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Parish Contacts: 
 

Priest in Charge 
Rev. Tracey Caswell  
07742 999633 
Email: revtlcaswell@gmail.com 
 

Associate Priest  
Rev. Sue Godsmark 
01621 891513 
Email : suegodsmark@aol.com  
 

If you are unable to contact the Priest or 
Associate Priest please speak to the Churchwarden: 
 

Churchwarden 
Karen Tarpey:      01621 892122 
 

Services 
Details of online worship can be found on page 7. 
 

Baptisms 
For enquiries about baptisms, please contact Rev’d Sue 
Godsmark. 
 

Magazine: 
Enquiries:  Helen Mutton:   01621 891067 
Adverts:   Pauline Stebbing:  01621 892059  
Email:  parishmagazinetotham@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Website:  
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6657 

 

St Peter’s Church Contact  Details 
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Update on St Peter’s Church  
 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank those people who very kindly 
donated money to St Peter’s Church 
this year; “one off donations”, 
sponsoring candles in memory of a 
loved one, those who both regularly 
give during a church service and have 
continued to do so even during the 
times they did not attend church for any 
reason.   We really do appreciate your 
generosity at any time, but especially 
when times were not easy for us during 
2020 and possibly 2021.  Many of you 
will have had more pressing things to 
think about, so it was nice that you 
remembered St Peter’s, even through 
the periods when we were not holding 
services. We are grateful that your generosity continues. However, we were 
unable to hold our usual fund raising events; additionally,  this year was 
supposed to be our flower festival and we do still have to pay for the upkeep of 
our church and pay the Diocese towards various costs, including our Vicar. 
 

Christmas was different for everyone this year and the church was no exception. 
In the past, I have heard some say that, by the time the midnight service is held, 
they have had enough of singing carols.  I don’t think they will be saying that this 
year, providing we can hold the Christmas services in 2021.  At our Nine 
Lessons and Carols and Midnight services in 2020, three of us in the community 

choir found it extremely hard not singing 
along to the music during the services.  
We will never moan again about those 
high notes, Colin, well not for a couple 
of months! 
 

In the absence of the Christingle 
Services being held in church, a lot of 
hard work had gone into preparing a 
“Covid-safe” Christingle event.  We had 
bought extra lights to illuminate the 
Church; a candle lit pathway would lead 
you to the beautiful, newly provided 
nativity scene and the usual treats from 
Father Christmas in the  
 

/continued on next page 
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Church News 

/continued from previous page 
 

form of  sweets, all individually wrapped 
and all 1 metre-plus apart.  When we 
then entered tier 4, we were forced to 
cancel the event that we were so look-
ing forward to. 
 

Midnight Service was held at 10pm this 
year and was attended by 19 people, all 
socially distanced.  It was lovely to see 
you all in church.  The service was held 
at 10pm because it was midnight in 
Bethlehem and would have given a 
band of cleaners time to sanitise the 
pews in readiness for the Christmas 
morning service.  But, of course, we 
were forced to cancel the Christmas 
morning service. 
 

Although the government has not, this time, closed places of worship, we feel 
that we have a duty of care to our congregation and the people of Great Totham 
and surrounding areas, and therefore have decided to close the church until fur-
ther notice.  
 

The nativity scene was placed in the church extension during December and 
January for those walking though the churchyard to view.  We know that many 
took this opportunity from the comments we have received. 
 

There is a list of telephone numbers on page 6 of people connected with St Pe-
ter’s church who you are more than 
welcome to contact for any reason, 
should you feel the need to. 
 

We look forward to the time when we 
can meet, either in church, at coffee 
mornings or at other events, when we 
are permitted to restart.  When we able 
to do do so, why not join one of our 
weekly meetings, such as Knit and 
Natter, Bible Study groups or commu-
nity choir practice. 
   

For the next few months we will contin-
ue to see you around the village.  
Please keep safe. 

Karen Tarpey 
Churchwarden  
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Church News 

Thanks 
 

Many people have been involved in keeping St. Peter's open over the 
past six months or so, both for services and private prayer.  Our thanks 
go to them all, but special thanks go to Karen, Bob and Adam Tarpey, 
whose organisation and practical skills ensured that the church was open 
and we were kept safe.  

Philippa Hardy-King 

Contact details 
 

For anyone self-isolating, we would love you to chat to us between 4pm - 
8pm: 
 
Bob Tarpey   01621  892122 (after 6 o’clock) 
Sheila Allen   01621  892334 
Isobel Doubleday  01621  891329 (try at any reasonable time) 
Mary Owers   01621  892885 
Paul Smith    01621  893153 
Sandra Smith   01621  893153 
Janet Gleghorn   01621  892746 
Philippa Hardy-King  01621  892387 
Martyn Hardy-King  01621  892387 
Janice Spalding   01621  892197 
Sue Keyes    01621  891220 
Vanessa Ellams   01621  893148 
June Eaton    01621  891315 
Karin Mann    01621  891215 
Nick Scholey   01621  891172 
Rev’d Sue Godsmark  01621  891513 (try at any reasonable time) 

200+ Club Draw Winners 
 

November    December 
 

1st Prize: Sandra Smith  1st Prize: Mary Owers 
  2nd Prize: Karen Tarpey           2nd Prize: Daphne Taplin 

3rd Prize: Sandra Mackie  3rd Prize: Liz Bamford 
 

If you would like to join the scheme, whose proceeds benefit the church, 
please contact Roger Allen on 892334. 
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Church News 

In your prayers at home this month, please include: 
 

Our ‘Friendship Church’ - Bragernes Kirke, Drammen, Norway. 
Adam, Keith, Mick, John, Pat, Sylvia and Dennis. 

Online Worship at St Peter’s Church 
 

Rev. Tracey and others within the Blackwater 
Benefice are regularly broadcasting ‘Morning 
Prayer’  at 10am on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays on our Facebook page.  Follow 

the link from our website under the heading ‘Morning Prayer for Today’: 
 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6657/  
 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersChurchGreatTotham/ 
 
Sunday Eucharist is available on ‘YouTube’ using the link on our website 
or direct using the ‘URL’ (Uniform Resource Locator or Web address.): 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuMHtbsdz2Enbj0TdEmE3-g/
videos  
 

Visit the website or Facebook page for up to date information on 
resumption of services, or contact Rev Sue (891513), Karin Mann 
(891215) or Karen Tarpey (892122). 
 

For details of Evensong by Zoom contact Rev Sue. 
 

North Blackwater Parishes have produced pages specifically for young 
children, found by downloading their page on our website. 
 

In addition, the Church of England is providing a ‘Daily Hope’ line which 
offers music, prayers and reflections, as well as full worship 
services, at the end of a telephone line. This may be found at: 
 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/
coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line 

 

If you are considering baptism for yourself or your children, confirmation, 
weddings, funeral arrangements, Holy Communion at home, or you 
would just like a visit, please get in touch with Rev. Tracey Harvey, Rev. 
Sue Godsmark or the Churchwarden (see page 3 for contact details). 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuMHtbsdz2Enbj0TdEmE3-g/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuMHtbsdz2Enbj0TdEmE3-g/videos
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line
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Ministry Team’s Message 

  
 
 

Life continues to change at a pace, and in a way that I suspect few of us 
would have imagined back in the summer, as England goes back into an 
almost March 2020-level of lockdown. 
 

l see hope on the horizon, the first person in the UK who is 82 received 
the new Oxford Covid vaccine, we now see another glimmer of hope, 
even through it will take several months for our NHS to roll out the 
vaccine into our communities.  
 

I always seem to have my hope restored as the start of February gets 
closer. We can see an end to the dark days of December and January 
slowly passing by. Our gardens start to come back to life, snowdrops, 
daffodils, crocuses and many other plants and trees start to show signs 
of life once again. For me, being a keen gardener, it is an exciting time 
and, as someone who enjoys the countryside, it gives me hope as l start 
to plan what l will try to grow in my garden and allotment during the next 
growing season.  
 

