
March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda 
 

 
Welcome 

 

Sunday 10th January 2021 ~ Baptism of Christ 
 
 

Please keep in touch with one another, and I am always glad to hear from you on 01354 279232 or at  
andrew.marchurch@gmail.com 

 
The rules for Church services have not changed under this lockdown, but with the rise in infections 
everyone is asked to be especially vigilant. For some people a greater degree of isolating is sensible. 

 
We have Church services with social distancing, and also, for the foreseeable future, our zooming, 

emailing and leaflet deliveries. We want people to have a genuine choice. We are also trying to allow 
other aspects of the church’s life to happen. Ideas and suggestions welcome. 

St Peter’s Sundays 8am & 11am; Wednesdays 10am 
St Mary’s Sundays 9.15am 

St John’s Sundays 9.30am; Tuesdays 10am 
 
 

"Stay in touch, take care, keep safe, continue praying and God bless." 

Prayers for this Week 
 

God of salvation, in the River Jordan you bathed your Son Jesus 
in glory and revealed him as your obedient servant. In spirit and 
in power rend the heavens and come down to us. Strengthen us 
to acknowledge your Christ, that we who are reborn in his like-

ness may walk with him the path of obedience. Grant this 
through Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh, who lives and 

reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, in the splendour of 
eternal light, One God for ever and ever.  

Amen 

 

God of the tearing heaven, whose holiness is unveiled by one 
who is submerged in all the pain and sin of earth: give us faith to 

follow him who goes to the heart of darkness bearing only the 
Spirit of gentle insistent peace; through Jesus Christ, the prom-

ised one.  

Amen 



Gospel of St Mark 1 v4-11 
 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And 
people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were bap-

tized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt 
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is com-
ing after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but 

he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was 
coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a 

voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 

Meditation 
 
    We last considered John the Baptist on the third Sunday of Advent, and heard about how the church, through 
scripture, made it clear that John pointed to Jesus as the Messiah. We also then connected this to some thoughts 
on the Holy Spirit. Here, today, in Mark, John says he baptises with water, but Jesus will baptise with the Holy 
Spirit. At Jesus’ own baptism he sees the Holy Spirit, and hears a heavenly voice say ‘You are my Son, the Be-
loved; with you I am well pleased.’  
 
      Perhaps, this is making a strong point of the obvious presence of God as the Trinity, God the Father speaking, 
God the Holy Spirit being seen and God the Son being baptised and being the focus of attention. 
 
        The picture we are given of the Holy Spirit is that at this moment of significance and revelation, the Spirit 
tears apart the heavens and come down to Jesus. Now the tearing could just be seen as the Spirit throwing back 
the curtains to make a grand entrance, a means to an end, or it could be seen as significant in itself. Is it an open-
ing up of heaven to earth ? We are told that when Jesus dies on the cross the curtain of the temple is torn; so you 
can see in; so people are no longer excluded; so there is no longer a secret unseen or inaccessible inner sanctuary.  
Is this similar to saying that a consequence of Jesus coming, or of who Jesus is, opens up heaven? No longer re-
stricted access. No longer hidden. Heaven open and available. 
 
         The picture of the Holy Spirit is appearing as a dove descending. We see doves as a sign of peace. We may 
be reminded that in the Noah story a dove is sent out and is a sign of hope and new life as the waters have reced-
ed. Here, as Jesus comes up out of the water of the River Jordan, and a dove arrives. Waters may be a sign of 
drowning, destruction and chaos, and Jesus arises to overcome these. Or water may be a sign of refreshment, 
washing or fun, Jesus embraces this. The dove maybe a sign of peace, hope and new life. So Jesus’ baptism is a 
sign of peace, hope and new life, and the baptism of each and everyone, baby or adult, is a sign of peace, hope 
and new life. 
 
          Dove’s too are the sacrificial offerings in the temple; sacrificed for peace, sacrificed to restore relationship 
with God; Doves that are the offering of the poor who cannot afford the more expensive lambs; Doves that will 
be set free when Jesus overturns the tables in the temple. A dove that is the poor man’s sacrifice to God when the 
man offers his first-born son to God and receives the child back to nurture and care for. (We’ll get that reading at 
the end of the month: Candlemas).   
 
     God the Father speaks. And, as it were, returns the sacrifice of the dove given to him in sacrifice for a firstborn 
son, as he gives his first born Son to the waiting world,  ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.’ And this firstborn Son will ultimately be the sacrifice for the sins of the world. John proclaims a bap-
tism of repentance. God gives the gift, his Son, who will be the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
The dove, the cheaper option for the poor, is sent, and returned as the full option of the lamb. John proclaims re-
pentance for the individual, or maybe the people of Israel, Jesus provides reconciliation for all the world. 
 
    It is a voice from heaven that is heard. In the Genesis creation story, God speaks, and then it is. God speaks 
into existence all of creation, light and dark, landscape and seascape, all living creatures. He speaks and then they 
are. This is what we get in John’s gospel when we read that Jesus is the Word made flesh. Jesus is the “God 
speech” that means things are what they are. Jesus is God putting his intentions into practice, making them real. 
God speaks; Jesus is his Son. God speaks; Jesus is beloved. God speaks; for with Jesus God is well pleased.   
  
  



     Jesus has the Holy Spirit descend on him so that he will distribute the presence and gifts of the Spirit to his fol-
lowers; so fulfilling and illustrating John’s saying, ‘I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit.’ What Jesus has, is passed on. 
 
