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Watch the service - Worship at Home for Plough Sunday 

Discover the celebration of Plough Sunday in this online service. 
Led by Rev Lindsay Yates, the service comes from Octagon Parish and 
features a sermon from Rev Will Adam.

 

The service is to be broadcast from 9am on Sunday on the Church of England’s website, Facebook 
page and YouTube channel.  The service remains available to view afterwards. 

An order of service is available to download online.  

All of the video content is manually subtitled. To turn these on, go to the bottom left of the video and 
click the filled-in box with two broken lines inside. The service is BSL-interpreted throughout. 

** 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.youtube.com/user/ArchbishopsCouncil
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-01/Plough%20Sunday%20OOS%20VFF%20AFN.pdf


 

 

Lincoln Cathedral 

The Chapter Letter 8th January 2021 

“Be still and know that I am God.” 
  
We have witnessed some extraordinary and alarming scenes this week as protesters stormed the Capitol, the 
very seat of democracy in America. Here at home crowds of covid-deniers have caused disturbances at our 
hospitals and reports continue to flow of civil disobedience over the lockdown regulations. The impact caused by 
heightened levels of stress is inevitable. The socioeconomic consequences of the pandemic have brought 
anxiety about food and job security, frustration about lockdown restrictions and discontent with those tasked with 
leadership. In just the opening days, 2021 has already proved to be an eventful year! 
  
I was reminded of that very successful piece of branding that was around a few years back “Keep calm and 
carry on”. 
  
Alongside this practice and wisdom of seeking to remain steady in stormy times, we can find a rich resource in 
the spiritual discipline of contemplation: making space to foster a deep consciousness of God in the midst of 
everything. It is what we call Presence. 
  
Richard Rohr the Franciscan friar and teacher suggests that only the contemplative mind can bring forward the 
new consciousness that is needed to awaken a more loving, just, and sustainable world. 
  
“We practice letting go of personal agendas, our own anger, fear and judgments. In the empty space created by 
this release, we invite God to speak and seek to listen.” 
  
It is essentially about a spirituality that practices attending to God in the present moment. As well as the classical 
contemplative practice of prayer, others use the daily dog walk or their running regime to tune their heart, mind 
and body Godward. Yoga, mindfulness, lectio divina and meditation, could also be described as vehicles for 
contemplative practice. 
  
I have been reading a book by Susan Beaumont entitled How to lead when you don’t know where you’re 
going.  She offers some thoughts on mastering the art of Presence. 
  
“The good news is that the grace of God covers it all. We simply need to keep putting one foot in front of the 
other, engaging in the journey that emerges. In the end Presence is a gift of God.” 
  
We live in unsettling times and perhaps more than ever need to draw deep to sustain equilibrium. As a 
community our practice of Presence could be the leaven society needs to dampen down unrest. 
  
By the grace of God, may we reach towards that place of stillness and calm where we can say with the great 
mystic and contemplative Julian of Norwich: all shall be well, and all shall be well and all manner of things shall 
be well. 
 
  
DEAN CHRISTINE 

** 
 
  



RoadHoG bus service 

RoadHoG bus visits to Sibsey have been suspended for the lockdown period. 

Updated – 6/1/21 – The Prime Minister announced further restrictions due to the increasing 
number of infections of the Covid-19 virus with a national lock-down. This means the 
project will remain off the road and our only contact with you will continue through our 
online prayer room and the online “Distance Dilemma” activities. We call it “Distance 
Dilemmas” because, although we don’t like the distance the virus causes, we understand 
that as a community we need to play our part in protecting the most vulnerable, and at risk 
until the new vaccines kick in. 

WE WILL BE BACK SOON. As soon as the vaccine kicks in, the brighter weather comes when we 
can get outside and when it is safe, we can’t wait to get back on the road. We will keep you posted, 
but we really hope to open and meet young people to provide them with a dry place to serve a hot 
drink, some socially distanced games, a listening ear and take-away sheets. It has been good to 
see young people make use of our prayer room and have a try winning a roadHoG Goody Bag. 
Keep them coming. As soon as we can, and in consultation with the Lincolnshire Police, we will be 
back to visit in 8 different communities. 
 
Our schools work has been hit very hard by the Covid-19 restrictions. However, we remain very 
positive as the vaccinations are distributed, in time, our need to distance will reduce. Social 
Distancing is the greatest challenge to the bus opening. We are very thankful to the Slavanka 
Trust who have provided us with a grant to sustain our schools work and stay in contact with local 
schools. This grant has enabled us to start booking dates from February to July with primary and 
secondary schools. Currently 50% of our available dates are booked. We will in close contact with 
schools as to whether these bookings go ahead. 