I also have hope in my heart that one day we will return to a normal way 
of life once again. With hope in all our hearts, we all look forward to 
meeting up with family, friends and neighbours and enjoying each other’s 
company once again. 
 

The way we live our lives has changed so much over the last year, things 
we took for granted have had to be changed. I am sure, like me, you are 
still trying to figure out what the future will mean for us all, as we try to 
understand more about the world in these strange times. I have been 
thinking about how l manage the expectations of others, and my own 
possibilities, as we move forward into spring and summer. 
 

I have thought quite a lot about being in the Prime Minister’s or the 
Health Secretary’s shoes over the last year. Imagine having to negotiate 
those existential challenges while all around you things change in ways 
you cannot control, living through an experience that is likely to reshape 
your immediate future, in ways you cannot really begin to imagine. We 
have not seen anything like this since the Second World War.  
 

/continued on next page 
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/continued from previous page 
 

Our generation of young people have never had to face this until 
recently, having the rug pulled from under them in the way we see 
playing out in front of us every day on the news. Young people are an 
important part of every community.  l am sure, like me, you have thought 
about how we might support and encourage these young people at this 
time of crisis and going forward, whether they are part of a church 
community or not. In every one of our churches during February, we 
have a great deal to celebrate with our communities and young people; 
we have the presentation of Jesus in the Temple, the purification of Mary, 
Candlemas, National Marriage Week and the beginning of Lent, each 
one highlighting a particular aspect of life in our community. 
 

At Candlemas, the tradition is for Anglicans, Methodists, Lutherans, 
Orthodox and Roman Catholics to have all the candles that would be 
used during the coming year carried in the procession and blessed. 
Those who were present at the service would take home a candle. This 
is an outward and visible sign of Jesus Christ, who illumines our heart 
and inner being. 
 

40 days after Christmas, the infant Jesus was presented in the temple of 
Jerusalem and placed in the arms of Simeon who declared: 
 

Lord you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have 
promised. 
 

For these eyes of mine have seen the saviour, whom you have prepared 
for all the world to see: A light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of 
your people Israel. 
 

Even on those darkest days, we all have the light of Jesus Christ with us 
and that light brings hope to us all. May the light of Christ be in each one 
of our hearts today and in the coming weeks. 

Andrew Vince  
Licensed Lay Worker 

 
 
 

 

Church News 

Photographs 
 

On many occasions, photographs are taken of adults and children for the Parish 
Magazine, Church Website and Church Facebook page to record the life and 
work of the church in Great Totham.  
 

If at any time you would prefer that a photograph was neither kept nor used, 
please indicate this to the photographer who will delete the image. 
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Candlemas 
 

The Bible and Candlemas; is there a connection? There is no reference to 
Candlemas in the Bible, but we celebrate Candlemas because of a biblical 
event.  The day is one of the oldest holy days of the Christian Church  
celebrated in Jerusalem since AD386. This feast has several names and is 
celebrated on 2nd February, in Scandinavian Lutheran churches, always on a 
Sunday, and at the latest on 8th February.  It is known as the Feast of the 
Presentation of Jesus Christ or the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, but the usual and popular name is Candlemas Day – the Christian Festival 
of Light.   
 

It was originally a pagan feast, the old Norse name was Kyndel, which means 
candle, but was adopted by the Christian church, and on this day, candles to be 
used in church the coming year were blessed.   Many Christian worshippers also 
brought their often very elaborate and highly treasured  candles, which were 
taken home afterwards to be lighted at times of stress, during storms, in 
sickrooms and at the bedside of the dying. Kyndelsmesse was, in the 
Scandinavian countries, an important feast celebrated with traditional Christmas 
food; it was the conclusion of the Christmas-Epiphany season and churches 
were richly decorated and illuminated with 7-armed candlesticks.  
 

According to the Law of Moses, a woman was unclean for 40 days after the birth 
of her child and the mother of Jesus was not allowed with her child  in the temple 
until then to complete the ritual of the traditional purification.  Christmas was, in 
the West, celebrated on 25th December from at least AD354, when it was fixed 
by Pope Liberius. 40 days after 25th  December is 2nd February. 
 

The Presentation of Jesus Christ at the temple celebrates the meeting between 
baby Jesus and the old man Simeon and the day was known as St Simeon Day.   
Simeon realised that baby Jesus was no ordinary child, but the Christ, and calls 
him the light of the world. 
 

Candlemas, from the latin 'Candelarum Misa', became a non-religious feast 
celebrating light, marking mid-winter when half the year between 1st November  
and 1st May has gone.  In the mid-17th century, Christmas decorations and the 
manger were expected to stay in place until Candlemas, and this remained the 
norm until the 19th century.  Candlemas was, in many countries, abolished as a 
religious holiday in 1770, together with several other days, including the 3 rd day 
of Christmas, 3rd day of Easter, Our Lady's Day (25th March) and 24thJune.  
Marking the birth of St John the Baptist, this was originally a pagan feast for Sun 
Solstice, but was later altered to be a Christian tradition.  There is, however, a 
growing popularity for churches to revive old traditions and calendar feasts.  
Candlemas is again celebrated in churches with an abundance of candles. 
 

Karin Mann 
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Lent 2021 
 

“Just as a bulb cannot be ready for Spring unless it has lived 
through Winter, so Christians cannot be ready for Easter unless 

they have observed Lent - God’s Springtime”  
Joyce Huggett 

 
Writing in the beginning of January, it was such a delight to see the 
promise of Spring to come when noticing the tiny snowdrop shoots just 
peeping through the soil of our cottage garden on a very cold winter’s 
day. 
 
As usual the 40 days of Lent begin on Ash Wednesday which falls on 
17th February this year. The period in the church calendar called Lent is 
to commemorate, and indeed, celebrate, the 40 days leading up to 
Easter. We remember the very beginning of Christ’s public ministry when 
the Holy Spirit sent him into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 
 
Christians will treat Lent as an opportunity to practice acts of 
unselfishness and love to others in tribute to Jesus. This will sometimes 
take the form of acts of self denial, but also thankfulness and 
remembrance of all Christ has done for them. Often people will practise a 
token of self-denial by temporarily foregoing treats such as chocolate or 
alcohol. Self denial is a discipline which, in a very small way, helps us 
appreciate what Jesus went through for our sake. 
 
Under normal circumstances, St Peter’s Church, Great Totham, holds a 
Bible study course over the Lent period, which has been a blessing. In 
fact we had just begun a course last year when we were forced to shut 
down. At that time we were confident that we would be able to 
commemorate Lent in 2021 in the usual way. Mmmm … maybe not. 
 
May you know the presence of Jesus always and especially as we look 
forward to the special time of Easter, a season of great hope – God’s 
Springtime. 

Paul Smith 
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Robert King 
LCC  UEI  C&G 

Landscapes 
Established 1973 

 

Phone 01621 788411 
Mob. 07748 638530 

 * All Garden Work & Maintenance 

 * Jobs Large and Small 

 * Patios 

 * Fencing 

 * Garden Design 

 * Tree Surgery 

 * Driveway Construction 

Free Quotations 

Misted Windows 

Broken Locks 

We Can Supply And Fit: 

Replacement Sealed Units 

Hinges, Locks and 

Handles 
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Text for the Week: February 

7th February 
 

Be kind and helpful to one another, 
tender-hearted, compassionate, 
understanding, forgiving one 
another readily and freely just as 
God in Christ also forgave you. 
 

Ephesians 4:32 

14th February 
 

We wait in hope for the Lord; he is 
our help and our shield. In him our 
hearts rejoice, for we trust in his 
holy name. May your unfailing love 
be with us, Lord, even as we put our 
hope in you. 

