
March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda 
 

 
Welcome 

 

Second Sunday of Epiphany ~ 17th January 2021 
 
 

Please keep in touch with one another, and I am always glad to hear from you on 01354 279232 or at  
andrew.marchurch@gmail.com 

 
The rules for Church services have not changed under this lockdown, but with the rise in infections 
everyone is asked to be especially vigilant. For some people a greater degree of isolating is sensible. 

No one should feel pressurised in to attending church  
 

We have Church services with social distancing, and also, for the foreseeable future, our zooming, 
emailing and leaflet deliveries. We want people to have a genuine choice. We are also trying to allow 

other aspects of the church’s life to happen. Ideas and suggestions welcome. 
St Peter’s Sundays 8am & 11am; Wednesdays 10am 

St Mary’s Sundays 9.15am 
St John’s Sundays 9.30am; Tuesdays 10am 

 
 

"Stay in touch, take care, keep safe, continue praying and God bless." 

Prayers for this Week 
 

Your sovereign rule, O God, draws near to us in the person 
of Jesus your Son, who spoke with authority and you con-
firmed his teaching by wondrous deeds. Your word sum-
mons us to faith; your power transforms our lives. Free us 

to follow in Christ’s footsteps, so that by word and deed we 
may proclaim him Messiah and Lord and bear witness to 
your power to heal and save. Grant this for your own Son 

Jesus Christ’s sake, with the inspiration of your Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 

God of liberation, who walked the common earth by the 
lakeside, confronting the powers that exclude the unclean; 
may we share your mission to bring good news to all, to let 

the world know God is among us. May we receive your 
word of authority and your rule of peace which comes not 
to destroy but to set us free; through Jesus Christ, the one 

who reigns.  
Amen. 



Genesis 38 v11-27 
 

Judah said to his daughter-in-law Tamar, ‘Remain a widow in your father’s house until my son Shelah grows 
up’—for he feared that he too would die, like his brothers. So Tamar went to live in her father’s house. 

In course of time the wife of Judah, Shua’s daughter, died; when Judah’s time of mourning was over, he went up to 
Timnah to his sheep-shearers, he and his friend Hirah the Adullamite. When Tamar was told, ‘Your father-in-law 
is going up to Timnah to shear his sheep’, she put off her widow’s garments, put on a veil, wrapped herself up, and 
sat down at the entrance to Enaim, which is on the road to Timnah. She saw that Shelah was grown up, yet she had 
not been given to him in marriage. When Judah saw her, he thought her to be a prostitute, for she had covered her 
face. He went over to her at the roadside, and said, ‘Come, let me come in to you’, for he did not know that she 
was his daughter-in-law. She said, ‘What will you give me, that you may come in to me?’ He answered, ‘I will 
send you a kid from the flock.’ And she said, ‘Only if you give me a pledge, until you send it.’ He said, ‘What 
pledge shall I give you?’ She replied, ‘Your signet and your cord, and the staff that is in your hand.’ So he gave 
them to her, and went in to her, and she conceived by him. Then she got up and went away, and taking off her veil 
she put on the garments of her widowhood. 

When Judah sent the kid by his friend the Adullamite, to recover the pledge from the woman, he could not find 
her. He asked the townspeople, ‘Where is the temple prostitute who was at Enaim by the wayside?’ But they said, 
‘No prostitute has been here.’ So he returned to Judah, and said, ‘I have not found her; moreover, the townspeople 
said, “No prostitute has been here.” ’ Judah replied, ‘Let her keep the things as her own, otherwise we will be 
laughed at; you see, I sent this kid, and you could not find her.’ 

About three months later Judah was told, ‘Your daughter-in-law Tamar has played the whore; moreover she is 
pregnant as a result of whoredom.’ And Judah said, ‘Bring her out, and let her be burned.’ As she was being 
brought out, she sent word to her father-in-law, ‘It was the owner of these who made me pregnant.’ And she said, 
‘Take note, please, whose these are, the signet and the cord and the staff.’ Then Judah acknowledged them and 
said, ‘She is more in the right than I, since I did not give her to my son Shelah.’ And he did not lie with her again. 

When the time of her delivery came, there were twins in her womb. 

Gospel of St Mark 1 v14-28 

After John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, ‘The time is ful-
filled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.’ 

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake—for 
they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fish for people.’ And immediately 
they left their nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother 
John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in 
the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 

They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught. They were astounded 
at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. Just then there was in their syn-
agogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, ‘What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you 
come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.’ But Jesus rebuked him, saying, ‘Be silent, and 
come out of him!’ And the unclean spirit, throwing him into convulsions and crying with a loud voice, came out of 
him. They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, ‘What is this? A new teaching—with authority! 
He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.’ At once his fame began to spread throughout the sur-
rounding region of Galilee. 

Meditation 
 
      In our gospel readings at our Sunday services we will start our reading through Mark, with his great sense of 
immediacy and getting on with things straight away. In our midweek services we will read the early chapters of 
John’s gospel who meditates as to who this Jesus dwelling amongst us really is. In these meditations we shall re-
flect on some of the forgotten voices of the bible; the stories that are less heard, women’s stories. For the bible is 
the testimony of the relationship between God and his people, and inevitably some voices or themes are louder 
than others. Recently, there has been more of an emphasis on listening to the missing, forgotten or excluded voic-
es of the relationship between God and ALL his people. So this week it is Tamar, (you will find her story in Gen-
esis 38), and then Rahab, Mary, Ruth and Bathsheba to take us to Lent.  



