in 
mercy on the nations who long for justice. Your Christ, who was rich, for our sakes be-

came poor; look in mercy on the needy suffering with him. Your Christ is the one in 
whom your faithful servants find peace; look in mercy on the departed that they may see 
your salvation. Your Christ is revealed as the one destined to be rejected, look in mercy 

on us who now turn to his passion. 
 

Lord, grant your healing grace to all who are sick, injured or disabled, that they may be 
made whole. Grant to all who are lonely, anxious or depressed a knowledge of your will 
and an awareness of your presence. Grant to all who minister to those who are suffering, 

wisdom and skill, sympathy and patience. Mend broken relationships, and restore to 
those in distress soundness of mind and serenity of spirit. Sustain and support those who 
seek your guidance and lift up all who are brought low by the trials of this life. Grant to 
the dying peace and a holy death, and uphold by the grace and consolation of your Holy 
Spirit those who are bereaved. Restore to wholeness whatever is broken by human sin, 

in our lives, in our nation, and in the world. 
 

Lord God, you kept faith with Simeon and Anna, and showed them the infant King. 
Give us grace to put our trust in your promises, and the patience to wait for their fulfil-
ment. Accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies look 

with compassion on us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of 
souls, for you are the well of life and in your light do we see light, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord.  
 

Amen  