Psalm 33:20 

21st February 
 

A poor person’s farm may produce 
much food, but injustice sweeps it 
all away. 

 
 

Proverbs 13:23 

28th February 
 
A woman who fears the Lord is to 
be praised. Honour her for all that 
her hands have done, and let her 
works bring her praise at the city 
gate. 

Proverbs 31:30-31 

Bible Readings: February 

7th February 
Second Sunday before Lent 

(Gospel) 

Ps. 104. 26-end 
Col. 1. 15-20 
John 1. 1-14 

14th February 
Sunday next before Lent 

(Gospel) 

Ps. 50. 1-6 
1 Cor. 4. 3-6 
Mark 9. 2-9 

21st February 
First Sunday of Lent 

(Gospel) 

Ps. 25. 1-9 
1 Pet. 3. 18-end 
Mark 1. 9-15 

28th February 
Second Sunday of Lent 

(Gospel) 

Gen. 17. 1-7, 15-16 
Rom. 4. 13-end 
Mark 8. 31-end 
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Gas                         Oil 

B P A Kennedy 
Plumbing and Heating 

Engineer 
 

Gas and oil boiler servicing/repair 
New boilers 

Central heating up grades/repair 
New radiators 

Desludging available 
New bathrooms 
Ball valves etc 

Telephone : 
Home   01621 890039 
Mobile   07879 643583 

mobile 07879 
643583 

 Hughes And Son 

 Landscapes 
 

Driveway And Patio Paving 

Specialists 

Hard and soft Landscaping 
 

Block paving and Natural 

Stone 

Slabs and fencing 

Repairs, cleaning and sealing 

 

Qualified writtle college FD / 

HND 

Well established locally (est 

1999) 

 

Free no obligation estimates 

Public Liability  -  

Approved waste Carrier 

 

01621892789/0776207833

8 

Based in Great Totham  

Great Totham Garage 
2 Hall Road , Great Totham,  

Maldon, Essex , CM9 8NN 
 

A family run business for over 40 
years, providing all aspects of 

vehicle repair and maintenance. 
 

Providing free local collection & 
delivery.  Courtesy car on request. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

PROUD MEMBER OF “GOOD 
GARAGE SCHEME.CO.UK” WITH 

AN OVER 99% 
RECOMMENDATION. 

 
MOT TESTS £45 

TELEPHONE: 01621 891264 

SERVICING                 MOT             DIAGNOSTICS 

ACCOUNTANT & TAX 
CONSULTANT 

 
Small Businesses  

& Family Company Accounts 
 

Self Assessment Tax Returns 
 

Exceptional Service 
 

Pleased to Visit 
 

Call : JONATHAN R CLARK ,  FCCA 
 

CHARTERED CERTIFIED 
ACCOUNTANT 

 
Tel : 01621- 892324 
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Deborah Cannom 
 

Bespoke Painting & Decorating 
Est 1995 

 
Locally based, professionally qualified 

painter and decorator with over 20 
years’ experience specialising in both 

interior and exterior painting 
 

Bespoke service which offers as little 
disruption to your home environment 

as possible 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tel: 01621 850927 

Mob: 07790 337895 
 

deborahcannom@y7mail.com 
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1 THE OLD IRONWORKS, FULLBRIDGE, MALDON, ESSEX. CM9 4LE 
TEL: 01621 841300          E.MAIL: SALES@WICKHAM-FLOORING.CO.UK 

 

OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING YOUR BEST QUALITY CARPETS, 
VINYLS, 

LAMINATES AND LVT FLOORINGS USING OUR FREE ESTIMATING SERVICE, 
AND EXPERIENCED FITTERS. 

LARGE SHOWROOM WITH MOST MANUFACTURERS ON OFFER.  
AMPLE FREE PARKING. 

 

 
C. HARRINGTON 

Fencing 
 
 
 

All Types of Fencing & 
Gates Erected 

 
 

*FREE ESTIMATES* 
 
 

Mobile: 07946 612222 

mailto:SALES@WICKHAM-FLOORING.CO.UK
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Village News 

Church Smashes Glass Ceilings! 
 
 

The Right Reverend Dr Guli Francis-Dehqani will be the next Bishop of 
Chelmsford, succeeding the Most Reverend Stephen Cottrell, who 
became Archbishop of York earlier this year. 
 

Bishop Guli is currently Bishop of Loughborough in the Diocese of 
Leicester, a post she has occupied since late 2017. Bishop Guli will take 
up her new appointment in 2021 and is the first female and first BAME 
Bishop of Chelmsford! 
 

Closer to home, Revd Tracy Caswell is Priest-in-Charge of St. Peter’s, 
Great Totham, as well as the other six churches in our new Blackwater 
Benefice. Assisting clergy are Revd Sue Godsmark and Revd Sarah 
Clare.  
 

The Archdeacon of Colchester is The Ven Ruth Patten and the Area 
Rural Advisor The Revd Canon Janet Nicholls. Our Wardens at Great 
Totham are Karen Tarpey, Karin Mann and Mary Owers. 
 

Even though the New Testament was written in a time when women in 
society were not given equal prominence with men, there are many who 
were. Notable among those were Mary, the Mother of Jesus, of course. 
Then, Mary of Bethany, Mary Magdalene, Elisabeth, Anna, Lydia, 
Priscilla, as well as Rhoda, Eunice, Lois, Bernice, Phoebe, Chloe and 
Claudia.  There are many more un-named, such as the wife of Pontius 
Pilate and the Syrophenician woman.   
 

How dependent Our Lord himself was on women when he walked the 
earth and how fitting that the first person to see Him after the resurrection 
was Mary of Magdala. 
 

The misogyny ascribed to St Paul is not supported by Scripture in the 
opinion of this writer.  He too relied on them in his ministry and supported 
and praised them.  
 

We are blessed to have so many women in leadership roles in the church 
today. 

 
Paul Smith 
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SOUTHWOOD TIMBER 
 

SUPPLIERS OF TIMBER & FENCING TO TRADE & GENERAL PUBLIC 
 

Treated Sawn Timber, Posts & Sleepers 
Machined Rounds & Half Rounds 

Post & Rail, Field Gates. 
Regularised Treated Timber 

Fence Panels, Concrete Posts & Gravel Boards 
Trellis 

Purpose Made Timber Products including Sheds, Stables, 
Field Shelters, Pergolas, Gazeboes, Rose Arches 

and almost anything so long as its made from Timber. 
Flat Pack Log Cabins & Children’s Play Houses. 

Logs, Coal & Kindling 
Electric & Stock Fencing 

 
Call in and see Sam or Jack 

Open Monday to Friday 8am to 5pm 
Saturday 8am to 1pm 

 
Broad Street Green Road, Gt. Totham, 01621 891999 

 
www.southwoodtimber.co.uk 

 

Yoga Classes  
 

This term, our practice will resonate with 
the moon phases, creating space and 
focusing on our intentions for moving 

forwards 
 

We will salute the sun and invite its  
energy to encourage growth 

 

Rest and restore and re-set 

 

Practice will be gentle, yet focused; self-
caring and yet with awareness of purpose 

 

Join me and other like-minded people 
in creating positive change from within 

on Zoom  
10am Friday and 6pm Tuesday 

 

Contact Karen 07903850389 
yogarestores@gmail.com 

Heidi’s Here 
 

Providing personal care, 
practical support and 

companionship. 
 

A personalised service tailored 
to individual requirements. 

