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Hi!  I’m Karen and my role as a Children and Families Worker is to encourage 

and support local families across the town of March. In doing this, I am hoping to 

encourage new adults and children to come to know God’s love in their lives. I 

am also working across St John’s, St Mary’s, St Peter’s and St Wendreda’s 

churches offering support with groups already running in those places. Practi-

cally speaking, this has sometimes found me up to my elbows in jelly having a 

messy time in the morning, followed by a quick dash to play dodgeball at 

lunchtime!  

 

Another part of my role is to build links and networks between the church and schools, charities, 

agencies and local services. I am  already working closely with both All Saints and Burrowmoor pri-

mary schools, delivering assemblies, running self-esteem mentoring groups and collective worship 

classes. Outreach work is developing further via Community Fareshare, Holiday Hunger programmes, 

family parenting support, Messy Church and Baptism follow up  schemes. 

 

I have been a member of St John’s Church for almost 25 years, and all three of my children were bap-

tised and had their first Holy Communion there. I am a Junior Church and Youth Group leader at St 

John’s and am currently half way through my training towards becoming a Licensed Lay Minister. 

                      Karen   

     
 

 

Email: karen.marchchurches@outlook.com    Mobile: 07738 294 726      Office: 01354 607590 

‘We pray to be generous and visible people of Jesus Christ’  



Name: Karen Pritchard 

Which church/es do you usually attend? 

Mostly St John’s, but I do try to attend the other churches within the Team Ministry when I can. 

What is your current role within the church and what does it entail? 

I am employed as a Children & Families Worker as part of the Changing Market Towns Initiative and this entails me build-
ing on the relationships the churches currently have in our town but also trying to create new opportunities for our 
churches to engage with our community. I have been involved with two of the primary schools since I began the role and 
am hoping to be able to make links with the remainder at some point. I am also a recently licensed Lay Minister, or Read-
er, which allows me to have more participation in assisting at church services. 

How long have you lived in the area? Where are you from originally? 

I moved to March in 1988 from a village named Needingworth, near St Ives, Cambs, where I had lived since I was born. 

What is your previous experience/background/career? 

Prior to becoming a Children & Families Worker my background was in secretarial/administration roles. I spent a few years 
as a stay at home Mum whilst my children were small and became involved with St John’s Junior Church through their 
attendance there. I have been helping to lead Junior Church for over 20 years and this helped me discern my call to do the 
work I am now involved in. 

What do you like to do in your spare time? 

I love to read when I have any spare time, but the job keeps me fairly busy as I am always trying to research ways in which 
we can engage our community with church life. I also like to sleep! 

Which piece of scripture has had the greatest effect on you and why? 

There are several pieces of scripture that have had a great effect on me over the years, but there are a couple that I always 
seem to come back to: 
  
Mark 10: 45 “For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.” Jesus knew 
exactly what he was getting into and he knew exactly how it would end, but he was still willing to serve us all and this 
blows my mind every time I think about it as I don’t know that I could be that selfless. 
  
Matthew 19: 13-14 “Then little children were being brought to him in order that he might lay his hands on them and pray 
……, but Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and dd not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of 
heaven belongs.’ I have learned so much from the children I have had the pleasure of knowing during their years at Junior 
Church and love how they notice things we, as adults, forget to appreciate. 

What is your favourite song/piece of music? 

Favourite hymn: Be still for the presence of the Lord. I like loads of different types of ‘pop’ songs and music and would find 
it really hard to pick a favourite. 

Who is the most famous person you’ve met? 

Paul Shane – Ted Bovis from Hi-de-Hi – I was invited up on stage during a pantomime I went to as a child for some reason I 
can’t even remember. As a small child I presented flowers to some politician who was visiting our primary school but I 
can’t remember who it was; I know he arrived by helicopter and was quite well-known at the time but I was more excited 
about the helicopter! 

What is your favourite food? 

Crisps and cake! 

Tell us something about yourself that not many people know… 

I learned to play the flute when I was 11/12. 

Time to Get to Know… 


