
 

NEWS UPDATE – 3RD JANUARY 2021 

Happy New Year!   

A short News Update to start off 2021.  Places of Worship remain open for communal worship in the 

Brothertoft Group and the Sibsey and Frithville Group benefices.  A church in each group will 

continue to be open for worship every Sunday.   

Anyone is welcome to attend.  Social distancing, use of hand sanitiser, and face coverings are 

mandatory.  Avoid touching your nose, mouth and eyes without cleaning beforehand. Attendees will 

be allocated seating for them and their ‘bubble’ and household and they should avoid mixing with 

other people and their groups before, during and after any service.   Anyone who has symptoms of 

Covid19 should not attend and their bubble and household members should self-isolate at home 

while awaiting test results or if found to be positive.   

The Churchwarden and Leader of a Service will provide further specific guidance relevant to the 

location and service if necessary. 

Those who are vulnerable or clinically extremely vulnerable should ensure they follow guidance 

issued by the NHS and the Government to reduce the risk of transmission.   If you have been 

vaccinated follow the guidance given to you at the time and you must continue to follow the 

national guidance.  

For anyone unable to attend a service of worship the Church of England is broadcasting a national 

service online on their website, YouTube and Facebook channels every week – details follow.  

Reverend Clive is also providing a written service you can follow at home published on the ‘A Church 

Near You’ for the local church’s webpages alongside that week’s service details. 

A list of all the church services taking place throughout the month ahead will be published in the 

parish magazine, The Bridge.  The January 2020 edition will be published online on the ‘A Church 

Near You’ website on your local church’s webpage by the 8th January 2021. 

National Epiphany service from the 'land where it all happened' 
hears prayers for peace 

The Church of England is joining in worship with Christians in the Holy Land for a 
celebration of Epiphany in collaboration with Embrace the Middle East, a charity working 
in the region. 

The service will include prayers from Bethlehem and the Lord's Prayer in Aramaic, the 
language Jesus spoke. It will also bring together a parish in Birmingham; singing from 
King’s College, London, and Christian leaders from the Diocese of Jerusalem. 

It premieres on the Church of England website, Facebook and YouTube accounts at 9am 
on Sunday January 3rd. 

Epiphany is the time of year when Christians celebrate the revelation that God is 
incarnate as man in Jesus Christ. It is also when the Church remembers the visit of the 
Magi, or the Three Wise Men, to pay homage to the infant Jesus. 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/node/38142
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLecK8GovYoaYzIgyOElKZg
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The sermon, delivered from the “land where it all happened,” is from the Bishop of 
Jerusalem, the Rt Rev Hosam Naoum. 

“Epiphany, or Theophany, is the feast where we celebrate the events where Heaven and 
Earth were united," he will say.  "The text assigned for the Feast of Epiphany is very rich 
with imagery and symbolism, naming a few, the star from East, the presents the Magi 
brought with them, gold, incense and myrrh, and also a handful of kings. These symbols 
are important descriptions to the very meaning of the birth narratives and the meaning 
of God's incarnation in the life of the people whom God has visited and manifested God 
himself. We have to be led by the star of our faith and diligently make manifest the one 
true God, to all people.” 

Bishop Hosam will also encourage worshipers to pray for the “Little Town of Bethlehem” 
and for peace in the region. 

The service will be led by the Rev Debbie Collins, vicar of Holy Cross Billesley Common in 
Birmingham and a clergy ambassador for Embrace the Middle East. 

It will also feature Fr Boulos Khano, who is a Syriac priest and lives in St Mark’s 
Monastery in Jerusalem, who will chant the gospel reading and the Lord’s Prayer in 
Aramaic. 

Prayer of intercession will be led by a parishioner in a Bethlehem garden underneath an 
olive tree.  

He will call for the Holy Spirit to “empower us… to bring in your kingdom of mercy, 
justice, love, and peace.” 

 

 