 
Telephone: Heidi Barclay  

 07854 156745  
for more information 

 
Fully insured, DBS checked & 

 references available 
 

Email: heidi.stubbings@sky.com  

http://www.southwoodtimber.co.uk/
mailto:heidi.stubbings@sky.com
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News from the Belfry  
I would like to wish you all a belated Happy New Year and let us hope we all get 
the jab soon! On 10th December, the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers 
(CCCBR) announced that all towers in Tiers 1, 2 and 3 could ring up to six bells 
at Christmas, providing the ropes were at least 1 metre apart. Two days later, 
Janice, our Tower Captain, checked the distances between the ropes and it was 
a close call with ropes 3 to 4 and 5 to 6 measuring the minimum distance. 
However, we moved into Tier 4 on 17th December, coinciding with the 
announcement of the band to ring on Christmas morning. A further update from 
the CCCBR on 21st December told us all to stay at home, the church was 
subsequently closed and Christmas Services went online. Not a good ending to 
the year! 
 

I bought my wife a very interesting book for Christmas about Essex and this is a 
tale taken from it. The Curate at St Mary’s, Prittlewell, now part of Southend, 
from 25th October 1822 was the Irish born theologian Frederick Nolan. He liked 
the quiet life in order to write his books, so therefore did not take kindly to being 
woken at 5am in the morning by the enthusiastic band of bell-ringers. He was a 
patient man and well thought of in the community and had endured the early 
morning bells for 18 years. He remonstrated with them and asked them to make 
a later start at 8am, however, they refused to alter their ways. Finally, things 
came to a head when he took matters into his own hands and promptly cut off 
the bell ropes with a carving knife. He then locked the church, instructing the 
local constable to stop the bell ringers entering. They retaliated by breaking the 
rectory windows, causing Frederick to swap his carving knife for a pistol, which 
he used to fire warning shots. The bell ringers then tried to gain entry to the 
church by climbing over the roof, with Frederick pointing his pistol at them. The 
church authorities had no option but to intervene and they fined the bell-ringers. 
However, the leader of the band refused to pay and was imprisoned for a few 
months. Despite his unpopularity with the ringers, Frederick remained at St 

Mary’s for 42 years, but an 
effigy of him was burnt on 
Bonfire Night! The moral of 
this tale is that it really is a 
good idea for Clergy and 
bell ringers to live together 
harmoniously! 
 

The above details were 
taken from “The Little Book 
of Essex” by Dee Gordon 
and “The AZ of Curious 
Essex” by Paul Wreyford. 
 

Andrew and Catherine Hood 

https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&pto=aue&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=de&sp=nmt4&u=https://maricopa1.files.wordpress.com/2016/05/prittlewell1.jpg&usg=ALkJrhj3Z5y_QsYAekgqHbZdLz6Qnj7mrQ
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Village News 

“The Pips” 
 
A lot of people may associate “The Pips” with being the backing group for 
Gladys Knight, but most people hear “the pips” fairly regularly and don’t really 
notice them at all as they have become common over the past 96 years. I am, of 
course, referring to what is officially known as the Greenwich Time Signal. 
 

Just two years after the British Broadcasting Company (as it was known then) 
began its transmissions, it was decided that some form of time signal was 
required in order to synchronise the country’s clocks etc. This was to be done 
under the control of the UK’s arbiter of time, the Royal Observatory in 
Greenwich. 
 

At first the process was a little haphazard with early broadcasts using their own 
ad hoc version of what became known as “the pips” at 8pm and 9pm. This was 
when the main news programmes of the day were broadcast. At first the 
announcer played the Westminster chimes on a piano, which was later replaced 
by tubular bells! As this proved popular, allowing listeners to readjust their 
watches and clocks, the BBC decided to utilise a slightly more high-tech 
approach. This was done by buying clocks from a company called The 
Synchronome Company. These clocks had very audible clicks or ticks on the 
hour, so the announcer used these to count down to the hour.  
 

It was an amateur horologist and radio enthusiast who is credited with coming up 
with the official time signal. This was Frank Hope-Jones, who was giving a radio 
lecture which ended at 10pm and he counted down the last 5 seconds.  
However, he realised that not everyone could count down at precisely the same 
rate, and suggested to the BBC that an audible time signal would be a preferable 
option. 
 

So, the controller of the BBC, Lord Reith, in conjunction with the Astronomer 
Royal, Frank Watson Dyson, obtained permission to modify two clocks at the 
Royal Observatory.  Their escarpment wheels would control a switch on a 1kHz 
oscillator to send a signal via a telephone line to the BBC, producing a time 
signal every half hour. The oscillator was set to send six tones, with the last one 
being precisely on the hour. 
 

So, at 9.30pm on 5th February 1924, the public heard an official version of the 
pips for the very first time. These were even introduced by the Astronomer Royal 
himself, Frank Watson Dyson. As is always the case, money tends to get in the 
way of things and, after 13 years, the Royal Navy, who controlled the Royal 
Observatory at Greenwich, realised that the BBC had not actually paid for the 
service, so they sent them a bill. We do not know how much this bill amounted to 
but, in response, the BBC reminded the Royal Navy that it had never charged 
them for The Shipping Forecast, so talk of fees was quietly dropped! 
 

/continued on next page 
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Another problem occurred in 1958 when the Royal Observatory moved from 
Greenwich to Herstmonceux Castle in Sussex. This meant that the pips had to 
move too. At the same time, the process was slightly modernised, with two 
electric clocks sending a continuous tone all the time down telephone lines. The 
time signal was then created by the BBC turning them into 1kHz pips. This all 
worked well until 1971, when an international agreement concluded that all time 
signals should be brought onto International Atomic Time or IAT. This proved 
problematic, since IAT is extremely accurate, but very rigid. The Earth itself does 
not move in such an accurate, inflexible way. This is the reason we have leap 
years and leap seconds. The issue of adding pips to compensate would result in 
the audience not knowing which was the last pip. So, this is why we now have a 
longer last pip. The normal ‘length’ of a pip is 0.1 second, but now the last pip 
was extended to 0.5 seconds.  
 

Since 1990, the BBC has created the time signal itself. It prides itself on 
accuracy and is constantly adjusting the signal by tiny fractions. Of course, slip-
ups can still happen, like on 17 September 2008 at 8am when seven pips were 
broadcasts six seconds late! To this day, no-one knows why (or at least the BBC 
is not admitting why this happened).  The ‘fix’, a method well known to computer 
buffs, was to switch the machine off and then on again and it has worked well 
ever since. I will end this story of pips by asking people to take more notice of 
them while they still can, since the digital age means that doing the necessary 
encoding and decoding takes too long and we may not have the pips for very 
much longer! 

Chris Bingham 

 

Village News 

Poppy Appeal 
 
In what has been a very difficult and challenging year, The British Legion has 
done its best for charity collections.  I was only allowed to put static boxes in the 
village this year and, with the second lockdown, four of my collection points were 
closed very quickly. 
 

Once again, Great Totham Primary school has been amazing and collected 
£343.60.  I would like to thank the teachers, staff, parents, guardians and carers 
for their help, but to the students a very special THANK YOU. 
 

Although all the door to door collectors have had a holiday(!!) this year, I would 
like to thank them for all their years of hard work, in what is quite often inclement 
weather.  I hope all will be back to normal next year and you will be greeting your 
poppy collectors as usual. 
 

Keep safe and take care. 
Linda Keyes 

Poppy Appeal Organizer Great Totham 
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A thank you from Little Mountains Farm 
 

We would like to thank all our customers who, under the circumstances, 
still collected their Christmas turkey order.  It was very much appreciated. 
Many of you were unable to celebrate with family and friends and might 
not have needed a turkey, so we are grateful for your support.  Hopefully, 
you will have the opportunity to enjoy a traditional Christmas dinner some 
time in 2021. 
 

We wish you all a better New Year. 
Karin Mann 

Fun Polar Bear Facts for Kids 
 

Fill in the Blanks 
 

(International Polar Bear Day 27th February) 
 

• Polar bears live in the  - - - - - - 

• Polar bears have - - - - - skin and although their fur appears white, it is 
actually transparent. 