      Jesus is the beloved, well-pleased Son, so we, through baptism, are also beloved, also his children, also so 
pleasing. 
 
      The crowd may not have seen the heavens torn. The crowd may not have seen the dove or the descent of the 
Spirit. The crowd may not have heard the voice. And there were many who subsequently met and followed Jesus 
who were not in that crowd that day. But the reality expressed is true. 
 
        When you were baptised, you may not remember doves or voices. Probably nobody saw any doves, or heard 
any voices. But it was true that God did make real that you are his child, you are beloved, you are well pleasing! 
You were baptised by the Holy Spirit, yet it may not have appeared to be that dramatic, but it is that true. And look 
around you. Amazingly it is true that all those around you are equally God’s children, equally beloved and equally 
well pleasing. And if we could remember that for the rest of our lives, and live it, then the dove of peace, hope and 
new life may not be seen or heard, but it would be really real.    
 

    God bless, Andrew 

CORPORATE RENEWAL AND CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM 
 

Priest: Faith is the gift of God to his people. Through baptism the Lord is adding to our number. In baptism God 
invites us on a life-long journey. 
Together with all God’s people we must explore the way of Jesus and grow in friendship with God in love 
for his people, and in serving others. 
 

BAPTISMAL PROMISES 
 

Q: Do you reject evil influences and all rebellion against God? 
A: I reject them. 
Q: Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 
A: I renounce them. 
Q: Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? 
A: I repent of them. 
 

Q: Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 
A: I turn to Christ. 
Q: Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 
A: I submit to Christ. 
Q: Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 
A: I come to Christ. 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

Q: Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
 source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist? 
A:  I believe and trust in him. 
 

Q: Do you believe and trust in Jesus Christ, God the Son, 
 who took our human nature, died for us and rose again? 
A:  I believe and trust in him. 
 

Q: Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
 who gives life to the people of God 
         and makes Christ known in the world? 
A: I believe and trust in him. 
 

 This is the faith of the Church. 
All  This is our faith. 
 We believe and trust in one God, 
 Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



COVENANT 
please sit or kneel 

 
In the Old Covenant, God chose Israel to be his people and to obey his laws. Our Lord Jesus Christ, by his death 
and resurrection, has made a new covenant with all who trust in him. We stand within this Covenant, and we bear 
his name. 
On the one side, God promises in this Covenant to give us new life in Christ. On the other side, we are 
pledged to live no more for ourselves but for him. Today therefore, we meet expressly, as generations before 
have met, to renew the Covenant which bound them, and binds us, to God.  
Beloved in Christ, let us again claim for ourselves this Covenant which God has made with his people, and take 
the yoke of Christ upon us. To take his yoke upon us means that we are content that he appoint us our place and 
work, and that he himself be our reward. 
Christ has many services to be done; some are easy, others are difficult; some bring honour, others bring 
reproach; some are suitable to our natural inclinations and material interests, others are contrary to both. 
In some way we may please Christ and please ourselves, in others we cannot please Christ except by deny-
ing ourselves. Yet the power to do all these things is given us in Christ, who strengthens us. Therefore let us 
make this Covenant of God our own. Let us give ourselves anew to him, trusting in his promises and relying 
on his grace. 
Lord God, Holy Father, since you have called us through Christ to share in this gracious Covenant; we take upon 
ourselves the joy of the yoke of obedience, and for love of you, engage ourselves to seek to do your perfect will.           
We are no longer our own but yours. 
I am no longer my own, but yours. Put me to what you will; rank me with whom you will; put me to doing, 
put me to suffering; let me be employed for you or laid aside for you, exalted for you, or brought low for 
you; let me be full, let me be empty; let me have all things, let me have nothing; I freely and wholeheartedly 
yield all things to your pleasure and disposal. And now, glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, you are mine and I am yours. So be it. And the covenant made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven.  

Invitation to sign your self with the sign of the cross. 
Priest    You are signed with the sign of the cross to show that you are marked as Christ’s own for ever. God has 
touched you with his love and given you a place among his people. 
All God promises to be with you in joy and in sorrow, to be your guide in life, and to bring you safely to 
heaven. 
 

The COMMISSION 
 

Minister:  Will you continue in the apostles teaching and fellowship,  
                 in the breaking of bread, and in prayers? 
All:          With the help of God, I will. 
Minister:  Will you persevere in resisting evil and,  
                 whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
All:          With the help of God, I will. 
Minister:  Will you proclaim by word and example  
                 the good news of God in Christ? 
All:          With the help of God, I will. 
Minister:  Will you seek to serve Christ in all people,  
                 loving your neighbour as yourself ? 
All:          With the help of God, I will. 
Minister:  Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority over human society,  
                 by prayer for the world and its leaders,  
                 by defending the weak, and by seeking peace and justice? 
All:          With the help of God, I will. 
Minister:  May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, that you may be rooted and grounded in love and bring 
forth the fruit of the Spirit. 
 

 God has welcomed us by baptism into his Church. 
All We are welcomed into the Lord’s Family. 
 We are members together of the Body of Christ; 
 We are children of the same heavenly Father; 
 We are inheritors together of the Kingdom of God. 
          As we are welcomed, so we are required to welcome others. We welcome you. 
 

 We are the body of Christ, in the one Spirit we were all baptised into one body. Let us then pursue all that 
makes for peace and builds up our common life.  
 
           The peace of the Lord be always with you. and also with you 