 

** 

'The Blessing' for Lincolnshire 

Singers from parishes across the Diocese joined with those of many other churches to 
create Lincolnshire's own version of 'The Blessing' which became a national hit earlier 
in the year. 

https://www.theslavankatrust.org/
https://www.theslavankatrust.org/


 

From Scunthorpe (St Hugh, Old Brumby) to Market Deeping (St Guthlac) via 
Horncastle (St Mary) singers have contributed to this powerful song which also shows 
some of the work churches do to serve their communities, such as Foodbanks and 
Street Pastors. 

One of these is Stepping Stones, a regular 'pop up' community charity shop based at St 
George's, Swallowbeck. 

The song is inspired by the famous blessing in Numbers 6:24-26 - "The Lord bless you 
and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine on you and be gracious to you; the Lord 
turn his face toward you and give you peace." In the Bible this blessing was for the 
Aaron and the priests to say over Israel. The Lincolnshire Blessing is a prayer for all the 
people in the communities we serve, as churches working together. 

The video is on You Tube 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://youtu.be/zcfgCgk3usA


 

 

LRSN is open for business and ready, willing and able to help you, whatever your problem, wherever you are in 

Lincolnshire. If you or someone you know needs to talk through an issue, please contact us using our helpline 
number, 0800 138 1710.  Visit  www.lrsn.co.uk 

** 

Response from the Bishop of London to new Covid-19 restrictions 

04/01/2021 
Following Monday's statement by the Prime Minister, Boris Johnson, detailing new 
restrictions in England to control the spread of Covid-19, The Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, 
who chairs the Church of England’s Covid Recovery Group, said:  

“The Prime Minister’s words tonight underline the severity of the situation for the country, as the 
virus continues to spread rapidly. At a time like this, the Church is here to offer comfort and 
spiritual support to everyone. We have a duty to care for each other, but particularly those who 
are vulnerable or who may be most at risk. 

“The Government has chosen not to suspend public worship in England at this time and we will 
continue to follow the guidance and ensure that churches remain as safe as possible. The 
Government guidance on the safe use of places of worship makes clear that those attending a 
place of worship must not mingle with anyone outside their household or support bubble.  

“However, some may feel that it is currently better not to attend in person, and there will be 
parishes which decide to offer only digital services for the time-being. Clergy who have 
concerns, and others who are shielding, should take particular care and stay at home. 

“I would urge everyone in our churches to pray for those on the front line in our public services - 
the NHS and those working in social care, for schools and many others on whom we depend; 
and for parents and carers of children at this anxious and stressful time. 

“There is hope. The vaccination programme is underway and, as Christians, we have a deeper 
hope in God that comforts us beyond fear itself. As we have been remembering this Christmas 
Season, even in the midst of our darkest fears, that hope brings light.”  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home


Take 1 minute a day to report your health daily on the COVID-19 Symptom 
Study app even if you are well.  Help science beat the virus. 

    Find out more at https://covid.joinzoe.com/ 

  

https://covid.joinzoe.com/


Latest figures 
The Johns Hopkins Covid-19 Dashboard appears to be one of the best source for statistics on the spread of 
the virus.  It is possible to see statistics and graphs for 188 countries with the latest known information. 
 

 
 

 
 
  

https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6


Mental health 
• The Church of England has produced some mental health reflections to help you in this time of 

uncertainty. You can access them at:  cofe.io/MentalHealth. 

• The Mental Health Foundation has also produced some useful resources, which can be found at: 
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus 

• You can find a host of other mental health resources from a variety of different organisations and 
charities.       https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-
supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/ 
                 https://www.mind.org.uk  

• Some helpful books and resources are also available from Sacristy Press at 
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources#  

 
Further links to mental health charities can be found on the NHS webpages at 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/mental-health-helplines/ 
 

Topical Prayers 

The Church of England website offers words you can use in your prayers for all kinds of situations 
ranging from the everyday to personal situations, family events and prayers for others.  If you need 
some help finding the right words, please go to the Church of England website here 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/topical-prayers 

Daily Hope 

Daily Hope is a free phone number (0800 804 8044) offering music, prayers and reflections as well as 
full worship services from the Church of England at the end of a telephone line. We are delighted that 
the Comfort and Joy reflections, services and some of the music will also be available throughout 
Advent and Christmas. This will enable as many people as possible to access the content we are 
developing. 

 

  

https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health/supporting-good-mental-health
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mind.org.uk/
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/mental-health-helplines/
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/topical-prayers


 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 