• It is the - - - - - - - carnivore (meat eater) that lives on land. 

• Polar bears use sea - - - as a platform to hunt seals. 

• - - - - - make up most of a polar bear’s diet. 

• Male polar bears can weigh up to - - - kg (1500 lb). 

• Female polar bears usually only weigh about - - - - as much as males. 

• Polar bears spend most of their time at - - - . 

• Scientists estimate that there are around - - - - - polar bears. 

• Polar bears have - -  teeth. 
 

(answers on page 38) 
 

Sourced by June Eaton 

 

Children’s Quiz 
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Wickham Bishops WI 
 

 
 
 

Just a quick note to let you know how we are doing in the Wickham 
Bishops WI. 

 

As with many clubs in the village, all meetings 
have had to be cancelled due to the 
coronavirus.  However, to keep morale up, 
some of the committee have telephoned 
members on a regular basis to touch base.  We 
have also held several “virtual” raffles, where a 
random number generator selected numbers 
relating to the list of members.  So far, we have 
had several bouquets of British flowers, and, 
recently, some lovely poinsettias delivered to 
winners.  These were purchased from the lovely 

Sian Hardingham (a fabulous local florist).  Each member was also gifted a 
goodie bag of Christmas gifts to add some cheer. 
 

Let’s hope the New Year brings a speedy end 
to the current crisis and we can all achieve 
some normality. 
 

When things are back to normal, our craft 
group (Patcher) meets every Friday,   2-4pm, 
at St Bartholomew’s Church Hall. Learn 
something new, bring along your unfinished 
project and join us for a friendly afternoon chat 
and cup of tea.   
 

Alternatively, join our village walking group at 9.30am on Monday mornings 
opposite the Village Hall in Church Road. 
 

For more information about WB WI, call our secretary, Sharon, on 01621 
891631. 
 

Best wishes and keep safe everyone. 

Jayne Kneale 

SMALL WARM HALL TO HIRE IN 
GREAT TOTHAM NORTH  
Suitable for meetings and small 
children's parties.   
For further details   819419 

LOSE ACHES AND TENSION 
with the Alexander Technique 

Lessons and workshops locally 
www.ainb.co.uk  

or ring Tricia on 07749 283963 

 

Village News 

https://www.thewi.org.uk/
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The story of my crafty creations during 2020 and beyond! 
 

It started during the first 
national lockdown, when I 
needed a face mask and 
something to occupy my 
time. I used material from 
previous projects to make 
them, so as to be 
environmentally friendly.  I 
then thought that I could 
make more face masks for 
my family so they used 
material ones instead of 
disposable masks. Then I 
thought I could make more 

and sell the masks for charity. Because I was making a lot more masks, I 
moved from hand stitching to using a sewing machine. By that time I was 
running out of material, so I asked friends and family for old pieces of 
material and clothes. Since then, 
I have raised over £170 from 
selling my £1 masks for Many 
Tears, a dog rescue charity, that 
I have raised money for in the 
past. 
 

By the time it came round to the 
summer holidays, I had made a 
Facebook page (Sneaky 
Summer Craft) to help promote 
my masks. I also had started to 
make different items, mainly out 
of denim. The denim products 
consists of slippers, pin cushions 
and pet accessories. My other 
creations include bracelets, dog 
toys and key rings. All of my 
creations are made from up-
cycled or unwanted material. 

 
 

/continued on next page 
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/continued from previous page  
 

During November, I made all three colours 
of poppies (red for the soldiers, purple for 
the animals and white for peace) out of 
scraps of felt. These were very popular, so 
I am making more for next year. With the 
poppies I made over £50 for the Royal 
British Legion by asking for donations. 
 

More recently, I made Christmas themed 
face masks for £2 each, in aid of Colchester Zoo. These were very 
popular and I raised £86. Much thanks to those who donated material for 
these masks! 
 

I hope that this year I will carry on raising lots of money for charity and 
making use of material and old clothing. 
 

Isabel Patten 
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TONY POULTER 
 
 

 
 

 
Kitchens 

Bathrooms 
General Building 

Plumbing 
Electrics 

Wall Tiling 
Plastering 

Project Management 
 

35 Years of Experience 
Friendly and Reliable Service 

 
Mobile: 07835 653199 

Email: 
tonypoulter@manxmotorcyclehire.co.uk 

Morley Skips Ltd 
 

SKIP HIRE 
 
 

Top Soil Delivered  
Asbestos Removal and Disposal 

  
Fast Reliable Local Service 

at Competitive Prices 
 

Phone 01621 815287 
 

morleyskips.co.uk  

 

Domestic Specialists 
 

Professional, Reliable & Friendly 
 

 

 
Warren Bennett 
07736 445923 
01621 332492 
 
www.wlbelectricalservices.co.uk 

SEELEY CERAMICS 
(R.J.SEELEY) 

CERAMIC WALL AND 

FLOOR TILING 

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

FREE ESTIMATES 

ALL FIXING 

MATERIALS SUPPLIED 

LOCAL AND RELIABLE 

SERVICE 

TIPTREE 

Tel: (01621) 816 983 

Mob: 07801 700 955 
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DOMESTIC . COMMERCIAL. AGRICULTURAL 
 

Your local and personal pest control service, 
insured and fully qualified to deal with all your 
pest problems: 
 

 RATS 

 MICE 

 MOLES 

 WASPS 

 FLEAS 

 BED BUGS 
 
AND MUCH MORE …. 
 

Call or email for free, no obligation quotes 
 

T: 07771 356731 
H: 01245 491327 

 

info@wildthings-pestsolutions.com 
wildthings-pestsolutions.com 

mailto:info@wildthings-pestsolutions.com
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9 Wellands Close, Wickham Bishops,  
Essex, CM8 3NE 

Mob: 07734 869966 
Tel: 01621 868355 

 

• Interior & Exterior 

• Painting & Decorating 

• Plastering and all general  
renovation work 

• Please call for a free estimate 

• Friendly & Professional Service 

• All work guaranteed 
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Children’s Dot to Dot Page 

 

Polar Bear 

            27 
 

It’s been difficult for scientists to track down the origins of the polar 
bear, but a recent discovery in Norway may have provided the 
answer. A rare jawbone found on the Norwegian island of Svalbard 
in 2004 allowed scientists to estimate that the species first walked 
the planet around 150,000 years ago. 

Sourced by June Eaton 
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Croquet End of Season in Great Totham  
 

Autumn has faded and the members of Maldon Croquet Club have now 
retreated from the lawns at Forrester Park, leaving them to the rabbits who were 
the uninvited guests this year, digging up the succulent grass adjacent to the 
hoops, at early morning and dusk. A time to reflect on the shortened season and 
the restrictions placed on us all by the pandemic in our personal lives and 
croquet playing. 
 
The Club rose to the challenge early on by devising booked sessions, using only 
two lawns with a maximum of one team of four people on each, for one hour 
periods of time. A new competition was introduced called the Covid Handicap; 
commencing with draws from a pool of over 30 players, culminating after a 
season-long knock out phase, with two players contesting the final in 
September. 
 

The Forrester Plate, an attractive silver tray, was also keenly contested 
throughout the hot summer. As if this was not enough, a series of singles 
matches competed for the Georgie Clarke Vase, which also ran for the whole 
season. In tandem with all this, social fun games with only pride as the prize 
continued on most days. 
 
Normally, a grand Finals day would be held, with presentation of prizes and a 
lunch in the dining room of the Golf Club, but this could not take place this year 
and, with Tier 4 restrictions in place, the presentations are still to be made. 
 
The new Covid Trophy was won by Graham Parker, the presentation being 
ironically disrupted by the very virus it is named after. Whether local knowledge 
played a part it is not known, but the remaining competitions were won by 
residents of Great Totham!  The Georgie Clarke Vase was won by Tony White, 
whilst Martyn Hardy-King and partner Ken Hazell won the other trophy, the 
Forrester Plate. 
 