       Briefly; Judah, Joseph’s eldest son so the natural heir, takes a foreign wife, who bears three sons. The eldest is 
married to Tamar, but she is soon widowed. The second son then refuses to give Tamar children, for they would be 
regarded as his late elder brother’s heirs and take his own children out of the succession. When this second son 
dies too, Judah says to Tamar to live as a widow in her parent’s home until his third son is old enough to take her 
as his wife so as to secure the succession. 
 
    Years later, when Judah is visiting Tamar’s neighbourhood, Tamar dresses herself up in fine clothes to remind 
Judah of his promise that she shall be his third son’s bride. However, when newly widowed Judah sees Tamar, 
whom he does not recognise, he takes her for a prostitute at the side of the road, and pays her for sex and makes 
her pregnant. Months later news reaches Judah that his daughter-in-law has behaved like a common prostitute and 
got pregnant, so is not worthy to be his third son’s bride and hopefully mother to his heirs. Judah instructs Tamar 
to be burnt to death, but she provides evidence that Judah was the only person to have treated her as a prostitute, 
and that he is the father of her twins. Read it for yourself. (There is another biblical Tamar, a daughter of King Da-
vid, who is equally badly treated, see 2 Samuel 13, for her equally forgotten story.) 
 
      Why was the story written? preserved? included in the Old Testament? Why might we read it today? Why 
might you not be familiar with it? 
 
      Answers might be of this type; simply because it happened; or simply because it happened to this significant 
family whom we claim as ancestors; or because the line of inheritance of this family is significant for some later 
time. Certainly, the later Royal family of Judah claimed descent through this line; King David is a descendent. It 
may be that disputes over succession and right behaviour are addressed by telling a story set in previous times to 
bring the later situation into focus. 
 
         Alternatively, answers may be of this type. Judah appears as a bit of a hypocrite applying different rules for 
himself as to others. He condemns Tamar (to death!) when he thinks she has brought shame on the family and sell-
ing herself for sex, whilst he has in fact paid for sex himself. 
 
          Yet another strand that could be pursued is that God’s purposes seem to be fulfilled in the most unlikely 
ways. In this narrative he chooses a foreign woman, someone tragically widowed, someone consistently rejected, 
to be the one who provides for the future and is richly blessed, not just one son, but twin boys. We will see some 
more of such themes in the weeks to come. 
 
         Another exploration could be that it seems that this story challenges laws and customs and even gets close to 
ridiculing them. Rules that say brothers should father children by their widowed sisters in law. Rules that allow 
men to define sexual conduct. Customs that look down on or stereotype foreigners. Societies that fail to make bet-
ter provision for widows. Customs that put inheritance above relationships. Societies that sweep prostitution under 
the carpet.    
 
           That takes me to another way of looking at the story. How did people feel? There is a lot of bereavement 
around and maybe we need to be reminded that bereaved people may not make good decisions. Who do you iden-
tify with, or feel for? The young men who die? The brothers required to take wives? The much widowed Tamar? 
Judah trying to keep his family together with multiple bereavements? 
 
         Of course I could have started with some of the issues we are facing today and asked what, if anything, does 
Tamar have to contribute. We have sexual exploitation, child abuse, families with all sorts of dynamics; we have 
debates about whether marriage is uniquely between one man and one woman; we have very mixed messages 
about consent and age for consent. Tamar’s story challenges the connections we make in our society about power 
and sex; her story challenges power and relationships between genders; her story offers food for thought. And it 
was written, preserved and is in our Bible. I offer it as nutritious food for thought. 
 
    It would be lovely and appropriate to end this meditation with recorded words of this week’s star, Tamar herself. 
But her words are hardly included. Her voice is a forgotten or silenced voice. But what she does say gives the 
proof that she, the unlucky, unfortunate outsider, is the one who provides the future, the way forward, for God and 
his people. And that way forward is unexpectedly abundant; twins.     
  

    God bless, Andrew 



Prayers 
(From Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Prayers 2020) 

 
God of love, through Christ you said to us: “You did not choose me but I chose 

you.” You seek us, you invite us to receive your friendship and abide in it. Teach 
us to respond more deeply to this invitation, and grow in a life that is ever more 

complete. 
The joy is the heart of our God. 

 
God of life, you call us to praise you in the midst of the world and welcome one 

another to the gift of your grace. May your loving gaze, which rests upon each per-
son, open us to receive each other just as we are. 

The joy is the heart of our God. 
 

God who gathers, you knot us together as one vine in your Son Jesus. May your 
loving Spirit abide in us at local church and community meetings and ecumenical 

gatherings. Grant that together we celebrate you with joy. 
The joy is the heart of our God. 

 
God of the one vineyard, you call us to abide in your love in all we do and say. 
Touched by your goodness, grant us to be a reflection of that love in our homes 

and workplaces. May we bridge rivalries and overcome tensions. 
The joy is the heart of our God. 

 
Amen 

 