The AGM in 2021 is scheduled for March, after which, hopefully, the Club 
programme will be able to take place as in previous years. Already plans for next 
season are being laid, with fingers crossed that ‘normality’ may have returned. 

An exciting date each May is a 
weekend in Ramsgate, staying in an 
hotel and playing on the superb lawns 
of the local Croquet Club in friendly 
games against their members. 
 
The Club website has all the recent 
news and, if visitors and guests can 
be welcomed back in 2021, be sure 
to contact us and come and have a 
go! 

Philippa Hardy-King 

 

Village News 

The Covid Handicap Trophy, made by a Club 
Member and his daughter 
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Great Totham Parish Council Report 
 

December 2020 and January 2021 
 

Well, Christmas 2020 has come and gone and, although festive services were 
relayed through the wonders of modern technology rather than by gathering in 
our beautiful church and Father Christmas had to socially distance, it was 
reassuring to see trees being sold, parcels being delivered and houses gaily 
decorated. Christmas was not cancelled! 
 

An additional reason for celebration was that coronavirus vaccines had been 
given authorisation and a comprehensive programme was to begin in the new 
year. I apologise to those who have already read the following warning in the 
January edition of Tiptree and Totham Life but, since the programme of 
vaccinations is ongoing, it bears repeating:  
 

The covid-19 vaccination is currently being offered to those most at risk, 
particularly the elderly. It is free, you will never be asked for payment, and 
the NHS will contact you when it is your turn. Further information is 
available at nhs.uk/Covidvaccine    
 

Sadly, alongside those who have worked to develop the vaccines, those who 
have volunteered to test their efficacy or care for people unfortunate enough to 
have developed the illness, there is the usual element attempting to capitalise on 
a serious situation by sending offers of VIP vaccination tickets or fake 
appointments. If you know of any vulnerable residents who do not have access 
to the internet, please alert them to these scammers. Furthermore, should you 
receive a call from someone claiming to represent Essex and Southend tracking 
service, you can call to verify on 0300 303 2698 or 01376 319610.  
 

Council members have received an email from a resident concerned about 
ongoing traffic offences and aggressive behaviour. At present, our Community 
Speedwatch Team is unable to operate, however, we employ Maldon District 
Council’s Community Protection Officers for a few hours each month to carry out 
speed checks. They regularly record more than 40 offenders each month, and 
deal with inappropriately parked vehicles in the area around the school. Both 
Essex Police and Essex County Council have been made aware of our concerns 
but, in the meantime, anyone witnessing such dangerous and antisocial 
behaviour is asked to report it – to the Police, the Protection Officers or the 
Parish Council – preferably with details such as time of day, number plate and 
description of the vehicle. 
 

Following the resolution of the vandalism at The Pit, it was disheartening to hear 
from the Neighbourhood Watch representative that young people have been 
defacing  private property in Totham North, and Totham Online is still carrying 
details of someone breaking into parked cars. Such acts cause distress to the   
 

/continued on next page 
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/continued from previous page 
 

victims and is unacceptable. If anyone has information, please contact the 
Neighbourhood Watch representative or PC Weavers:  
ryan.weavers@essex.police  
 

I also understand that candmcpt@essex.police.uk is the contact address for 
police officers who, one sunny day, patrolled Great Totham and Wickham 
Bishops - and were impressed! I am assuming they did not see the dog fouling 
around the B1022 end of Walden House Road, near Bull Green. One resident 
has even been picking up after other people’s dogs which is very public spirited, 
but should not be necessary if dog owners were to take responsibility for their 
own pets. The officers must also have missed the enormous ruts appearing on 
verges where motorists have churned up the grass when entering or exiting 
driveways. With the recent heavy rainfall, the ruts are filling with water and the 
surrounding grass is very slippery, making a constitutional rather dangerous.  

 

Fortunately, there are, as 
ever, a few things to make 
us smile. Many residents 
have already had a first 
vaccination and all to whom 
I have spoken have praised 
the efficiency and the 
professionalism of those 
involved. It has also been 
possible to reduce the 
precept for 2021, by only a 
few pence it’s true, but 
‘every little helps’. 
 

Another organisation 
requiring our cooperation is 
the Office for National 
Statistics. I have to confess 
that most of my dealings 
with Census Returns have 
been in pursuance of family 
research, but Sunday, 21st 
March 2021 is the date of 
the next census. For the first 
time, this will be a ‘digital-
first’ census although paper 
copies will be available for 
those who require them. 
 

Vicky Heaviside 
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TMS 
Roofing and Fascias 

• Fascias, Soffits, Guttering & Cladding 

• Flat Roofs, Best Quality Materials 
used - 10 year Guarantee 

• Tiled and Slated Roofs 

• Any repairs undertaken 

• FREE ESTIMATES 

• No job too small 

 

Tel: 01621 815604 

Mob: 07866 551630 

 
 

 

FORRESTER PARK, GREAT TOTHAM 
YOU’RE WELCOME! 

 

Open to all for breakfast, coffee, lunch and tea. 
Food served daily 7.30am-2.30pm, roast lunch every Sunday. 

Several areas for dining and socializing. 
Cosy bar with woodburner open all day. 

*** 
Available all year round for birthdays, anniversaries, weddings, fundraisers, 

meetings and more. All sizes of party welcome. 
*** 

Golf, Tennis, Croquet, Swimming on site. 
*** 

Call, email or drop in to find out more: 
 

Forrester Park, Beckingham Road, Great Totham CM9 8EA 
info@forrester-park.co.uk ~ www.forrester-park.co.uk 

01621 891406 

“Great food and staff. 
Lovely place for wed-
dings and family gath-
erings or hosting any 
events. Very personal 

touch.” Moira P 

“Delicious Sunday Roast, 
very reasonably priced 
and excellent service.  

Highly recommended and 
will definitely be booking 

lunch again.” Lucie T 
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R. CLARK

LANDSCAPES

GARD E N  CAR E

1 8  YEAR S

E XP ER IE NCE

PATIOS

F E NCING

TUR FI NG

P ER GOLAS

DECKING

BR ICKWOR K

TRE E S URGE RY

SLEE P ER S 

SPRAYIN G - ALL TYPE S

TURF MAINTE N ANCE  - RE NO VATIO N 

PRUN IN G 

TRE E  P LAN TING
GARD EN  MAINTE NANCE

(SPRIN G-AUTUMN)

F ULLY INS UR ED, F R EE  ES TIMATE S

TE L : 01 6 21  8 91 4 5 8

MOB: 0 79 1 4  7 1 2 45 3

01206 575102 
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LORKIN HEATING 
Est. 1948 

 
OIL HEATING SPECIALISTS 

SERVICING 
REPAIRS 

BREAKDOWNS 
ALSO GENERAL PLUMBING 

 
CONTACT 

BRIAN OR SIMON LORKIN 
ON 

 

01621 891336 
 

27 HILL GREEN 
GREAT TOTHAM 
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Great Totham Neighbourhood Watch 
 

Visit Maldon District Neighbourhood Watch website for up to date local 
crime reports,  non-urgent news and links to the police and national NHW 
websites:  http://www.maldondistrictnhw.co.uk/index.htm 
 

For Totham Hill Green, phone Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator, Ian 
Barratt, on 891949, email: ianpb3@gmail.com 
 

For local crime reports, visit https://www.police.uk/essex/28/crime/  

Contacting the Police 
 

In an emergency dial 999.  
For non-emergencies dial 101 extension 412335 / 01245 491491 
 

Send non-emergency police related information/intelligence to your North 
Blackwater Neighbourhood Policing Team at: 
 

http://www.essex.police.uk/ or text 07624 80010  
 

Maldon Police      0300 333 4444  or 101 
Maldon District Council Offices, Princes Road, Maldon   
Monday—Thursday: 9am—5pm  Friday: 8.30am—4.30pm 

 

Village News 

 

Children’s Quiz Answers 

 

• Polar bears live in the Arctic.  

• Polar bears have black skin and although their fur appears white, it is 
actually transparent. 

• It is the largest carnivore (meat eater) that lives on land. 

• Polar bears use sea ice as a platform to hunt seals. 

• Seals make up most of a polar bears diet. 

• Male polar bears can weigh up to 680 kg (1500 lb). 

• Female polar bears usually only weigh about half as much as males. 

• Polar bears spend most of their time at sea.  

• Scientists estimate that there are around 20000 polar bears. 

• Polar bears have 42 teeth. 
Sourced by June Eaton 

http://www.maldondistrictnhw.co.uk/index.htm
https://www.police.uk/essex/28/crime/
http://www.essex.police.uk/
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Message from the District 
Councillor 

 

 
As the new Chairman of Strategy and Resources at the 
Council, I was very pleased to be involved in the decision to 
turn the reception area of the Council offices into a vaccine centre for 
Covid-19.  The decision was taken very quickly and it enabled the area to 
be completely transformed into a medical facility.  Due to the fast 
decision making, we were able to set up the centre, working with the 
NHS, and started providing vaccinations before Christmas. The recent 
feedback from the NHS is that the vaccination centre is one of the most 
efficient in Essex.  
 

There will be further decisions during January, when the Council hopes 
to assist in providing further vaccinations and also Covid-19 testing.  I will 
provide up to date information via Totham Matters on Facebook.  The 
Council will continue to work with the NHS and other Government bodies 
to ensure we are able to deliver vaccination and testing for the 
community. 
 

At the end of last year, we approved a new play garden for the 
Promenade Park, to be located near the entrance to the park. The aim of 
the new garden is to make the most of the green open space, and to 
offer accessible and inclusive active play. This is a fully funded project 
from developer contributions (Section 106) and Maldon District Council, 
with the objective of providing better use of the space.  It will offer an 
improvement to this play site, by updating equipment, as well as clever 
landscaping for all to enjoy. It is expected to be completed by 2021. 
 

This is also the time of year where the Council sets the budgets and 
expenditure for the next financial year. Like all local authorities, Covid-19 
has placed pressure on our budgets, due to the decline in our revenue. 
Our focus as a Council is to ensure that we deliver the essential services 
the village and District require. By taking a more flexible approach to 
budgeting and then reviewing the finances later in the year, it ensures we 
can manage the budgets effectively. 
 

Please contact me at any time either by telephone 01621 890809 or 
email cllr.richard.siddall@maldon.gov.uk  
 

Stay safe and well. 
Richard 

 

Village News 

mailto:cllr.richard.siddall@maldon.gov.uk
https://www.maldon.gov.uk/
https://democracy.maldon.gov.uk/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=537
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Published by the PCC of St 
Peter's Church, Great Totham  

 

The views expressed in this 
magazine are not necessarily those 
of the Parochial Church Council of 
Great Totham nor can the Church 
guarantee the credentials or 
performance of any of the advertisers 
within this publication.  Please 
mention the Parish Magazine when 
contacting our advertisers. 

 
Prices per edition: 

 

Full page: £56  
Half page: £28  
Quarter page: £14          
Small ads: £3.50 

 
Advert Enquiries:  

 

Pauline Stebbing  
 892059 
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Great Totham Post Office Award 
 

Clare Thompson of Great Totham Stores and Post 
Office has received a certificate and trophy from 
Maldon District Council in recognition of services to 
the community during the Covid emergency. 
Together with her team, Clare kept open all 
through the lockdown from March 2020 to enable 
villagers to obtain vital necessities. 
 

The award is co-sponsored by the Council and is to 
recognise and celebrate all those who have done 
so much to support individuals in their community. 
 

While Clare’s award is in the ‘Individual in a Team’ 
category, she wishes to share her commendation 
with her crew, so thank you and congratulations 
Clare, Lindsey, Grace and Henry. 
 

                                                            We appreciate you! 
Paul Smith 
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At Maldon & District Citizens Advice, we can 
help you find a way forward, by giving free, 
confidential advice in all subject areas.  
 

 

Since lockdown began, we have been delivering a full advice service, mainly by 
telephone, but also email and web chat, responding to the rapidly changing 
issues facing local residents. We have made alterations to our interview rooms 
to ensure a safe environment for face to face appointments, although availability 
of these appointments depends on guidance in force at the time.  
 

Scam Awareness 
Scams can be difficult to recognise, but there are things you can look out 
for. With growing awareness, you won’t be flustered and rushed by scammers 
into taking decisions you’ll later regret. Or persuaded to stay silent on scams 
because you feel personally ashamed or you think that your experience doesn ’t 
matter.  
 

To prevent being scammed you should always consider the following: 
 

• Have you been contacted out of the blue? 

• Is the deal too good to be true? 

• Have you been asked to share personal details? 

• Are you being pressured to respond quickly? 

• Are the contact details vague? 

• Are there spelling or grammatical mistakes? 

• Have you been asked to keep it quiet? 
 
Case Study 
I do a lot to help my elderly mum, like picking up shopping, sorting out her 
finances, making important calls and organising her post. But now I have a 
new job, I’m not able to see her as frequently and, though I’ve still been 
able to drop off her shopping, I’m no longer able to help her with the other 
things. I’m particularly worried about how much I’ve read about scammers 
at the moment and I wondered whether there’s anything I can do from a 
distance to help protect my mum? 
 

There are a few steps you can take from a distance to keep your mother safe 
and lessen your need to worry. 
 

With your mother’s permission, you can register her landline with the Telephone 
Preference Service. It’s free to register and doing so will reduce the amount of 
unwanted sales and marketing calls she receives. This won’t block all unwanted 
calls (it won’t work on calls from abroad or companies she’s given her number to 
already, for example), so your mother will need to continue to remain vigilant, but 
it will certainly lessen the number of them. 
 

/continued on next page 
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You can encourage your mother to talk to her phone provider to see what 
privacy services and call-blocking services are available. These services aren’t 
always free but are useful in ensuring any call coming through is from a trusted 
or known source.  
 

To help minimise unwanted post, with your mother’s permission you can contact 
the Mailing Preference Service to have her name taken off any marketing lists. 
You can also contact Royal Mail and opt out of receiving any leaflets or 
unaddressed promotional material. Attaching a ‘no junk mail’ sign to her front 
door may also help. 
 

When it comes to your mother’s finances, if an organisation has a letter of 
authority from the account holder, you may be able to speak to them on her 
behalf. This may not always be accepted, so if you find yourself needing to take 
over your mother’s finances in the future, it’s worth looking into a long term 
solution like a Power of Attorney. 
 

It’s also vital that you chat to your mother to help her spot the marks of a scam 
herself. At Citizens Advice we always advise the following:  
• Be suspicious if you’re contacted out of the blue, even if it’s from a name 

you recognise 

• If it sounds too good to be true it probably is 

• Never give out your bank details unless you are certain you can trust the 
person contacting you  

• Don’t be rushed – you never need to make a decision straight away and if 
you feel pressured say “no”, hang up the phone, or close the door.  

Lastly, if your mother is receiving care from her local authority and you think she 
might be being scammed, it’s worth reporting your concerns to their Adult 
Safeguarding team.  
 

Our website has a great deal of relevant information including: 
 

Spotting a Scam: 
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/scams/check-if-something-might-be
-a-scam/ 
 

Report a Scam: 
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/scams/reporting-a-scam/ 
 

Please contact us for advice on any subject by: 
 

• ringing 01621 875774; leave a message and an adviser will return your 
call that day; or  

• emailing bureau@maldoncab.cabnet.org.uk  
 

Sally Babbage 

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/scams/check-if-something-might-be-a-scam/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/scams/check-if-something-might-be-a-scam/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/scams/reporting-a-scam/
mailto:bureau@maldoncab.cabnet.org.uk
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Village News 

Christmas At The Nursery 
 

Many of us were sad not to take 
part in the traditional Nativity 
Service at St Peter’s in December…
but you may be pleased to know 
that the costumes did not remain 
boxed up in a lonely, cold attic, 
because the children at Great 
Totham Nursery borrowed them!  
 

Mrs Bezant (Manager at the 
nursery), posted a plea to parents 
for nativity costumes and it occurred 

to me that the church could provide the entire cast from lambs to the 
Three Wise Men! The staff set up a scene at the Inn and the children 
thoroughly enjoyed dressing up to act out the story of Jesus’ birth. 
 

Despite the pandemic and current lockdown, at the time of writing, Great 
Totham Nursery remains open to pre-school children and the staff are 
working hard to keep it a happy and safe environment for our children. 
Early years learning is so important for their development and it’s a relief 
for the little ones to have a bit of normality during this very strange time. 
I’m sure I speak for all parents when I say how incredibly grateful we are 
to the staff for continuing to look after our children throughout the 
pandemic. 
 

For a lot of people, Christmas without a 
church service was like having turkey 
without the trimmings…. but some of the 
lovely parishioners at St Peter’s very kindly 
set up a nativity scene and decorated the 
church extension for all passers-by to view. 
That was the next best thing as we were 
unable to enter the church. My family and I 
went on a chilly winter walk and the children 
loved peering through the window to see 
Mary and Joseph surrounded by shepherds 
and animals, with baby Jesus in the 
manger. There were Christmas decorations 
hanging up and a Christmas tree too – a delight for all to see! 

Rosie Pollock 
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Village News 

              Great Totham Evening WI 
 
Following the distribution of the Christmas goody 
bags in December, members were welcomed to 
the first Zoom meeting for this WI. 25 members 

joined the meeting, which far exceeded our expectations. Each member 
was given time to tell her fellow members ways in which she has kept 

busy over the past difficult months, with 
examples of craft work shown by our 
more dextrous members. 
 
After this the raffle was drawn. The 
winners were: Linda Wyman: fruit 
basket; Pauline McFarlane: Christmas 
cake, Teresa Wiener: Gnome made by 
Brenda; Chris Walker: Mincemeat; Chris 
Adams: Napkins. 

 
Following this, members were invited 
to join in singing some Christmas 
songs, although Zooming meant we 
were not all singing the same notes at 
the same time! This was a fitting end 
to an enjoyable evening. 
 

We are hoping to continue with our 
monthly meetings via Zoom for the 
next few months, when we will have 
speakers, and look forward to seeing 
each other again via the magic of the internet. 
 

For more information please consult our website:  
www.greattothamwi.weebly.com or email greattothamwi@gmail.com 

 

Sue Pulford 

Pamela Cawood 
 

Pamela Cawood, a resident of Hall Road for 57 years, sadly died, at 
home, on 17th December  aged 93.  Much loved and admired Mum, 
Mum-in-Law, Nan, Great Nan, friend and neighbour. Cremation has 
taken place. Donations can be made at pamelacawood.muchloved.com. 

 

Linda Roberts 

https://www.thewi.org.uk/
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Rotas Church Flowers Church Cleaning 
 

7th February 
14th February 
21st February 
28th February 

 

Sue Keyes 
Lent 
Lent 
Lent 

 

Mr and Mrs Hardy-King 
- 
Jenny Walling 
- 

Church Kitchen Cleaning February: Jenny Barclay 

Wickham Bishops Library 

 

 Monday   2pm-6pm 
Wednesday  2pm-6pm 
Saturday   9am-1pm 

 

 

Village News 

Village Diary 
 

14th February St. Valentine’s Day 
16th February Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day) 
17th February Ash Wednesday 
1st March   St. David’s Day   
14th March  Mothering Sunday 
28th March  Clocks go forward 
1st April   Maundy Thursday 
2nd April  Good Friday  
4th April  Easter Sunday 
5th April  Easter Monday Bank Holiday 

Magazine Delivery 
 

We are sorry not to be able to deliver this month’s magazine to your door due to 
the current lockdown.  However, we hope to be able to do this again very soon.  
When we get back to normal, if you are one of our deliverers and are unable to 
assist due to holiday or illness, please contact Karen Tarpey on 892122 for us to 
make other arrangements. 
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COMMUNITY  ACTIVITIES (See page 3 for church activities) 

Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Rangers www.girlguiding.org.uk 
Scouts, Cubs, Beavers at Prances    Brenda Heal          bjheal@btinternet.com  
Great Totham Cricket Club Colts  Paul Marks 07709 793958 
Nursery Group  Village Hall Tracey Bezant      07960 947931                                                                                      
Edward Bear Club (Toddler Group) St Peter's Church Sue Godsmark 891513 
Gardening Club Village Hall Fred Steptoe 891808 
W.I. GT Evening 2nd Thurs. 8pm Village Hall Sue Pulford 892063  
       GT & WB last Thurs. 2pm St.B Church Hall Di Mellor 892247 
St Peter's Lunch Club  Tues. Honywood Hall Sheila Allen 892334 
Day Centre  Weds. URC Jean Johnstone 892293 
Carpet Bowls Tue & Thur 7.30pm    Village Hall Jean Cloughton 892286 
Tollesbury Table Tennis Club    T’bury Parish Rms              Paul Freeman              862510 
     mobile 07855 204505, email: freemans21@hotmail.com            
Maldon Croquet Club Forrester Park Philippa Hardy-King 892387 
Wickham Bishops Drama Club             www.wickhambishopsdrama.co.uk 
Great Totham Community Choir Colin Heaviside     heavicol@aol.com        893067 
Knit and Natter, Friday Mornings Sandra Smith (Honywood Hall)         893153 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS: 
Honywood Hall Hire                                                      Karin Mann 891215 
St Peter’s Church Extension Hire                                 Karin Mann 891215 
Village Hall hire  Sue Pulford 892063    
URC hall hire Janet Davies 819419 
St Peter’s—Interment of Ashes and Iron Crosses         Chris Munton 891817 
Great Totham Parish Council Clerk: Clive Potter 891474 
District Councillors John Keyes  891388 
 Richard Siddall              07979 853947 / 890809 
County Councillor      Mark Durham       01245 227249       mobile: 07850 967239 
Great Totham Primary School  891091 
Maldon District Council                  854477 
Maldon Citizens Advice Bureau   875774 
Police Community Support Officer     101 
Water                                01245 491234 
Electricity                              0845 6014516 
Frank (Drugs Helpline)  (free)                             0300 1236600 
Childline Helpline for children                  0800 1111 (free) 
Maldon District Health / Wellbeing advice      emily.fallon@maldon.gov.uk 
NSPCC 24 hr helpline for children            0800 800 500 (free) 
The Samaritans       116 123 
DIAL UK (Disability Information & Advice Line)                               www.dialuk.info 
Church of England, St. Peter’s   Rev’d Sue Godsmark        891513 
Totham Barn Free Evangelical Church     Elder Bob Bell          893085 
United Reformed Church Vacant 
Wickham Bishops Church Rev’d Hilary Le Sève        892867 
Maldon Methodist Church Office  Rev’d Clifford Newman        853423 
Maldon Roman Catholic Church   Parish Priest - Fr.James Joseph           852259 
Society of Friends (Quakers)  Clerk to the meeting - Sue Smith        854056 
Salvation Army             853942 
Christian Growth Centre (CGC), Maldon Rob & Jeannie Saggs Pastors     855855 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk
http://www.wickhambishopsdrama.co.uk


48 

 

 


